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We are only halfway through the Summer term and already the talent within the school has been shining 
brightly; what a wide variety of talent we haveé from acting to singing to chess to football - our Grove 
Parkers can do it all!!!! First a note from Ariana - "Hi, Iõm Ariana, and Iõm currently performing at the Royal 

Opera House in the 2024 production of Carmen. As a 
member of the Royal Opera House Youth Opera                 
Company, I was given the chance to  audition to be a 
part of the Carmen Childrenõs Chorus a few months 
ago, and I got the part! The childrenõs chorus for    
Carmen is a group of 30 children who play an        
important role in Act I and Act IV. The best part about 
being in this production is the thrill of performing to a 
live sell-out audience on the Main Stage and working on 
vocal techniques with the professionals. I have loved 
singing and performing from a young age, and am  
passionate about doing so in the future!  The experience 
of performing at the Royal Opera House will definitely 

stay with me forever." Ariana we are so proud of you, we know that you will 
achieve your dreams, the long evenings and nights whilst still being a superstar learner canõt be easy, but 
you have managed it so maturely! Well done! 

In April, Edmond in Y3 travelled to Warwick to compete at the English Primary School 
Chess Association. Together with his club they won 1st place nationally, beating all other 
boroughs. What an achievement Edmond. Keep up the hard work!!! 

A couple of weeks ago, some very talented members of Grove 
Park showcased their dance skills at the UDO Street Dance 
competition alongside their dance academy - Ghost Dance 
Troupe. After months of dedicated practice, they brought 
home gold and became London Street Dance champions. 
Their remarkable achievement has earned them a spot in the 
World Championships in Blackpool this August, here they will 

represent London and compete against dance crews from around the world. We 
couldn't be prouder of their hard work and success! Wow!!! Please bring us back 

a stick of rock from Blackpool! 

And we donõt stop thereé many of our children 
not only attend Little Foxes clubs after school 
but also at  the weekends.  A huge               
congratulations to the Grove Parkers who played for Foxes FC U10's in the 
Middlesex Youth League Shield Final last Sunday. The team came through 
to win 4-2 on penalties! Well done, your hard work has paid offé we will see 
you in the Premier League one day.  

Soé letõs review, our children have been in 
Central London, Warwick, Middlesex and 
now we go globalé Eden in Y5 has been 

performing in Andrew Lloyd Webberõs ôSchool of Rock the Musicalõ playing 
the part of Tomika in the show! Eden is    
currently touring Asia and is wowing the  
audiences and production company in every 
performance! We love hearing how she is 
doing and it is clear that she has a glittering 
musical career ahead of her. Go Eden ð you 
are a shining star! We miss you but know that 
you are having the best time and we are SO 
proud!  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
¶ Tuesday 4th June @ 7:00pm - Parents Forum via Zoom  
¶ Wednesday 5th June - Pop Party Picnic  
¶ Thursday 13th June - Y5 Big Sleepover 
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Buttercups, Daisies & Cow Parsley! 

During our Science lessons this term in Year 1, we have been investigating our 
Enquiry Question, ôWhat does a plant need in order to grow?õ We had a huge 
amount of fun searching for common plants around the school, we were 
amazed to find  buttercups, daisies, and cow parsley. We observed closely to 
see what conditions these plants needed to grow in our playground. To begin 
our investigation, we had three plants. One plant had 'sunlight and waterõ, the 
second one had ôsunlight but with no waterõ and the third one had ôwater but 
no sunlightõ. Most importantly, to make sure it was a fair test, we made sure 
the plants were the same type, as we learned that some plants are adapted to 
different environments. We made predictions about each plant, and all agreed 
that the plant with the sun and water would grow best. However, our curiosity began to grow too and 
the children wondered what might happen to the other plants, particularly the one in the dark. 

Year 1 students are very excited about their new textiles project. We started our weaving journey by 
looking at different textile types. We learned that a textile becomes a fabric by interlocking different 
threads together. One of the techniques is weaving, and we were fascinated by how people have been 
using this technique all over the world. We learned about Gunta Stolz, who made her own beautiful 
weavings, which inspired us to design our own dream catchers. We carefully thought about the                     

materials we would need and who we would make 
it for. Both classes were eager to get started, and   
despite weaving being challenging, Year 1                      
displayed fantastic perseverance and                           
determination. We practised the technique of 
weaving using paper, making sure to thread over 
and under. Once we had mastered weaving, we 
chose our wool and began to make our dream 
catchers. We canõt wait to see the finished                  
product! 

 
 
Music In Our Hearts 

Grove Park is always such a welcoming place to be and our new Music Teacher ð Miss Cookson ð 
could not agree more. Miss Cookson joined Grove Park last term and she has quickly become a valued 
member of our Grove Park family. For many years we have worked alongside Sing Education for our 
peripatetic and whole class Music lessons and Miss Cookson brings passion for her subject and a robust 
and aspirational Learning Journey through which the National Curriculum really 
comes to life. Sing Educationõs core philosophy is òEvery child has a voiceó (which 
fits perfectly with our Mental Health Week theme of ôMy Voice Mattersõ) and this is 
definitely something that we can feel with Miss Cooksonõs lessons and singing    
assemblies! The childrenõs beautiful and melodic voices can be heard all the way 
through to the Senior Leadership Offices ð Mr Hibbert, Mrs McGregor,            
Miss Rodrigues and Mrs Varma all love Tuesdays! Miss Rodrigues is hoping to gain 
some tips for her on-going vocal journey and repertoire! Miss Cookson re-introduced 
Choir for Years 2 ð 6 this half term and we canõt wait for them to share their songs 
with us at the Summer Fair! Thank you, Miss Cookson! 
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Year 6ôs Journey Through Human Biology 

This term in Science, Year 6 have embarked on an exciting journey to unravel 
the mysteries of the human body and how it compares to other living       
creatures. Our curious young scientists kicked off their exploration with a deep 
dive into the skeletal system. They discovered the critical functions of bones, 
joints and cartilage, and engaged in a thrilling scavenger hunt to piece                 
together different parts of the skeleton. This activity sparked lively discussions 
about the differences between human and animal skeletons. 

The adventure continued as students turned their focus to the circulatory    
system. They delved into the vital role of the heart and how it pumps life 
throughout the body. To bring the circulatory system to life, pupils performed 
a dynamic re-enactment of how blood vessels transport oxygen and remove 
carbon dioxide. This hands-on experience helped them appreciate the efficiency needed to distribute 
oxygen to every organ. 

But the learning didn't stop there! Year 6 then investigated the digestive system's intricate workings. 
They simulated the journey of foodñusing bread, biscuits, and bananasñfrom the mouth through the   
digestive tract. This involved crushing food to mimic chewing, adding water as 

saliva, mixing in orange juice for stomach acid, and 
squeezing the mixture through tights to demonstrate  
intestinal passage. This experiment not only                            
demonstrated the digestion process but also highlighted 
its crucial and somewhat messy role in our bodies. 
Through these immersive activities, our Year 6 students 
have not only enhanced their understanding of human 
biology but also sharpened their analytical and creative 
skills, making this a truly memorable term in Science. 

 
Dig Dig Digging! 

This half term, Year 4 have been learning all about the Anglo-Saxons and as 
part of this, they had to become archaeologists for the day! After discussing 
how historians get their information from different sources, they learnt about a 
famous burial ship called ôSutton Hooõ, and how this was discovered by a local 
man and his metal detector! Inside, it held secrets and clues about the lives of 
the Anglo-Saxons once they had settled in Britain. Heading outside, Year 4 had 
four stations, which each included a tray of sand and some discussion                
questions, and they each took turns to dig for different artefacts. Once they 
had discovered their artefacts, as a group they considered what the artefact 

might be, who might have used it and what it told them 
about Anglo-Saxon life. It was a really fun way to explore 
different artefacts and give Year 4 the opportunity to put on their ôhistorian hatsõ 
and use their inference and prediction skills ð some of their ideas were brilliant! 
The main conclusion that the children came to was that the rich Anglo-Saxon 
people liked to show off their wealth by having heavily adorned pieces of armour 
and jewellery, and even pots and pans made from  silver. Year 4õs investigations 
are still ongoing, so if you ever find yourself needing an Anglo-Saxon expert, you 
know where to goΗ 
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Year 5 has been bustling with activity 
this half term, kicking off with a                       
remarkable religious excursion aimed at 
reinforcing and celebrating our previous 
learning. Our journey took us to a Sikh 
Gurdwara, where we were immersed in 
the living legacy of Guru Nanak and       
Gobind Singh, witnessing first-hand the 
profound impact of their teachings on 
the world today. 

We began our day with a stroll around the perimeter of the Gurdwara, where 
we were introduced to the iconic Sikh flag adorning the exteriorña symbol                  
present at all Gurdwaras. We then stepped into the sacred space of the                            

Gurdwara (making sure we removed our shoes), we were greeted by the tangible manifestations of Sikh 
valuesñhospitality, equality, and community.  

Guided by the spirit of Guru Nanak's teachings on unity and service, we witnessed volunteers selflessly 
devoting themselves to the well-being of others, embodying the principles of Langar, the communal   

kitchen where all are welcome to share a meal regardless of 
background or beliefs. The children had the chance to try a 
small meal, which they thoroughly enjoyed.  During the day, 
we visited the tranquil halls of the Gurdwara, where we                 
reflected on the legacy of Guru Gobind Singh, whose                     
commitment to justice continues to inspire generations. As we 
listened to prayers and observed the rituals of worship, we 
were reminded of the enduring resilience and unwavering faith 
that characterise Sikhism.  
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Hospitality, Equality & Community @ The Gurdwara 

Very exciting news in the allotment! We have started a new system so that 
every class, from Year 1 onwards, takes responsibility for the allotment for 

a week each half term. So far, this has been a huge 
success! The children love being out in the fresh air, 
digging for worms and getting very muddy! 

The children have planted onions, garlic,                       
courgettes, potatoes and courgettes. Year 5 made a 
sweet pea tripod. We are planning to sow cornflower, poppy and nasturtium seeds 
as well as squash, gourds and cucumbers. We are beginning to run out of space! 
All of the produce will be going to the school kitchen ð so the children are growing 
their own lunches! 

Tasty Fresh Nutritious!!! 
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During this term, the children from every year group have been continuing to 
show off their marvellous mathematical skills, embracing new methods and    
strategies as if they are second nature! They have continued to show that they 
can apply this knowledge to real life scenarios and situations, and their problem-
solving abilities shows they will always be able to attempt challenging situations 
in the future ð whether they are Mathematical or not!  

Down in Reception, the children have first been sequencing numbers on a number 
line (up to 20) as part of their learning to make ôteenõ numbers. They then applied 
this knowledge still further to practise making a teen number, using ten frames to 
help them.  

Up in Year 1, we have found the children beginning 
their journey of understanding and recognising equal groups, later finding 
fractions of a half and quarter. However, the fraction knowledge doesnõt stop 
there and Year 2 have also been identifying different fractions (both as    
images and written fractions) before then finding fractions of different 
amounts while enjoying the sunshine!  

Our exceptional fraction knowledge didnõt stop there as Year 3 continued to 
focus on fractions of amounts as well! Using chalk and the playground as 
their board, they completed the sharing method, showing how they divided 
the whole numerator by the denominator. After this, the children of Year 3 

moved onto another important skill, understanding money! 
This vital life skill was extended further in Year 4 where the 
children had to not only find the correct amount of money, 
but show it in different representations, really thinking about 
how they applied their knowledge.  

Further up the school in Year 5, the children have been  
brushing up on their shape knowledge. Not only have they 
been drawing, measuring and estimating angles, but also  

looking at regular and irregular polygons where the children had to 
guess the shape their partner was thinking of based on the        
information they had provided. Elsewhere in upper KS2, Year 6 
have been incredibly busy revising all of the fantastic facts and   
superb strategies they knew ahead of their KS2 SATs.  Getting   
outside, they answered reasoning questions before getting to take a 
shot with the basketball (Mr Rick would be proud!) or practised 
their coordinate knowledge by playing battleships.  

It is safe to say, that the Mathematical learning at Grove Park 
seems to never stop and the children astound us at every turn with 
their active attitude and approach to the subject - roll on Summer 
2! 

Mathematical Marvels 
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Our newsletter is full of literally the most amazing articles: tremendous trips, wonderful workshops,                
super science, marvellous maths and respectful Religious Education. Whilst an article about school                
attendance may not seem as exciting or inspirational to read ð being in school as often as possible is 
vital for children to achieve their best outcomes academically, socially, developmentally and emotionally 
and also means that our Grove Parkers have the chance to take part in all of the wonderful lessons,         
experiences and activities that are on offer every day! We want your children to be part of everything 
on offer and we love seeing them every day! In our Spring Term newsletter, we shared that                          
approximately 50 children  across the school had attendance below 90% - the Department for                  
Education describes this % as being a ôpersistent absenteeõ. https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-
absence  

To all the parents and carers for supporting their children to have excellent attendance and punctuality 
ð a huge thank you! The number of children who have attendance below 90% is now less than 
30! A fabulous improvement! 

We know that there are unavoidable reasons why children may be absent and if children are too unwell 
for school, they should indeed be resting and recovering. Parents know their children best, but if you are 
ever unsure whether your child should be at school, please contact Miss Deborah or Miss Rawlings. This 
NHS website is also really helpful: 

NHS - Is my child well enough for school?.  

Miss Davies will soon be sending letters to parents of children who have attendance that is starting to 
cause some concern and the Local Authority is also going to be setting targets for some families who 
have had attendance below 90% for much of the year. Some parents have said that these letters can 
be the cause of worry. Whilst we have to send these letters in line with Hounslowõs Schools Attendance 
Support Service, please know that the most important thing to us is working together to improve                
childrenõs attendance if it is a cause for concern. Parents and school all want the best for our Grove 
Parkers and there are lots of support services available if you are finding it hard to get your child into 
school or to bring them to school on time. Family life can be busy and stressful, so please contact us if 
the mornings are tricky ð when children arrive late they can feel very anxious and embarrassed about 
walking into the classroom when the day has already started ð we want to avoid this. Please also                    
remember that if your child arrives after 9:30am this counts as an absence mark in the register.   

Not missing days of school really helps children to feel connected with their friends; when children are 
absent it can be hard for them to catch up on missed learning and know what games their friends are 
playing ð this can all affect how they feel about the day ahead. 

We still want to reduce the number of holidays during term-time. Most of 
our families have relatives who live abroad and the cost of 
flights/accommodation increases during the school holidays. These are 
very frustrating facts of life and we really do empathise ð but the                     
guidelines are very strict and Miss Davies can only authorise term time 
leave in very exceptional circumstances. It is really difficult for children 
not to talk about forthcoming holidays in school so we are really grateful 
to families for being open and honest about where children are when they 
are absent ð thank you for completing the Term Time Leave forms.             
Knowing all children are safe and well is always our priority.  

Our overall school attendance is currently 95.2% - this is a brilliant figure 
ð but as we are always aspirational for our children and school we now 
want to ensure we move up to 96% or 97% in the Summer Term. This is (hopefully) going to be made 
easier by the warmer days and more sunshine and Vitamin D!  

Attendance Matters! 

https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/#:~:text=If%20your%20child%20has%20mild,they%20can%20go%20to%20school
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/schools_and_colleges/1544/school_attendance_and_absence
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/schools_and_colleges/1544/school_attendance_and_absence
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This term, we started our new History topic all about the Ancient       
Egyptians! We learnt about the importance of the River Nile, and the 
many ways it was used for daily life in Ancient Egypt, such as farming, 
washing clothes, growing crops, and transport. We then had a go at 
drawing our own River Nile, and labelling its uses with hieroglyphs! This 
was great fun and we really enjoyed drawing the different symbols. In our 
next lesson, we explored how the people of  Ancient Egypt were preserved 
once they died. The Egyptians believed that after they were buried, their 
soul would return and together with the body would live forever in the 
afterlife. To preserve and mummify the body it could take up to 70 days!  

We had our own go at completing the mummification process on a                            
tomato! We first sliced open the body, removed the                
organs (tomato seeds), dried out the body (tomato                
juices) and then wrapped the body (tomato) in linen with 
amulets to protect them in the afterlife. When this                
process had been completed, Ancient Egyptians were 
then put their coffin and buried in their tomb or                  
pyramid. We had a wonderful time and thoroughly             
enjoyed creatively delving into the lifestyle of Ancient 
Egypt. 

Superworm In Nursery 

The Nursery children settled in well after the Easter Break and have enjoyed their 
new topic about ôMinibeastsõ. In class we read lots of stories about different 
minibeasts, and their favourites were ôThe Very Hungry Caterpillarõ and 
ôSuperwormõ. They especially enjoyed learning about the life cycle of a butterfly 
and exploring all the lovely rhyming words within the ôSuperwormõ story. At the 
art table they produced some beautiful pieces of work, helping to support their 
fine motor skills.  

Recently the children went on a visit to our Wildlife Area to investigate and to 
spot for signs of minibeasts, where they found plenty of snails!  

As the weather is getting warmer the children are enjoying spending longer periods of time in the     
outdoor area. They have enjoyed sharing the resources, exploring the environment, 
riding the bicycles and making obstacle courses. 

This half term the children began their weekly Relationships and Health Education  
lessons, discussing how to develop skills to form friendships, how to be a good friend 
and how to resolve conflicts.  

The children have begun having daily Phonics lessons, where they have been very   
engaged and are learning the letters and sounds from Phase Two, and the tricky 
words too. They are making great progress in this area of their learning. 

Ancient Egypt  



Reception 

Making the most of their outdoor area, and the glorious sunshine, Reception 
have been exploring their mark-making skills in Art. Using paints, chalks and 

an easel, the children experimented with different 
brushes and brush strokes, resulting in some      
excellent pieces of abstract art.  

Year 1 

The marvellous Mathematicians in Year 1 have 
started their fractions learning. They were tasked 
with drawing different shapes with chalk and  
shading in one quarter; Mrs K and Miss Pickering 
were very impressed with Year 1õs fraction skills. 

Year 2  

Year 2 have been showing their brilliant 
drama skills in their English learning, creating freeze frames from their 
current text ôThe Twitsõ. They were tasked with using facial expressions 
to help their freeze frame come to life. 

Year 3 

Grabbing the chance to enjoy the sunshine, 
Year 3 took their learning about Roman 
Numerals outside, creating giant clocks 
using chalk. An interactive task that                  
allowed them to put into context the                   
relationship between Roman Numerals and 
telling the time. 

Year 4  

The spectacular Scientists in Year 4 have 
been classifying vertebrates and invertebrates. 
Creating a Venn diagram on, they had to 
sort different species into the two categories, 

and also had the chance to make some classifications of their own. This 
task proved slightly trickier than expected thanks to the wind, so sticks 
and rocks needed to be foraged to keep paper in place! 

Year 5 & Year 6 

Year 5 have been combining their Art and Enquiry skills whilst learning 
about the Benin Kingdom. Looking at a range of pieces of Benin artwork, 
the children have to create some observational sketches and compare the  
different pieces of art, considering what each piece could tell us about the 
time in History. There has been even more super science in Year 6! In  
between their hard work preparing for SATs, the children have been  
making a human circulatory system, which really helped them to visualise 
the different parts of the heart and how the blood flows around. 

The Outdoor Fun Continues! 



 

 

 

What an incredibly busy time our amazing School Council have had this half term! 

After our ɤrst welcome meeting for the new team, we had a chance to discuss Mental 
Health Week and ɤnd out what well during this valuable week and whether we had any 
recommendations for next year. Wow! You had so much positive feedback and all the clas-
ses certainly found the week enjoyable and so useful. From the Guardian Angels to the 
Dress to Express Parade, from the art work to the stories we shared. For next year we 
wondered whether we could include yoga time and therapy dogs! Mrs McGregor and her 
team, who spend so long organising this special week in school, will be thrilled to hear the     
feedback and suggestions.  

At our next meeting the School Council team were delighted to welcome two VIP visitors Ȱ 
Miss Davis and Miss Heard, who are 
Grove Park Schoolȴs wonderful joint 
History Coordinators. They were 
keen to ɤnd out how much the 
classes have enjoyed the new His-
tory topics. We discovered that all 
the year groups are loving the new 
curriculum. We heard lots about 
the work we are doing on the 
1950s, the    Victorians, the Tudors, 
Greek Gods, the Romans, the Stone 
Age, the Great Fire of London, 
transport and our very own area of 

Chiswick! The children have thoroughly enjoyed the trips linked to the topics, the topic art 
work, the research on computers and even the Stone Age raps! The children are obviously 
keen to build on this work and explore even more areas with even more acting, art and 
visitors. Miss Davis and Miss Heard were thrilled to receive all this positive feedback. 

We always like to give the children the opportunity to raise their own issues and topics so 
our third   meeting of the term was a chance to hear from the classes on any of their own 
particular issues. We had a fantastic discussion with the School 
Council team listening to each other so carefully and respectfully Ȱ 
they are very impressive! As a result of this meeting, we will now be 
collecting ideas on lunchtime and the lunchtime environment ready 
for our next meeting. We have already heard some interesting ideas   
being raised, including adding some piano playing to the ambience of 
The Hub during lunch! We looking forward to sharing all the ideas 
raised in the next newsletter.  

At this point in the term, particular thanks must go to Talya, our 
School Council Secretary, who has done an amazing job so far taking 
the neatest and most detailed minutes of the meetings ready for 
feedback to the rest of the school. Thank you, Talya! 

Mrs Hiscocks, School Council Coordinator                        

Forest School 

This half term, Year 1 Beech have been having their first experience of Forest 
School ð and it has been a muddy one! Showing their tremendous teamwork 
skills, Beech class worked in groups to create a delicious mud pie meal for an                

animal of their choice - from giraffes to ants. Some groups 
even wanted to invite all animals to their special woodland 
dinner party. Carefully considered ingredients were chosen, 
including dandelions, sticks and a grass garnish to complete 
their tasty dishes. As the session came to an end, the class 
enjoyed a cup of tasty hot chocolate, whilst enjoying the                
feeling of sunshine as it shone down through the trees. We wonder if any animals 
had the opportunity to sample Beechõs delectable dishes?  

Pupil Voice 
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This term, Year 6 have eagerly immersed themselves in their new History topic -   
becoming enthusiastic historians. Through immersive lessons and engaging activities, 
they've ventured back in time to discover how Chiswick, and wider London, has 
changed from the 1950s to present day! 

We kicked off the new topic with an investigation into how architecture and home 
appliances have evolved from the 1950s. Using primary and secondary sources,                  
pupils compared the similarities and differences between our homes today and in 
the past. They even had a go at predicting what some future appliances might look 
like (letõs hope the TV that does your homework doesnõt get invented!) 

We continued our journey through time by exploring how migration has impacted 
our local area. The children learnt about the pioneering Windrush generation -  
studying the lives of Baroness Floella Benjamin and poet, James Berry. Inspired by some Windrush    
stories, Year 6 had a go at writing their own poems, which they canõt wait to share in our Windrush Day 
Assembly! 

Excitingly, we have been able to also do plenty of hands-on learning, which has helped bring history to 
life within the classroom. They rolled up their sleeves and stepped into the shoes of chefs as they cooked 
up a storm with 1980s-inspired recipes! Alongside this, Year 6 also explored how medicine and our 

health service has changed over time. In awe of the hard-work our National 
Health Service carries out on a daily basis, the children wrote thank you cards 
ready to be sent off to local hospitals. 

Our topic finished with a look at how fashion and music has changed since the 
1950s. The childrenõs interest was piqued by the appearance of a record player 
in the classroom and they have worked hard to recognise how many trends are 
now back in fashion, including flares (!) Demonstrating their newly-learnt 
knowledge, the children produced timelines, focusing on either fashion or musicé 
all whilst listening to a specially curated playlist that took them through the   
decades. 

Seeds @ The Chelsea Physic Gardens 

This term, Year 3 Aspen went on their trip to the Chelsea Physic Gardens! After 
catching the tube and a long walk, we arrived ready for our seed dispersal         
workshop. We looked at different types of seeds, including the biggest seed in the 
world (a palm tree seed) and a seed bean, which floats in water. We also loved   
having a go at dispersing our own ôseedsõ on the table using straws, just like the 

wind would disperse seeds outside. After this, we explored 
the gardens, learning about different types of plants and 
hunting for seeds that might have been dispersed. We even 
got to experience what it would be like in the rainforest by 
visiting the greenhouse! To finish our visit, we planted our 
own seed to take home and grow. We loved getting to   
explore the gardens and see what we have been learning 
about in Science happening in the real world!   

Historical Journeys With Year 6 


