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Weõre delighted to kick off another exciting year here at Grove Park! A very warm welcome goes out to all 
the new children, parents, and extended families joining our wonderful school community. Thank you for 
choosing to begin your journey with us. Our youngest pupils have made an especially impressive start - itõs 
hard to believe that many of them are only three or four years old, as theyõve settled in so confidently and 
enthusiastically. We canõt wait to watch them grow and thrive over the coming 6 (or 7) years. Weõre also 
thrilled to welcome several new members of staff to the Grove Park team:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Hiscocks (R Chestnut), Miss Shore (Y2 Cedar), Miss Brown (Y3 Hazel), Miss Mohan (Y5 Hawthorn) and 
Miss Jackson (Y6 Elder).  
 
This term, Grove Park says a heartfelt farewell to someone truly extraordinary ñ our brilliant Business and 
Operations Lead, Miss Rodrigues. 

For the past 13 years, Miss Rodrigues has been at the very heart of Grove Park. Her leadership, wisdom, and 
dedication have shaped every part of school life ñ from supporting our most vulnerable pupils to revolution-
ising our wraparound care, policies, fundraising, catering, and the systems that keep the school running so 
smoothly. There is quite literally no corner of Grove Park that hasnõt felt the positive impact of her work and 
leadership. 

As a key member of our Senior Leadership Team, Miss Rodrigues has been part of two Outstanding Ofsted 
inspections ñ an achievement that reflects her tireless commitment to excellence and her deep understanding 
of what makes Grove Park such a special place in which to learn and work. Her calm leadership was also 
instrumental in steering the school community safely and successfully through the challenges of the pandem-
ic, ensuring that pupils, families, and staff remained supported and connected throughout. 

Alongside her exceptional professionalism and expertise in Finance, HR, Compliance, Governance, Health and 
Safety and Mental Health & Well-Being, Miss Rodrigues has brought warmth, humour, and humanity to 
everything sheõs done. Her calm presence and steady hand have helped the school through periods of change, 
always keeping the focus firmly on what matters most ñ our children, our Grove Parkers. 

Miss Rodrigues has also been the creative force behind this very newsletter, pouring her heart and soul into 
making it the lively, engaging publication our community now loves. Her eye for detail, clarity, and        
storytelling has ensured that every issue captures the spirit of Grove Park ñ celebrating achievements, shar-
ing joy, and keeping families connected. 

Beyond her daily responsibilities and SLT role, Miss Rodrigues has worked tirelessly with the PTA, supporting 
events, finances, and fundraising. Her collaborative spirit and enthusiasm have strengthened the partnership 
between school and families, helping countless projects and celebrations come to life. 

Miss Rodrigues is wise, generous, and endlessly supportive. Whether leading or sharing a much-needed laugh 
or hug or listening ear with anyone who needs her, she has always embodied the 
Grove Park values of compassion, resilience, and community. 

As she moves on to her next chapter, Miss Rodrigues leaves behind an           
extraordinary legacy. Her vision, kindness, and drive have shaped Grove Park in 
ways that will be felt for many years to come. 

From everyone ñ staff, pupils, governors and parents alike ñ we offer our     
deepest thanks and warmest wishes. Our truly wonderful, Miss Rodrigues ð you 
are loved and respected and will be missed more than words can say and remem-
bered always  as an irreplaceable part of the Grove Park story. With love and 

endless gratitude from the entire Grove Park community.   

UPCOMING EVENTS  

¶ Thursday 13th November ÅIndividual and sibling photographs  

¶ Week beginning 17th November Åvirtual Parent Teacher Meetings  

¶ Week beginning 24th November ÅBook Fair  
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A Bright Start to the New School Year!  
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òIt is not good byeé just see you later!ó 

Over my 13 years at Grove Park, a lot has 

changed! We moved from one form entry to two, 

had a brand new KS2 building constructed,                 

survived COVID, had two OFSTED inspections, I 

have pleaded for Pritt sticks and toilet rolls, been 

managed by four headteachers and six Chair of 

Governors, worked with three Site Managers, and 

had the pleasure of working with many many 

staff and families it has been a whirlwind!!!  

Starting Grove Park in my late 20õs and now leaving in my (very 

early) 40õs. My own  children grew up alongside me 

at Grove Park, waiting patiently on weekends for 

me to do  ôone more piece of workõ to eventually            

becoming students here themselves. Of course they 

got amazing SATõs results, but I wouldn't have                 

expected anything less with the outstanding             

teaching and supportive well - being programme. 

Today, they are flourishing as young adults!  

When asked what I will miss most about Grove 

Park, it is impossible to put into words. It has 

been a constant challenge, but making a      

positive  impact on the children, families and 

staff is priceless and has been the reason I 

have stayed in a job that I love for so long!  

Grove Park has left a ôtree-shaped markõ on my heart. I will be 

forever grateful for the opportunity to have 

met so many amazing people and to have 

made so many lifelong friendships along 

the way.  

I will miss you allé BUT no more tearsé as 

I always sayé 

òit is not good byeé just see you later!ó 

Miss Rodrigues  



Our Youngest Grove Parkers Are Settling In Well! 
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Year 6 Explore Wartime Chiswick 
This term, Year 6 have enthusiastically explored their Enquiry Question: 
ôHow was life in Chiswick affected by the Second World War?õ. 
Through a range of engaging activities, they have examined both    
primary and secondary sources to uncover how local residents        
experienced this significant period in history. 
 
The term began with pupils taking on the role of archaeologists, un-
earthing artefacts to build a historical timeline. This hands-on activity 
helped them visualise when key events occurred, while also developing 
their teamwork and research skills. A particular highlight was studying 
wartime propaganda. Year 6  
analysed British Government 
posters, drawing thoughtful    
inferences before designing their 

own versions complete with eye-catching slogans and detailed 
illustrations of army vehicles. They later evaluated the           
effectiveness of various propaganda posters - proving to be a 
class of insightful and honest critics! 
 
Getting into the wartime spirit, the children also formed their 
own ômake do and mendõ group. After learning about rationing, 
they had a go at darning socks - discovering both the patience 
and skill needed for such tasks, and perhaps a few budding     
surgeons among them! Year 6 have shown great curiosity and 
enthusiasm throughout the term, demonstrating impressive      
historical understanding and teamwork as they investigated life 
in Chiswick during the Second World War. 

Over the Summer holidays, one of our amazing Year 6 pupils, Oscar, achieved something 
truly inspiring. Oscar took part in the Superhero Triathlon Challenge at Dorney Lake - a 
truly special event! 
 
Oscar completed an incredible 400m swim, 10km cycle, and 2.5km 
run, showing amazing determination and enthusiasm throughout 
the day. Not only did he rise to this incredi-
ble physical challenge, but he also raised 
over £1,000 for Skylarks, a Richmond-based 
charity that supports   children with disabili-
ties and additional needs. 

 
Oscarõs family, along with all of us here at Grove Park, are       
immensely proud of his achievement. What a wonderful example of  
perseverance, kindness, and community spirit ñ well done, Oscar! 
You are a true Grove Parker!  
 

Oscar Takes on the Superhero Triathlon!  



 

Harvest always seems to come around so quickly after the 
start of the new academic year and is such an important part 
of our Grove Park community calendar. As the days grow 
shorter and Summer shifts into the oranges and browns of 
Autumn, we notice so many changes happening around us, 
and as a school, we take time to think about how we can 
make a difference in the lives of others. 
 
This year, our Harvest Assemblies have centred on the      
inspiring true story One Plastic Bag  by Miranda Paul ñ 
the story of Isatou Ceesay, a Gambian activist and social 

entrepreneur who saw a problem in her community and took small but powerful actions to make change. 
Her message ñ that caring for others and for our world begins with one thoughtful act ñ reminded us 
that even the smallest hands can make a big difference. 
 
For the past few years, our Harvest donations have been sent to the Hounslow Community FoodBox and 
The Upper Room ð a charity in Shepherdõs Bush providing vital support, skills, and opportunities to   
people who are vulnerable or homeless. It was an honour to be able to help both of these amazing    
organisations again this Autumn.  
 
The FoodBox continues to have a huge impact on many members of our 
school and local community who need emergency food and support. The 
families who use it are often going through difficult times, and your gener-
osity helps make life a little easier for them. Every tin of soup, every packet 
of pasta, and every box of tea goes to a family in need ñ something that 
feels more important than ever as so many face rising living costs. It was 
incredibly heart-warming to see the mountain of donations outside school 
on Friday 26th September. 
 
We were delighted to welcome Frankie from Hounslow FoodBank to our school to speak in our Harvest 
Assembly. Frankie shared powerful stories about the difference the FoodBank makes every single day 
and reminded us how vital the kindness of volunteers and donors is to their work. 
After the assembly, Frankie sent a lovely message of thanks: 
 
òMany thanks for your kind words, Miss Davies, and for the lovely assembly this morning ð what      

impeccably-behaved kids! Thanks also for the 
schoolõs generosity in supporting FoodBox so 
well.ó 
 
Once again, our TREE values were shining 
brightly, and itõs clear that there are many 
Isatous in our wonderful Grove Park family ñ 
children and adults who, through empathy,  
kindness, and small everyday actions, are    
helping to make the world a better place for   
others. 
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Our TREE Values in Action: A Heartfelt Harvest at Grove Park 
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As part of their English learning, Year 2 have been writing instructions 
- and what better way to inspire them than by making fruit pizzas ! 
The children had a fantastic time designing and making their own mini 
pizzas using a variety of colourful, healthy toppings. They carefully  
considered each step, from preparing the base to choosing their fruit 
and assembling their creations. The hands-on experience really helped 
them understand how important it is to give clear, sequenced          
instructions.  

 
 
 
Weõve now seen 
their final written 
instructional pieces, 
and we are so impressed! The children have applied 
all the features weõve been learning - including time 
connectives, bossy (imperative) verbs, and clear step-
by-step language. Their writing is not only accurate 
and well-structured, but also full of personality and 
creativity. Some even added helpful tips and extra 
details! Itõs been such a successful and enjoyable unit 
of work, well done, Year 2! 

Autumn Adventures and New Beginnings in Nursery! 

What a fantastic start our Nursery children have had! The children 
have settled in well and are getting to know their new friends and 
teachers. They have been learning all about our classroom rules and 
routines, helping to make our Nursery a happy and safe place for   
everyone. 
This term the topic is ôMe and My Worldõ, which has given the children 
lots of opportunities to talk about themselves, their families, and the 
things they enjoy. It has been lovely to see 
their confidence growing each day as they 
share their ideas and experiences during 
circle time and play. 

We have also been exploring the changes that happen in Autumn. The children have 
enjoyed spending time outdoors, collecting colourful leaves, spotting acorns and   
conkers, and noticing how the weather is changing. At the art table they have enjoyed 
making their Autumn crowns using the natural resources that they have collected. The 
outdoor area continues to be a favourite place to play, learn, and discover new things 
together. 
It has been lovely to see the childrenõs confidence growing each day as they explore 
new experiences with enthusiasm. We are very proud of how well they have settled 
into Nursery life and are very excited for all the learning adventures still to come! 

Perfect Pizzas and Powerful Instructions! 



 

We were thrilled to welcome back two very special visitors 
to Grove Park on Wednesday 18th September ñ Dr Jessica 
Tipton, now Head of the National Education Nature Park, 
and Helen Whitehouse OBE, Chief Operating Officer at the 
Natural History Museum. Both Jess and Helen were pupils 
at Grove Park from 1984 to 1992, and their return to their 
old primary school was a truly joyful and inspiring occasion 
that filled the whole community with pride. 
Jess & Helen led lively and engaging assemblies for both 
KS1 and KS2, sharing stories about their fascinating careers 
and their passion for protecting the natural world. Their 

message was clear and powerful: that nature needs us all, and that even the smallest actions ñ planting 
wildflowers, reducing waste, or learning about biodiversity ñ can make a big difference when we work 
together. The children listened with great enthusiasm, asking thoughtful questions and reflecting on how 
they could take action themselves. 
Two of our wonderful Year 6 House Captains, Oscar and Lila, 
proudly gave them a tour of the school, showing our wildlife   
area, the nesting boxes for endangered swifts, and our vegetable 
garden ñ all created and maintained with the help of our pupils. 
Jess and Helen were delighted to see how much the school has 
changed, whilst maintaining its lovely outdoor spaces, since their 
time here, and they even shared old photos and some of their 
happiest Grove Park memories. 
Helen told pupils that her job as Chief Operating Officer at the 
Natural History Museum is òa bit like being a Deputy   
Headteacher.ó She explained how she makes sure everything is 
ready for the museum to open each day ñ from managing  
budgets and protecting the museumõs incredible collection of 80 
million specimens, to ensuring visitors have an inspiring          
experience. She also reminisced about loving playtime and History lessons at Grove Park, especially topics 
like the Romans and the Great Fire of London. 
Jess, who now runs the National Education Nature Park, described her work helping schools across the 
country to improve their grounds for wildlife and to take part in a huge science research project. She   

explained how her team creates tools 
for children to monitor nature, design 
teaching resources and inspire curiosity 
about the environment. Jess also 
shared how her interests in art, music, 
and being outdoors as a child at Grove 
Park have shaped the career she loves 
today. 
Later, Jess and Helen met with Year 6, 
encouraging pupils to think about how 
curiosity, teamwork, and determination 
can lead to extraordinary opportunities. 
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Former Grove Park Pupils Inspire a Greener Future 
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Fantastic Learning from the Ground Up! 

Playground Problem Solvers! 

Year 2 have been taking their Maths learning outside and absolutely loving it! 
With chalk in hand, the children have turned the playground into a giant 
maths canvas. They've been drawing colourful part-whole models, exploring 
number fact families, practising flexible partitioning, and creating huge number 
lines to jump along and solve problems. These outdoor sessions have been a 
fantastic way to bring learning to life, giving children the chance to engage 
physically and visually with key mathematical concepts. Not only have they 
deepened their understanding, but theyõve also had lots of fun working      
together in the fresh air. Itõs been wonderful to see their enthusiasm and team-
work shine through.  

In Year 3 English this half term, the children have been inspired by 
"Fantastic Mr Fox." As avid Roald Dahl fans, the children have  
thoroughly enjoyed reading more of his work and using this book as 
a stimulus for their writing. We began the year by looking at setting 
descriptions, and the children took part in a òSoundscapeó to help 
them generate ideas for the storyõs rural setting. Using their five 
senses and high-quality vocabulary, they brought the world of the 
story to life with vivid details. As part of their character study, the 
children created imaginative Wanted posters for Mr Fox, using    
interesting expanded noun phrases and imaginative similes to      
describe his cunning and clever traits. To complement their writing, 
they also produced fantastic artwork, depicting Mr Fox in vibrant 
colours using oil pastels. The creativity and effort put into both their 
writing and art have been outstanding ð we are so impressed. 

During Science in Autumn 1, our topic has been òWhat lies Beneath Our Feet?ó The children have been 
fascinated to discover the different layers of the Earth - from the crust all the way down to the inner 
core. We were amazed to learn about the Russian scientists who built a drill that reached an incredible 
depth of 12,262 feet into the Earthõs surface before it got 
too hot! Building on this, we explored different types of 
rocks, learning how they are formed and identifying their 
unique features. We then delved into fossils, finding out how 
they are created under pressure over millions of years.    
Finally, we investigated soils and their permeability, conduct-
ing a hands-on experiment to test how quickly water passes 
through pebbles, sand and soil. The children worked      
carefully to keep the experiment fair, using equal amounts of 
water for each material. Their curiosity and enthusiasm have 
made this a truly rock-solid start to the year in Science! 



Our Youngest Grove Parkers Are Settling In Well! 
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Our Reception Stars Shine Bright This Half-Term! 

As we reach the end of our first half-term, we are delighted to share how    
beautifully the Reception children have settled into school life. They have quickly 
grasped the rules and routines, and itõs been a joy to see them exploring all the 
different areas of the classroom and outdoors with such enthusiasm. 
The children have been busy role-playing in the home corner and farm shop  
using their imagination as they take on different roles and scenarios. In Phonics, 
the children have made great progress, already learning many new sounds, and 
they're thrilled to be taking home their very first reading books this half term! 
 
A real highlight this half-term has been our focus on families. The children loved 
sharing their family photos and talking about why their families are special to 

them. They also had fun retelling the story of òWeõre Going on a Bear Huntó where they took on the 
roles of the different characters and thought about who they would go on a hunt for, creating their 
own story maps! They then compared it with òWeõre Going on a Leaf Huntó, which naturally led us 
into our learning about Autumn. The children were very inspired by the story and created their own 
Autumn themed observational drawings in art.  
 
Our forest school adventure was a wonderful experience! The children loved exploring nature and cre-
ating beautiful leaf crowns, which tied in perfectly with our Autumn theme. In Maths, we've been busy 
exploring concepts of mass, weight, and capacity, using scales and learning lots of key mathematical 
vocabulary. The children have also been working on patterns, practising following repeated patterns 
and even creating their own! 
 
We have also spent time talking about feelings and what we can do 
when we experience different emotions - a big step in               
understanding ourselves and others. In RE, weõve started learning 
about Christianity, focusing on why God is important to Christians. 
 
Itõs been a busy, fun-filled half-term, and we are so proud of       
everything the children have achieved. 

This term, Year 6 have been showcasing their creativity through a range of exciting English projects. 
They began by entering the BBCõs 500 Words writing competition, planning imaginative stories on 
themes of their choice. After drafting and editing their work, the children proudly submitted their entries 
and now eagerly await the results! 
More recently, Year 6 have turned their attention to biographies. After studying a model text about  
Nelson Mandela, they identified key features such as subheadings, powerful verbs, and precise         
punctuation. Using these skills, pupils have been learning about inspirational figures including Rosa Parks 
and Malala Yousafzai, preparing to write their own biographies about people who inspire them. 
In their whole-class reading sessions, the children have been enjoying Letters from the Lighthouse by  
Emma Carroll, which links beautifully to their World War Two history topic. Using their reading skills, 
they have explored language, inference, and character motives with impressive insight. 
Year 6 have shown great enthusiasm and skill in their English work this termñproving themselves to be 
thoughtful readers and imaginative writers. 

Year 6 Become Budding Authors and Biographers 
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This half term in English, Year 4 have 
been reading ôThe Boy at the Back of 
the Classõ. We discovered that the new 
boy, Ahmet, is a refugee from Syria, 
who has had to flee from war and leave 
his family behind. Throughout the story, 
the narrator and friends ð Michael, Tom, 
and Josie ð work together to help Ahmet 
settle into his new school, even bringing 
him gifts such as a pomegranate to   
remind him of home. 

Inspired by this, Year 4 transformed into 
food critics for a special Syrian food tasting experience! We tried a wonderful variety of foods, including 
pomegranate seeds, pitta bread, hummus, and dates. 

As they sampled each dish, the children carefully considered flavours, textures, and aromas, giving every 
item a ôstar ratingõ. They used adjectives to describe the 
foods and wrote imaginative sentences explaining their      
favourites and least favourites! 

This delicious lesson not only allowed the children to   
explore new foods, but also encouraged them to         
empathise with Ahmetõs experiences of moving to a new 
country. These reflections will support their upcoming 
writing when they write their balanced argument about 
whether they think it was right for Ahmet to fight      
Brendan the Bully over the stolen pomegranate.  

During PSHE this half term we have been learning about 
ôBeing me in my worldõ. We began by understanding how 

our own actions and 
attitudes can affect the class team and discussed different ways we 
can be a contributing member! We moved this into the wider    
community and looked at all the different communities we are a 
part of (including Grove Park!). We thought about our own role 
within these communities and how we can be a positive influence 
within them.  

With all of this knowledge of democracy, community and how to be 
part of a team we worked together in small groups to build the  
tallest tower possible out of spaghetti and marshmallows! The aim 
was to make sure everyone felt involved and heard and ideas were 
able to be shared and compromised whilst keeping the team spirit 
up! Each team worked excellently together and some of the finished 
designs and towers were excellent!  

 From Page to Plate: Year 4 Sample Syrian Flavours! 



 

 

Year 1õs Science lessons got off to a 
buzzing start this term! We began by 
asking a big question: ôWhat does it 
mean to be a scientist?õ. 

Inspired by David Attenborough and 
Mae Jemison, the children discovered 
that anyone can be a scientist if 
theyõre curious about the world. We 
practised key skills like observing 

closely, asking questions, and spotting changes ñ and then we put them 
to the test in a fizzing experiment! We mixed sodium bicarbonate with  
colourful vinegars, and the classroom soon filled with giggles, bubbles, 
and fizz as our mixtures overflowed. 

Next, we launched into our first big investigation: ôHow is the human body 
different from other animals?õ. Outside, we labelled body parts on each  
other and explored how our hearts, skeletons, and other features are   
similar to animals in surprising ways. Itõs been a fantastic start to Science, 
and Year 1 canõt wait to make even more discoveries! 
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We are absolutely delighted to share a huge well done 
to our incredible Year 4 and Year 6 pupils, who recently 
took part in the local Tag Rugby Festival. Not only did 
they play some fantastic rugby, but they also      
demonstrated the very best of our school values 
throughout the evening. 
From the moment they arrived, the children showed  
enthusiasm, respect, and a brilliant team spirit. On the 
pitch, they gave it their all working together, supporting 
one another, and showing great resilience in every 
match. Off the pitch, their kindness and good manners were noticed by teachers, organisers, and even 
other schools! 
We were especially proud of how they handled both wins and losses with grace, positivity, and a real 
love of the game. Their behaviour was a shining example of sportsmanship, and they truly did our school 

proud. 
Several members of staff from other schools commented on 
how well our children played and, even more importantly, 
how encouraging and respectful they were to others. Thatõs 
the kind of praise that means the world to us! 
A big thankyou to one of our ex-students who also helped 
manage and lead the teams through a range of games.  
To our wonderful players: you were fantastic role models, 
and we couldn't be prouder. Congratulations once again, 
youõve set a brilliant example for others to  
follow! 

Fizz, Fun & Fantastic Science! 

Tag, Teamwork, and Triumph!  


