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A New ‘Normal’
The first half term has been an interesting mix of returning to ‘normal’. As we lost our bubbles and
face masks, we embraced a new ‘normal’ including virtual meetings, ventilation and enjoying the
outdoors. September is a really special time in the school as we welcome our new families, not only in
Nursery and Reception, but throughout the school. It has been difficult over recent years (with Covid19 leading all decision making) to establish relationships with staff, children, parents & governors,
due to the never ending restrictions. This has been particularly hard for us as a school, as we
acknowledge that the reason why GP is so special is because of the people… the community, the
bonds that we have! We would like to say a huge thank you to the PTA for organising the Welcome
Evenings over the last fortnight which has allowed us to finally meet so many of
our families in person (and in turn, they finally had a tour of the school!) We look
forward to continuing to build on these relationships with you over your time with
us at GP. As we mention the PTA, we would like to say a huge welcome and
thank you to Rich Grant - the new PTA Chair - for organising these evenings.
Feedback was that they were sociable AND informative! As we know too well - in
order to say welcome it often means saying a corresponding goodbye. We would
like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you and goodbye to Hulya, the
exiting PTA Chair. Thank you for your passion and enthusiasm! Thank you for
your time and dedication! We will miss working with you so closely but enjoy seeing you regularly
around school. Another goodbye is to Prof. Neil Taylor, who has stepped down as Chair of
Governors, although is staying with us as a Co-opted governor until his term of office ends in the
Spring Term. We would like to thank Neil for all his support over the last 4 years. Neil has been by
our side through many changes at GP, the recruitment of a new headteacher (what a great choice he
made!) and Covid-19, which has been one of the most challenging periods we have experienced as a
school. Neil, we thank you for all the time that you have invested in GP; we have reaped the benefits
of your calm, collected, reassuring approach.

We may have mentioned before but at every School Council meeting there is a reoccurring theme.
What animal the children can have as a Grove Park pet. After being told that it is not possible to
house a pig, chicken, dog, fish or rabbit on the school grounds the children have now suggested a
tortoise?!? Can you and your children identify which pet matches each of our new members of staff?

Miss Jakki
TA Y1 Beech

Miss Heard
Teacher Y2 Cedar

These are my
This is Humphrey. rabbits
Rocket &
He refuses to sleep
Chad - their ears
anywhere except can rotate up to 180
on my pillow next
degrees & when
to me and he
they get excited
steals pet toys
they jump around
from my neighwhich is called
bours houses :-(
doing a “binky” or
“popcorning”

Miss Skinner
Teacher Y2 Maple

Miss Mead
Teacher Y4 Birch

This is Raffy he is a
Cairn Terrier. The
breed originated in
the Scottish
highlands and they
are named after a
stack of stones, a
‘cairn.’

Cookie is my sons
Syrian hamster!
They are nocturnal,
being most active
during the night &
can carry their own
bodyweight in food
in their cheek
pouches.

Miss Davey
TA Y6 Elder

My African Grey
Parrot is called
Kooks he whistles
tunes and he can
say “Good
morning “
“What’s up” and
“Hows you!”

UPCOMING EVENTS
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday 31st October: Deadline for Y6 Secondary School Applications
Thursday 4th November: Individual & Sibling Photos
W/B 15th November: Parent Teacher Meetings
Friday 19th November: INSET day - School Closed
Friday 3rd December: Parents’ Forum 9:00am
G RO VE P A RK P R IM A RY

~ IN SP I R ING E AC H O T H E R ~

Drumming To The African Beat!
As you walk through our school every day, there is always a rainbow of sound coming from every
direction: the happy shrieks of children playing; the buzz of learning;
the ringing of the bell at 5 to 9; the cheers from PE lessons; the dulcet
tones of Miss Rodrigues trying her best to sing and of course Miss
Deborah’s cheery chuckle!
But, this half-term, there was a new sound…a loud sound, a rhythmic
sound, a positive sound, a strong sound…it was the distinctive beat of
the djembe drums! For two days this October, we welcomed Steven
and Abubukar from ‘Bantu Arts’ (London African Drumming Group)
to Grove Park and we didn’t want them to leave! Steven and Abubakar led two assemblies in which
the children learnt about East and West African languages, culture, song and musical instruments – we
were enthralled and invigorated (so much so that some teachers were asked to come and dance at the front).
After the assemblies every class had a drumming and dancing workshop with our guests – Miss
Rodrigues and the Office Team had a steady beat to work to all day! Before Steven and
Abubakar left they told Miss Davies how utterly impressed they were with the enthusiasm,
rhythm and skill of the children at Grove Park – Mr
Nind should be very proud! Our new friends also
treated the parents to a performance outside school –
Miss Vanita was their backing dancer! All of this
musical joy was part of our celebration of this year’s
Black History Month.
Black History Month is a wonderful opportunity for
schools, organisations and communities to be part of
national events to honour the accomplishments of
people of African and Caribbean heritage in every
area of endeavour throughout history. This year's
Black History Month theme was 'Proud to be'. At Grove Park this year, our Black History
Month celebrations were centred around music and poetry.
During National Poetry Day on Thursday 7th October, the
children listened to, studied and performed a range of works written by a diverse range of poets. We
were particularly inspired by ‘Poems Aloud’ by Joseph Coehlo. The rhythm of the poetry continued
when all of the children took part in the demonstrations and workshops led by Steven and Abubakar,
and the beat of the djembes will be echoing round school for many weeks to come! The music, history
and influence of Motown
also formed part of many of
the children’s lessons and
assemblies!
Over the past three years
we have seen the power of making Black History Month
an integral part of different curriculum areas – most
recently through Art, English, Music and Dance. This has
inspired us to think more widely about the diversity of
our curriculum and this is going to be something we will
be working on over the coming months and years. Our community is so wonderfully diverse and we
want our Grove Park curriculum to reflect that even more richly!
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What A Great Team
A huge welcome to our new team of School Councillors! How lovely it is to be meeting all together
again in The Hub and with our shiny new badges.
We had our first meeting of the new school year at the beginning of September. The newly elected
School Councillors joined Miss Davies and Mrs Hiscocks in The Hub and, as ever, were so good at
listening and speaking to each other with
respect and maturity. We were so impressed.
So far this term we have focused on hearing
about the experience of returning to school
without ‘Bubbles’ and being together around
school and in the playground. We have seen
that lunchtimes and playtimes are busier and
we need to keep spending time washing our hands and hand-sanitising. We also
need to make sure we respect our school equipment and the spaces around the
school, including the toilets!
In September we had our first visitors of the year – Mandy and Mr Hardman!
They told us all about the Quiet Area they have been planning for the
playground and shared their inspirational ‘mood board’, showing us their own
ideas.
The classes contributed by explaining what they would like to see in this
space and how they expected children to behave there. We shared ideas
about flowers and herbs, drawing and reading, tents and pillows and
music and wind chimes –all to keep us happy and relaxed out in the
playground. We also shared our very creative names from The Zen Zone
and Calm Centre to The Floral Garden and Garden of Peace. There are
now lots of ideas for the staff to think about as we make a plan for this
space. Thank you so much for the visit, Mandy and Mr Hardman and
thank you to the PTA for funding its development.
This week we heard from all classes about their own new issues. We like
to make sure we do this at least once a term. Miss Davies and Mrs
Hiscocks were so impressed with how thoughtfully and thoroughly the
classes had discussed these new issues. We heard about ideas for a
quieter lunchtime once a week – Whisper Wednesdays! – and expanding our lunchtime food options. We discussed having a school
pet, but this time a tortoise, slowing us down and encouraging us all to take our time! We talked about how much we are enjoying
our assemblies and school trips and hope to do lots more in the New Year. We also thought about how we could use our
playground with different sports, referees and making lots of use of our wonderful Wild Area. The classes also offered their services
as litter pickers! Huge thanks came from the children for all the lovely equipment we use in classes – a particular thank you to Jo
Milburn for organising this mammoth task each year.
What a great start to our School Council year and to our first School Council Team for 2021-2022. A particular thank you to
Rachel in Year 6 Oak for all her efficient note taking – you are a huge help to Mrs Hiscocks!
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We have only been at school a short time but we have had
many visits from the new Chair of Governors Karen Jorgensen.
Karen often visited pre Covid to read with your lovely children
and now, in her role as Chair, continues to visit but in a very
different capacity. With her wealth of experience, we look
forward to working with her closely this year. Our new Parent
Governors, Charlotte and Virginie, have also been to visit and
are due to attend their first meetings next month. You can learn
more about them on our website.
The Governors are currently seeking to appoint a Co-Opted Governor to fill an upcoming vacancy in the Spring Term - to learn
more about the role, please visit: https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Governors/Who-we-are-1/

The Wonder Dome
Being in Year 5 means moving to the classrooms upstairs (not quite as high up as the solar system) and the staff are immensely
proud of the way the children have transitioned into Upper Key Stage Two with their trademark enthusiasm, positivity and
maturity. Learning about Space in Science lessons has certainly been a
blast! Year 5’s learning mission started with a visit from the Wonder
Dome which they thoroughly enjoyed. During the visit, the children found
out a plethora of new and exciting information about the planets, our solar
system and the cosmos! Staring up at the night sky and seeing the planets
was a wonderful experience and definitely inspired the children throughout
the rest of the topic! The fun continued as Year 5 began to learn about the
relative sizes of the planets. The staff were very creative (and healthy) and
helped the children to picture each planet using a fruit or vegetable: Jupiter
was shown with a watermelon, whereas Mars and Earth were cherry
tomatoes. What amazing space scientists Year 5 have been! This topic has
also been even more meaningful and exciting for the children as they have
been reading ‘Comsic’ in English too - culminating in the most
brilliant display with shooting stars and moon-shaped fairy lights (only at
Grove Park) at the top of the Key Stage 2 stairs!

Do-re-mi-fa-so-la-ti-do
Music lessons have started again at Grove Park. We have such a diverse group of musicians, some at
the beginning of their journey and some who are taking exams. It is so lovely to see them back in
action.
On Thursdays, Travis is teaching the drummers in the Music Room.
Sing Academy have begun their lessons on a Friday with a range of musical talent
including Pianists and Singers.
Our pitch perfect Choirs are also back on a Monday and Wednesday, led by Mr Nind.
You wouldn't believe that they only started practising a couple of weeks ago! We
can’t wait to showcase all the amazing talent that is being nurtured across the school.

Battling On
Year 5 have loved learning about the Tudor era this term! The War of the
Roses is a period that the children are always intrigued by and, as ever, the
staff at Grove Park have thought of creative ways to help our older children
remember this exciting part of history. One significant event Year 5 learnt
about this half-term was the Battle of Bosworth. The children found out that
there were two rival families who were vying for the crown: The House of York
and The House of Lancaster! To help understand the Battle of Bosworth a little
better, the suspense, intrigue and drama was taken to the playground where
the children were divided into the different families based on House Teams (like
the Tudor Houses themselves!). Working together, the children represented the
key events in freeze frames – look how fierce they are!
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Outdoors Is Better Than Indoors
This year, the children are beginning to take more of their learning
outside the classroom. The children have really loved having
different lessons in the fresh air this Autumn and have found it
fascinating and engaging to be amongst nature, especially as the
seasons have changed!
Here is a flavour of what
each year group has been
up to:
Reception had a brilliant
time observing and
describing different leaves.
Then, they made beautiful
le af cr ow ns d ur ing a
Forest School session.
Year 1 took their science
lesson outdoors and used chalk to draw a body and label
all the different body parts.
Year 2 made part-part-whole models with chalk, and
represented the different numbers with natural materials.
Year 3 made place value charts for 3-digit numbers, and
represented the value of each digit using natural materials.
Year 4 learnt about bats in science and discovered that
they use a special sonar system called echolocation,
meaning they find things using echoes. They played a bat
and moth game outside to test this out.
Year 5 took their History lesson outside and incorporated
drama by making freeze frames for
the Battle of Bosworth.
Y e ar 6 e xplor ed e le ct r ical
conductors and insulators and built
a circuit, which included a switch.
They searched for different objects
around the playground, and if the
bulb lit up, their object was an
electrical conductor!

As you can see, we are really
loving learning outside and can’t
wait to see what other fun things
we do as the year goes on.
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Poetry In Motion!
We have kicked off Autumn 1 with a bang,
celebrating National Poetry Day! The children
loved their visit from Francesca Beard, who
shared how she become a poet, the different
forms of poetry and even some of her own
work. This visit was particularly special as
Francesca encouraged the children to share
their own contributions to create a
collaborative poem! Did you know that
poetry can be almost anything! Back in class,
the children explored poets of different
cultural backgrounds and wrote poems
exploring the theme of diversity. Year 2
created beautiful poems all about Grove Park Primary! They got outdoors to use their senses and
write descriptions of our outdoor areas (Miss Taylor must be very proud!) The children across the
school were so inspired that over 100 entered a poetry competition! Well done to all the children
who contributed ! It was such a treat for Miss Flynn to read the lovely words and creative
ideas of our Grove Park poets!
Early Years and Key Stage 1 have dived straight into their phonics lessons this term with their
special friend ‘Fred the Frog’ who is super at ‘blending’. Reception are very excited to be
learning letter sounds and are even beginning to read short words! The Reception children have
been working very hard to
learn and practise writing their
names.
In Key Stage 2, each class has
begun reading their English
text. Year 3 are enjoying ‘Ice
Palace’ and hot seating to
understand the characters;
Year 4 are reading ‘Street
Child’ and are exploring
balanced
arguments
and
debating! Year 5 have rocketed
into ‘Cosmic’ and have been
getting creative by dressing up
and
‘interviewing’
the
characters in the story. Our Grove Parkers have been so busy
producing amazing English work in all classes! We can’t wait to see what they produce in Autumn 2 and we are also excited to
share it with you (a rhyming couplet right there!).

Feeling Homely
Year One have had a brilliant start to the new academic year! It has been so wonderful welcoming the children back to school.
They have settled into the new school routines fantastically
and are enjoying their first term in their new classes with their
new teachers and TAs. As part of their topic lessons, both
Holly and Beech have been looking at different types of homes
and houses in London. They have learnt about what a terrace
house is, how to identify a semi-detached house and the main
features of a bungalow! Maybe we have some future estate
agents in the making! After building on their knowledge of
houses, the children planned, designed and made their own by
thinking about the kinds of materials they could use. Carefully
applying their cutting, sticking and DT skills, all of Year 1
’built’ some beautiful houses full of bright colours and
patterns. The Year 1 teachers are incredibly proud of our creative and artistic children in Holly and Beech!
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Life After Grove Park
Each ye ar we publish the
destinations of our Year 6 Leavers.
This year’s and previous years’
data can be found on our website.
As you can see, in 2021 the
majority of our children moved on
to join Chiswick School. We love
visits from old Grove Parkers and
many of them have come to see us
already. It is amazing how mature
they look in their new school
uniforms. We wish them all the
best for the future and can’t wait
to hear about all their exciting
adventures in secondary school
and beyond.

Learning... Learning Everywhere
This September we welcomed to Grove
Park our wonderful Nursery and
Reception children. After a long Summer
holidays, our youngest Grove Parkers
put on their fresh new school uniform
and stepped into their shiny new shoes
ready to take their first step on their big
learning journey. Photos were taken on
doorsteps before leaving to go to school
- a treasure to look at in years to come.
Kisses and cuddles were placed onto
cheeks with well-wishes given from
parents apprehensive of what the first
day of school would bring. Some tears
were shed, mostly by parents as their little ones waved goodbye and ventured into their
classroom for their first day of school.
Eager to play, eager to have fun and eager to learn- the children have blown us away with how well they have settled. Starting
school is such a fun and exciting time and the Early Years staff have loved getting to know each and every child.
‘All About Me’ has been the theme this half term, an opportunity for the children to express who they are and find out about those
around them. They learnt about the daily routines that they now know so well and how to make good choices to help them learn.
Practising their social skills, developing counting skills, using communication skills and exploring the indoor and outdoor
environments are to name just a few of the things that the children are already experiencing. Now they feel settled and are looking
forward to the exciting learning that will take place this year.
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Displays For All To See!
It’s that time of year when it’s out
with the old and in with the new for
our class displays. As ever, we take
such pride in celebrating all of the
amazing work that our students
produce - both in and out of the
classroom! And what a selection we
have this year, from outdoor learning
and space, to beautiful floral artwork
and Roman numerals through history.

Year 5 have been studying the book ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell-Boyce and have written
excellent descriptive pieces that are truly out of this world!
At Grove Park, we relish using
outdoor learning to enrich and enhance our learning. Year 3’s display
shows just how much they loved their outdoor maths lessons on place value, using natural objects to represent the numbers in each column.
Look at the incredible houses and homes Year 1 have produced in their
t opic le s s ons ! A f t e r
learning about what
different types of houses
look like, the children
were inspired to create their own street. We would all certainly want to live in
such a bright and vibrant place!
Year 1 have also been learning all about Elmer and have written some fantastic
pieces of writing inspired by this colourful
creature. We’re all so impressed with how
beautifully written the pieces are and certainly look forward to seeing more great writing from
such a talented group of children!

Displays at Grove Park are not just on the walls! You may have seen a beautiful pumpkin on
show in pride of place at the School Office. This spectacular specimen was lovingly grown by
the children who help Mrs Walter on our allotment! It’s ’spooktacular’!

All Weather Fun
Nursery and Reception love to be outdoors - in all weathers! Running, climbing,
jumping, crawling, chasing and hopping around with their friends. The Early
Years staff have been working hard to set up inviting and interesting learning
areas in the outdoor spaces.
Whether you fancy using chalk to practise writing your name on the ground,
sitting down in the reading shed with a comfy cushion and a book to look at,
digging in the mud kitchen to make a mud pie or building a racing car with the
building blocks, then our outdoor areas are the place for you!
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How Much Fun Can You Have With A Potato?
Year 6 Oak have loved their start to the Autumn Term, which has been jam-packed full of
learning and fun. In particular, they have fully embraced Grove Park’s ‘Outdoor Learning’ ethos
in their science lessons, where they tested their circuit-making abilities in order to see which
materials make efficient conductors.
It was a great opportunity for the children to apply their problem-solving skills in order to find a
working solution for their circuits. They even tested vegetables – shocking stuff! Oak Class can’t
wait to build on their learning from this really fun outdoor lesson when they construct their very
own working Morse-code machine.

Technology Is All Around Us!
A huge thank you to all parents for agreeing to fund Purple Mash. Using the money
donated through the PTA we have purchased this much desired software! Following our
shared experience of the last two years, we can all agree that the teaching of
computational and digital literacy skills has never had more significance to the lives of
our pupils.
In the modern world within which we live, it can been argued that having the ability to
understand, interact and manipulate technology now can be viewed as one of the basic
human needs. Therefore, at Grove Park we strongly believe that educating our pupils to
be able to apply a wide range of computational and digital skills is essential, and we
take great pride in giving our pupils opportunities to harness and unleash their creative
potential within the subject of Computing.
It is because of this strong-held belief in providing high-quality

opportunities for developing pupils’ computational skills that, with
the wonderful help of our PTA, we have invested in a platform
called Purple Mash.
Through this platform, our children will have a safe, engaging and
purpose-built space to explore and develop these vital technological
skills in a fun and creative way.
What is really exceptional about the platform is that it will be
freely available for Grove Park pupils to use at home, on any
device. This means we can provide unlimited opportunities for the
children to exploring coding, game design and to apply their digital
literacy skills in a creative way in order to enhance their
computational thinking.
The platform will also be used to enhance Computing lessons in
school, providing an even greater emphasis to the fact that learning
continues at home, as well as in the classroom.
We hope that this new investment will facilitate Grove Park pupils
to gain a deep and rich experience of using technology, and serve
as the foundation upon which they then go on the thrive in their
technological future.
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Darning Our Days Away!
Year 6 Elder have had a wonderful start to the Autumn Term. They have immersed
themselves into their World War Two topic, inspired by the book ‘Letters from the
Lighthouse’ by Emma Carroll.

Getting into the 1940’s ‘Mend and Make Do’ spirit, Elder class decided they would like
to try and darn their own socks using a needle and thread.
After getting over
the initial smell of
Mr Holmes Reed’s
old socks (although
he promised they
were
cleaned
beforehand), the class loved
learning about why it was
important and necessary to
take care of things during the
war. Building on their sewing
skills from the Year 5 textiles
unit, the pupils quickly mastered the darning process,
creating socks fit to be worn
by royalty (or for Mr Holmes
Reed).

Romans, Reading & Resilience
Year 3 have been learning all about the Romans,
and are thoroughly enjoying their new topic! It
all began with the myth of Romulus and Remus a story of twin brothers and the events which
people believe led to the founding of Rome! How
amazing is that! Immersing themselves in this
exciting story, the children stepped into
character, to re-enact the events and share their
performances with their class. We love seeing the
children have fun across the curriculum and
outside on the ’L’ (we are still so grateful for the
re-development of this space).
After the founding of Rome, Year 3 moved on to
learning all about Celtic Queen Boudicca - a fierce warrior of the Iceni Tribe, who led her army against
the Romans to defend her land. Based on the very little historical information we have of Boudicca, the children created their own
‘Wanted’ posters for the arrest of Boudicca. Does anyone know if she has been found? The Year 3 staff and parents are now busy
baking and making preparations for a Roman Feast to end this topic before embarking on the task of building a Roman shield and
taking part in a Roman Battle next term!
Not content with their brilliant History work, Year 3 have been enjoying their first class text, Ice
Palace by Robert Swindells. They took part in a soundscape activity, going on a journey through
an icy kingdom on the ‘L’ to activate the five senses. This immersive
experience was used to inspire the children’s setting description
writing. They then focused on the villain of the story, Starjik. As
there are limited pictures of Starjik in the text, the children learnt
about similes and created their own to create a picture of what they
thought Starjik might look like. Year 3 really have become super
detectives searching for clues to find out about Boudicca and Starjik!
What a fantastic start to the year! The staff are so proud of how
beautifully the children have settled into Lower Key Stage 2. Showing
determination, enthusiasm, and resilience in everything they do! If
this is the first half-term, what on earth will the rest of the year
bring??
VO L U M E 3 , IS SU E 1
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Harvest Love!
Harvest always seems to come around so quickly after the
Summer Holidays and remains a really important part of our
Grove Park year. The leaves turn brown and the days get a
bit shorter – as the seasons change, we think about how we
can change the lives of others. In class it is really inspiring to
see the children reflecting on the power of sharing with one
another through their RE Day activities – there are even some
delicious Harvest feasts that take place – the muffins and
bread in Year 3 looked particularly yummy!
Writing about Harvest in our Autumn 1 newsletter is so special, as our wonderful Grove Park community never cease to amaze us
with their generosity of spirit and kindness towards others who may be in need.
For the past couple of years our Harvest donations have all been sent to the Hounslow
Community FoodBox – this food bank facility has made a huge difference to many members of
our school and local community who need emergency support, food and advice. The impact of
this project is clearly huge and so we decided to show them our support again this year. The
families who use the FoodBox are all going through a tough time for various reasons; your
donations help to make life a bit easier for many
residents in Hounslow.
Every pack of nappies, baby wipes or pasta, every jar of
coffee, jam or marmite will go to a family in crisis. It
was incredibly humbling to see all of the donations outside school on Friday 8th October. These were all driven
to the FoodBox by Jo Lovatt – our amazing Parent Support Adviser. Thank you Jo Lo!
As the Grove Park kindness has always been so abundant at Harvest, this year we decided
to support the work of two organisations. In addition to the FoodBox, your donations were
also shared with a group called The Upper Room. This a charity in Shepherd’s Bush who
provide a variety of support, tools and skills to people who are vulnerable and homeless. We
welcomed Mike Halson to come in and speak to the children in assemblies – Mike was truly
inspiring and told us all about the amazing people
The Upper Room helps – each with their own
unique and humbling story and journey through
life. It was also very uplifting to hear about the
generous donations that companies like Nandos, Pret a Manger and Co-op make to The
Upper Room.
This year many of you made a financial donation on-line and the FoodBox and The Upper
Room have also sent their heartfelt thanks for this contribution to their work, which is
entirely carried out by volunteers.
Once again our TREE values were lived out by our wonderful Grove Park family – thank
you!

ELMER!!!
After their first few weeks of Free Flow, The Year 1 children have now settled into Key Stage One
life seamlessly. They are thriving in their more structured approach to learning, and as a result,
have produced some fabulous pieces of work that are displayed all around their classroom and
corridors. We are all very proud of them. During their English lessons, the children begun their
Autumn Term by looking at the book ‘Elmer’ by David McKee. The
children had to retell and act out the story, making sure they really
got into character when being elephants! The children then used their
describing words to write descriptions of Elmer. Can you believe some
of the words that children came up with: rainbow, funny, kind, grey,
big and patchwork. Every single child wrote beautiful sentences
remembering to use their finger spaces, capital letters and full stops.
That is a lot of things to remember when you are in Year 1! We cannot wait to see and read what
they produce next! Elmer would be very proud!
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Victorians in Grove Park
On Wednesday the 29th of September, Year 4 took part in their first
school trip since Year 2! As a part of their Victorians topic, Year 4
travelled to Gunnersbury Park Museum to experience what life was like
during the Victorian era. Passers-by were very intrigued by the children’s
attire! Once at the museum, Year 4 participated in two workshops, one
involving a role-play where the students were transported back to a
Victorian school. The other workshop provided the students with an
insight into the various working roles that men, women and children had
in Victorian times. The trip to Gunnersbury Park Museum was a huge
success and one that the children continue to reflect back on in class to
gain empathy and insight into life in this period .
In the first full week of Year 4, the students engaged in a series of Art
lessons that explored various pieces of botanical artwork by Marianne
North. Marianne North was a famous English botanical artist and
biologist, who is most well-known for her extensive foreign
travels, plant discoveries, paintings, her writings and the
creation of her gallery at the Royal Botanic Gardens in
Kew. Marianne’s connection with our Victorian topic,
having lived during this era, as well as her gorgeous
depictions of plants in their natural environment,
encouraged Year 4 to learn about this incredible woman
and create our own Marianne North inspired artworks.
These are now on display in our school corridor—a true
Art Gallery!

Yum Yum In My Tum!
The new menu has been a success. With a variety of options, the children are enjoying the choices available. A firm favourite is the
new tomato pasta!
The payment system for lunches is now up and running. We hope that you have found this method of monitoring lunch charges
simpler and easy to manage. You will receive a reminder on Parentmail if your balance drops below £10.
KS2 Lunches are £2.35 per day, which is £11.75 per week.
School lunches are free for all children in Reception to Year 2
Unless you’re Free School Meals everyone in Years 3-6 is required to pay for school meals. If you have changed your child’s lunch
provision to a packed lunch then let the office know promptly.

South American Dining at GP
There has been lots of excitement in Year 2 over the past few weeks. They have had
a wonderful introduction to their weekly Geography lessons. Their topic for this half
term is all about our local area Chiswick and comparing the local surroundings to a
distant locality in South America-Paraty! Not only are they geographically in very
different places but Paraty has many
different cultures including the food that
they eat! Both Cedar and Maple class
were very lucky indeed and were able to
taste some different South American
Dishes including salsa, Mexican rice and
re-fried beans! They then discussed which
dishes they liked the best and why!
Perhaps some Master Chef food critics are in our midst! What a great day indeedlearning about new things, being with friends and going home with yummy South American food in their tummies!
VO L U M E 3 , IS SU E 1
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Mathematical Investigations
What a fantastic start to the year we have had for Maths at Grove Park! All the
children have returned after the holidays with a curiosity and thirst for knowledge
which is inspirational to see and they have engaged in all of their lessons with such
enthusiasm! As a school, we have continued to focus on using manipulatives to aid the
children’s learning across all year groups, with counters,
teddies, dienes, cubes and many more items being seen!
In KS1, the children have started off their understanding of
place value and have been sorting numbers according to
their size. Maths through Story continues to be a hit and
has seen Year 1 carefully using their counting skills to investigate objects around their classroom. In KS2, Real Life Maths has provided the children with the
opportunity to use their knowledge in lessons relating to the wider world. Magazines have been used to
find numbers meeting set criteria and Year 5 having even created a Maths display based upon their topic
of the Tudors! The dienes have had pride of place in many of our lessons, helping the children in Years
3 and 4 understand their place value and how each column should be represented. This has then been applied even further and
been used to during addition and subtraction, allowing the children to think carefully about
exchanging and borrowing.
Whenever possible, the teachers have been also
getting outside to enjoy the lingering summer sun
with their classes! We have had children running
across the playground to round numbers or using
the space to order themselves to show their
understanding of a number’s size. The playground
has also been used as an enlarged writing board
to aid place value investigations. Sticks, leaves,
twigs, feathers, flowers (and much more!) have
been used to represent the values of different
digits!

Safety At The Riverside
After not being able to go on a trip for what feels like a lifetime, the day
had finally come for Cedar and Maple class to take a walk down to the
Chiswick RNLI (Royal National Lifeboat Institution). The children and
adults were incredibly excited to learn about the charity and meet some
of the people that play such an important role in keeping our local area
safe, including paramedics and volunteers. Did you know that this year
alone, they have made 176 rescues of humans and animals! The children
learnt about the importance of water safety, particularly what to do if
you fall into the River Thames. They even practised what to shout if they
did ever find
themselves in
danger in the
water (although
they didn’t need
a n y pr ac t is e
with shouting loudly). Year 2 could be heard for miles! The children then
got to see a lifeboat and study all the different parts of the bright orange
vessel. As a truly inquisitive bunch, they asked lots of questions. Many of
the children were interested in how fast the boat can go - a top speed of
50 mph.
Some of the children have already expressed an interest in volunteering for
the Chiswick lifeboat charity when they are able to do so. What
empathetic, wonderful and helpful Year 2s we have at Grove Park!
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Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA Update
Wow – what just happened? In the blink of an eye the first half of the Autumn term is nearly over. It is so
nice to see the children back at school and playing outside together.
The Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA have had a busy few weeks. It is wonderful to see lots of new
faces and to see the energy, creativity and diversity from the group. It is very clear that our volunteers have one objective in
common – to help provide more for our children and for our school.
Although we are keeping a close eye on the Covid situation we have been so pleased to be able to resume face to face events at
the school again. We’ve had our welcome meetings for Nursery and Reception as well as for Year 1 parents, who missed out on
the opportunity last year. Thanks again to Miss Davies, Miss Rodrigues, Joanna Lovatt and the teachers for helping to coordinate
the events, giving up their time in the evening and particularly for the very welcome school tours.
Today is not just the last day of this half term. It is also our first Snack Sale for over 18 months and it is the day we’ll be handing
around 250 Halloween goodie bags and Halloween trail maps that you’ve purchased from the PTA. That’s over half of the school!
Thank you so much to our volunteers for giving up their time to help create, organise and deliver these events. So far this term,
through uniform sales, Halloween goodie bags and maps and donations we have already raised an incredible £3,000!
As we look ahead to next term there are three interconnected areas we want to focus on:

Communication
We know it is really important to communicate effectively with our parents, carers and supporters. Our aim is to
give you plenty of notice of our events and to send timely, coordinated reminders without over communicating and
annoying you! It is hard to get that balance right and, naturally, everyone has different preferences, but we’ll try to
be consistent in our approach. We’d love feedback from you on what works well and what we could improve. We feel it’s
important to build that….

…Connectivity
All the money we raise goes directly into buying new materials and equipment or goods and services for the school.
But how much money do we raise and where does that money go? We aim to improve the way we show the link
between the money you help us raise through different PTA events and what the school does with the money. We can also do
more to connect our fund-raising activities with the broader, long term strategy of Grove Park school.
Providing more transparency will demonstrate what an enormous difference each of us can make. It can also help us showcase
the work we do and build stronger ties into our…

…Community
Chiswick has the feel of a village, with the amenities of a town and sits on the doorstep of one of the best cities in
the world. After 18 months of reduced contact we believe we have a genuine opportunity to re-connect the PTA
and our school with local organisations and partner together to promote the school, raise money and support our local
businesses.
We are working to strengthen our partnerships with local companies. For example, Budgens is supporting our snack sales, Bizzie
Buddies is offering discounts at sports camps, and Snappy Snaps is supporting printing and photography for the school. We are
currently exploring similar partnerships with other local businesses and would be delighted to chat to you if you have ideas.

Want to help?
If you would like to make a donation then just click the link below. You can Gift Aid your donations now too!

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/friends-of-grove-park-pta
If you want to get involved, have some suggestions or want to give us feedback please contact your class rep; email
PTAGroveparkprimary@gmail.com; message Richard on 07815 755153 or Adriana on 07446 357911.
Have a wonderful half term with your children and thanks for your fantastic support.
Richard Grant
Chair of the Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA
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Grove Park Primary School
Calendar of Events – Autumn Term 2 - 2021

Mon 25th Oct

HALF TERM – SCHOOL CLOSED
Deadline for Secondary Applications 31st October

Monday 1st Nov

Outdoor Classroom Day this week
Wed 3rd: EYFS Owls Visit
Thurs 4th: Individual & Sibling Photos
Fri 5th: Prospective Reception Parents Sept 2022 Open Morning 9:15am
Fri 5th: Virtual Parent Workshop - Year 2 Phonics Screening Check 10:00 am
Fri 5th: Pre-loved Uniform Sale 3:00pm – 3:30pm

Monday 8th Nov

Tue 9th: Year 2 Trip to Gunnersbury Museum
Thurs 11th: PTA Quiz
Fri 12th: Virtual Parent Readers Training 10.00am

Monday 15th Nov

Parent Teacher Meetings – Virtual
Wed 17th: Flu Vaccinations – Reception to Year 6
Thurs 18th: Prospective Reception Parents Sept 2022 Open Morning 9:15am
Fri 19th: INSET DAY – school closed

Monday 22nd
Nov

Monday 29th Nov

Charities Day this week
Tues 23rd: Last Year 4 Swimming Lesson
Wed 24th: Y5 Trip to Hampton Court
Wed 24th: Y6 Oak to Imperial War Museum
Fri 26th: Y6 Elder Trip to Imperial War Museum
Tues 30th: Prospective Reception Parents Sept 2022 Open Morning 9:15am
Tues 30th: Y6 Elder Trip to Kew Archives
Thurs 2nd: Y3 Trip to Gunnersbury
Thurs 2nd: Y6 Oak Trip to Kew Archives
Fri 3rd: 9:00am Parents’ Forum in the hall (please note change to date)

Monday 6th Dec

Book Fair Visiting
Mon 6th: Christmas Concert – Nursery & Reception (9:15 am)
Tues 7th: Prospective Reception Parents Sept 2022 Open Morning 9:15am
Wed 8th: Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumpers
Fri 10th: Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children
Fri 10th: Y5 & Y6 Festive Singing & Mulled Wine 3:30pm

Monday 13th Dec

Mon 13th: Virtual Whole School Pantomime – date TBC
Tues 14th: Nativity – Y1 Parents (9:15 am)
Tues 14th: Y3 & Y4 Festive Singing & Mulled Wine 3:30pm
Weds 15th: Nativity - Y2 Parents (9:15 am)
Weds 15th: End of Term Parties
Thurs 16th: Last day of term – Toy Day - School finishes at 1:30pm
Fri 17th: INSET DAY
END OF TERM: Return to school Tuesday 4th January 2022

Term Dates 2021/2022
Autumn Term 2021
TERM DATES

Wednesday, 1st September – Friday, 17th December
2021
Children start school on Friday 3 rd September 2021

HALF TERM

Monday, 25th October – Friday, 29th October 2021

* Inset Day

Wednesday, 1st September 2021

* Inset Day

Thursday, 2nd September 2021

* Inset Day

Friday, 19th November 2021

* Inset Day

Friday, 17th December 2021

Spring Term 2022

TERM DATES

Tuesday, 4th January – Friday, 1st April 2022

HALF TERM

Monday, 14th February – Friday, 18thFebruary 2022

EASTER HOLIDAYS

Monday, 4th April to Monday, 18th April 2022

Summer Term 2022
TERM DATES

Tuesday, 19th April – Thursday, 21st July 2022

HALF TERM

Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022

* Bank Holiday

Monday, 2nd May 2022

* Inset Day

Thursday, 21st July 2022
*Inset Day - school closed
Quiz Answers - How many did you get correct!

