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It has been another busy term at GP! It was really lovely to see so many of you 
at the Open Morning in Spring Term 1; the children always appreciate their 
adults visiting the school to see their learning and their classroom and this term 
was no different!  

We celebrated Governorsõ Appreciation Day with the children in Year 2, sharing a 
message of thanks from the school community. The Governors give up their time 
to read lots of paperwork and attend lots of meetingsé all for free, just because 
they love your children and want GP to be the best place it can be!  

In other strategic news, Miss Rania 
joined the leadership team for a day, as 
she  rep laced  Miss  Dav ies  as                  
headteacher. She worked ALL day,              
diligently ensuring that the staff were 
on task and completing all of her                      
paperwork. Well done Miss Rania! You 
definitely have great things ahead in 
your future!  

There have been many many trips across the school this term expanding the               
childrenõs learning and contextualising it into real life. It has also been great to 
have so many new parent helpers applying for DBS checks to join in and take 
part on school trips. Thank you to all who have helped ð we would not be able to 
do it without you :) 

Whilst it has been a brilliant term for learningé it has been a sad term for school 
finances. Over the years, the PTA has changed its remit, from previously                   
providing money for all those ôadded extrasõ that make GP so special - we are 
now back to an increasing need to ask the PTA if we can use the money raised to 
purchase core resources like glue sticks and whiteboard pens.  

As we approach the end of the school financial year the reality of the real-term 
cuts in school funding becomes clearer. We have been working closely with the 
Governors to create a sustainability plan to ensure that we continue to deliver an 
outstanding education to our local community, but we do have some difficult                  
decisions to make in the upcoming months and years.  

Whilst we are hoping that the government have a major turnaround and school 
funding dramatically increases ð we are being realistic about the future and know 
that we will have to make some changes.  

We will share more information in the coming months as we put a plan together 
that will allow us to deliver an outstanding education, whilst also continuing with 
the extra-curricular activities and pastoral care that is so important to                     
developing the well-rounded, articulate, talented, considerate young people that 
leave us in Year 6.  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
¶ Tuesday 22nd April ÅSchool Starts  
¶ Tuesday 6th May ÅParent Workshop on Body Image Issues with Children  
¶ Thursday 22nd May ÅKS2 Sports Day @ Chiswick School  
¶ Friday 23rd May ÅEYFS & KS1 Sports Day @ Chiswick School  
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Spring Has Sprung (finally!) 



 

 

 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ DǊƻǾŜ tŀǊƪ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ t¢! ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 

aŀǊŎƘ нлнр                                    
 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǉǳƛŜǘŜǊ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ t¢! ōǳǘ ǎǝƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ                 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϻпΣрллΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ              
Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ όϻмΣтллύΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ Ŧǳƴ vǳƛȊ bƛƎƘǘ ϧ млл /ƭǳō όϻмΣнллύΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ-ŎǊŀȊȅ {ƴŀŎƪ {ŀƭŜǎ όϻмΣлллύ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ {ŀƭŜǎ όϻррлύΦ ¸Ǌ с ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ϻтлл ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ 
ϻоΣлллΦ  

 

¢ƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǿƛǎƘƭƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ .ǳǘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ wƛŎƘΩǎ vǳƛȊ bƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎƻ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǎǇƻǘΗ  

 

!ƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǘƘƴŀǎƛǳƳ tŀǊǘȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ                       
ōǊŀƛƴ-ǘŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ                    
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀǘ .ǳŘƎŜƴǎΦ  

 

hǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ                    
ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ {ƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΗ bŜȄǘ 
ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳƳŜǊ CŀƛǊΣ ǎƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ                   
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǇΦ !ƴŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŜŀǊƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ƘŜƭǇǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ  ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎΩ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŘƻǿƴΗ  

 

{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ мр aŀȅ - ŀ ƴŜǿ ŜǾŜƴǘ - ǘƘŜ .ŀǊƴ 5ŀƴŎŜΗ /ƻǿōƻȅ ōƻƻǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƛƴŜ 
ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎΦ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ р Wǳƭȅ - {ǳƳƳŜǊ CŀƛǊΧŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 
DǊƻǾŜ tŀǊƪΩǎ Dƻǘ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘ ŀŎǘΦ 

9ŀǊƭȅ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ¢ŜǊƳ - {ƛƭŜƴǘ !ǳŎǝƻƴ Χ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΗ  

 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ǊƻƭŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ                         
ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎǳƛǘǎ ȅƻǳΦ DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘϪƎǊƻǾŜǇŀǊƪǇǘŀΦƻǊƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜΦ  

ǿǿǿΦƎǊƻǾŜǇŀǊƪǇǘŀΦƻǊƎ  
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As true reading enthusiasts, it is no surprise that our love of 
reading shone through during Book Week this term. Across 
school, we took part in lots of exciting activities, author visits, 
World Book Day dress-up and a whole lot of reading fun to 
celebrate our love of books!  

Throughout the week, 
we were lucky enough 
t o  w e l c o me  t h r e e     
different authors to 
Grove Park! Reception 
and Year 1 were visited 

by Erin Eassey, the author of Christopherõs Characters. The      
childrenõs creativity soared as they thought up their own unique 
and exciting characters inspired by this picture book.   

For Years 2, 3, and 4, the author Zoe Antoniades was the special 
guest. The children learned all about the adventures of Cally and 
Jimmy, the characters from Zoe's books, before using a story 

mountain to design their own 
stories featuring the duo.  

In Year 5 and Year 6, Jim Cockin, the author of Ghost Tide, visited 
the children to inspire them with the art of writing for TV. The    
children were given long, detailed pieces of writing that they had to 
edit and make more concise for TV scriptwriting.   

Throughout the week, we explored the Character Multiverse, where 
we imagined what would happen if characters from different stories 
got lost in each otherõs worlds. The children illustrated and wrote 
their own stories, blending characters from various books into     
exciting new adventures. 

We also celebrated the love of reading at Grove Park by taking part 
in a ôTeacher Reading Swapõ, 
where each of our teachers had 

the opportunity to share their favourite book with another class. The 
children also enjoyed taking part in our popular ôBedtime Storyõ event 
in school this year. They shared their favourite stories with their   
classes, whilst getting cosy with their blankets, dressing gowns and 
cuddly toys in front of the ôfireõ. As a surprise, the ôDrop and Readõ 
session provided an opportunity for the children to take time out of 
their busy school day to read and share their love of stories.  

As always, World Book Day was a highlight of the week! The      
children (and teachers) impressed everyone with their creative       
costumes inspired by their favourite book characters. In our whole 
school assembly, the children enjoyed trying to figure out which 
teacher was behind the book during our ôGuess the Teacherõ Reading 
Challenge, before parading their wonderful costumes to the rest of 
the school. 
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Once Upon A Book Week! 
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Year 2ôs Recipe for a Healthy Life!  

As part of our PSHE unit this term ôHealthy Meõ, we have been focusing 
on the importance of eating healthily and the five different food groups. 
Luckily this linked with our Science topic ôHealthy Humansõ, so we have 
become experts at looking after the human body! In our first lesson, we 
discussed different ways to keep our bodies healthy including exercise, 
drinking water,  eating healthy food and getting plenty of sleep. Then in 

groups we created freeze frames of different 
ways to stay healthy.  

In our next lesson, we looked at what it 
means to be relaxed, and why it is an im-
portant part of staying healthy. We had a 
class discussion, in which we shared what we 
do to make us calm and relaxed, and what we 
look like when we are relaxed.  

To ôwrap upõ our ôHealthy Meõ unit, we thought it would be a great idea to 
use our knowledge of the food groups to make a healthy wrap! First we  
discussed which ingredients we would need (cucumber, hummus, bread, 
cheese and lettuce), and then we   arranged each food into itõs food group. 

Now it was time to make the wraps! After washing our hands, we started to make our healthy wraps, 
and had to make sure we used teamwork, so there were enough ingredients for everyone on our table. 
It was so much fun! 

This half term, our Eco Council has been gathering ideas from every class on how we can make our 
school more environmentally friendly. Pupils discussed ways to reduce waste, save energy, improve our 
school grounds, and raise awareness of environmental issues. Their                       
fantastic suggestions included introducing mini gardeners to care for 
plants, managing paper use more effectively, and setting up incentives such 
as class rewards and Dojo points for eco-friendly actions. They also                    
proposed improving our composting system, growing more food for school 
lunches, and holding a plant sale to raise funds for future green initiatives. 

 

Other ideas focused on making the school community more                                
environmentally aware. Pupils suggested adding more recycling bins to the 
playground,  running a poster competition, and setting up a litter-picking 
club to keep our school tidy. They also want to organise an environmental charity day and deliver an 
Eco Council assembly to inspire others. We are incredibly proud of their enthusiasm and look forward to 
putting their ideas into action. We will be meeting again in the Summer Term.  

Eco Action: Building a Greener Future at School!  



 

 
In Spring 1, Year 2 had an exciting day out at the Water and Steam 
Museum! The adventure began with a short train journey, which got 
everyone in the spirit for the day ahead. Once we arrived at the   
museum, we couldnõt wait to start exploring! 
 
The highlight of the day was the workshop titled Mrs. Tristamõs 
Wonderful Water Show. In this hands-on session, the children 
learned all about how London has sourced and used water    
throughout history. The most exciting part was when everyone got 
involved in creating a human water cycle! It was a fun and          
interactive way to understand 
how water used to travel through 
our city. 
 

After the workshop, we enjoyed a tasty lunch in the museumõs Steam 
Room, surrounded by lots of huge steam engines! The fun continued 
as we explored the museumõs many interactive exhibits. The children 
had a blast crawling through a pretend sewer (watch out for the fake 
rat!), turning wheels to create a water system, and trying out other 
hands-on games. These activities helped the children see how water 
and steam have shaped the world in which we live. 
 
It was a fantastic day filled with learning, fun, and adventure. Year 2 
returned to school full of stories about their trip, excited to share   
everything theyõd discovered! 

Full Steam Ahead: Year 2ôs Water-Powered Adventure! 

Year 5 had the incredible opportunity to visit a local 
Gurdwara in Hounslow this term, deepening our    
understanding of the Sikh religion while consolidating 
what we had previously learned in class. As we 
stepped inside, we were warmly welcomed and shown 
around the prayer hall. We were fascinated by the 
sacred artefacts on display, which helped us connect 
our studies to real-life objects and traditions. Our 
guides explained key aspects of Sikh beliefs, including 
equality, selfless service, and the importance of Guru 

Granth Sahib, the Sikh holy book. 

One of the highlights of our visit was experiencing the Langar, the free         
community kitchen where everyone, regardless of background, is welcome to 
share a meal. We were amazed by the generosity of the volunteers who prepared 
delicious vegetarian food for us to try. Sitting together, we enjoyed a range of 
great food, truly appreciating the Sikh values of kindness and hospitality. The trip 
was an unforgettable experience, and we left with a greater appreciation for Sikh 
culture and the importance of community and service. 

A Taste of Sikh Hospitality  
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During the Spring term, we came together to celebrate Childrenõs   Men-
tal Health Week with the inspiring theme: Know Yourself, Grow                  
Yourself. It was a fantastic opportunity for us all to explore what makes 
us unique, learn more about ourselves, and support each other in          
growing into the best versions of who we are.  

Throughout the week, children took part in engaging PSHE lessons, 
where they explored emotions, self-care strategies, and how to build               
resilience. In whole-class reading sessions, we dived into stories that              
encouraged self-reflection, kindness, and understanding of others'      
feelings. 

A highlight of the week was our 
whole-school art project, inspired 
by the beautiful book ôBeneathõ by 
Cori Doerrfeld.  Each chi ld                   

designed a leaf representing their personal growth, challenges 
theyõve overcome, or things that help them feel happy and safe. 
These leaves were added to our stunning tree display in the front 
office, a powerful reminder that we are all growing together as a 
school community. 

 

To promote kindness and    
f r iendsh ip,  we  in troduced   
Guardian Angels, where each 
child secretly looked out for a 
friend, offering kind words,     
encouragement, or small acts of 
kindness throughout the week. It was wonderful to see so many      
children embracing this role and spreading positivity! 

We ended the week on a high with Dress to Express Day -a chance for 
everyone to celebrate their uniqueness through clothing, colours, and 
creative outfits. The highlight of the day was our catwalk celebration in 
Fridayõs assembly, 
where chi ldren 

(and teachers!) strutted down the hall, showing off 
their individuality with confidence and joy. A huge 
well done to all our children for embracing the 
week with such enthusiasm and for raising a total 
of Ã327.57 for the Childrenõs Mental Health   
charity, Place2Be! 

By knowing ourselves better, we can continue to 
grow, support one another, and build a school 
community where everyone feels valued and     
understood. 

Know Yourself, Grow Yourself! 
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New Team, New Ideas: Grove Parkôs School Council in Action!  

This term, we said a fond farewell to Team 1, including our fantastic Secretary, 
Chelsea (Year 6 Elder), and welcomed Team 2, with Jasper (Year 6 Oak) as our 
new Secretary. A huge thank you to both for their hard work, as well as to all 
our Class Councillors for their dedication! 

 
Our first meeting focused on our Maths curriculum, led 
by Mrs. Kavanagh. We love outdoor maths learning, 
games, and challenges, and hope to do even more! We 
also discussed our new Playground Zones with Mr. Rick 
and Miss Deborah, sharing ideas for future activities like 
table tennis, giant chess, and a zipline! 

 

Before Team 1 finished their term, they highlighted key topics for future discussion: school lunches with 
international options, access to books and board games at break, and ways to improve school facilities. 
We were grateful to thank Team 1 in a whole school assembly! 

 

After half-term, we welcomed our new team, including Reception                        
representatives from Chestnut and Willow. Our first meeting featured Mrs.                
McGregor, who listened to our feedback on Mental Health Week. We loved 
Dress to Express Day, being Guardian Angels, and mindful activities. Next 
year,  we hope for  even more                
outdoor events and mindful cooking! 

 

Following Team 1õs request, we met                   
Aidan and Kerry from The Lunchtime 

Company to discuss school meals. Fish and curly fries were the top 
Friday choice, while Key Stage 2 voted for baguettes and Key Stage 
1 and Reception preferred sandwiches. Weõre excited about upcoming 
themed food daysñTaco Tuesdays may be on the way! 

 

Next time, weõll share highlights from our incredible Book Week with 
Miss Course. A massive thank you to both Team 1 and Team 2 for your hard work and brilliant                 
suggestions. Weõre so proud of you all! 

See you next term! 
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This term, our Year 6 students have been exploring how climate change affects natural disasters in the 
UK and worldwide. Through engaging lessons, the children gained insights into the causes, impacts, and 
responses to extreme weather events. 
 
They started by comparing floods in the UK and India,                          
considering how different communities adapt.  Using their                     
creativity, Year 6 designed flood-proof houses with innovative                        
features. Next, they examined cyclones in the UK and Vietnam, 
learning what conditions lead to their formation. Snowstorms 
were also investigated, with students analysing their effects in the 
UK and the USA. 
 
Wildfires became the focus as the children compared their causes 
and impacts in the UK and Canada. They created informative 
posters on how to stay safe during such events. In another                   
lesson, they explored the effects of drought in the UK and Africa, 
sorting its economic, environmental, and social impacts. To wrap 
up, Year 6 showcased their learning by designing comic strips illustrating how climate change influences 
natural disasters. Their enthusiasm and creativity have been inspiring!  

From Beanstalks to Butterflies: Nurseryôs Spring Journey!  

In Spring 1, Nursery enjoyed the topic ôTraditional Talesõ beginning with the story of ôJack and The 
Beanstalkõ, which gave them the opportunity to role play using descriptive language to describe the 
characters and events from the story. They used pictures to create a story map and enjoyed acting out 
the story at the puppet theatre. 

Also, in Spring 1 they celebrated Chinese New Year, which is the 
year of the Snake. Other celebrations included Valentineõs Day, 
thinking about the people who are special to them, and tasting 
some yummy pancakes to celebrate the beginning of Lent. 

In Spring 2 the next topic was ôThings That Growõ. They learnt 
about the life cycles of a 
butterfly and plant and 
got to plant some seeds in the outdoor area. 

They went on very first school trip to the local church, St. 
Michaelõs, where they were met by the Vicar, Martine. She 
spoke to them as to why Easter is such an important        
celebration in the Christian faith. Martine told Nursery about 
the Easter story and explained that it is a celebration of new 
life. It was very exciting to be at the church! 

Year 6 Tackle Climate Change and Natural Disasters! 



 

On a crisp, sunny Tuesday, during the 
last week of term, pupils from Year 6 
Oak and Elder embarked on an exciting 
adventure to the London Transport    
Museum, where they had the opportunity 
to explore the history of Londonõs iconic 
transport system. The highlight of the 
day was our "Coding the Capitaló    
workshop, which combined technology, 
problem-solving, and a little bit of history. 
 
The workshop kicked off with an        
introduction to the various modes of 
transport that have shaped the city.   
Students learned about the evolution of 
transport in London, from horse-drawn 
carriages to the modern-day tube trains. 
However, the real fun began when the 
children got hands-on with coding     
challenges designed to solve transport-related problems. 
 
Throughout the workshop, Year 6 students worked in teams, using coding tools to create solutions for 
everyday transport issues. They programmed simulations of bus routes, created interactive maps, and 
even solved logistical puzzles to help improve the efficiency of Londonõs public transport network. It was 
a fantastic way for the children to see how coding and technology are integrated into real-world      
challenges! 
 
After the workshop, the students were given time to explore the museum. They marvelled at the wide 
range of exhibits, from the vintage red buses and the first underground trains, to the sleek modern    
vehicles used today. The interactive displays and models allowed the children to dive deeper into the  

fascinating world of transport, learning about how the cityõs 
transport system has grown and adapted over the years. 
Through their scavenger hunt around the museum, they   
deepened their learning about Victorian transport, which they 
had covered in our Spring History topic, whilst also learning 
about more modern transport developments and predicting 
what might happen to our transport in the future! 
 
The trip was a huge success, not only in terms of learning but 
also in fostering teamwork and creativity. The children      
returned to school, via the London underground with a   
greater appreciation for the role transport plays in the capital 
and the technology behind it. It was a pleasure to see the  
childrenõs enthusiasm for computing and their scientific      
investigation skills being put to good use ð we think we have 
many budding engineers, mechanics and maybe even train 
drivers on our hands! 
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Year 6ôs Transport Adventure at the Transport Museum! 
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In Year 1, we have been busy in many of our lessons learning about     
animals and the different ways they contribute to our world. Starting with 
English, we have been looking at non-fiction texts and creating our very 
own information report all about pigs, we are now pig experts!            
Additionally, in Geography, our topic has been ôWhere does our food come 
from?õ.  
 
We have learnt about lots of different 
types of farms and the variety of foods 
that come from them.  Finally, our Science 
enquiry question was ôAre all animals the 
same?õ. Year 1 loved looking at this,                
comparing the different characteristics and 

diets of the various  animal groups.  
 
The highlight of our term was our fantastic trip to Hounslow Urban 
Farm. We enjoyed looking at all the amazing animals on the farm,               
especially the giant pig! We were very lucky and got to hold and feed 
lots of different animals, this involved being really brave and having a 
snake around our neckséMiss Bisson and Miss Tyler were too scared!  
 

From Pigs to Pythons: Year 1ôs Animal Adventures!  

This half term, Year 4 embarked on an exciting trip to the beautiful Chiswick 
House, where we delved into the world of living organisms and had a hands-on 
learning experience exploring the Kitchen Gardens. The main focus of the trip 
was to explore the three main classification kingdoms - animals, plants, and             
fungi ð which can be found in the gardens. 
 
The children were tasked with identifying examples of each kingdom in the     
garden. Armed with their knowledge from their Science lessons about living 
things and their habitats, the children carefully examined their surroundings. 
From the vibrant, leafy plants to the fascinating              
fungi and lively creatures, the students took their 

time to find, identify, and draw the different species they came across. They 
then labelled each one, reinforcing their understanding of classification and 
how living things can be grouped. 
 
After their time in the Kitchen Gardens, the students set out for a walk 
around the grounds to explore even more of the local wildlife. They were on 
the lookout for various plants and animals to observe and classify. This     
activity allowed the children to apply their new knowledge of the three    
kingdoms and see the diversity of life that exists in their local area, which we 
will later classify by creating our very own Chiswick House branching        
diagram.  

Hands-On with Classification at Chiswick House Gardens 



 

Throughout this term, children from across the school have been showing how 
they are Mathematical wizards, working hard to demonstrate a range of skills, 
methods and strategies which often translate across mathematical topics.  Most 
importantly, theyõve then proven how valuable this knowledge is by applying it 
to real life scenarios and situations, showing how they understand that    
Mathematics will continue to be central to their lives going forward. 

Down in Reception, in the children have been looking at 
really grasping the fundamentals of number, using ten 
frames to assist them in their understanding of numbers 
up to eight. Also, they used physical objects show their 
understanding of the concept ômoreõ, showing they 

could add two amounts together already at such a young age! This progressed in 
year 1 to counting in multiples of a number and when counting in 5õs their own 
hands came in useful to help! Meanwhile, over in Year 2, the children have been 
looking at doing the opposite, using physical objects from around the classroom 
to support them in dividing numbers into groups of 2, 5 or 10. Additionally, the 
children showed they understood the importance of accuracy by measuring     
objects with their rulers to discover how long they were, with this collected data 

allowing them to make accurate comparisons about which 
objects were longer/shorter.  

Up in KS2, measuring continued in Year 3, but this time including metres as well 
as centimetres. The children not only measured objects but also themselves ð 
again showing the importance of these skills in the real world. Year 4 then     
applied this idea of measurement still further by going for a walk around school 
to accurately measure the perimeter of the school building using different    
methods ð what a great way to think about accuracy and relevancy of different 
methods of data collection as well! Both years 3 and 4 have also been    
astounding us with their fabulous fractions while getting outside. Year 3 have 
shown they understand how to represent numerators of non-unit fractions as bar 
models, while in Year 4 they have used part-whole models to show different   
partitioning of fractions.  

Further up in the school, fantastic fractions continues with Year 5 not only thinking about addition and 
subtraction of fractions, but also how repeated addition can help them understand how to multiply   
fractions by a whole number. In Year 6, this fraction knowledge was 
extended still further and applied to percentages, with the children 
having to show their mastery and flexible thinking to come up with 
multiple answers.  And, while the children have been preparing for 
SATs, the importance of real life application is still clear as they 
thought about how ratios help them develop and scale recipes for 
different quantities.     

Overall, the children continue to astound us with their mathematical 
ability and, in particular, after an assembly about how Maths is in 
everything we do (from the time it takes us to get ready in the morning to knowing when our birthday 
is) Mrs Kavanagh loved the number of children that came up and wanted to talk to her about the  
Mathematics they had used that day. Such enthusiasm it fabulous to see and we canõt wait to see where 
it will take us at Grove Park in the Summer Term! 
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