
 
Curriculum Information Year Three – Autumn Term 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
Welcome to the start of a new and very exciting school year, we hope you all had an enjoyable 
summer. This term is packed full of stimulating activities and fascinating topics.  Our topic for 
this term is The Romans and below we have outlined what we will be covering throughout 
the term. 
 

English 

In English, we are looking at the story of ‘The Ice Palace’ by Robert Swindells. We will be 
focusing on diary writing and narrative - writing stories based on the text. We will be 
continuing narrative writing after half term and will then be moving on to writing a non-
chronological report and debating. The children will be doing creative writing every other 
week where the can let their imagination go wild and write a story inspired by a picture book 
or short film clip. 

 

Spellings will be given out in four week blocks and checked every Thursday. They will be 
based from the school’s scheme of spellings, with a pattern or a rule for each week to help the 

children internalise the new spellings. We will also be looking at the words and strategies to 
spell them in a dedicated spelling lesson. There will be 16 spellings each week but these are 
based on a spelling pattern so easier than learning 16 unrelated words! The children will be 
tested on 8 of these randomly. In Year 3 the children will know how many they got right and 
practice any they didn’t, they can then share their results by telling you their mark out of 8 
and will also write it on their home learning sheets. We do not put the spellings outside like 
in Key stage 1. 
 

 

Maths 
In Maths, we will start by learning to recognise the place value of digits and we will use this 
understanding to compare and order numbers. Next we will move onto to mental addition, 
using strategies such as partitioning and bridging through to ten. We will be learning 
multiplication using repeated addition and arrays and then division to make sure the children 
are confident with number. We have a focus on ‘Maths for Life’ this year where the children 
will be doing lots of practical activities linked to real life scenarios. This will give them more 
of a purpose for the skills that they learn. 
 
Each week the children will be tested on their times tables. All children will be tested on the 
same times tables each week going up in stages (i.e. 2s then 4s then 8s etc.). These will be 
tested on Thursday each week. The children will also write these on their home learning 
sheets. 
 

Science 

Our current Science topic is ‘Forces and Magnets’ This is an experiment based topic where we 
investigate the power of magnetism and look at friction, gravity and how these have an effect 
on speed. We will also be making our own compasses to discover hidden treasure! We will 

then go onto the topic ‘Animals including Humans’. If any parents work in a health capacity 
(such as a dentist, doctor, nutritionist etc.) and you would like to come in and talk about your 
profession, please make yourself known! 
 

PSHE 
Our PSHE topic this half term will be focusing on changes. We will discuss our reactions to 
change and how we can deal with them. 



Computing 

Our Computing topic this term is ‘We are Programmers’. This involves the children learning 
the basics of ‘Scratch’ an online and desktop application which allows children (and adults!) 
to program ‘sprites’. We will be using scratch to program an animation of a simple joke. 

 

Art 
This half term we will be learning to improve our drawing and painting skills, through the 

study of famous artists such as Van Gogh and Monet. We will also be creating mosaics as 
part of our Roman Topic.  
 

PE 

This year PE lessons are being taken by Mr Rick Monday to Wednesday and Miss Trappitt 
on Thursdays and Fridays. This term Year 3 will be covering invasion games with Mr Rick 

and gymnastics and dance with Miss Trappitt. Hazel class’ PE days are Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. Aspen class’ PE days are Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure your 
child has their PE kit in school at all times.  

 

Home Learning 

Home learning will be given out on a Friday and collected in on the following Wednesday. 

Each home learning activity is spilt into four parts and will include, reading, spelling, a 
Mathletics activity and timetables. Children need to show evidence of spelling and times table 
practice in their books. If you have any issues with Mathletics please let us know.  

 

Communication 

Should you wish to contact us concerning anything, please do not hesitate! The best form of 
communication is via info@grovepark.org. However we are also available during drop off-
should you wish to have anything clarified or answered.  Any urgent messages can be passed 
through the staff member on the door in the morning. Should you wish to arrange a meeting 
to discuss a particular issue please call the office to arrange this.  
 

Please Help! 

We are always keen to have parent/carers/members of the community to come in to help in 
school. If you would like to volunteer to hear readers, accompany us on trips, help with any 
aspect of the curriculum or have a link to our topic we would be thrilled to have you! Please 

let us know ASAP if you have any expertise to do with the Romans or our science topic 
Animals including humans. 
 

What can I do? 

 Punctuality. We complete our responding to marking during soft start, which is vital 
to go over misconceptions with children. 

 Physical Activity. The number one way to improve handwriting and concentration in 
the classroom, is for children to take part in strenuous physical activity. This includes 
chores around the house!  

 Following instructions. Following a list of instructions, such as in cooking, is a fantastic 
way to boost children’s cognitive understanding. If you make any cakes or food we 

are more than happy to eat them in the staff room!  
 

We look forward to a fantastic year!  
Ms Gallagher, Ms Godfrey, Mrs Walter, Ms Elena and Ms Mercer 

 


