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We are hoping that Spring has finally sprung and that we 
can enjoy some warmer weather after the Easter break. We 
would love to share and celebrate some of the amazing 
talent at Grove Park, beginning with Lefteris in Year 5. 
Lefteris took part in a creative writing competition, for 7-13 
year olds,  during the weekend and was awarded with a 
silver certificate. What a great achievement Lefteris, such 
brilliant writing at school AND at home. Miss Bevington, Mr 
Hibbert and all of us at Grove Park are very proud of your 
achievement. Keep up your passion for writing. We canõt 
wait to read your first novel! 

We all know that money is in short 
supply everywhere at the moment and at Grove Park it is no different. This term we had two 
special donations. Sofia in Year 5 spent time at the weekend making some beautiful homemade 
cards. She then sold them raising money for her class. Miss Rodrigues asked what she thought 
it would be best to spend the money on and Sofiaõs request was foré more pencils and rubbers 
for the classroom. Sofiaõs money was used to buy a basket of stationery which she presented to 
the class with Miss Rodrigues. Sofia got a huge cheer, clap and even a hug from one of her 
friends. Thank you Sofia!!! 

Lower down the school, in Year 2 and Reception, Samuel and Celeste made the decision that to help the school 
they would donate their weekõs pocket money to their class. With nearly Ã3 in her purse, Miss Heard went to the 
shops at the weekend and bought some sharpeners for the classrooms! How lucky we are to have such generous 
children at Grove Park. Miss Rodrigues has been overwhelmed with all of these kind donations and visited Samuel 
and Celeste to give say a huge thank you and give them a special sticker.  

At Grove Park we work closely with Hounslow FoodBox and each Friday make a 
weekly donation of any fruit and milk that is surplus to requirements. Hounslow 
FoodBox invited six children from local schools (including two from Grove Park) 
to be mascots and walk out with the players at the beginning of the match on  
Saturday 2nd December at the Gtech stadium, for the home match against  
Luton. How lucky we were to be chosen and what an amazing experience for the 
children! (picture taken from the article in the chiswickw4 newsletter). 

Front page news in our Summer 1 newsletter last year was an exciting sporting achievement 
from Oscar, who did a spectacular job of representing Grove Park at the National Indoor Ski 
Championships. In 2023 he came a very respectable 15th place in his age category (Under 10s). 
This Spring Oscar competed in 5 races with the major one being the Giant Slalom race at the 
British School Boysõ Championships in Wengen, Switzerland. With approximately 150 children 
from Under 10s through to Under 18s taking part, Oscar skied incredibly well and placed fastest 
in the U10s and 5th in the U12s. Even more impressive was that Oscar was racing against a lot 
of Yr6 and Yr7 boys!  We are so proud of you Oscar!  

But it is not the only children who have been celebrating their successes! 

Miss Davies received a letter at the end 
of Autumn Term which put a huge smile on her face (and 
a tear in her eye!) Mr Walker (Director of Education - 
Hounslow Council) let her know that he recognises the 
effort of the staff at GP which has resulted in amazing 
results at each of our assessment points. We all know that 
GP is an amazing place to learn and work but it is only 
through the hard work of the children, the dedication of 
the staff, the passion of the Governing Board and your 
support as parents that we can be so amazing! Miss            
Davies says a huge thank you to you all! 

*Articles in the newsletter with this logo have been 
funded through PTA donations. Thank you!!  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
¶ Monday 15th April - School Starts  
¶ Monday 15th April - Little Foxes Clubs Begin  
¶ Friday 19th April - PTA Pre-Loved Uniform Sale @ 3:00 in the hall  
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Grove Park Has Got Talent ! 
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Our Smallest Grove Parkers 

In Spring 1, Nursery enjoyed the topic of ôTraditional Talesõ beginning with 
the story of ôThe Three Little Pigsõ, which gave them the opportunity to role 
play using rich language to describe the characters and events from the 
story. They used pictures to create a story map, made model houses using 
different materials and thought about what materials would be good for 
building their house and why. 

Also in Spring 1 Nursery celebrated Chinese New Year, which is the year of 
the Dragon. Other celebrations included Valentineõs Day, thinking about 
the people who are special to them, and tasting some yummy   pancakes to 
celebrate the beginning of Lent. 

In Spring 2 the next topic was ôPeople Who Help Usõ. Our youngest Grove Parkers loved   exploring 
and dressing up at the new role play area - a Fire Station - and learning all about the job of a        
firefighter.  

The children have enjoyed learning about the role of the police and have 
been very busy making vehicles at the art table using junk modelling              
materials. 

Nursery Acorns went on their very first school trip to the 
local church, St. Michaelõs, where they were met by the                 
Vicar, Martine. Martine spoke to them as to why Easter is 
such an important celebration in the Christian faith. She 
told them the Easter story and explained that, for                   
Christians, it is a celebration of new life. It was very                  
exciting to be at the church! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foxes Takeover After School  

With another successful term    
completed , Little Foxes continue with their afterschool clubs in Summer Term. 
Please see Parentmail for all the sign up links. We canõt believe how quickly 
the year is flying by. A huge thank you to all the coaches who have ensured 
the children learn new skills and have fun, all at the same time!  



 

Childrenõs Mental Health Week is a national awareness week that empowers, equips and gives 
a voice to all children and young people. The children and young peopleõs mental health chari-
ty, ôPlace 2 Beõ, who have almost 30 yearsõ experience working with pupils, families, and staff in UK 
schools started the      initiative to raise mental health awareness.    

The theme of Childrenõs Mental Health Week 2024 was ôMy Voice Mattersõ.  

As adults, we should empower children, and provide them with time, space and           
opportunities to express themselves. Empowering children and young  people can have a 
positive impact on their health and wellbeing. Children who feel their voices are heard and 
see what they say makes a difference- have higher levels of self-efficacy and self-esteem.  

During Childrenõs Mental Health Week, all classes across the school participated in a 
whole school art project, inspired by the book ôYour Voice   Mattersõ by Lauren Taylor and 
ôEmpowerment  Artworkõ. Each child created their own tile for a patchwork quilt to show 
what matters most and is important to them. You can see some examples of our art work 
on   display in the front office of the school.  

In addition to this, the children (and staff) participated in ôGuardian Angelsõ, where they 
performed an act of kindness for a peer in their class during the week. The week ended 
with our ôDress to Expressõ parade, where the children came into school dressed in bright 
colours and wacky hair styles! The children from Nursery to Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed 
parading down the middle of the hall to express themselves through dance! The teachers 
joined in and there was even a big, pink inflatable unicorn (Miss Deborah!).  

Thanks to the 
donations collected on our 
Dress to Express day, we 
raised a grand total of 
£151.48 for the charity Place 
2 Be. The charity was very 
thankful for the donation - 
great job Grove Park!  
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My Voice Matters 



On Friday 26th January Year 2 went on a big adventure to Gunnersbury 
Museum to take part in a Great Fire of London workshop. Our journey 
started on the E3 bus and we took in the sights of Chiswick and Acton on 
our way! Finally, we made it to our magical destination ð Gunnersbury 
Park. We were welcomed at the entrance and made our way through the 
museum, already spotting lots of exciting artefacts. Our day was split into 
two parts, the workshop and exploring the rest of the exhibits, information 
and artefacts. 

Our workshop started by knocking on a large, wooden door. We were 
greeted by a maid of Samuel Pepys who was wearing a Victorian dress and 
a mop cap. Itõs very different to what grown-ups wear now. We sat down 
and she started re-telling the events of the Great Fire of London. At                       
different points in her tale, we were invited to help her re-tell the events 
through our amazing acting abilities. We also got to put on historical            
costumes to help us get into the role of the historical figures. Someone even 
got to dress up as Samuel Pepys! Then, we made a soundscape of the fire. 
Everybody got to hold a small, orange bean bag to help create the crackling sound of the fire. Then, one 
of us spun the wind machine, whilst somebody else yelled ôFIRE!õ.  

Once we had said goodbye to   Samuel 
Pepysõ maid we took a   journey around 
the museum and drew our observations 
of interesting things that we saw. Our 
favourite was the costume room where 
we got to try on more historical clothing 
and hats. It was so funny seeing each 
other dressed so differently to our               
uniform!  

Before long, it was time to head back to 
Grove Park. Wow, what a busy day!   

 

 

Fire Fire Fire  

If  you are on Free School Meals you will be receiving your supermarket vouchers for the total of £33 
for the Easter holidays. 

If you think you may be eligible for Free School Meals you can check online via Hounslowõs website and 
complete an application form by following the link below: 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/schools_and_colleges/61/free_school_meals 
 
If you havenõt received your vouchers or have any questions regarding Free School Meals, then please 
contact Hayley OõBrien at info@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk. 

Free School Meal Holiday Vouchers 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/schools_and_colleges/61/free_school_meals
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We all love reading here at Grove Park, and never was 
this shown more than during our annual ôBook Weekõ celebrations 
this term. The week involved lots of activities that helped to      
promote, share and celebrate our love of books ð both reading and 
writing them ð including our annual ôWorld Book Day Assemblyõ, 
which the children absolutely loved dressing up for.   

During the week, we invited 
two comic book illustrators to 

deliver comic-book-making workshops to children across the school. 
For Reception, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3, we welcomed Emily   
Fellah, who helped the children explore and develop their own  
characters around the theme of courage. Emily demonstrated how 
simple shapes can be used to create different animals and robots, 
from which the children were then inspired to develop their very 
own stories. The children loved the workshops, and simply couldnõt 
wait to share the adventures their characters would embark upon.  

For Years 4, 5 and 6, we invited Mark Pembrey into the school. Mark is an 
illustrator and author, who also works part-time at the world-renowned                
Alligatorõs Mouth childrenõs bookshop in Richmond. He delivered a fantastic 
series of illustration workshops with the children, where the focus was on 
using their imaginations to form exciting and believable characters for their 
own comic books. Each and every child really loved seeing Mark develop his 
own ideas, and loved combining his drawing techniques with their own                  
creative ideas. At the end of the   session, 
the children shared their comic strips with 
the rest of their class, showcasing their         
potential as future budding authors.  

In addition to the visits from Emily and Mark, we also celebrated the 
love of reading at Grove Park by hosting a ôTeacher Reading Swapõ, 
where each of our teachers had the opportunity to share a favourite 
picture book or story with another class. We also ran our popular 
ôBedtime Storyõ event, with the children returning to school with their pyjamas and  teddies to share a 
selection of stories before bedtime.  

It can certainly be said that, at Grove Park, every day is World Book Day as we simply love reading so 
much. However, it was truly wonderful to have a week dedicated purely to the joy of getting lost in a 
good book, and we sincerely hope that Book Week has helped to spark a 

p a s s i o n  t h a t              
continues well into 
the future for each 
and every one of 
our pupils.  

Book Weeké Best Week Ever! 
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As the first glimpses of spring are starting to show, there has been lots of outstanding       
Outdoor Learning taking place at Grove Park!  

 

Year 2 

Year 2 have been demonstrating their brilliant acting skills, recreating freeze 
frames from their current book, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. It was a 
great way for them to consolidate their secure knowledge of the story! 

 

Year 3 

The creative children in Year 3 have been using 
their Scientific thinking and DT skills to create bird 
feeders for the schoolõs Wild Area. They had to 
consider lots of different elements, such as the best 
materials to use and how accessible their bird                  
feeder would be. 

 

Year 4 

Year 4 have been bringing their English learning 
about A Midsummer Nightõs Dream to life by making their own fairy crowns, 
imagining that they were either the Fairy King Oberon or the Fairy Queen 
Titania. They had to forage for natural items in the Forest School, and we 
were so impressed with their creative outcomes!  

 

Year 5  

Super Scientists in Year 5 have been separating different                   
mixtures, and considering the equipment they can use. They then 
had an important discussion on how these strategies can help 
clean our water worldwide.  

 

Year 6 

The marvellous mathematicians in Year 6 have been challenging and               
deepening their thinking to partition different percentages as many ways as 
they could find. Their teachers were very impressed with how many                   
different combinations they can up with! 

.  

Outstanding Outdoor Learning 



 

What a fun term it has been for Reception! We have loved our topic of       
Traditional Tales where we got to build houses using different materials! We 
were very excited to taste our own porridge after exploring the story of                
Goldilocks and the three bears. We had lots of fun exploring traditional        
stories through our role play where we got to create our own fairy tale       
menus and use our maths to order different sized chairs and boots! Which 
character could they have belonged to? 

To celebrate Chinese New Year we were very excited to have a special visitor! 
We enjoyed learning about how people celebrate Chinese New Year and have 
a turn at ringing a singing bowl! We had great fun using chopsticks in our 
café!  

As part of our topic on ôPeople Who Help Us, we delved right into the roles of                   
doctors and vets! We thought about how we can care for people and animals and 
learned lots of important vocabulary such as 
òprescriptions, stethoscopes and appointmentsó. To                
support our learning about  doctors, we had the visit of a 
midwife who showed us how to weigh a baby using                
special scales and a watch which is upside down! We 
loved looking after babies in our role play using our own 
stethoscopes.  

We were so excited to go on our very first Reception trip 
to St Michaelõs church! As part of our RE learning about 
Easter, we were very interested in looking at a Church.  

We heard from the Vicar all about why Christians celebrate Easter and the 
Easter story. We even got to decorate a tree!  

Telling Tales! 

A huge thank you for all the members of the community that already volunteer at Grove Park! We are 
looking for more volunteers to help with reading and admin support on a weekly basis for the summer 
term.  

Volunteer Parent Readers:  

Parent volunteer readers will usually take one or two children, allocated by the class teacher, to read 
their current reading book. The role of the volunteer is to act as a role model in how to articulate and 
decode with confidence, as well as sharing their own passion for reading. It is also a chance for the child 
to be asked questions about what they are reading in order to aid their overall comprehension of a story 
or text.  

Admin Volunteers:  

ǒ Sticking work into children's books;  

ǒ Backing childrenõs books and adding labels;  

ǒ Trimming work for books and displays.  

If you are interested, or know anyone within the school community (grandparents, ex-parents of the 
school etc.), we would love to hear from you. Your service will be a huge help to the teachers and staff at 
Grove Park! If you are able to help, please email the school to let us know which days and times you 
would be available. 

Help Please!  
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At Grove Park, weõre so lucky to have so many avid readers, and to help us 
promote the love of reading even more in the school, this term we launched 
our brand-new ôReading Championsõ group.  

Hereõs a bit more information about the group from themé 

Hello, weõre the new Reading Champions here at Grove Park! 

Weõre very excited to get started with our new jobs as Reading Champions, which will     
include helping in the Library, updating our ôAuthors of the Monthõ display, and              
encouraging children from across the whole school to read as much as possible. Weõre     
really looking forward to getting stuck into the role and organising some upcoming author 
events. This term, we will be inviting the incredible, award -winning childrenõs poet and    

author, Joshua Seigal into the school. We canõt 
wait to meet him and hear him perform his       
hilarious poems for everyone to enjoy.  

Thank you so much for listening, and remember, 
keep on reading!  

By the Grove Park Reading Champions  

 We canõt wait for our new Reading Champions to get 
started, and we hope that it will inspire our pupils to  
enjoy reading even more than they already do! 

Reading Buddies  

We are very excited that this term, Reading Buddies are back on our timetable 
and the children have been busy exploring books with their buddies. This is a time 
where older children read to younger children in the school and where lots of  
interesting discussions happen all around books!  

In Reception, the children have been exploring traditional tales and got involved 
in storytelling through acting and small world play. They particularly enjoyed 
making houses for the little pigs! Year 1 also got very creative making their own 
books of òI want my hat backó! They created their own puppets and retold the story using their hand-
made characters before applying their ideas into their writing! Meanwhile, Year 2 got very persuasive 
explaining why some animals from their story are the most important; they worked brilliantly in teams 
to come up with their very convincing arguments!  

In KS2 this term, Year 3 also got persuasive, thinking about why some        
characters in òCharlotteõs Webó would be a good friend! KS2 also became very 
Shakespearean this term!  In Year 4, the children wrote letters to an agony aunt 
from the perspective of Hermia from òA Midsummer Nightõs Dreamó. They 
shared some wise advice regarding her friendship issues. While in Year 5, the 
children delved into Shakespearian language, re-enacting the prologue of Romeo 
and Juliet and experimenting with Iambic Pentameter! Year 6 have use the  
power of their voice to write protest poetry! They also shared their wonderful 
writing of twisted tales to younger children who loved listening to their stories!  

We Are The Champions! 


