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We Are OUTSTAND

It has been another great start to the year at Grove Park. We welcome all our new children, parents and efended
families across the school to the Grove Park community. And we thank you for choosing our school. Aflspecial
mention to the youngest pupils who have seamlessly integrated themselves into life at GP. You wouldn't tiink that
most of them are only 3 or 4 years old! We are looking forward to getting to know you over the next 6 (@r 7)

years. We also welcome some new staff to the team:

This year we began a new relations
with Lunchtime Co. and welcomed the
o1 to Grove Park. What a great start it h.

4 been! The children have thoroug \
— enjoyed all the new delicious fool(§"
including a revitalised salad bar ar=
dessert station. The first parent tastife

took place a couple of weeks ago wi

“ May were harvested a couple of weeks ago. There was a lovely
: = vegetable dish made with the butternut squash from the allotme
& was the star of the show!

additional work, with many many many meetings, the two days of inspection gave us the opportunity to shg
of the wonderful things that make Grove Park such a special place to be, and we were graded as Outstand
areas! Thank you to each and every parent for your words of support, contributions to the survey and k
during the processit meant so much to us and the sense of community at Grove Park was definitely recogn§
the inspection team. We will continue to develop, grow and thrive as a school community with our Grove Pa
the heart of all we do.

A couple of weeks ago, the PTA held their Annual General Meeting. A huge thank you to the team and to
for your support. The PTA are key to ensuring that we have community events, as well as raising funds to
continue to provide an O6outstandingdé offer for
a huge pressure on resources, so we tlistiahdyall dopapong
received so far. A huge thank you also to all the parents who have signed up to provide admin support
read with the children. By giving your time it ensures that teaching staff can focus on supporting your chil
class with their learning. Please visit the PTA website to keep up to date with events and make donations:

Have a lovely break, we are looking forward to the busy butfiled Autumn 2!

UPCOMING EVENTS

il Weds 13th Nov - Rec to Y6 Flu Vaccine
il Thurs 14th Nov - Individual & Sibling Photos
T Fri 22nd Nov - INSET day - School closed for children

~ I NSPI RI NG EEARCH- OTH GROVE PARK PRI MARY


https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Friends-of-Grove-Park-PTA/

Charity I s I n Our Heart

Harvest seems to come around so quickly after the start of the
academic year and is always a really important part of our Grove
community calendar. As the days get a bit shorter and Su
transitions into the orange and browns of Autumn, we see so
changes happening around us and, as a school, we think about hg
can change the lives of others. Our Harvest Assemblies have cent
the selfless work of Noble Peace Prize Wirth@¥angari Maathai ang

her beautiful quoteo /  wi /' /| be a hummi nghb
can. o I’ll do the best | can.

Prof. Wangari Maathai

I'll be a hummingbird,

For the past few years our Harvest donations have all been sent t

Hounslow Community FoodBox and The Upper Rédire latter being

a charity in Shepherdds Bush who provide
vulnerable and homeless.

2 Every tin of soup, every box of tea, every packet of biscuits
go to a family in short or longerm crisis. This is morg

humbling to see the many, many bags of generous donatpns
outside school on Friday 22September.

We welcomed Sunny Kharbanda (Operations Managerj at

FoodBox) to Grove Park to speak in our Harvest Asser@dbj

Sunny was truly inspiring and told us all about the amazifg

people the foodbank helps. The entire organisation relies orjthe

elfless support of volunteers and on the generosity of ignd

people like you all! Sunny also thanked the children for the lovely letters that they wrote last Spgng
these words of joy were placed in special food gift boxes and the families who received them sdd that
kind letters from our Grove Parkers brought hope and some happiness during a difficult time.

After Sunnyds vVvisit to Growai Buwtrwented lo eay s/riget fJt he
thank you to you, the teachers, all the pupils and parents from Grove Park Primary
School for the very generous Harvest Festival Donations. It was lovely to have the
opportunity to attend the Harvest Assembly and speak to the children about all the
amazing work the Volunteers at the FoodBox do to support the

‘8_?.0041 /| ocal community.d

Once again, our TREE val
became a reality and it is clear th
« there are many hummingbirds ina Hounslow

{
Q
=
w .> wonderful Grove Park family. Community
v

FoodBox
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Grove Park Poets Spread Joy

To celebrate National Poetry Day on thé& 8f October, the childre
of Grove Park decided to 'Post a Poem' to the people in the Igcal

the residents of Grove Park, as well as allowing our childre
experience the fulfilment of writing for a real audience.

To start, teachers shared their bésved poems - = .o
with their classes and encouraged the children to read and share their fav = X
poems with each other. Following this, the children then wrote out and illust
their favourite poem which they thought a neighbour would enjoy.

;"‘,';‘;very own posbox to be distributed by our Readi
‘,Champions through the letter boxes of the resid
b surrounding the school. The children buzzed

™ of so many children being inspired to pick up a pen and compose their
poetry at home, too.

All of the letters were collected and delivered to the local houses in (B
Park by our very own Grove Park Posties! g

Following our poetry delivery, we had a wonderful array of messages &

the people in the local community, sharing their appreciation for

Poetry Post. We hope to continue sharing our love of reading, writing
performing poetry at Grove Park, and continue to inspire other: {
appreciate the joy poetry can bring.

Nursery Learning!

I n Nursery, our topic has been O0AI

to share with the class our family photos. We have really enjoyed pl
learning, sharing and making new friendships in Nursery this half term, anfl our
teachers are immensely proud of how well we have settled.

occur during this season, and we have been using
leaves that we have collected to make our leaf crowns®
leaf rubbings too!

We have also been very engaged during our weekly
lessons, where we have learnt new songs and rhymes
have been able to play with the instruments too. |
great fun!
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Magi cal Mat hemati cs

The academic year at Grove Park has kicked off with a remarkable wave of enthusiasm, as the [hildret
eagerly demonstrate their mathematical knowledge! Lessons have not only taken place outsige whil
dodging the rain, but manipulatives have also been in full use across the school, enabling the chidren t
dive into exploring mathematical concepts independently.

In Nursery and Reception, the youngest Iearners are beginning their

gworking on counting, showing their ability to count forwards from var
starting points. Over in Year 2,

‘chei r understanding

up to 10.

In the upper years, Year 3 students have been showing off
knowledge of place value with-dgit numbers, using dienes blo
to explore different ways to partition numbers and Year 4 ca
this forward by writing number sentences and using pdrole
models to represent even larger numbers. Demonstrating that-

remember their prior learning and c
apply it to greater values..

30,0001 170,068
3456 75 toaqaq

50,000+%50,000
h8,567+5h

answers.

At the very top of the school in Year

students have been working on

challenge of creating numbers up to

million (numbers not often encountere
everyday life!) thinking carefully about how they can represe
value of each digit.

|l tds been fantastic to see s

children this early in the school year, as they eagerly explain —

thought processes and solutions. With so many budding prebtdvers in the making, the teachers
certainly need to keep thinking ahead to continue nurturing these inquisitive minds!
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C Mr Fox!

In Year 3 English this half term, the childr
have been inspired by "Fantastic Mr Fox." gii
avid Roald Dahl fans, the children hall S
! thoroughly enjoyed reading more of his wdg¥ =
{and using this book as a stimulus for th| "‘”"" )
writing. We began the year by looking at settif #% e
descriptions, and the children took part in- &
0Soundscapeo6 to hel py
the storyés rural s|
their five senses and higtuality vocabulary, they brought th ="
world of the story to life with vivid details. As part of the
character study, the children created imaginative Wanted po ‘”
for Mr Fox, using interesting expanded noun phrases (ENPs /i
imaginative similes to describe his cunning and clever tra;vt\;/
complement their writing, they also produced fantastic ar
depicting Mr Fox in vibrant colours using oil pastels. The crea |
and effort put into both their writing and art have be¢ i
/

outstandingd we are so impressed. i

Splendid Syrian Food Tast

- ‘ In English this half term, Year 4 have been reading The Boy at the
of the Class. They learnt that the new boy, Ahmet, who is a refijgee

from pomegranate seeds, pitta bread, hummus and dates.

When eating these delicious foods, they carefully critiqued the
gave each item of food a O6star

item of food and explaining their choices.

This |l esson didndt only give .
and give real life context to the book, The Boy at the Back of

which will help with future pieces of writing when immers
themselves in and trying to empathise with the perspective of Ah
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Attendance Matters

Our first newsletter of the year is, as always, filled with amazing articles, memorable moments and fi MAK[ THIS
photographs all beautifully capturing the ambition, aspiration and activities that make Grove Park such [:[]UN-I'

liant place to be. Alongside all of these inspiring articles about the love of learning and magical memor

have been happening each Rafm, we now always include a piece about school attendance and punctue

our newsletters. Whilst this topic may not be anywhere near as exciting to read, being in school as ofter

sible is vital for our Grove Parkers to achieve their best outcomes academically, socially, developmeriany aiwu

emotionally and also means that our children have the opportunity to take part in all of the wonderful lessons, experidraivities
that happen at GP! We want your children to be part of everything on offer and we love seeing them every day! During daD@BH
earlier in October, the i nspect ordandrightylso as wd ace@dpieationat faverg ginglé dn
of our children and want them all to reach their potential, now and throughout their lives.

In our Summer 2 newsletter, we shared that 38 children across the school had atterigoae90% - the Department for Education (Df
describes this % as being a O6persistent absenteed. Telmis due 1q
the higher number of bugs and viruses going around at the start of the year, but when we compare the overall attendaander fige
school with this time last year, it is a real cause for celebration! We are always proud of our high attendance at GroasdRhik time
last year it was 95.1%, currently itis at 96.2% - this is superb and we thank every parent and carer for theigoimg support.

Mi ss Davies wil!/ al so be sending a Parentmaill t o awillbe gpkea tg
work closely together this academic year to improve the attendance of these children. New and even tighter guidelines giac®ivo
the Department of Education.

I f you receive a Parentmail about your <chil dds at t eppoutgonceed
from Hounslow or external agencies to help your child be in school as often as possible.

Some parents have said that receiving letters from Miss Davies or the Local Authority can be the cause of worry. Whilsttoesdrad
these letters in line withi , ipleasenknowrthatethe maost important thing: to usi is: world
together to improve childrenf6s attendance i f it i s rkers aodthes
are lots of support services available if you are finding it hard to get your child into school or to bring them to schaokoframily lifg
can be busy and stressful, so please contact us if the mornings are &igkyen children arrive late they can feel very ansiand
embarrassed about walking into the classroom when the day has already s@awedvant to avoid this. Children who are late almiss ug
to half an hour of learning as lesson start promptly after the registéryour child arrives after 9:20am this counts as an

unauthorised absence mark in the register.

We know that there are unavoidable reasons why children may be absent and if children are really too unwell for schelotuttiéydeed
be resting and recovering. Parents know their children best, but if you are ever unsure whether your child should bé ptessteoontad
Miss Deborah or Miss Rawlings. This NHS website is also really helpful:

As Mi ss Davies shared at al | of the O6Meet t he Teach dae @il =

considered by Hounslow 19 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence within a rolling 10 week
period.

Not missing days from school really helps children to feel connected with their friends; when children are late to sdtwat drcan be
hard for them to catch up on missed learning and know what games their friends are péaglvig can all affect how they feelbmut the
day ahead.

We still want to reduce the number of holidays during teime. The majority of our families at Grove Park have relatives ivhabroad
and the cost of flights/accommodation increases during the school holidays. These are very frustrating facts of life ealy de
empathised but the guidelines are very strict and Miss Davies can only authorise term time lea@gyiexceptional circumstances and
for family holidays.

It is really difficult for children not to talk to the staff or their friends about forthcoming holidays or why they have ##sent so we ar
really grateful to families for being open and honest about where children are when they are not in &thank you for compting the|
Term Time Leave forms. Knowing all children are safe and well is always our priority.

The attendance article in the Summer 2 newsletter finished with this target:

oOur overall school att ethidsamdliantfigwe cdbutasave t
are always aspirational for our children and school we now want to ensure we move up to
96% or 97% in 2024/25. Letdbs d

As Autumn 2 draws to a close, we are already above 96%e did it! There really is no reason wh
we candt get to 97% by working together, p
focusing on each day in school being an amazing opportunity for your children to thrive and gro
develop.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65e8ae343649a2001aed63aa/Summary_table_of_responsibilities_for_school_attendance__applies_from_19_August_2024_.pdf
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/schools_and_colleges/1544/school_attendance_and_absence
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/#:~:text=If%20your%20child%20has%20mild,they%20can%20go%20to%20school

Love Reading

Grove Park has definitely returned to school full of enthusiasm for reading! During their English and
reading lessons, the children have been exploring many different texts types, including picturejbooks,
songs and poems. They have also been applying their understanding of their class texts intp their
wrltlng and durlng lots of drama and speaking and listening activities!

writing topic, Year 2 have enjoyed writing and followe 5 Sop
their own instructions to make fruit pizzas.

Il n Key Stage 2, each class has ‘ - En
class text. Year 3 are enjoying DIF a n
soundscapes to explore their senses in the rural countryside setting. Year § 8§ , ;

been studying 06The Boy at the BaciX v/ X8 | a s
interview Ahmet, the main character. In Year 5 and Year 6, the children )

been busy reading and exploring texts linked to Black History Month.

have been looking at texts about Martin Luther King and wrote their €

persuasive speeches after |isteni i 01
Year 6 have been reading and performing poems, as well as singing along wigh the
words of songs to infer the meaning behind the lyrics.

We are also thrilled to announce that Reading Champions are back! The chjidren
have eagerly completed and submitted their applications and we look forwajd to
announcing our new Reading Champions after half term. Our new champiorg will
be very important in continuing to promote a love for reading across schod|, as
well as supporting with reading related competitions, helping to plan for our ook

week in March and making our school library even more inviting!

From The Palaeolithic To The

This term in History, Year 3 have been learning about the Stone Ag_
kicked off our topic by exploring Stone Age art. Fascinated by the ty

artwork produced in prehistoric times, we created our own cave art pair

using the floors and wall s. Ne xt
-and gatheringd to make ou
Age Bake Off, with dishes like woolly mammoth stew

- Iron Ages, we created our own bell beaker pots, w
& would have been used for smelting, and made predic




Learning Wi th Reception! ‘

As we reach the end of our first habrm, we are
». delighted to share how beautifully the Reception
| children have settled into school life. They have quickly
| the rules and routines, anc
" see them exploring all the different areas of the
classroom and outdoors with such enthusiasm.

- The children have been busy rplaying in the home
corner and farm shop using their imagination as they
 take on different roles and scenarios. In phonics, the
: : ' children have made great progress, already learning lots
of new sounds, and they're thrilled to be taking home their very first reading
books over the holidays!

A real highlight this halferm has been our focus on families.
The children loved sharing their family photos and talking
about why their families are special to them. They also had
fun retell i nfebtrree Gxotiomngy oomf ao Bear Hpnt
where they took on the roles of the different characters and
thought about who they would go on a hunt for, creating
t heir own story maps! Waéyethen compar
Go/i ng on a, whidh sndturally ded tug into our
learning about Autumn. The children were very inspired
by the story and created their own Autumn themed
observational drawings in art.

Our Forest School adventure was a Wonderful

4 in perfectly with our Autumn theme.

4. 2" In maths, we've been busy exploring concept
L @ mass, weight, and capacity, using scales
~ learning lots of key mathematical vocabulary. The

children have also been working on patterns, practi

We have also spent time talking about feelings and w
we can do when we experience different emofioasig i~
step in understanding ot
started learning about Christianity, focusing on why (&&=

| 1 is important to people who are Christians.

j! t 6s b e e nfilled halbterrs, wnd we anerso prou
|| of everything the children have achieved. '
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