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What an amazing start to the year from Nursery Acorns to Year 6 - Oak and Elder! 
We welcome all our new children, parents and extended families across the school to 
the Grove Park community. We are so grateful that you have chosen our school. A 
special mention to the youngest pupils in our school who have seamlessly integrated                             
themselves into life at GP. You wouldn't think that most of them are only 3 or 4 years 
old! We are looking forward to getting to know you over the next 6 (or 7) years with 

us.  
 
At GP we are so proud of the personal and academic 
achievements of all of our children so we were not                    
surprised when we heard that one of our children had 
come runner-up in the Wild Chiswick Photo contest. We 
are sure you will agree that Jack Donnellyõs photo of a Blue Bug on a rose leaf was 
definitely stunning. We are so proud of you!!! Well done Jacké we canõt wait to see 
your next works! https://chiswickcalendar.co.uk/winners-of-wildchiswick-2023-
photography-competition-announced/ 

A couple of weeks ago, the PTA held their Annual General Meeting. A huge thank you to them for such a                   
successful year - spearheaded by Rich Grant, but supported in so many ways by you. The PTA are a vital part of 
GP ensuring that we can meet as a community as well as raising funds to ensure that we continue to provide an 
ôoutstandingõ offer for ALL the children. School finances continue to the be in the news, with pressure on resources, 
so we truly appreciate the approval of the schoolõs wish-list and all donations received so far. A huge thank you 
also to all the parents who have  signed up to provide admin support and /or read with the children. By giving 
your time it ensures that teaching staff can focus on supporting your children in class with their learning.  
 
The Grove Park inbox is always busy with important messages from parents, families and educational                           
organisations. The School Office forward the messages to the right members of staff and this is a vital part of our 
communication at Grove Park. This half term ð two very heart-warming messages appeared in the info@ mail box 
from the two amazing charities that GP supported as part of our 2023 Harvest Appeal: Hounslow FoodBox and 
The Upper Room.  
 
I hope my email finds you well and you are having a good week so far. I just wanted to drop you a 
note on behalf of Hounslow Community FoodBox and all our volunteers to say a huge thank you for 
the kind donations made for Harvest Festival. We are ever so grateful for all your continued support 

in helping make a positive difference in our local community. Best regards, Sunny  
 

It was a great pleasure to meet you yesterday. Thank you so much for inviting us to speak, and for 
your continued support of The Upper Room. I was very impressed with how engaged even the                         

younger children were with what is not an easy subject, and with the perceptiveness of the answers 
they gave. Simon  

Both organisations are so grateful to the whole school community for the difference you have made to the lives of 
others with your very kind contributions of food, clothing, toiletries and household items, coins and on-line financial 
giving.  
 
Hounslow Community FoodBox, has made a huge difference to many members of our school and local community 
who need emergency support, food and advice. The impact of this project is clearly huge and 
so we decided to show them our support again this year. The families who use the FoodBox 
are all going through a tough time for various reasons; your donations help to make life a bit 
easier for many residents in Hounslow. The Upper Room is a charity in Shepherdõs Bush who 
provide a variety of support, tools and skills to people who are vulnerable and homeless. We 
welcomed Simon Tuke to Grove Park to speak in our Harvest Assembly ð Simon was truly 
inspiring and told us all about the amazing people The Upper Room helps ð each with their 
own unique story and journey through life. It was also very uplifting to hear about the    
generous donations that companies like Nandos and Pret a Manger make to The Upper 
Room. It was incredibly humbling to see the many, many bags of donated items                        
outside school on Friday 22nd September. These were divided up between Hounslow FoodBox and the Upper Room. 
Jo Lovatt, our Parent Support Adviser, very kindly drove half of the goods to the food bank and then Savills Estate 
Agents, who support the work of The Upper Room, collected the remaining groceries and clothes and delivered 
them to The Upper Room. It is amazing what can happen when a community works together.  

Once again, our TREE values were lived out by our wonderful Grove Park family ð thank you!  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

¶ Wed1st Nov - Parent Workshop Phonics in EYFS & KS1 via zoom  

¶ Wed15th Nov - Individual & Sibling Photos  

¶ Fri 17th Nov - INSET day - School closed for children  
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Year 1 have made a great start to the academic year and been settling well into 
their new classrooms, routines and learning with enthusiasm. Both Holly and Beech 
class have been working exceptionally hard during this half term. Since September, 
in Maths, we have looked at counting on from any number, recognising one more 
and one less and counting backwards within 10. Recently both classes have made 
an excellent start with learning ômore thanõ, ôfewer thanõ and the ôsameõ, culminat-
ing in being able to compare numbers using the language and symbols of greater 
than, less than and equal to. We have had some help from ôGavin the Gatorõ in our 
Maths through Story lesson, where we discovered that he lives 

on a diet of numbers but only ever likes to eat the biggest number!   

Enticed by the sunshine, we took this learning outside, 
where we had fun with some natural  materials from the 
playground and some Lego pieces. We found sticks and 
leaves, used them to make our number 
sentences and were able to use our 
newly learnt Maths vocabulary to          
explain our symbols impressing both 
Mrs Kecojevic and Miss Pickering.    
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So Comfy You Could Sleep On It! 
Our passionate School Council and Eco Warriors have been 
thinking of proactive ways to look after our playground and 
outdoor environment this half term and it is so good to hear the 
children talk respectfully and enthusiastically about their school 
grounds.  

At GP we are so lucky to have many different outdoor spaces to                 
enhance our learning and extra-curricular activities. Over the 
last few years many of these spaces have been lovingly and                  
creatively developed through the hard work of staff, children 
and volunteers and of course the amazing fundraising of the 
PTA and local community. But one space that we were struggling to improve was the astroturf on the 
main playground. This space is used by all of our children at playtimes, for Outdoor Learning and Forest 
School. Many a battle, freeze frame and science experiment has taken place here.  

Over recent months this well-used space had become very                    
uneven and prone to flooding which was making it difficult to 
be used safely! Removing  and laying new astroturf is a very 
costly project for schools ð so we were very grateful to Mr 
McLean & Miss Rodrigues for the huge amount of work they 
put into organising for the astro to be replaced by Hounslow 
with no cost to the school! We now have a brand new, shiny 
green (flat!) space on which to play and work for many years 
to come.  

Gavin The Gator Teaches Year 1  
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This term, Year 3 have been learning about the Stone 
Age. To start off our topic, we explored Stone Age art. 
We were very intrigued to see what types of art work 
were produced in the prehistoric times and had a go at 
creating our very own! We used the floor and walls, to 
create our own Stone Age cave and worked together to 
produce great paintings. After this, we explored what the 
Stone Age diet was like. We worked together to òhunt 
and gatheró our own meal and took part in The Great 
Stone Age Bake Off! We made delicious meals such as 

woolly mammoth stew, acorn and seed salad and hyena kebabs. After     
learning about the Stone Age art and diet, we created and decorated our own 
Bronze Age beakers, using clay, and even got to take them home! To finish off our Stone Age topic, we 
designed a postcard to send to the Stone Age, explaining how they helped to shape the way of living 
from the Palaeolithic to the Neolithic period. Year 3 have really enjoyed bringing the Stone Age period 
to life, and taking part in all the fun and historical activities this term! 

In Science, we have been finding out about rocks and fossils. Our learning began with the three types of 
rock: sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic. Becoming geologists, we then tested rocks to find out what 
type they were, by seeing if they scratched easily, observing if 
they absorbed water and watching for a fizz after adding acid 
(vinegar). After learning about how fossils are formed, we got to 
create our very own fossil of a dinosaur or a shell. We couldnõt 
wait to see how they turned out! To finish our topic, we learnt 
about different types of soil and their permeability. To test the 
permeability of compost, peat and sand we went outside and  
poured water on top and decided whether it drained through 
slowly, moderately or rapidly. Year 3 have loved the exciting   
experiments and practical activities this half term! 

 4ÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒÓ ÁÔ 'ÒÏÖÅ 0ÁÒË ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ ÂÕÓÙ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÆÅ× 
ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ ÖÉÓÉÔÓ - (ÅÁÌÔÈ Ǫ 3ÁÆÅÔÙȟ ÒÅÃÒÕÉÔÍÅÎÔ 
ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÊÏÂ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÁÌÆ ÔÅÒÍ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÕÒ 
×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ 9ÅÁÒ Ψ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×ÓȢ ! ÈÕÇÅ ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒÓ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÔ 
'ÒÏÖÅ 0ÁÒËȢ  
 

7Å ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÖÁÃÁÎÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÓÈÏÒÔÌÙȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ǢÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÍÏÒÅ 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ ɀ ÔÈÅ .'! ɉ.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÁÎÃÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎɊ ÉÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÏÉÎÔȢ 
7Å ÁÒÅ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÓËÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÓÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÌÅ ɀ Á ÄÅǢÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ .'! ÉÓȡ Ȱ!ÌÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÌÅÓÓ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÅÎÃÙ ÁÒÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÒ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ɀ ÔÏ ÇÏÖÅÒÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ 
ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÐÕÐÉÌÓȢ 0ÁÒÅÎÔ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ ÅØÃÅÐÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒ 
ÇÒÏÕÐȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÒÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÂÏÄÙ ÉÎ ÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄÓ 
ÏÆ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ 
ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÂÙ ÍÏÎÉÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÉÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÓÐÅÎÔȢȱ  
ÈÔÔÐÓȡȾȾ×××ȢÎÇÁȢÏÒÇȢÕËȾ(ÏÍÅȢÁÓÐØ 

Historians AND Geologistsé (wow!) 
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On the 5th of October, Grove Park celebrated National Poetry Day by 'Posting a 
Poem' to someone in the school.  

The theme for National Poetry Day this year was ôRefugeõ, and for the week                           
leading up to the day itself, each of the classes explored how getting lost in a                         
poem, a story or a good book can, for many, provide a safe place of refuge and 
escapism from everyday life. 

Teachers shared their favourite poems with their classes and encouraged the                
children to read and share their favourite poems with each other. Following this, 
the  children then decided to either create their own poem or write and illustrate 

their favourite  poem for someone else in the school to read. 

After publishing, the children then 'posted' their poem in our 
very own post-box to be distributed to a fellow pupil around 
the school. The children buzzed with anticipation of whose 
imagination their poem may itself take refuge within, and it 
was lovely to hear of so many children going home and             
being inspired to pick up a pen and compose their own                       
poetry. We can't wait to keep finding ways to promote the 
love of poetry throughout the rest of the year here at Grove 
Park. 
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This half-term, Grove Park has, as ever,  been busy reading! The children have 
been exploring different texts, including songs and many poems. To support their                                        
comprehension of texts and to inspire their writing, the children have even taken 
part in some acting and drama activities in their classes!  

Early Years and Key Stage 1õs phonics lessons are in full 
swing! Reception are very excited to be learning new                          
letter sounds and even beginning to read short words 
with their robot arms! They love using puppets to retell 
stories with their peers, developing their story-language 
and vocabulary. Year 1 have enjoyed studying Elmer 

where they explored descriptive language through drama. As part of their                          
learning about òPattanõs Pumpkinó, Year 2 have been learning all about                                   
expanded noun phrases and have enjoyed going on word hunts! 

In Key Stage 2, each class has begun reading their English 
text. Year 3 are enjoying ôIce Palaceõ and have practised 
hot-seating to understand the characters in the text. They used dictionaries to 
explore the vocabulary in the story. Year 4 have been studying ôThe Boy at the 
Back of the Classõ and are using the text to analyse and describe the characters 
in the story! Year 5 have begun ôCosmicõ and are exploring descriptive language. 
In Year 6, the children have been writing informational reports on lighthouses 
which are now beautifully displayed in the Upper Key Stage 2 corridor! 

Proud Poets... 

We Love Reading! 
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Pupil Voice  

Our Grove Parkers are all articulate and thoughtful young people; their voice and opinion has helped to 
shape and develop our school over the years. So, every September we are always very excited to see 
who will be representing each class on the School Council for the forthcoming months. Children in each 
class eagerly put themselves forward to be a School Council representative for their class. Just like in a 
local or general election, speeches are written and made and then the nail-biting voting process begins. 
We are very excited to announce that the School Council Reps for the first half of 2022/23 have been 
chosen. You can meet them in our next newsletter! 

So that everyone can quickly identify the School Council team, the reps were all              
presented with their shiny new badges in assembly and Miss Davies                               
congratulated the whole team on being selected for such an important job in our 
school. There are also another important group of Grove Parkers who proudly wear       
distinctive badges: our Eco Council. The Eco Warriors elected to this committee have 
the vital role of being the voice of their peers on all matters related to sustainability, 
the environment and protecting our planet. The new Eco notice board near The Hub 
details the teamõs most recent agendas and discussions.  

Alongside the Eco Council meetings, there have been three very successful School 
Council meetings so far, where we have discussed important topics such as how we 
can continue to develop and improve our school allotment (Mrs Walter was very            
happy). We have also taken feedback from the children about the Zones of                              
Regulation as a whole school approach to help us develop our emotional regulation 
skills. Another top topic of conversation for many classes has been about litter and 

how we can continue to make sure we keep our school grounds lovely and clean. This issue was shared 
with our intrepid Eco Warriors and they are on the case to ensure we are promoting an ethos of being 
really proactive: if we see litter, we pick it up and bin it! It was great that these two groups have been 
able to work together for the good of our environmentñliving out our school motto of òInspiring each 
otheró! The School and Eco Councils are teams of passionate children dedicated to ensuring pupil voice 
is heard across Grove Park and used to make a positive difference for us all. Hereõs to another year of 
sharing opinions, listening to each otherõs views, representing the views of our peers and helping the 
staff to make our brilliant school even better. 

The Boy at The Back of the Class 

This half term in Year 4, we have been reading ôThe Boy at The Back of the Classõ 
during our English lessons. One of the main characters, Ahmet, is a Syrian                                   
refugee, so to put ourselves in the shoes of the bookõs main character, we sampled 
a range of delicious Syrian delicacies. The children took on the role of food critics, 

using their senses and knowledge of expanded noun phrases, 
to describe their favourite, and least favourite item of                          
cuisine. The olives werenõt very popular, being described as 
slimy and greasy, but the pitta bread was a firm favourite 
for both classes! The children have also been using their                               
brilliant drama skills this half term, bringing to life different 
scenes from the book, including Ahmet receiving a pomegranate from his new 
friends. We have been so impressed with how the children have got into the roles 
of the different characters, being thoughtful and aware of the charactersõ                                        
situations. 
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Moving On! 

Each year we publish the destinations of our Year 6 Leavers. This yearõs and previous yearsõ data can 
be found on our website. We always have a mix of chosen state schools and private/independent 
schools but as you can see, in 2023 the majority of our children moved on to join Chiswick School.  

We love visits from old Grove Parkers and many of them have come back to see us already ð they all 
look so smart and mature in their new school uniforms. We wish them all the best for the future and 
canõt wait to hear about all their exciting adventures in secondary school and beyond! 

 

         State Schools     Independent Schools  

In Nursery, our topic has been ôAll About Meõ and we have been               
taking it in turns to share our family photos with the class. We 
have really enjoyed playing, learning, sharing and making new 
friendships in Nursery this half term, and our teachers are very 
proud of how well we have settled in.  

We have been making the most of learning outdoors and                 
enjoying the lovely  sunshine too! We went on an Autumn                      
sensory walk in the main playground, and we noticed that lots of 

the leaves had fallen onto the ground. Our teachers told us 
this is what happens in Autumn. We collected some of the 
leaves we found to take back to our classroom - we used 
them for printing and we made some lovely pictures using 
colourful paints.  

We have also been very engaged during our weekly music      
lessons with Mr Nind, where we have learnt new songs and 
rhymes. It is great fun! 

Chiswick School  25 

Isleworth & Syon  3 

Gunnersbury Catholic School  2 

Bolder Academy  2 

Tiffin Grammar School  2 

Phoenix 2 

The Green School for Boys 1 

Brentford School for Girls  1 

Christ's School  1 

Twyford  1 

West London Free School 1 

Nishkam School  1 

Total  42 

Kew House School 2 

Notting Hill and Ealing High School  2 

St Pauls School 1 

The Harrodian School  1 

St Benedict's School 1 

Lady Eleanor Holles School  1 

ArtsEd Day School & Sixth Form  1 

Hampton School  1 

Emanuel 1 

Total  11 

Our Youngest Grove Parkers Are Settling In Well! 
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With the wonderful September sunshine, classes across the school have been making the most of the   
opportunity to get outside before the winter weather creeps in. Here is a small selection of some of the 
brilliant learning that has been taking place across the curriculum.  

 

Using chalk to draw around each other was a fun way for Year 1 to find out 
about the different parts of the human body! Using our fantastic chunky  
chalk (thank you for ordering this Miss Mead), we labelled our life-size                    
drawings. What interactive and memorable 
Science! 

 

Year 2 have been taking their place value 
learning out onto the playground, exploring different fact-families and 
part-whole models. Getting outside is a great way to consolidate their             

amazing Maths knowledge. 

 

Transporting themselves back to the Stone Age, Year 3 have been taking part 
on their very own Bake Off, considering the different ingredients people in the 
Stone Age times would have been able to forage for. Some future chefs in the 
making for sure! 

 

Creating Venn diagrams to compare the Ancient 
Greek Olympics to the modern day event, has 
enabled Year 4 to cleverly combine their History 
and Maths skills this half term. Shock filled 

Birch & Pine when they discovered that only men could compete in the                
Ancient Greek times, thankfully not a rule we still have today! 

 

The Year 5 Historians have been showing off their excellent drama skills,                       
creating an exciting re-enactment of the Battle of Bosworth from the Tudor times. 
Their dramatic facial expressions, and use of imaginative props, made the whole 
historic scene come to life. 

 

Marvellous Maths has been happening in Year 6, where 
the children have been challenging themselves with               
negative numbers and millions! Using their place value 

knowledge, the children took part in a negative numbers scavenger hunt, 
searching for clues around the playground, to help them complete a Maths style 
crossword.  

Page 7 

 

Autumnal Outdoor Learning! 
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What an exciting and busy first half term we have had in 
Reception! We are so proud of how beautifully the                    
children have settled in their new classes, made new 
friendships and remembered all the rules and routines.  

We have loved sharing the pictures of our families, talking 
about who they are and what we enjoy doing with them. 
Both classes have been creating lots of art work,                               
self-portraits and pictures of their families. 

We have enjoyed playing matching and sorting games 
during our maths lessons, making matching socks and playing guess my rule! 
We have also been busy learning all about mass and capacity, using scales to 
weigh our dinosaurs, using lots of mathematical vocabulary to talk about our 
findings.  

We have been sequencing the story of òHarry and the Dinosaurs go to Schooló, looking at what happens 
at the beginning, middle and end! We then looked at the characters and used our best describing words 
to think about how they look. 

Now we can spot all the signs of Autumn, 
we have been creating lots of autumnal 
pictures and going on Autumn hunts. We 
linked this to our story òWe are going on a 
leaf huntó where we acted out the story 
whilst having an adventure in the big                

playground.  

Both classes had a 
fantastic time at                    
Forest School and 
making their very own 
leaf crowns. 
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The secondary school application deadline is fast approaching. All applications must be submitted online 
by the closing date of 31st October 2023 , irrespective of which London Borough you are applying 
through. To ensure that you have completed your application and submitted it correctly please make sure 
you receive an application reference number. Please also check to see if you need to submit any other 
supporting documents, such as the Supplementary Information Form (SIF). The individual school website 
will inform you if you need to include one with your application. 

If you haven't already done so please apply now online via the e-admissions website below:  

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/app  

Secondary Transfer Applications  

Willow & Chestnutôs Learning Journey 

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/eAdmissions/app


Year 4 have loved learning about sound in our Science lessons 
this half term. We learnt about the different parts of the inner 
ear, including the strange snail-shell-shaped part called the                    
cochlea. But, both classes were the most excited to learn about 
echoes and how bats use echolocation to hunt prey at night.  

Once we had learnt what an echo was and how bats use their 
high-pitched chirps to map their landscape, we headed outside to 
try out echolocation ourselves. Our bat-children could only use 
their hearing to help them locate the moths who repeated sounds 

back to the bats.  

We quickly discovered that our ears arenõt as sensitive as batsõ ears and we 
were left with some very hungry ôbatsõ who struggled to locate where the                  
echoes were coming from! The children also learnt that it isnõt just bats that 
use echolocation, dolphins and even some birds use sound to help them see 
and communicate.  

It was wonderful to see the children incorporating their own interests into the 
lesson, explaining how submarines use echolocation to navigate. We learnt so 
much and our Outdoor Learning will ensure we all remember these                   
interesting, batty and echoey scientific facts!  

 

Year 1 have been finding out about Christianity in RE and our key question 
throughout our learning has been: ôWhat do Christians think God is like?õ  It has 
been very interesting to learn about the beliefs of the Christian faith. We have 
looked at the Parable of the Lost Sheep and the Parable of the Lost Son.  

To consolidate our learning, we were lucky enough to have the opportunity to          
visit St Michaelõs Church which is very near to our school. Here we were given a 
warm welcome from the Reverend Martine. Our morning started with the Reverend 
telling us a wonderful story of friendship and kindness with the help of some large 
cuddly toys which kept both classes enthralled.  

Holly and Beech class then got to take part in some activities, one around the theme of what Christians 
think God is like and the other was a treasure hunt around the Church looking for Christian artefacts. 
Rev. Martine then explained what some of the artefacts were and why they were important to Christians.   

One of the artefacts was the 
church organ and we were lucky 
enough to meet the church organ 
player.  Salman from Holly class 
was given a rendition of ôHappy 
Birthdayõ having celebrated his 6th 
Birthday at the weekend.   

What a special treat!! 

Thank You Reverend Martine! 

Spectacular Sounds 
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This term, Year 6 have been enthusiastically exploring their Enquiry Question ð òHow was life in                           
Chiswick affected by the Second World War?ó, with the pupils making use of a wide range of primary 
and secondary sources in order to help them investigate what life was like during this significant period 
of history. 

To enhance our learning, we were extremely 
lucky to have Patricia Davies visit Grove Park. 
As a former WRNS (Womenõs Royal Naval                         
Service) codebreaker, Pat was fortunate enough 
to work at the infamous Bletchley Park,                        
deciphering the codes of German submarines. 
During her visit to GP, Pat discussed where she 
grew up, why she joined the WRNS and what 
her work entailed. The children asked brilliant 
questions to deepen their understanding. From 

this interview, the children were then inspired to write biographies of this unsung hero of the war in their 
English lessons.   

Year 6 were also able to take part in a fantastic workshop at the National Archives, Kew, which holds a 
vast amount of primary source material from the war. The children were in awe of the prestigious     
documents that are stored at the archives and spent the session considering whether photographs, film 

or posters were the best form of propaganda during the 1940s. Not only did 
this help them to extend their learning of the Second 
World War, but it also allowed them to apply their skills 
as historians by evaluating a variety of different sources! 
As well as this, they were also able to demonstrate their 
fantastic knowledge in the workshop, answering                         
questions about the use of propaganda in the war as well 
as detailing key figures and dates. 

The day ended with the children examining a sample of 
original, one-of-a-kind propaganda posters that Year 6 
had seen replicas of on display in their classrooms. They worked in groups to 

explore the impact the posters had on the viewer, giving them a rating out of 5 for their persuasiveness 
(we also learnt what harsh critics they all are!). 

Before we left, we were able to see a very special and rare source that dated back many years and was 
the reason as to why the National Archives exists in 
the first place. Much to our surprise, it was an cheeky 
(and maybe hungry) rat who had managed to eat 
some very important documents meant for the king! 

The trip encouraged us to continue to think about our 
enquiry question this term, specifically exploring why it 
was known as a òtotal war.ó The staff were truly 
astonished with the childrenõs thoughts and ideas, 
which they all shared with confidence and eagerness!   
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