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2022 is an important year for us at Grove 
Park. Our wonderful school was opened in  
1952 on a site formerly owned by London's 
St Thomas's Hospital.  We are still reminded 
of the link with St Thomas's Hospital by local 
street names, such as our own Nightingale 
Close. Not only did WE turn 70 this year, 
celebrating our first day as a primary school 
on Monday 7th January 1952, but one 
month later on Wednesday 6th February 
1952, Queen Elizabeth II succeeded King 
George VI to the British throne. This has generated lots of conversations with the children, thinking 
about how life was 70 years ago compared to today. Reflecting on differences always provides us with 
an opportunity to think of what has got better, but also maybe what we have left behind. During our 
assemblies at the start of this school year we looked at many photographs and items from the school 
archives. We were amazed by the fact that there were no computers and that lots of the classrooms 

were painted red at one point! A log book 
from the 1970s was intriguing and we felt 
quite emotional hearing a letter from one 
of the very first children to be in           
Reception Class. Despite being in their 80s 
when they wrote the letter, the ex-pupil 
remembered clearly the excitement     
waiting in the playground for the Grove 
Park doors to open for the very first time! 

Class and School Council discussed how 
to mark such an important occasion and 
what better way to celebrate than               

A PARTY with bunting and balloons, a celebrity guest, a time capsule and a plaque, all of which are in 
the diary for Thursday 30th June.  

We would like to thank Terence, one of our parents, for providing us with some photographs from the 
street party held on St Thomas’s Road. Terence told us that “Unfortunately, I don't know much about 
the photo’s or the people in them. I believe the date would have been 2nd June 1953 (although                  
apparently it rained that day) as she was proclaimed as Queen in 1952 but the coronation and street 
parties for the new Queen happened the year later (I think)…… I think they are an amazing piece of local 
social history, especially as many of these     
children would have been the first students in 
the school…… The houses hadn't long been built 
by the Labour government, same time as the 
Royal Festival Hall and Grove Park Primary 
School. The houses look like they hadn't yet 
been painted and building materials would 
have still been hard to find.”  

What a great piece of history. Do you           
recognise the houses on St Thomas’s Road??? 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
• Monday 6th June - Return to School 
• Wednesday 8th June - Class Photos 
• Monday 13th June - EYFS & KS1 Sports Day @ Chiswick School 
• Tuesday 14th June - KS2 Sports Day @ Chiswick School 
• Thursday 30th June - Grove Park’s 70th Anniversary & Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations  
• Saturday 9th July - PTA Summer Fair 
• Wednesday 20th July - End of Term -13.30pm finish  
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Grove Park in Black & White! 
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We were blown away by how successful our Autumn term Book 
Fair was. With your help we managed to raise a humongous £800 
for the school, just from your Book Fair purchases! This fundraising 
has allowed us to purchase brand new books for each class reading 
corner. We have chosen a range of picture story books and chapter 
novels, which all reflect our 
ongoing commitment to a 
diverse curriculum. All of 
the books have been written 

by authors of different cultural backgrounds and/or explore 
themes of celebration, empowerment and diversity. Thank you to 
all who purchased books at the fair and helped us raise this                
incredible amount. The children have already picked their             
favourites! 
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Year 1 Beech were very excited when we received a 
letter from the GP fairies explaining that they needed 
somewhere to stay for the weekend. Year 1 worked 
hard in teams to create beautiful fairy homes, and 
some even had a swimming pool. It was time for a hot 
chocolate after all our hard work! We waited eagerly 
to see if the fairies had visited on Monday and found 
glitter on the floor… did the fairies pay GP a visit???? 

I See Me! 

Riding High 

Something Magical Came To Forest School… 

This week ten children from Year 4 went to Duke Meadows Tennis club to take part in the Hounslow 
Tennis Festival. This has been an eagerly anticipated competition as they have been on hold due to 
Covid for so many years. The team were accompanied by Mr Rick and Miss Magda and the excitement 
was palpable. After a quick warm up the           
tournament started;  i t  cons isted of            
playing mixed doubles through 20 rounds.  
Would you believe that during the 20 rounds 
the team was able to achieve a total score of 

265 points! Achieving this 
score meant that our ten   
superstars finished in 3rd 
place out of 50 schools in 
the Borough.                
Congratulations Team GP! 

Hitting Heights! 
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The year is flying by for our busy School Councillors! In February, we welcomed 
Team 2. We are thrilled to have Reception on the team; they spoke beautifully in 
their first meeting! Also, a huge thank you to Ana (Year 6 Elder), for                        
volunteering to be the new secretary - your organisational skills will be vital for 
Mrs Hiscocks!  

Team 2’s first task was to vote in the design 
for the Wild Area sign. We were very lucky to 
be joined by Mr Hibbert and Miss Taylor, 
our Outdoor Learning Leader. The                    
well-deserved winner was Rachel (Year 6 
Oak). Look out for her beautiful design, 
which will be adapted by our very own 
creative guru, Mr Hibbert.   

Our second task was to consider things we are doing well and areas for                 
improvement. We heard about: lunchtimes, the curriculum and your dreams for 
a tree house! Mr Hardman has already worked hard to find designs for a low 
structure, which we will continue to research and hope the school can save up 
for in the future.  

Our final Spring task was a very important one. We are keen to 
update our House names as our school celebrates being 70! The 
children worked hard to find a relatable theme that would last for 
years to come, and that might link to our school motto. What       
fabulous ideas they put forward – ‘TREE Values’, animals & birds 
and woods & forests. Wood and forests, linking to our school logo 
and class names, was a wonderful theme and we loved the     
concept that all these trees support each other and provide a vital 
habitat – a lovely image of our own school community and the 
wonderful environment in which we work and grow. School   

Council agreed that the next step was for the classes to vote on our shortlist of woods and forests across 
the UK – all very democratic. We would also like you, the parents, to be involved! Please can you help 
vote for your favourite - https://forms.gle/AAZm8SPaLHP2Q2QD6  

Finally, we had a visit from Ivana, who has the busy job of 
running our kitchen. We were also joined by Miss Davies, 
Miss Rodrigues, Mr Hardman and Miss Deborah. Ivana was 
thrilled to hear how much the children are enjoying the        
lunches and variety. We hope to see the ‘fruity water’ return, 
plus some more food from around the world. Wow!  

A big thank you to our amazing School Council team for all 
their hard work. 
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Decisions… Decisions…. With The School Council  

https://forms.gle/AAZm8SPaLHP2Q2QD6
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The Governors at Grove Park have been very 
busy over the last few months with lots of 
Governor visits - Health & Safety,                
recruitment, reading with the children,                 
playing ‘Quingo’ and probably the most                      
important job this half term has been our 
wonderful Year 6 interviews. A huge thank 
you to all the Governors for their dedication 
and passion for continuous improvement at 
Grove Park.  
 

In the Autumn Term we will be losing two of our longstanding Parent Governors as they end their term of 
office. We will say a proper goodbye in our next newsletter! This means that we will have two Parent                
Governor vacancies on the Governing Board. There will be an election held after the Summer holidays.  
 
If you would like to find out more information about governance – the NGA (National Governance                       
Association) is a great starting point. We are often asked for a summary of the role – a definition from the 
NGA is: “All governors regardless of their constituency are elected or appointed with one common purpose – 
to govern the school in the best interest of pupils. Parent governors are no exception. They are not elected 
to represent their stakeholder group, but are elected in order to contribute to the work of the governing 
body in ensuring high standards of achievement for all children and young people in the school, contributing 
to strategic discussion, holding senior leaders to account by monitoring school performance and ensuring 
money is well spent.”  
https://www.nga.org.uk/Home.aspx 
 
If you would like to know more about what the role entails please catch one of the Parent Governors                  
before or after school or email the office - for the attention of the Chair of Governors and she will contact 
you further.  
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• Children should be in school before 8:55 as that is when the registers are taken. There are 5 

minutes available for parents to exit the playground before 9:00 so that the gates can be locked 

promptly for the safety of the children. If children arrive after 8:55, they will be marked as ‘late’. 

• Please can you return any laptops/Chromebooks borrowed from school before the               

Summer holidays. 

• School dinners must be paid in advance.  

• Please search at home for any school library books, please can these be returned as 

soon as possible.  

• As stock returns to normal at M&S, we are returning to our school uniform policy - please see the 

website if you are unsure which items are permitted.  

 Reminders… Boring But Important! 
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As part of Science, and to put our learning about plants into context, Year 3 visited 
the Chiswick Kitchen Garden where we took part in a range of activities including: a 
plant scavenger hunt, identifying different plants within the garden and                        
observational drawing with labels. We explored the four quarters of the Kitchen         
Garden: The Wildlife Quarter, The Vegetable Quarter, The Community Area and the 
Flower Quarter and were really wowed by all of the wonderful and different types 
of plants! The Kitchen Garden uses ‘no-dig’ principles to improve soil structure, water 

retention and plant health, and is also kinder to 
fungi and insects, which help feed plant roots! We 
had so much fun and would love to visit The 
Kitchen Garden again in the future. Both classes 
met at Chiswick House and had a lovely picnic 
together in the sunshine! The “best day ever!”.  
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2022 is an historic year for Grove Park – not 
only is it our 70th Anniversary, the year in which 
SATS returned and the year actor                 
David Bradley came to see us... 2022 was also 

the first time that we experienced an evening of quizzing and bingo! On Thursday 28th 
April the hall was buzzing with anticipation and excitement as the first ever PTA Quingo 
event took place. Numbers were called, ‘bingo lingo’ was used, Linkee-style questions were asked and the 
most delicious curry ever was devoured! The evening was such a success and raised even more precious 
funds for our school. Another first was that the staff table didn’t actually come last for once – Bingo is 
clearly their hidden talent! The evening would not have taken place if it were not for the wonderful work 
of the Friends of Grove Park. We would like to give a  
special mention to the amazing Rich Grant who          
single-handedly cooked all of the gorgeous food,          
organised the whole event and was the best game show 
host ever on the night! We can never thank you enough 
Rich for your unwavering support and dedication to GP!!! 

Outdoor Kitchens 

We all love to cycle at Grove Park, and therefore it is more important than ever that we learn to ride 
safely, especially on the busy roads of London. This term, Year 6 have had the amazing opportunity to 
learn the ‘rules of the road’ with the help of the wonderful team from Bikeability Hounslow. After          
learning the basics of bike control in the playground, the pupils were then invited to put into practice 

their newly learnt skills of road safety. This included leaving 
enough space between the cyclist and the curb, as well as              
thinking ahead about potential dangers such as parked cars 
and unexpected pedestrians crossing the road. The pupils learnt 
the value of ‘expecting the unexpected’, and all agreed that 
they will put this principle into use in the future.  

Year 6 had a wonderful week on their bikes, and we all want to say a huge thank you again to the                    
lovely people from the Bikeability Team for providing such a fantastic week! 

 Riding High 
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Lots of fun Outdoor Learning has been happening across the school, 
and the children have definitely felt the benefits of being outside now 
that the weather is getting a little brighter.  

 In Reception, we have been taking our maths outside and have been 
able to use objects to learn how to add and 
double. The staff have noted that Reception 
have never been so engaged in their learning, 
and the children are eager to have even more 
opportunities to learn outside in the future.     

 Year 1 have been exploring the book 'The Rainbow Fish' By Marcus Pfister, and 
we went outside to create our Rainbow Fish using  
natural resources. We had a fantastic time and       
produced excellent rainbow fish. A quote from a child 
in Year 1 Beech is, 'This is the best lesson EVERRR 
Miss Nsiah.' 

Year 2 have been making natural portraits of a character from our new                      
English class text- Mr. Twit. We made sure to include all the leftover food in 
Mr. Twit’s beard to really inspire the writing of character descriptions in the  
future. In Year 2 we have also been taking our Geography outdoors and have 

been looking for human and physical features in the 
school playground.  

Year 3 discovered that in the Palaeolithic and                
Mesolithic times, humans were “Hunters and Gatherers”, meaning they would 
hunt for their food if it was meat and gather other items such as wheat and 
nuts. We were amazed by the different animals found in Britain during these 
times, including rhinos, hyenas and mammoths and the weapons these early 
people were able to make to hunt. We went outside to do our own “hunting 
and gathering”, using natural resources to create our own Stone Age meal 
and take part in “The Great Stone Age Bake Off”. We had some creative 
names for our meals including: “Woolly Mammoth Stew”, “Hyena and        
Hazelnut Salad” and “Steamed Nettle 
Soup”! 

Year 4 have enjoyed taking art outdoors and produced some    
wonderful elephant drawings linked to our 
topic. Being outside made us feel calm and 
peaceful. We also decided to take maths    
outdoors and used the big open space to help 
us learn all about money.  

Year 5 have been using the Forest School area to inspire their rainforest setting 
descriptions. The explorers travelled outside to discover the sights, smells and 
sounds that we might encounter, if we were wandering through a forest. Year 5 
were able to generate rich vocabulary about what the rainforest canopy would 
look like and why it would be cold and not warm in the forest.  
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Outdoors Is Better Than Indoors  
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At the end of Spring 2, Year 1 Holly and Year 1 
Beech went on our first ever coach trip to the 
Hounslow Urban Farm! The sun was shining 
and everyone (including the Grove Park staff) 
were excited… what better way to explore our 
topic of farms, than by visiting and being                    
introduced to some real-life farm animals! 
The day began with a tour of the farm itself. 
Each class started at different points and we 
were able to stroke some wonderfully friendly 
animals including sheep, goats, lamas and                  

alpacas! Some children even felt brave enough to feed some of these animals. 
There were certainly a few greedy lamas that were going back for second 
helpings! Once we had met some turtles, owls and even parrots, it was time 
for the main event of the day-learning more about some common and uncommon farm animals AND 
being able to hold some of the creatures. We learnt lots of interesting facts such as: geese having oily 
feathers to help them swim.  

The staff and parent helpers were utterly amazed with the children’s               
courage and care when holding 
geese, chickens, snakes and 
many other crawling reptiles! 
Miss Nsiah even held a snake 
around her neck! Year 1 came 
back to school full of new facts 
and great memories. We can’t 
wait for our next trip in Summer 
2! 
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To celebrate our Reading for Pleasure culture at Grove Park, 
each class had the opportunity to create their own book reviews, 
allowing the children to express their thoughts and opinions on 
their favourite books. The staff were delighted to hear the               
children’s critical thinking and thoughts about different texts. 
Our creative Grove Parkers also used this opportunity to draw 
their own version of the cover illustrations. These reviews now 
live in each of our class reading corners for the children to use 
when they are considering a new book! 

Farm Fun! 

Which Book Shall I Read Today??? 
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During the Spring 2 term in Reception, our 
topic was ‘People Who Help Us’. We had 
such great fun learning about all of the 

different people in the world who can help 
to keep us safe. We learnt about doctors, 
nurses, dentists, firefighters, paramedics 

and police officers. We even had a visit on 
our own playground from two police                 

officers! They parked their police car on 
our school playground, which was so                 

exciting! We all had a chance to sit in the police car and press 
the button to sound the siren, it was so much fun! Even Miss 

Flynn & Miss Kalbfuss got to sit in the police car! We all made 
sure we were on our best behaviour to impress the police                  

officers. Our visit inspired us to paint pictures of people in the 
world that help us and even have a go at dressing up and role-

playing them ourselves.  
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This half-term, we were lucky to have a 
professional in orienteering come to visit 
our school all the way from Norwich! Mr 
Halls (the expert navigator) delivered                    
incredible, informative workshops for Year 
1 to Year 6, which taught us lots of useful 
skills for when we use maps in the future. 
In Key Stage 1 and Year 3, he created a 
‘treasure island’ on the playground and we 
had to use the 4 different cardinal                     

direction points to direct the ‘pirate’ around the island. It was so much fun and we were happy when the 
pirate found the treasure! Then, we were given an aerial view map of the playground, which had been 

annotated with circles to show where flags were                  
hidden. We used the objects on the map around the 
playground to help us navigate our way around the 
map and find as many flags as we could! In Year 4, 5 
and 6, we also used the map to orienteer around the 
playground. As an extra challenge, we learnt how to 
use a compass and find north in case we are ever lost. 
Finally, we marked out our own ten metres, which will 
come in handy with any future map work.  

 

Neee Nawww… Neeee Nawwww! 

Orienteering Fun 
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We are incredibly proud of our smart blue uniform at Grove Park, but on Friday 
18th March we all looked a bit different – splashes of another colour could be 
seen across the school…RED! Hairbands, socks, tights, shoes, badges, sashes and 
of course NOSES! It was Red Nose Day and our crimson-coloured additions and 
ruby-red accessories were our way of showing support for the wonderful work of 
Comic Relief. On arrival at school there were also buckets to fill with any                   
donations to support the work of this fantastic organisation, which invests in 
community-led projects all year round. This year we raised an amazing £316.64. The charity works 
closely with medium-size organisations most closely affected by social issues in the UK and globally. 
Laughter (even more than usual) could be heard from the classrooms as children told jokes and took part 
in Red Nose Day activities and lessons. At Grove Park we wear blue, but we also want to do all we can 
to help those who may be feeling blue – Empathy is one of our important school TREE values.                      
Contributing to the lives of others and supporting our community are hugely important to us at Grove 
Park and we are so grateful to everyone for their donations and support.  
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For the first time in three years, both of our Year 6 and Year 2                    
cohorts have participated in the Standard Assessment Tests (SATs) 
over the past few weeks. The purpose of these assessments are to 
provide a summative picture of the progress our pupils have made 
against the requirements of the National Curriculum.  

Year 6 had lots of fun revising a wide range topics in mathematics, 
grammar and reading comprehension, where the class teachers 
pushed themselves to think of new and inventive ways to ‘embed’ 
key knowledge. It was so much fun, with some pupils even wanting 
to continue with revision when the SATs were finished! 

Year 2 approached their SATs assessments in a unique way:                  
completing ‘special jobs’ which were created to help with the recall of 

the knowledge and skills in which 
they would be assessed .  

Both sets of children were excited to 
demonstrate just how exceptional and talented they are, and calmly 
completed the assessments in environments that have enabled them all 
to succeed.  

All the way through the SATs process, it was also important to remind 
the children that, no matter what they achieve, learning is much more 
important than one exam, and that they are all uniquely gifted in many 
ways which cannot be demonstrated in a test. Also, it is a fundamental 
belief at Grove Park that we are always learning – something Year 2 
and Year 6 will continue to remember for the remainder of the Summer 
Term, and beyond! 

Grove Park Turned Red 

SATs Are Finished For This Year! 
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Miss Davies loves so many things about Grove Park (especially how kind                 
everyone is) but one of her most favourite times of the week is when she gets 
to lead assembly! Seeing Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 together on Tuesdays 
and Fridays and Key Stage 2 on Wednesdays and Thursdays, brings Miss 
Davies complete joy! More importantly, these special times in the hall are 
used to celebrate, reflect, share and most importantly be together as a                 
community: a richly diverse community that we are incredibly proud to be 
part of. Knowing about each other is what makes our community strong,           
respectful and empathetic and this year we have continued to explore ways 
of developing our understanding of our school’s diversity. Our amazing             
English Lead, Miss Flynn, has been purchasing a range of new story books 
and novels with money generously donated by the PTA. And our parents 

have also contributed to our assemblies. On Thursday 28th and Friday 29th April Hiba, Mum of Ariana, 
Nuria and Nael, led our assemblies and spoke to the children about Ramadan and Eid – a time of year 
that is hugely important to many families and staff at Grove Park. Hiba (who even gave up her birthday 
morning to visit us) taught us so much about fasting during Ramadan and the celebrations at Eid.               
Muslims believe that fasting reminds them of people who have less than they do, as well as making them 
think more about their actions. Hiba explained that helping others and doing good deeds is an important 
part of Ramadan. Sometimes, this means giving money to charities or people that need help. It can also 
mean being kind, giving your time and sharing what you have. Hiba spoke about how this links really 
well with the TREE values at Grove Park. Then, we heard all about the celebration of Eid and many of 
our Grove Parkers were super excited to tell us all about the ways in which their families enjoy this                 
festive time of year. Many members of our school eagerly await Eid every year. To be honest, all of the 
staff love Eid as it is the time of year when we know Miss Hayat, Miss Monira, Miss Rasha  & Miss 
Shirin will be bringing in some of their delicious culinary delights to share in the staffroom! Eid al-Fitr is 
the festival that marks the end of Ramadan. It lasts for three days. The festival starts when the new 
moon is seen in the sky - waiting and watching patiently for the new moon sounds very exciting! It was 
so powerful to hear about these important events in the Muslim calendar from one of our parents and 
we are truly grateful to Hiba for giving up her time! We have our fingers crossed that she will come back 
soon! 
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Ramadan Treats… Yum Yum! 
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During the Spring 2 half term, Nursery learnt about 
‘People Who Help Us’. As a part of our learning, we have 

been role playing being builders in the               
construction area. This has been so 
much fun. We got to wear bright               
yellow high visibility jackets, safety 
googles and  helmets. We even had our 

own walkie talkie 
radio to speak to 
the other builders 
on the building site. We know that builders have important jobs, 
as they make the houses we live in and the schools that we go 
to learn and play in. We had so much fun constructing our own 
buildings, using the tools a builder would use to help us. We 
took our play outside and even had a go at washing the bricks 
in the water tray.   
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In Art this term, Year 3 completed a textiles project, 
practising and using our sewing skills to create a 
piece of bunting. The project was inspired by our 
new English topic, Beatrix Potter and her Peter                  
Rabbit stories and the children chose either a                    
rabbit, a carrot or flower motif to represent this! To 
begin, we used ‘binca’ to practise and build upon 
the sewing skills we had learnt in Year 2. We practised the running stitch and the 

hemming stitch and spent a lot of time getting used to threading our own needles! We 
then carefully thought about the design of our individual piece of bunting, choosing a 
colour scheme for our background and our motif of choice before beginning our                 
creations. We started by drawing and cutting out a piece of felt before sewing this 
carefully to our first bunting triangle using the running stitch. It was very tricky to get 
the needle through the thick pieces of fabric, but we all 

showed amazing perseverance and                  
independence, working hard and taking 
great care of our designs. We finished by 
using either the running stitch or the                       
hemming stitch to sew the back triangle on 
to our piece of bunting, before stringing 
them together to make a whole class                  
bunting. The results are amazing! 

Sewing Stitches 

Tap, Tap, Tapping Away… 
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Year 6 Elder love getting messy – especially in science lessons! As part of our 
science topic on animals (including humans), Year 6 Elder learnt about the             
digestive system and how nutrients are absorbed into the body.  

To bring this lesson to life, Year 6 Elder were challenged to make a working 
model of this process. This started with breaking food down into smaller 
chunks, as would happen in the mouth. The ‘food’ was then mixed with                

stomach acid and enzymes in order for it to be 
absorbed. This was recreated by squashing and 
churning the food together in a food bag, with 
the contents then beings carried into a pair of 
tights (representing the large intestine).  

Once the water was extracted from the food, the remaining materials were 
excreted from the body – in the form of ‘pooh’!  

Year 6 Elder loved making our learning real with this investigation, with 
each and every one commenting on how much we enjoyed this memorable 
lesson (even if it was quite gross!) 

Page 12 

 

What a phenomenal week we 
had at Grove Park celebrating 
our love our Reading through                
different activities across the 
school! We kick started the 
week with our bedtime story 
even i ng .  The  buz z  o f                    
exc itement for wear ing                     
pyjamas at school could be 
felt in each room! We enjoyed 

a warming cup of hot chocolate and a biscuit whilst listening to some delightful bedtime stories. For 
something a little bit new and different, the Grove Park teaching 

staff swapped classes for a     
special Reading morning!  

M r  H o l m e s  R e e d  i n               
Reception and Miss Hart-Winks 
in Year 6?! It was an exciting 
morning where the staff got to 
share their own love for                 
reading and literature with 
some new faces! 

 

Digestion Facts 

Bedtime Stories In School!!!! 
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During the Summer 1 half-term in Reception, our topic has been 
‘Minibeasts’. We have loved 
getting our hands dirty and 
using our outdoor learning                   
areas in which to go bug            
hunting. We have found all 
sorts of bugs including spiders,                     
ladybugs, caterpillars, woodlice 
and ants. We have also been 

learning about the lifecycle of a butterfly and 
even have our own caterpillars in class, which will turn into pretty butterflies. We 
have been reading the book ‘Superworm’ by Julia Donaldson, as this is full of                
interesting creepy crawlies for us to learn about. We were even inspired to make up 
our own stories in the style of Superworm.  
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We have been working hard to encourage bees in our                 
wildlife area and around the school. In Year 4 we researched 
bees’ favourite things and found out (among other things) 
they love lavender, rosemary, thyme and the colour purple! 

To encourage bees into our wildlife area, Birch class decided 
to make some colourful bee hospitals using recycled                         
materials. After lots of class discussion, we decided that                   
creating bee hospitals would allow injured bees to have 
somewhere to rest, or even hide from the rain. Within our 
discussions, we found out that bees are unable to fly in the 

rain, because it can damage their wings, or in the dark because the change in colours means that they 
are unable to see! We are hoping that our bee hospitals will offer a comfy space for bees to relax! We 
worked in small groups and decided to paint them in bright colours to attract some guests. We had to 
problem solve together to decide the best material to hang our hospitals with, to make sure that they 

could withstand the weather as well as considering how to put sticks of bamboo 
into our painted cans so that they don’t fall out! Pine class, have been busy 
planting bee-friendly flowers around the school and wildlife area, ready for                      
pollination. We planted some bee seed bombs. The first seedlings have taken 
about three weeks to work their way through the seed bomb 
and root into the ground below. The seedlings will grow into                            
mature plants and face whatever conditions Mother Nature 
has in store for them. As they grow, more seeds germinate 
and the seed bomb begins to dissolve. We have already                 
noticed an increase in the bee population!  

We designed posters to help educate people about how                        
important bees are and what is happening to their habitats. 

Minibeasts 

Buzzing Bees! 
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Maths continues to flourish at Grove Park. As we move               
further into our Summer Term a particularly new and exciting 
development has been our change in subscription from                  
Mathletics to Maths Shed – a new online learning platform! 
This will allow the children to access support at home and 
help them consolidate their knowledge, providing them with 
the chance to recap their week’s learning at home. Game 
based and fun, we are looking forward to the children becoming more familiar 
and confident with this in the coming weeks, showing off what they can do to 

earn points as they practise and improve their understanding still further. More                    
information will be coming to you about this in the coming weeks!  
Elsewhere the children have been gaining confidence in fractions, shape,                       
measurement and much more across the school, we have been astounded at the 
links they have made! In Upper KS2, Year 6 have been            
continuing to make use of the playground as a giant                      
notepad to plot inventive graphs and look at the radius 
and diameter of circles, as well as carefully making nets 
within the classroom to look at the properties of 3D 
shapes. On less sunny days, Year 5 have been making            

fractions out of objects from around the classroom and have collaborated                                        
together to check their own understanding of measurement conversion and                       
complete many sets of domino cards!  

Meanwhile, Year 4 have been investigating                    
measurement using trundle wheels and getting out 
and about to collect data based upon local road use. They then carefully 
thought about how to represent this data as a bar 
chart, which helped to consolidate the statistical 
knowledge they already had from creating                        
pictograms on the playground! Year 3 have also 

been investigating problems involving measurement, using cubes to find the                 
perimeter of shapes as well as getting outside to measure real-life objects and                
convert between cm and mm. Lower down the school in KS1, Year 1 have been 
using the manipulatives to help them with their number bonds to 20 before                   
applying this to the abstract format that we all would usually associate with 
Maths. Year 2 have been hard at work understanding fractions, applying this 
knowledge to order them and find equivalents. Just like Year 4, Year 2 have been using cubes to help 

them understand measurement, using them to calculate                   
distances. Lower down in Reception and Nursery, learning 
continues apace with role play allowing for conversations           
involving shape, space, measurement and pattern spotting to 
name a few. Our Early Years have been building on and                  
developing their numbers bonds to 10 using a range of                   
manipulatives – often taking the lessons and outside – and 
the children are loving it!  
It is fair to say that the Mathematical learning at Grove Park 
is continuing to excel in leaps and bounds, with the children 

blowing us away with understanding and skill. We just can’t wait to see where it takes them next! 

 

Marvellous Maths! 
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Over the course of the Spring term, Year 2 were learning all about The 
Great Fire of London during topic lessons. We learnt all about Tudor               
houses and what makes them unique, we imagined what life would be 
like living on Pudding Lane and we even had a speaker come in to talk to 
us about fire safety! What an action packed topic this was! 

It is important (when studying such a huge event in history) to think 
about where these events sit in relation to other historic moments in time, 
making sure we go all the way up to the present day. Year 2                            
Cedar and Year 2 Maple decided to explore this by taking our final             
lesson of their topic outside! In groups, Year 2 had to work together to 
make timelines (that stretched across the entire playground) and                
order and compare different moments in British history. Both classes 

then had to focus on the day the Great Fire 
of London actually happened. How lucky 
we were that an expert (parent) volunteered 
to share his knowledge on fire safety. 
Thank you Professor Guillermo Rein! Year 2 
then consolidated learning and knowledge 
by making a human timeline of the events 
so we could really see how much happened 
in such a short length of time! Wow, what 
excellent historians! 
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We continued celebrating Reading with some special visitors! Reception marvelled at 
the incredible Grove Park Grandad - David Bradley! David read the Reception                      
children some stories and introduced us to his special cat from Hogwarts: Mrs Norris! 
Reception particularly liked David’s song when reading Tabby McTat! 

Key Stage 1 learnt how to draw book characters in workshops run by author/illustrator Tom                    
McLaughlin! He told stories of how he became an author and shared his character drawings. We even 
got to have our own turn at drawing characters. 

Key Stage 2 were thrilled to talk and listen to author Jennifer Killick! She enthused us by describing her 
writing process and 
finding inspiration! So 
many of us felt truly 
inspired to become                  
authors and even gave 
Jennifer our own                
stories to read for her 
feedback! 

Fire Facts 

Special Visitors  
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What a joy it was to see the school 
playground filled with Alice in                   
Wonderlands, Harry Potters, Mary 
Poppins and even the Grinch! The 
children got the opportunity to walk 
the catwalk and show off some of 
their very best dance moves, in our 
Book Day Parade! Judges Mr                 

Hibbert, Mr Hardman and Miss Arnouti had the tough job of choosing a winner from each class. The 
children were incredible as they showed off their fabulous costumes! A special thank you to parents/
carers at home for helping the children create such fantastic costumes!  At Grove Park, our staff love 
dressing up just as much as the children and this year was no different. What a beautiful bunch! 
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Dressing Up Fun  

Year 2 Cedar and Year 2 Maple began the Summer Term by reading The    
Twitsby Roald Dahl. Miss Heard, Miss Skinner and the rest of the Year 2 team, 
suddenly realised that reading a book containing lots of tricks to play on one 
another might not have been the best idea. Beware, the Year 2 children now 
have a bank of tricks that could be played on any one of you reading this                 
newsletter including: a ‘TV remote’ trick, an ‘upside-down-living-room’ trick and 
‘how to put HOT sauce in your cup of tea’ trick! 
 

Year 2 loved hearing the story of Mr & Mrs Twit and 
enjoyed learning about the tricks that they played on 
each other. The Grove Park staff decided to harness this enjoyment and asked 
the children to write their own set of instructions on how to play a trick on                                            
either Mr and Mrs Twit or the class teachers! You would not believe some of the 
ideas Year 2 came up with: swapping sugar for salt in a cake, adding spiders to 
breakfast jam, putting glue on a toothbrush and even secretly putting pieces of 
sharp Lego in a comfortable bed! We could see the use of imperative verbs, time 
adverbials and bullet points in the instructions, making them easy to read and 
follow correctly! Watch out, there are some Year 2 Tricksters around Chiswick!   

Tricky Tricksters! 
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Year 5 had the time of their lives on their recent camping trip to Thames 
Young Mariners, thoroughly enjoying the chance to stay overnight with 
friends and learn new skills. Setting off from school on Wednesday 25th 
May, it is fair to say the excitement levels were high as we made our way 
to the coach with the children eagerly awaiting the day ahead of them.  
 
Upon arriving at the centre, we were greeted by the enthusiastic                         
instructors and staff, who made us all feel incredibly welcome. After                  
sitting down for a picnic lunch and leaving our bags behind to unpack  
later, we set off to take part in our first              
activity in our classes – Sycamore              
undertaking raft building while Hawthorn got 
to grips with kayaking! The children                     
absolutely loved the chance to try something 

new and get out on the water (especially after the last couple of years). 
Finishing the activity, it was time to give ourselves a little more fuel and 
we enjoyed the delicious dinner the centre provided before heading back 
out for our second activity of the day. Working as a team to create a raft, 
the children loved the opportunity to race against each other at the end, 
putting their handiwork to the test. Meanwhile, in kayaking they loved    

racing each other and showing off their skills 
whilst in teams and playing games with their 
peers and the instructors.  
 
Now exhausted and tired, we got ready for bed. We set up our sleeping 
bags inside the huge tepee tents with toys and personal touches after 
changing into our cosy clothes. We then sat around a roaring camp fire 
and feasted upon a sugary treat of cupcakes 
and flapjack while chatting and playing 
games before heading to bed.  Despite being 
busy and thoroughly tired out, the teachers 
still received limited sleep while trying to   
ensure the children got their forty winks!! 
 

In the morning, the teachers got their own back by enthusiastically waking 
the slumbering campers.  We quickly got changed and packed up our                 
belongings before having breakfast and getting on the coach to return to 
school. All in all, we had an incredibly successful camping trip; the children 
will treasure the experience and the memories they have made forever. As 
always, they made us proud by demonstrating what we expect of Grove 
Parkers, embodying our TREE values throughout it all.   
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Lying Underneath The Stars! 
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Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA Update 

It’s half term again! Seriously, where does the time go?!  Our children are growing up so quickly and 
soon the end of another school year will be upon us. I wish we could hit the pause button occasionally!   

A look back on some of our recent highlights… 

Quingo – in April we organised a quiz and bingo night.  With just a few days to go we 
nearly took the decision to cancel the event as we hadn’t sold many tickets.  Then, with a bit of promotion, lots of 
encouragement and perhaps some arm twisting, the event went ahead.  We are so pleased it did – it turned out to 
be a terrific night which made over £1,600 for the PTA.  60 people turned up, including a teacher’s table and a           
governors table.  There was plenty of laughter and plenty of yummy ‘Dishoom’ themed Indian food too. Thanks to 
all those who joined in the fun – you made it so special. Huge thanks to Mr Hardman for his help in the kitchen! 

 

Snack sales – our fortnightly snack sales continue to be a big hit!  Huge thanks to all the volunteers who bake and 
sell delicious cakes and snacks in each year group. It is a crazy 45 minutes but incredibly rewarding – both               
financially and emotionally.  

 

Pre-loved uniform sales – a HUGE shout out to Lynley who coordinates our pre-loved uniform sales. This takes a 
significant effort to set up each time and we are so grateful for her help and to everyone else who supports her.  
The final one this year is on June 10th. 

 

A look ahead to the rest of the term… 

June 100 Club – after half term we’ll be offering anyone the chance to buy a number from 1 to 100 on our 100 grid.  
Each number costs £10. When we’ve sold all 100 squares, we’ll draw out TWO names. Both of these people will win 
£250!!  The remaining £500 will help to raise more money for the school. So, it’s a win win – you donate money to 
the school and you may win £250!  

The Grove Park Primary School Summer Fair – on the afternoon/evening of Saturday 9th July we’ll be holding our 
summer fair at the school. We are aiming to provide a variety of music, singing, food, drink, games and sports to 
suit children and adults alike. We have started to ask our local businesses to help us with the event and through our 
wonderful children have created a video which we hope will help to convince them to provide donations and prizes 
for our raffle and auction.  If you’ve not seen it yet we recommend you take a look! Help support our event            

          by liking our Facebook page 

Fund raising total so far 

We have now raised over £14,500 so far this year.  That’s wonderful news and we are so grateful for everyone who 
has helped us. Our target for the year is £25,000.  Can we do it?  We’ll be doing our best in the next few weeks to 
get there – but we’ll certainly need your help.  If you’d like to donate to the PTA please click on our piggy bank – 
you’ll be able to gift aid your donation too.  

 

Your feedback matters 

The recent parent survey of the PTA gave us some positive feedback and some things to work on.  We want to trial a way for you 
to easily share your constructive feedback to the PTA.  If you want to offer your ideas and suggestions or even just 
to say thank you (!) click on this link or scan the QR code and click this at the top of the page.   

You can add your details or remain anonymous – it’s up to you!  We’ll be monitoring the feedback and trying our 
best to follow up. 

Want to help? 

If you have feedback, would like to get involved or want to explore what volunteering might mean, then please get 
in touch.  Please write to ptagroveparkprimary@gmail.com, contact your class rep, or message Richard on 07815 
755153 or Adriana on 07446 357911.   

 
Have a wonderful half term break with your family and thanks once again for all your fantastic support. 

Rich Grant - Chair of the Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA  
 

https://www.magisto.com/video/KlsGawETEzxgWxZnCzE?l=vsm&o=w&c=c
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Grove-Park-Primary-School-PTA-111445588232654/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU9b3Z_tqQga77NVweQS2TwGS2MkmsDQULBx4pp4zyuboc_OJ42SaVmFbCm7di9ZUPdVeg5Lniyu0GhYcqvVFEtij0Cr8_wl64dshyiQgoN4TZ8A2sFPKecAXWF3lys8WuGQRei2qzRz1Ksi9vrxkNibr_sxbYtb
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/friends-of-grove-park-pta
https://vevox.app/#/m/146182040
mailto:ptagroveparkprimary@gmail.com
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Calender of Events - Updated Summer 
2 

 Grove Park Primary School  
Calendar of Events - Summer Term 2 

  

    

Week beginning HALF TERM: Return to school Monday 6th June 

Monday 6th June 

  
Y1 PHONICS SCREENING CHECK 
Y4 MULTIPLICATION CHECK 
Wed 8th June: Class Photos in the morning 
Wed 8th June: Y6 Swimming Assessment @ Brentford Leisure Centre 
Wed 8th June: Chiswick Secondary School presentation to Year 5 Parents @18:00 
Fri 10th June: Pre-loved Uniform Sale @ 15:00 
  

Monday 13th June 

  
HEALTHY SCHOOLS WEEK 
Mon 13th June: EYFS & KS1 Sports Day @ Chiswick School 
Tues 14th June: KS2 Sports Day @ Chiswick School 
  

Monday 20th June 

  
Tuesday 21st June: Parents Forum @18:00 via Zoom 
Wed 22nd June: Year 2 Trip to Science Museum 
Fri 24th June: Year 4 Trip to Go Ape Chessington 
Fri 24th June: Nursery Trip to Battersea Zoo 
  

Monday 27th June 

  
Mon 27th June: Year 3 Trip to Perivale Wood 
Thurs 30th June: Grove Park’s 70th Birthday and Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations 
Thurs 30th June: Reception Children – Vision & Height/Weight Checks 
Fri 1st July: Reception Checks continue & Year 6 Height & Weight Checks 
 

Monday 4th July 

  
Tues 5th July: Meet The Teacher 
Tues 5th July: Secondary School Transfer Day 
Tues 5th July: Nursery staying for lunch 
Thurs 7th July: Art Gallery (parents visit classrooms) 9.00 - 9.45 
Thurs 7th July: Y6 Trip to Richmond Theatre 
Fri 8th July: EYFS Picnic at Chiswick Park 
Sat 9th July: PTA Summer Fair 16:00 – 20:00 
  

Monday 11th July 

Tues 12th July: Y1 Trip to Natural History Museum 
Wed 13th July: Y6 Elder - Production (supported by Oak) @ 18:00 
Thurs 14th July: Y6 Oak - Production (supported by Elder) @ 18:00 

Monday 18th July 

 
Class parties this week 
Mon 18th July: Y6 Elder Leavers Graduation @ 9:15 
Tues 19th July: Y6 Oak Leavers Graduation @ 9:15 
Tues 19th July: Y6 Leavers Lunch 
Tues 19th July: Y6 Leavers Party (PM) 
Wed 20th July: End of term & 13.30 finish 
  

  
  

  
INSET DAYS: Thursday 1st September and Friday 2nd September 2022 
  
Children return to school on Monday 5th September 2022 
  



Term Dates 2022/2023 

Autumn Term 2022 

TERM DATES Thursday, 1st September – Friday, 16th December 2022 

HALF TERM Monday, 24th October – Friday, 28th October 2022 

* Inset Day Thursday, 1st September 2022 

* Inset Day Friday, 2nd September 2022 

* Inset Day Monday, 21st November 2022 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS Monday, 19th December – Monday, 2nd January 2023 

Spring Term 2023 

TERM DATES Tuesday, 3rd January – Friday, 31st March 2023 

HALF TERM Monday, 13th February – Friday, 17th February 2023 

EASTER HOLIDAYS Monday, 3rd April to Friday, 14th April 2023 

Summer Term 2023 

TERM DATES Monday, 17th April - Friday, 21st July 2023 

HALF TERM Monday, 29th May – Friday, 2nd June 2023 

* Bank Holiday Monday, 1st May 2023 

* Inset Day Friday, 23rd June 2023 

* Inset Day Friday, 21st July 2023 

  

*Inset Day - children do not attend school  


