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part on school trips. Thank you to all who have helgedie would not be able t
do it without you!

This term we say a fond farewell to a very special member of our GrovejPark
family, Karen Rawlings. Over many years of dedicated service, Karefp has
supported hundreds and hundreds of children and families, becoming a truljj con-
stant, caring presence at the heart of our school. Whether offering a listening ear,
a reassuring smile, or expert support with medical and welfare needs, Kargn ha:
made a lasting difference to so many in our community. While she has stgpped
away from her role for personal reasons, we are delighted that Kaeemains
|l ocal and, as we | i ke to say, once
the family! We know you will join us in sending her our heartfelt thanks and yery
best wishes for the future.

Chess Tournament;

What a fantastic Saturday it was at Grove Park as we hosted a brilliant Chess
Tournament on 21st March! With 12 teams of five making up a room ful§ of

bright minds, the atmosphere was buzzing with concentration, excitemergt and
wonderful sporting spirit throughout the day. A huge thank you goes to Jony
(dad of Ludo and Otis) for organising such a special event, alongsidg¢ our
incredible PTA volunteerRebecca, Russ, Liz, Ben, Valerie and Rich Grahb
made the whole day run so smoothly. We were also treated to some

which kept our players and families fueled through hours of intense matches! It
was a pleasure to welcome teams
Wet herby Prep and St Ant honyds,

Wedd al so | i ke-outto ; '
our community champions, Damian
Short and Tall Coffee and Upendra
Budgens, for their generous supp(
Events like this remind us th
community really is at the heart ¢
everything we do and we are so luck
to have such a wonderful PTA bringi
it all together.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
i Monday 13th April - school starts
i Friday 24h April - PTA Pre-loved uniform sale
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Friends of Grove Park

Sksisdana e’ pda Olnejc Pani ck;
] it kiajp pk hkkg ~]_9g ]p okia kb
coming up in the Summer Term.

Before we do that, a huge thank you to everyone who has helped in any way over the | g *
hl]op bas ikjpdo, Sdapdan ukqgUr a ~ domgd ~]
clothing, helping behind the bar, setting up or clearing away events or donating to the
school, every bit of support truly matters and we are so grateful.

Qden Qbmh| n Eecdgecdon?
1 Snack Sales - Still a firm favourite. Who knew children and cake were such a natural pairing?

9 Pre-Loved Clothing Sales - These continue to raise valuable funds, save families money and give G
Park uniforms a wetleserved second life.

1 Coffee Mornings & Evening Drinks - Our new monthly meeips are designed to bring Grove Park
|l ]najpo pkcapdan pk _d]l]p, Pda LP= eojUp fqgop ]

9 Grove Park Chess Team Tournament -12 teams of 5 children from Hurlingham, Latimer, St Joseph,
Wetherby Prep, St Anthony's and Grove Park schools took part and our Under 9 A team won their age

group! Congratulations to all the children for their attitude, good spirits and fair play. Thanks to Rebecca}jRuss,
Liz and Ben for providing energy, good spirits and yummy food. In particular, our thanks to Tony Niccoli for
managing the event so well. We raised £1,200 on the daywonderful outcome!

9 School Helpers - A special thank you to the parents who have given their time to support reading, ad
and the library. The school staff are incredibly grateful for your generosity.

9 Local Partners -We are fortunate to
. . Chess QuizNight 100 Club
have longstanding supporters in our Tournament £802 £500
. . £1,170
community. Our thanks this term go to
Budgens, Bizzy Buddies, Little Foxes and S Unifo

Sales
and Tall Coffee at Chiswick Station. vrg £1489

Fundraising
£2,097

Pdnkgcd ukgn ej _na’ e

“ahecdpa”™ pk nal knp

n]eoa Y2/ *. .., Pd] p

£96,000 to the school this year to help them

pay for many things including the much £411000
needed rubber flooring for the playground ,

vital school resources, books for the

classrooms, educational workshops and

transport for trips.
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Friends of Grove Par k Pri ar
Td*o; n @ heic Rk ei odb Pphhbm Qbmhc<

The Summer Term is always a busy eraad this year is no exception.

Thursday 23 April 2 NEW: An Evening of Magic with Paul Longhurst

Paul is an Assaciate of the Inner Magic Circle with Silver Stexe of the rarest

distinctions in magic. He has performed for HRH The Queen, held a residency at The Ritz

and even had hisownprimeei a PR oaneao ] _nkoo Agnkla, SaUngd kbb
to the PTA:

an afternoon performance for YearG63

an evening show for adults, complete with bar and snacks.

Wednesday 20 May 2 A Night of Line Dancing (Back by Popular Demand!)

@qop kbb ukgn _ks”*ku 2K kpsd ]H] o-gantimpijightidlas abig tjiitteo weUf a
pdkgcdp saU> "~k ep JclejG Ok* sdapdan ukqUra ckp p:
evening of music, dance and laughter.

Mid -June @ The Annual Grove Park Silent Auction

Your chance to bag a bargain and support the school at the same time. Expecua lodigrizes from our
generous local businesses including meals out, bicycles, massages, haircuts, coffee bundles and plentyfmnore. Ke
your eyes peeled for a bargain, knowing that every bid raises money for our school.

Saturday 4 July 2 The Grove Park Summer Fair
Pda decdhecdp kb kgn ua]l]nG SaUna dklejc bkn oqf odej

"aop b]l]en wuap, Atla_p cl]iao* bkk * iqoe_* op]hpho ]|
_krapa Lnkbaookn Secchaosknpd Pnkldu pdeo ual] i Of

Pd]jg ukg ]c]ej bkn ] hh ukgn oqll knp, Eb ukg djjra 1
contact@groveparkpta.org.

Your school. Your children. Your community.

With very best wishes,

The Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA

Page 3



Words of Wonder

. 7/7‘/‘ } et . 4
Pdeo ualnUo >kkg Saag ]p Cri awm|

_ajpna’ kj pda pdaia kb SIS e SRR
Peter H. Reynolds. Pupils explored, collected and B T FERATASN
experimented with words through reading and writing,

enriching their vocabulary while deepening their love of boo

The week began with an exciting assembly led by our Re
?d] il ekjo* sdk h]qgj _da’ P G
They encouraged pupils to think creatively and discover %
imaginative words, inspiring enthusiasm and participa®®.
across the school. The team is now looking forward 4
celebrating the creativity and effort shown in the entries.

inspiring children to explore ambitious vocabulary and the joy of collecting expressive words.

We are also very Iucky to have our own,limuse published autherMr Batchelor- who wrote an exciting
‘uopkle]J j krah pepha U—

iskngodkl o ha"’ A"u L]lne Pdkiokj?®

sessions transported pupils into rich, imaginative worlds and encourafi

WM them to craft their own vivid narratives, drawing on the power
language to build setting, character and atmosphere.

The week also included our muahticipated, annual World Book ... ==
celebrations, where the school was transformed into a vibrant para

~

hepan]nu _d]ln] _pano, = op]]j kgp
_kopgi a8 ejolena’ AU pda skn°’ U
Hungry Caterpillar, later revealing a stunning butterfly transformatig :
capturing both the spirit of storytelling and the magic of words.

Overall, Book Week 2026 has been a truly enriching experiencelebrating
not just books, but the joy, creativity and connection that reading brings
Grove Park, we are proud to continue nurturing our wonderful commun
enthusiastic readers, imaginative writers and passionate word coll
throughout the rest of the year.
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Bri |l |l i ant Branchi

Year 4 have been really busy in Science this half term and we have been
learning about living things and their habitats. We are answering the
guestion,: O6How can a change to
dangerous?0 To answer this,
adapt to survive in their climate before discussing different ways we can
classify animals. We discussed the different groups animals can belong tq
how to ask scientific questions. We then learnt about branching diagramsji¢
how they can be used to sort and classify animals into these different gro

We started by learning how to ask closed questions so the answer could ¢
be yes or no. Then, we were given a mask of a different animals so we cc
walk through a classification key to see which group our animal belonged
From this practice we were then able to create our own classification key
our own questions to sort animals into different groups.

From Fairy TalLebtet BleReat

In Spring 1, the children in Nursery thoroughly enjoyed exploring our topg/-!

tional TalesA particular favourite was thé jttle Red Riding Hoorble play area, | s

where the children acted out the s 1 / ao:c
language to talk about the characters and events. They also created simple §

maps using pictures and loved retelling the story during carpet time.

Nursery also celebrated Chinese New Year, learning about the Year of the F =

and how it is celebrated with special food and bright decorations. The childre

to decorate red envelopes and put shiny gold coins inside. It was exciting to \

about this colourful and joyful ce& T o 4 0,
thinking about the people who are special to us. :

In Spring 2, our topic wagPeople Who Help UShe children enjoyed role playir s
in the vetds surgery taking care o4 U K ma |
important roles such as police officers, doctors and firefighters. During this te*$¥%7 ’

the children have also had great fun playing games such as fairy tale bingo & ,
shape snap, which have helped them to develop important social skills such
turn-taking, sharing and following rules.

A highlight of the i : fp t
children met the vicar, Martine, \
who explained why Easter is a

important celebration for

Christians. She shared the = =5

Easter story and talked about

how it represents new life. The

children were very excited to

visit the church and were a

credit to the school. We look

forward to another busy and

enjoyable term ahead!
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Vi va Mexi co! Year 3 C

Year 3 has had an exciting and engaging time learning about the culture of , ‘ 1
Mexico. Our Enquiry question: 6Whas T (g Db a
helped the children explored many different aspects of Mexican life, helping \‘

to understand and appreciate a culture that may be different from their own.

One of the highlights of their learning was discovering traditional Mexican
festivals. The class especially enjoyed learning about Dia de los Muertos (D
the Dead), where they explored how families in Mexico remember loved onegs
They created colourful artwork inspired by sugar skulls and learned about th
importance of celebration and remembrance in Mexican culture.

The children also explored Mexican food, which sparked lots of interest and

discussion. They learned about popular dishes such as tacos, quesadillas, &

guacamole, and even had the opportunity to design their own healthy taco

recipes. This helped them understand how food can be an important part of cultural |dent|ty

In Geography lessons, Year 3 located Mexico on a map and learned about its climate, landscapes, and mgor citie
They compared life in Mexico to life in the UK, noticing similarities and differences in weather, homes, and Baily
' weppm routines.

1 Music and art were also an important part of the topic. The childre

listened to traditional Mexican music and created vibrant patterns
inspired by Mexican textiles. They used bright colours and repeatin

throughout the topic, and it has been wonderful to see their
understanding grow

Lever s, Loads and Lots of e

This term in Year 5 Science, we have been exploring forces, with a focus onfieleensns loads and effort. Wit

the question: O6How can | use gears, pulleys andj | e\
simple mechanisms can make it easier to move or lift heavy objects. To apply their
learning, the children designed and built their own

aunch the ball. They also created model drawbricl
exploring how a lever rotates around a pivot to lift &
load more effectively.

These practical investigations helped the children

develop their understanding of mechanismstion
and mechanical advantage, while also encouraging

% teamwork, problersolving and creativity. It has beer
wonderful to see their confidence grow as young
scientists and engineers.
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Col ourful Journey 1 nto

V g4 “, This term, the Year 2 children had an exciting opportunity to take part in a
Q Hinduism workshop. It was a wonderful harais experience that helped bring
| our RE learning to life. The children had great fun dressing up in traditional
: clothing, which helped them learn more about Hindu culture and traditions.
f They also explored the importance of a shrine in a Hindu home and discovdred

how it is used as a special place for prayer and worship. The children were yery

{interested in the different objects that can be found in a shrine and enjoyed

' learning what each one representw
Throughout the workshop, the children looked at a range of interesting bool ‘: Y
that told stories about Hindu beliefs and traditions. They asked thoughtful
questions and showed lots of curiosity about what they were learning. One g8
the highlights of the workshop was learning a traditional dance. The childref g
loved practising the movements and joining in with the music, and it was
fantastic to see everyone taking part with such enthusiasm. It was a memo
]j> ajcl]cejc atlaneaj _a pd]p dahl

Hinduism while having lots of fun along the way.

From Cracks to

Y to the classroom. At first, the children thought they wer
ordinary eggs, but they soon realised they were someth
much more special. We watched patiently as the eggs

“4§ began to crack, and before long eight healthy, fluffy
ducklings had hatched.

To help us look after our new arrivals, the children crea
informative fact files about the ducklings. Within this
lesson, the children found out what made a good fact fi

such as highlighting interesting facts, exciting vocabulary ‘

guestions and pictures to engage the reader.

One fascinating fact the children discovered was that
ducklings can communicate with their mothers, by mak
small oOopeepingdé sounds f
they hatch. This led to lots of discussion as the childre
wondered what the ducklings might be saying to each
other! The highlight of the experience was getting the opportunity to gently hold
ducklings. Thankfully, there were no escape attempts! Two of our named favour
6Cutied and Bocki ed, particul arly ev
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Year 6 Di scowserTrLaoomsdpomr t

Following the successful completion of their Mock SATS, pupils from Year 6 Oak and Elder head@d out
on an exciting and we#arned trip to the London Transport Museum. The children spent a bright
Tuesday discovering how Londonds transport
continues to shape the way the city moves.

A key part of theo€Codimng wahk
workshop, where pupils combined their computing knowled¢
with problemsolving skills. The session began with an engag
look at the different types of transport that have played a rol
in Londonds hisdorawh fWvedimcd
underground trains.

The pupils then took part in a series of practical coding
challenges. Working collaboratively in teams, they used digi®
tools to tackle transpostelated scenarios. From modelling buiss
routes to building interactive maps and solving logistical pu
the activities encouraged the children to think creatively abo
how technol ogy can hel p i mg
transport network. It was a brilliant opportunity to see how

computing skills can be applied to reabrld situations.

After the workshop, the children had time to explore the

museum itself. They were fascinated by the wide variety of exhibits on display, including historic gd
buses, early underground carriages and more modern vehicles used across the capital today. Thg
interactive galleries helped bring the history of transport to life and allowed pupils to make connegtions
with their History | earning about Victorian

l ndustri al Revolution?f.

As part of their visit, the children also completed a museum scavenger hunt, which encouraged tijem to
look closely at the exhibits while thinking about how
transport has changed over time. They enjoyed

considering how Londono:
evolve in the future.

The day was both enjoyable and educational, giving fhe
children the chance to apply their learning in a new
setting while developing teamwork and curiosity.
Travelling back to school on the London Undergrounl
P& provided the perfect end to the trip, leaving pupils wi
Ella deeper understanding
system and perhaps inspiring a few future engineerg
mechanics or even train drivers along the way!
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Terri fic Tectonic Pl

Year 4 have been exploring the question: What lies beneath our feet? We
learnt about the different layers of the Earth and investigated why natural
events such as earthquakes and volcanoes can be so powerful and dan

In our lessons about tectonic plates, we modelled the different types of pl§ ™~
boundaries using Oreos. After learning what tectonic plates are and whe
they are found, we explored the three different types of tectonic plate
boundaries. Each of these boundaries moves in a different way. Converg
boundaries move towards one another, conservative boundaries slide pa
each other, and divergent boundaries move away from one another.

To help us understand these movements, we used Oreos to create our own

plate boundary models. First, we carefully split the top biscuit in half and placed the pieces on top of the cgeam

filling. The biscuit pieces represented tectoni
By moving the biscuit pieces in different directions, we were able to model the three types of plate bound
and see how the magma beneath might move. This hamdactivity helped us to visualise what happens

beneath the Earthds surface and understand how

volcanoes and mountains. It was a fun and memorable way to learn about a complex scientific idea. Who knew

that learning about tectonic plates could be so tasty?

Sweet Stories in Engl

Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl. As we read the story together, the children were inspired by the magica

chocolate factory and its imaginative settings. The class began by writing theisettimg descriptions, imagini

describe rivers of chocolate, fluffy marshmallow clouds and colourful sweet trees. It was wonderful to see fhe

~deh > najUo _na]l]perepu ]J]o pdau ~aoecja’ qjemga ]f§

Later, the children became authors themselves by thinking of a new problem that could happen in the stor
planned and wrote their own short pieces inspired b
the book, coming up with lots of funny and
imaginative ideas. Some children wrote about
chocolate machines going wrong, while others

invented mischievous sweets that caused trouble

fantastic way to develop their writing while sharing®

muchloved story.
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Stay Connected with Met] E

We are pleased to share information about a

— new communication platform called Met
= Engage, introduced by our local Police

. . . . Community Support Officers.
Community crime-fighting

Met Engage is designed to help keep residengs
informed about what is happening in their local area. By signing up, families can receive updates and alerfs
tailored to their interests, including community news and helpful crime prevention advice.

The platform also allows residents to send messages directly to local officers, helping to strengthen
communication between the community and the police. Please note that any crimes should still be reportdd via
101 or through official online reporting channels.

This is a great opportunity to stay connected and informed about our community. Further details, includingfhow
to sign up, can be found via the link below:

https:// www. meftarpods /cree tulkd pell idatcaem s / ciamfp@aw igembsd P0a2hbd /s fay

Learning Comes Alive at

In Year 1, we have been very busy across many of our lessons learning about animals and the important
they contribute to our world. In English, we explored 1fiction texts and created our own information reports
about duckling® we are now true duck experts!

In Geography, our topicwad Wher e does

learned about different types of farms and the variety of foods they
produce. In Science, we investigated the questiod:r e a/ / a
s a m&eabl loved comparing the characteristics and diets of differ
animal groups and discovering how they are similar and different. W
also had the very exciting responsibility of looking after our own
ducklings. Well done, Year 1, for helping us welcome them into the
world!

The highlight of our term was our fantastic trip to Hounslow Urban

Farm. We loved seeing all the different animals on the farm and weré&
very lucky to hold and feed several animals. We were very brave and
even | et a snake rest on our

were too scared to try!
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https://www.met.police.uk/police-forces/metropolitan-police/areas/campaigns/2025/stay-informed-with-met-engage/

Growing Minds and Beanst al S

What a fun term it has been for Reception! We have Ic
our topic of Traditional Tales where we got to build ho
using different materials. We were very excited to taste
own porridge after exploring the story of Goldilocks and *
Three Bears. We had lots of fun exploring traditional stc

in our role play where we got to create our own fairy ti.
menus. During our learning around the stalgck and th
Beanstalkthe children explored the tale through a range |
at _epejc ] _perepeao, Pda i p
footsteps outside and used a variety of materials to cr
their own imaginative beanstalks. The children also pla
beans and are enjoying
~“7»watching them grow. To develop their early writing skills, they
wrote about parts of the story, and in maths they practised couring

Qunderstand how numbers can be split into different parts. The

\\%\ They were introduced to paibartGvhole models to help the
children enjoyed using practical resources to build numberq and

| have been exploring signs of Spring and finding out how Chrigtians
celebrate Easter.

As part of our topic of People Who Help Us, we delved right intg the
roles of teachers and vets! We thought about how we can carg for
. people and animals and learned lots of important vocabulary guch
& ] o xlnao_nel pekjo* opapdko_kJj ao
§ learning of doctors, we had a visit from a doctor who showed ug all
their important equipment! We enjoyed being doctors in our jole

play.

develop their understanding of therld around them.
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Year 3 Conquer the Roman

¢ - Year 3 has been an exciting and memorable time, especially when lea
¥about the Romans. With our i
Britain, and why did it
were, where they came from, and how they built one of the greatest

¥ empires in history. One of the most interesting things we learned was
 the Roman army was organised and how important discipline and tea
& were for soldiers.

As part of our topic, we designed and made our own Roman shields.
looked at real Roman shield patterns and used bright colours and bold
shapes to create our own unique designs. After making them, we took

and even tried the famous otort
where shlelds are held above and around to protect the group. It was lots) ;
fun and helped us
understand how the Romans defended themselves in battle.

Another highlight was our Roman feast. We discovered what kinds of foOE#sset==
Romans ate and how different it was from our meals today. During the fe \‘ =N

we tasted a variety of foods inspired by Roman times and sat together as A
we were at a Roman banquet. It was a great way to experience history in
handson and exciting way. ‘

Overall, learning about the Romans in Year 3 has been enjoyable and

ng Through Ti me

| Islamic civilisation. We studied traditional Islamic geometric patterns,
4 analysing their symmetry, repetition and precision. We then applied this
_ understanding to design and construct our own intricate patterns,

significance of Baghdad, focusing on its original C|rcular design and adva
urban planning. We

structure reflected both organisation and i

fluence within the Islamic world.

A highlight of the unit was learning about

the Silk Road trade network. Each table

represented a different region, engaging i

handson trading simulation. We negotiated

exchanged goods and evaluated value,

developing an understanding of how trade
routes enabled the movement of commaodities, culture and knowledge acros
continents. Year 5 have shown excellent curiosity and engagement throught
this topic, deepening both their historical understanding and critical thinking
skills.
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in our own Roman battle formations. We learned how soldiers stood inflines
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Cel ebratingdCMehtdanéenHeal't W

During the week commencing 9th February, our
school proudly took pafrt i
Week, embracing this yjear:
Placed |l ed by the charfity
theme focused on helping children understand wigat
it means to feel that they truly belong. Feeling pa
of something, whether hat
__~ group of friends, or a team, plays a vital role in
chil drends well bei . heri

. ) valued, and accepted, they are happier, feel safe

and are more ready to learn and play. A strong sense of belonging supports both emotional and physical

Throughout the week, we explored what o0This | s My
an environment where everyone feels included and supported. Children reflected on the places and peopje that

one another. Our message was clear: everyone deserves to feel accepted, cared for, and valued.

Children took part in a creative, whesehool art activity inspired by the boak Yo v Be / loyMH. Caekrf e O
Each child created their own personal map, highlighting

school, clubs, friendship groups, and places of worship
These thoughtful and meaningful pieces of artwork &
celebrate the diversity of our school community. A
selection of this work is proudly displayed by the front {
office.

During the week, both children and staff became Nor
0OGuardian Angel s, 6 each N ifal
This involved carrying out small acts of kindness, offe ' ~ O ‘

support, and making sure their person felt included an

valued. It was wonderful to see so many thoughtful

gestures taking place across the school.

We ended the week with our much loved and joyful tradition of

6Dress to Expressd parade in the school hal | . @hil
wore bright, expressive outfits that reflected their personalities,

interests, and individuality. The hall was filled with music,

dancing, and smiles as everyone confidently walked the catwalk,

celebrating what makes them unique.

Childrends Ment al Health Week was a fantastic dg@ppo
remind us all of the importance of belonging. By continuing to

show kindness, include others, and celebrate edch
differences, we can ensure that our school remains a place where

everyone feels safe, supported, and proud to be themselves.

. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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