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The first half term has been an interesting n
face masks, we embraced a new O&normal d inclu
outdoors. September is a really special time in the school as we welcome our new families, not only in
Nursery and Reception, but throughout the school. It has been difficult over recent years (with Covid
19 leading all decision making) to establish relationships with staff, children, parents & governors,
due to the never ending restrictions. This has been particularly hard for us as a school, as we
acknowledge that the reason why GP is so spe
bonds that we have! We would like to say a huge thank you to the PTA for organising the Welcome
Evenings over the last fortnight which has allowed us to finally meet so magv of
our families in person (and in turn, they finally had a tour of the school!) We
forward to continuing to build on these relationships with you over your time _§ &
us at GP. As we mention the PTA, we would like to say a huge welcomg U
thank you to Rich Grant the new PTA Chair for organising these evenin(..\ ’ o
Feedback was that they were sociable AND informative! As we know toc ime
order to say welcome it often means saying a corresponding goodbye. We
like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you and goodbye to Hulya,
exiting PTA Chair. Thank you for your passion and enthusiasm! Thank ydut
your time and dedication! We will miss working with you so closely but enjoy seeing you regularly
around school. Another goodbye is to Prof. Neil Taylor, who has stepped down as Chair of
Governors, although is staying with us as a-@ued governor until his term of office ends in the
Spring Term. We would like to thank Neil for all his support over the last 4 years. Neil has been by
our side through many changes at GP, the recruitment of a new headteacher (what a great choice he
made!) and Covid9, which has been one of the most challenging periods we have experienced as a
c) school. Neil, we thank you for all the time that you have invested in GP; we have reaped the benefits

of your calm, collected, reassuring approach.

We may have mentioned before but at every School Council meeting there is a reoccurring theme.
What animal the children can have as a Grove Park pet. After being told that it is not possible to
house a pig, chicken, dog, fish or rabbit on the school grounds the children have now suggested a
tortoise?!? Can you and your children identify which pet matches each of our new members of staff?
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Miss Jakki Miss Heard Miss Skinner Miss Davey
N — TA Y1 Beech Teacher Y2 Cedar  Teacher Y2 Maple Teacher Y4 Birch TA Y6 Elder
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UPCOMING EVENTS
I 1 Sunday 31st October: Deadline for Y6 Secondary School Applications
1 Thursday 4th November: Individual & Sibling Photos
1 WIB 15th November: Parent Teacher Meetings
1 Friday 19th November: INSET day - School Closed
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Drumming To The African Beat!

As you walk through our school every day, there is always a rainbow of sound coming from
@ direction: the happy shrieks of children playing; the buzz of lear
the ringing of the bell at 5 to 9; the cheers from PE lessons; the d
tones of Miss Rodrigues trying her best to sing and of course
Deborahds cheery chuckl e!

o Ad
But, thishalft er m, t here was a nhew s ART, bund,
sound, a positive sound, a st YCusams e] Chirorer” was
== the djembe drums! For two days this October, we welcomed S|
~and Abubukar from O6Bantu Artso (London AfTrican
to Grove Park and we didndét want them to | eave

the children learnt about East and West African languages, culture, song and musical instdments
were enthralled and invigorated (so much so that some teachers were asked to come and dance at the front).

After the assemblies every class had a drumming and dancing workshop with our gjdists
Rodrigues and the Office Team had a steady beat to work to all day! Before Steven and
o Abubakar left they told Miss Davies how utterly impressed they were with the enthusiasm,
rhythm and skill of the children at Grove PadkMr .o

Nind should be very proud! Our new friends o

‘ ] treated the parents to a performance outside schi

Miss Vanita was their backing dancer! All of tj =y SN
= smusical joy was part o - 4 of
¥ »-§ Black History Month

2 Black History Month is a wonderful opportunity 5%
schools, organisations and communities to be pa
: national events to honour the accomplishments =

~ people of African and Caribbean heritage in ev
area of endeavour throughout history. This yew s .
Black History Month theme was 'Proud to be'. At Grove Park this year, our Black History
| Month celebrations were centred around music and poetry.

During National Poetry Day on Thursday 7th October,
children listened to, studied and performed a range of works written by a diverse range of poe

were particularly inspired by ©6Poems Al ou Coe
when all of the children took part in the demonstrations and workshops led by Steven and Ab
and the beat of the djembes will be echoing round school for many weeks to come! The music

and influence of Motowi,

also formed part of many d é‘

the chil dr er \mlMN and

A assemblies!

Over the past three yearc !
we have seen the power of making Black History Month

an integral part of different curriculum aread most
recently through Art, English, Music and Dance. This has
inspired us to think more widely about the diversity of

: " our curriculum and this is going to be something we will

be working on over the coming months and years. Our community is so wonderfully diverse and we
~ want our Grove Park curriculum to reflect that even more richly!
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