2025

P
e

Page 1

Spring Has Sprung

It has been another busy term at GP! It was really lovely to see so many of you
at the Open Morning in Spring Term 1; the children always appreciate gheir
adults visiting the school to see their learning and their classroom and thigterm
was no different!

We celebrated Governorsd Appreci atji ol
message of thanks from the school community. The Governors give up thdr time
to read | ots of paperwork and attgnd
they love your children and want GP to be the best place it can be!

S ——— —

In other strategic news, Miss Rat
RAVY, «9 joined the leadership team for a day,
4‘7",,;,&%{?}?5;3 she replaced Miss Davies |
‘headteacher She worked ALL di

Tisc® diligently ensuring that the staff wel
d on task and completing all of h
paperwork. Well done Miss Rania! Y S
‘B definitely have great things ahead il § N —

' 4l your future!
There have been many many trips across the school this term expandig the
childrends |l earning and contextualfi
have so many new parent helpers applying for DBS checks to join in ang
part on school trips. Thank you to all who have helgede would not be able t
do it without you :)

take

Whil st it has been a brilliant te
finances. Over the years, the PTA has changed its remit, from prev
providing money for all t hos e -weaadd e d
now back to an increasing need to ask the PTA if we can use the money raiged to
purchase core resources like glue sticks and whiteboard pens.

As we approach the end of the school financial year the reality of thetesal
cuts in school funding becomes clearer. We have been working closely with the
Governors to create a sustainability plan to ensure that we continue to deligr an
outstanding education to our local community, but we do have some difficult
decisions to make in the upcoming months and years.

Whilst we are hoping that the government have a major turnaround and sghool
funding dramatically increas€swe are being realistic about the future and knpw
that we will have to make some changes.

We will share more information in the coming months as we put a plan toggther
that will allow us to deliver an outstanding education, whilst also continuing jvith
the extracurricular activities and pastoral care that is so important]to

developing the wetbunded, articulate, talented, considerate young people jthat
leave us in Year 6.

UPCOMING EVENTS

1 Tuesday 22nd April A School Starts

1 Tuesday 6th May A Parent Workshop on Body Image Issues with Children
1 Thursday 22nd May A KS2 Sports Day @ Chiswick School

1 Friday 23rd May A EYFS & KS1 Sports Day @ Chiswick School
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https://www.groveparkpta.org/home
mailto:contact@groveparkpta.org
http://www.groveparkpta.org

Upon A Book Week

As true reading enthusiasts, it is no surprise that our lovg of

s Throughout the weel
we were lucky enoud
‘'to welcome threg
d|fferent authors tcs
| Grove Park! Recepti(
and Year 1 were visite}:
by Erin Eassey, t he
childrends <creativity soaredt-
and exciting characters inspired by this picture book. “/P/f/,; "

For Years 2, 3, and 4, the author Zoe Antoniades was the sp
guest. The children learned all about the adventures of Call
Jimmy, the characters from Zoe's books, before using a

T 3 ¢ mountain to design their own
i i, - tories featuring the duo.

Catherine gy "‘ﬁ i poger

in a OTeacher

where each of our teachers hg=
the opportunity to share their favourite book with another class.
children also enjoyed taking
in school this year. They shared their favourite stories with
classes, whilst getting cosy with their blankets, dressing gown
cuddly toys in front of the @
session provided an opportunity for the children to take time o
their busy school day to read and share their love of stories. '

As always, World Book Day was a highlight of the week! %
children (and teachers) impressed everyone with their crg
costumes inspired by their favourite book characters. In our
school assembly, the children enjoyed trying to figure out
teacher was behind the book ¢
Challenge, before parading their wonderful costumes to the re %
the school. !
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Yed@d28® Reci pe for a Healthy Li

As part of our PSHE wunit this  WE.D
on the importance of eating healthily and the five different food gro e
Luckily this |Iinked with our S
become experts at looking after the human body! In our first lessorgg”, =4
discussed different ways to keep our bodies healthy including ex
drinking water, eating healthy food and getting plenty of sleep. The

groups we created freeze frames of differ

ways to stay healthy.

" In our next lesson, we looked at what

“# means to be relaxed, and why it is an i

portant part of staying healthy. We had

class discussion, in which we shared wha

== do to make us calm and relaxed, and what
look like when we are relaxed.

To Owrap upd our

' ~discussed which ingredients we would need (cucumber, hummus,
\ W cheese and lettuce), and then wg
Now it was time to make the wraps! After washing our hands, we started to make our healthy
and had to make sure we used teamwork, so there were enough ingredients for everyone on o
It was so much fun!

Eco Action: Buil di ng a

This half term, our Eco Council has been gathering ideas from every class on how we can

school more environmentally friendRupils discussed ways to reduce waste, save energy, improye our
school grounds, and raise awareness of environmental issues. Their

fantastic suggestions included introducing mini gardeners to care for

plants, managing paper use more effectively, and setting up incentives s

as class rewards and Dojo points for ddendly actions. They also |

proposed improving our composting system, growing more food for schifg

lunches, and holding a plant sale to raise funds for future green initiativees

Other ideas focused on making the school community more

environmentally aware. Pupils suggested adding more recycling bins to the

playground, running a poster competition, and setting up a liftieking

club to keep our school tidy. They also want to organise an environmental charity day and del§er an
Eco Council assembly to inspire others. We are incredibly proud of their enthusiasm and look forgvard to
putting their ideas into action. We will be meeting again in the Summer Term.
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we couldndot wai't
ear The highlight of the day was the workshop titlet#r s .
2| Wonderful Water ShowIn this handson session, the childrdn
Aul learned all about how London has sourced and used
& hroughout history. The most exciting part was when everyon
M involved in creating a human water cycle! It was a fun
interactive way to understa *'g:u \
how water used to travel throug
& our city.

After the workshop, we enjoye
Room, surrounded by lots of huge steam engines! The fun con .
as we explored the museumdés r |
had a blast crawling through a pretend sewer (watch out for the 1
rat!), turning wheels to create a water system, and trying out o
handson games. These activities helped the children see how
and steam have shaped the world in which we live.

It was a fantastic day filled with learning, fun, and adventure. Ye¢

returned to school full of stories about their trip, excited to st
everything theydd discovered!

A Taste of Sikh Hospitality

Year 5 had the incredible opportunity to visit a Iol ;
Gurdwara in Hounslow this term, deepening . &
understanding of the Sikh religion while consolidal

; ¥ around the prayer hall. We were fascinated by }
\gsacred artefacts on displ hich helped 2
\ . play, which helpe usco;i
our studies to redlife objects and traditions. O

£ = N equality, selfless service, and the importance of
Granth Sahib, the Sikh holy book.

One of the highlights of our visit was experiencing the Langar, the
community kitchen where everyone, regardless of background, is welcc
share a meal. We were amazed by the generosity of the volunteers who pre
delicious vegetarian food for us to try. Sitting together, we enjoyed a ranc
great food, truly appreciating the Sikh values of kindness and hospitality. Th
was an unforgettable experience, and we left with a greater appreciation fo =
culture and the importance of community and service.




Know Yoursel f |, Grow Your sel

During the Spring term, we e t
tal Health Week with the inspiring theme: Know Yourself, Grow
Yourself. It was a fantastic opportunity for us all to explore what mgkes

us unique, learn more about ourselves, and support each othfr in
growing into the best versions of who we are.

Throughout the week, children took part in engaging PSHE lesgons,
" where they explored emotions, sedfe strategies, and how to build
resilience. In wholelass reading sessions, we dived into stories ghat
' encouraged setkflection, kindness, and understanding of othgrs'
* feelings.

A highlight of the week was our
wholeschool art project, inspire |
by the beautif L [la ‘ : 6 b
Cori Doerrfeld. Each child j | %
designed a leaf representing their personal growth, challdgsss ‘ ,, ‘
theydve overcome, or t hi ngs e ; f e
These leaves were added to our stunning tree display in the i :
office, a powerful reminder that we are all growing together a=
school community.

“friendship, we introduce
Guardian Angels, where ea =

~ child secretly looked out for & &
friend, offering kind words

- encouragement, or small acts of

=9

L kindness throughout the week. It was wonderful to see so rjany

children embracing this role and spreading positivity!

We ended the week on a high with Dress to Express-Bajpance fo

Fridayds
where childre
(and teachers!) strutted down the hall, showing
their individuality with confidence and joy. A h
well done to all our children for embracing t&
week with such enthusiasm and for raising a t T\ _uv= Wy, & e W
of A327.57 for the @ 1 e e t h
charity, Place2Be! ;o = —
By knowing ourselves better, we can continuqee
grow, support one another, and build a schiji

community where everyone feels valued
understood.
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New Team, New crik

new Secretary. A huge thank you to both for their hard work, as well as to
our Class Councillors for their dedication!

Our first meeting focused on our Maths curriculum,
by Mrs. Kavanagh. We love outdoor maths learn
games, and challenges, and hope to do even more
also discussed our new Playground Zones with Mr.
and Miss Deborah, sharing ideas for future activities
table tennis, giant chess, and a zipline! Secretary

Before Team 1 finished their term, they highlighted key topics for future discussion: school lunchgs with
international options, access to books and board games at break, and ways to improve school filities.

We were grateful to thank Team 1 in a whole school assembly!

After halfterm, we welcomed our new team, including Recepgon

Dress to Express Day, being Guardian Angels, and mindful activities.
year, we hope for even more __
outdoor events and mindful cooking! - ‘

Following Team | == Ld m

““ Aidan and Kerry from The Lunchtin

Company to discuss school meals. Fish and curly fries were th

Friday choice, while Key Stage 2 voted for baguettes and Key ,

1 and Reception preferred sa e X
themed food day$ Taco Tuesdays may be on the way!

Ne xt ti me

we ol | share highlights from our finc

Miss Course. A massive thank you to both Team 1 and Team 2 for your hard work and brifliant
suggestions. Wedre so proud of you al !

See you next term!
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From Beanstal ks to®& Baprtiemdg | J

Il n Spring 1, Nursery enjoyed the topic
Beanstal ko, which gave them the opportunit

the story at the puppet theatre.

Also, in Spring 1 they celebrated Chinese New Year, which i
year of the Snake. Ot her ce

thinking about the people who are special to them, and tas
some yummy pancakes to celebrate the beginning of Lent.

I n Spring 2 the next topi c @
Ty R @  about the life cycles of
' butterfly and plant and=—
got to plant some seeds in the outdoor area.

They went on very first school trip to the local church,
iMichaelés, where they wer ¢
% spoke to them as to why Easter is such an importgnt

the Easter story and explained that it is a celebration of
life. It was very exciting to be at the church!

Year 6 Tackl e

responses to extreme weather events.

They started by comparing floods in the UK and
considering how different communities adapt. Using
creativity, Year 6 designed flogmoof houses with innovati
features. Next, they examined cyclones in the UK and Vie
learning what conditions lead to their formation. Snowsto
were also investigated, with students analysing their effects i
UK and the USA.

Wildfires became the focus as the children compared their cf |

and impacts in the UK and Canada. They created inform &

posters on how to stay safe during such events. In anc’

lesson, they explored the effects of drought in the UK and Afgs

sorting its economic, environmental, and social impacts. To Wrap

up, Year 6 showcased their learning by designing comic strips illustrating how climate change i
natural disasters. Their enthusiasm and creativity have been inspiring!
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Ye®® Transport Adventure at h €

On a crisp, sunny Tuesday, during th
last week of term, pupils from Year
Oak and Elder embarked on an excit
adventure to the London Transpga
Museum, where they had the opportu wﬁj
to explore the hilf
transport system. The highlight of tR§ & Ji- = v
day was our " Co o 1 | gk A s ! Sesa
workshop, which combined technolo i |l " [ —
problemsolving, and a little bit of histor

S
i

orium

The workshop kicked off with g
introduction to the various modes

transport that have shaped the cith

Students learned about the evolution

transport in London, from horsgrawn

carriages to the moderday tube trains

However, the real fun began when t

children got hand®n with coding

challenges designed to solve transpetated problems.

Throughout the workshop, Year 6 students worked in teams, using coding tools to create solutfons for
everyday transport issues. They programmed simulations of bus routes, created interactive mgps, an
even solved |l ogistical puzzles to help 1 mprjove
a fantastic way for the children to see how coding and technology are integrated intevcekl
challenges!

After the workshop, the students were given time to explore the museum. They marvelled at tije wide
range of exhibits, from the vintage red buses and the first underground trains, to the sleek fhodern
vehicles used today. The interactive displays and models allowed the children to dive deeper jjnto the
_fascinating world of trangpor
B transport system has grown and adapted over the ydars.
§ Through their scavenger hunt around the museum, fhey
deepened their learning about Victorian transport, which ghey
had covered in our Spring History topic, whilst also learging
about more modern transport developments and predigting
what might happen to our transport in the future!

but
en
a
tal
. and the technology behind it. It was a pleasure to seefthe
childrends ent husi asm C «

'investigation skills being put to good u8ewve think we have
many budding engineers, mechanics and maybe evenjtrain
drivers on our hands!
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own information report all about pigs, we are now pig exp
tionally, in Geography, our

We have learnt about lots of differe

types of farms and the variety of food

that come from them. Finally, our Scier

enquiry question

same?0. Year 1

comparing the different characteristics
diets of the various animal groups.

The highlight of our term was our fantastic trip to Hounslow Ur
Farm. We enjoyed looking at all the amazing animals on the f
especially the giant pig! We were very lucky and got to hold and
lots of different animals, this involved being really brave and havi
snake around our neckséMiss Bi

Ha n O W|th Cl assificat

time to find, identify, and draw the different species they came across.
then labelled each one, reinforcing their understanding of classificatio
how living things can be grouped.

After their time in the Kitchen Gardens, the students set out for a ¥
around the grounds to explore even more of the local wildlife. They we
the lookout for various plants and animals to observe and classify.
activity allowed the children to apply their new knowledge of the tis
kingdoms and see the diversity of life that exists in their local area, whid&
will later classify by creating our very own Chiswick House brang
diagram.
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Mat hs 1| n Action

'they are Mathematlcal wizards, working hard to demonstrate a range of k|IIs
) methods and strategies which often translate across mathematical topics.j Most

Il mportantly, theydve then proven jhow
= to real life scenarios and situations, showing how they understand jthat
Mathematics will continue to be central to their lives going forward.

Down in Reception, in the children have been looking at
really grasping the fundamentals of number, using ten
/ frames to assist them in their understanding of numbers
up to eight. Also, they used physical objects show their
understanding of the <concept ompr e
could add two amounts together already at such a young age! This progressed in
year 1 to counting in multiples of a numbe an
hands came in useful to help! Meanwhile, over in Year 2, the children have been
looking at doing the opposite, using physical objects from around the classroom
to support them in dividing numbers into groups of 2, 5 or 10. Additionally, the
children showed they understood the importance of accuracy by measuring
objects with their rulers to discover how long they were, with this collected data
allowing them to make accurate comparisons about which
objects were longer/shorter.

Up in KS2, measuring continued in Year 3, but this time including metres ag well
as centimetres. The children not only measured objects but also them&glves
again showing the importance of these skills in the real world. Year 4 jthen
applied this idea of measurement still further by going for a walk around sghool
to accurately measure the perimeter of the school building using different
methodsd what a great way to think about accuracy and relevancy of diffefent
methods of data collection as well! Both years 3 and 4 have also peen
astounding us with their fabulous fractions while getting outside. Year 3 jpave
shown they understand how to represent numerators ofunaibfractions as ba
models, while in Year 4 they have used pattole models to show differept
partitioning of fractions.

Further up in the school, fantastic fractions continues with Year 5 not only thinking about additigh and
subtraction of fractions, but also how repeated addition can help them understand how to Itiply
fractions by a whole number. In Year 6, this fraction knowledge was
extended still further and applied to percentages, with the children
having to show their mastery and flexible thinking to come up with
multiple answers. And, while the children have been preparing for
SATs, the importance of real life application is still clear as they

thought about how ratios help them develop and scale recipes for
different quantities.

Overall, the children continue to astound us with their mathematical
ability and, in particular, after an assembly about how Maths is in
everything we do (from the time it takes us to get ready in the morning to knowing when our bifghday

Mat hematics they had used that day. Such enjt hu
it will take us at Grove Park in the Summer Term!
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