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It has been so lovely welcoming many of you into school over the last couple of 
weeks. From the Nursery concert to the Year 6 festive fiesta, the halls (and                 
classrooms) have been merry, with all in good spirits.  

We wanted to start the newsletter with a huge thank you to the PTA for their 
tireless work at a time when (once again!) school finances are strained beyond 
belief. As you read through the newsletter, everywhere you see a         it means 
that the PTA have either partially or fully funded the item, event or transport 
(you will notice this logo on nearly every page!). So a huge thank you to all              
parents and carers for supporting the PTA events and helping us provide so many 

opportunities to enrich the childrenõs learning.  

Whilst we are saying thank youõs, with 
the Winter Fair being a particular                    
highlight, we would also like to thank 
ôTree2meõ for donating the gorgeous tree 
that has been pride of place in the foyer. 
It is so beautiful and perfectly decorated 
by some of our ôlittle helpersõ. Also a huge 
thank you to Jojo for his Connect 4 stall 

at the fair which raised a huge £87!!!!!! Thank you Jojo for 
giving up your Saturday and raising money for our school.  

Another celebratory event occurred this term when Eleanor from 
Year 3, came 3rd in the girls under 8 at the Dessert Penguins 
Chess Tournament (after it was age adjusted) flying the flag for 
GP! She did herself and Grove Park proud as for some matches 
she was playing girls aged 12! Well done Eleanor, keep            
practisingé you are a superstar. 

More happy news this half term, 
when we found out that there is 

another Grove Park baby on its way! As many of you 
know Miss Thompson is expecting mid-way through 
next year. We are sending lots of love to all of the 
family! 

We have been speaking a lot about kindness in our assemblies this term and we 
welcomed some kind volunteers into the school this month from 
Wild Chiswick. They cleared the bushes, trees and the pond to 
help us make the space more useable for the children and give 
even more space for our outdoor learning and forest school               
activities. A huge thank you to the volunteers who have given up 
their time, we hope to start using the space in the Summer Term! 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

¶ Mon 6th Jan - Children Return To School  

¶ Fri 10th Jan - Pre-loved Uniform Sale @ 15:00 (hall)  

¶ Fri 31st Jan - Open Morning (work celebration for parents) In Classrooms @ 9:00  
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Festive Fun! 



If your child was born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021, they are due to start primary 
school in September 2025, you must complete an online application for your childõs primary school place 
by the deadline of the 15 January 2025 . All applications must be made to your local authority.  

For Hounslow residents this is online using eAdmissions at: https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/. To ensure 
that you have completed your application form and submitted it correctly please make sure you receive 
an application reference number.  

Nursery Admissions 2025 
Applications for our Nursery will open in January 2025. Children born between 1 September 2021 and 
31 August 2022 will be eligible to start in the Nursery class in September 2025. 

If you have any questions, please email Hayley OõBrien at office@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk. 

Reception Applications  

 

 

CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ DǊƻǾŜ tŀǊƪ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ t¢! ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 

!ǳǘǳƳƴ ¢ŜǊƳ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ !ƴƴǳŀƭ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ              
ǿƛǎƘƭƛǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ǌǳƴ ǎƳƻƻǘƘƭȅ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řŀȅ όƭƛƪŜ 
ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭƭΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŬŘŜƴǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǎƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ 
ǿŜ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǳǎŜΗ  
  
¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƎŜǘǎ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ мл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǝƳŜ ŀǘ ŀ ōŀƪŜ ǎŀƭŜΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƴƎ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ ǎǘŀƭƭΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ                  
ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ 
  

Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ .ƛȊȊȅ .ǳŘŘƛŜǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ ƪƛŘǎΩ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ Lƴ                          
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŀǾǾȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ǉǳƛȊ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ /ƛǘȅ .ŀǊƎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇǊƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ǊŀƉŜΦ !ƴŘ ƧǳŘƎƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƛǎŜ 
ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜǎǝǾŜ ǾƛōŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǧȅ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ                    
²ƛƴǘŜǊ CŀƛǊΦ  
  
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ - .ǳŘƎŜƴǎΣ                  
CƻȄŜǎ /ƭǳōΣ ²ƘƛǘƳŀƴǎΣ aŀǘƘƴŀǎƛǳƳ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  
  
{ƻ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΚ  
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϻннΣлллΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ϻсΣллл ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ CŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ϻнΣллл ŦǊƻƳ 
¸ŜŀǊ с ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΗΗ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
  

bŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƳƻǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΥ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇǊŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ǎŀƭŜ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ мл WŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
DǊƻǾŜ tŀǊƪ vǳƛȊ ǘƻ ōŀƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ōƭǳŜǎ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ с CŜōΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ                             
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎŜƛƭƛŘƘ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōǊŀƛŘƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ ²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΗ 
 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛŦ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀȅ ƧƻōΧǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

!ƴŘǊŜǿ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊόƛǎƘύ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǎǇŀǊŜ 

ǘƘŜƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇΗ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳƛǘǎ ȅƻǳΦ DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀǘ                             

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘϪƎǊƻǾŜǇŀǊƪǇǘŀΦƻǊƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
mailto:office@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk
https://www.groveparkpta.org/home
https://www.groveparkpta.org/donations
mailto:contact@groveparkpta.org
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Black History Month at Grove Park 
Being part of a strong and diverse community is very important to us 
at Grove Park: our school, local area and nation are all so                             
wonderfully diverse and inspirational and this has been the focus of 
our celebrations during 2024õs Black History Month. 

Black History Month (BHM) in October is a wonderful opportunity for 
schools, organisations and communities to be part of national events 
to honour the accomplishments of people of African and Caribbean 
heritage. Each year we choose a theme as the focus for Black History 
Month (BHM). This year we explored Stories of Celebration . 
Throughout the month of October, we celebrated the successful                    
stories of black people, who have made remarkable contributions in 
the UK and globally. 

Some of  our 
BHM assemblies were centred on the brilliant                    
series of books: ôLittle People, Big Dreamsõ. This is 
a bestselling biography series for children, that 
explores the lives of outstanding people, from                   
designers and artists, to scientists and activists. 
All of them achieved incredible things, yet each 
began life as a child with a dream. It was truly                        
mesmerising to hear about Jesse Owens, the great 
track and field star, who rose to fame after High 
School. Jesse faced many challenges as an athlete 
at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, yet he challenged 

the racism on the world stage and made new world records.  

Closer to home we were in awe of the story of Floella                        
Benjamin and her story called ôComing to Englandõ. When she 
was ten years old, Floella, along with her older sister and two 
younger brothers, set sail from Trinidad to London, to be                     
reunited with the rest of their family. Floella's experiences of 
moving home and making friends really resonates with young 
children, and we were inspired by her trademark optimism 

and joy. This is a true story of 
celebration with a powerful                  
message: that courage and                
determinat ion can always              
overcome adversity.  

A huge highlight of BHM this year, was welcoming back the amazing Arts 
Education Group, BigFoot. The children loved the workshops last year and 
BigFoot were invited to share some more stories and music with the                       
children of Grove Park. Thank you to the PTA for your contributions, 
which allowed us to welcome these workshops to our school, enriching and 
deepening the childrenõs cultural knowledge and understanding. We are 
certain that the children at Grove Park have been inspired by all they have 
learnt! 
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Making memories is what we are all about at Grove Park and our annual festive trip to the pantomime 
is a brilliantly loud, hilarious, raucous and vibrant example of an unforgettable experience. The whole of 
Key Stage 2 sat enthralled in their velvet seats, laughing at Silly Billy, singing with Mrs Potty, gasping 
at the scenery, cheering for Belle and booing Gaston as we watched Richmond Theatreõs colourful                 
extravaganza ôBeauty and The Beastõ. The interior and ceiling of Richmond Theatre is beautiful and we 

nearly raised the roof of this majestic 
building when Silly Billy gave Grove 
Park a shout out! Nearly 300 children 
and adults enjoyed the show (and the 
ice-cream) and it was so lovely to have 
such praise from members of the public 
for the childrenõs respectful and polite 
behaviour on the underground during 
our journey. A tale as old as time that 
we will remember forever! 

Festive Fiesta  

Key Stage 2 loved bringing a little festive cheer to the end of the busy 
Autumn Term with their annual Festive Fiesta.  

After learning a selection of winter favourites, the children spread                  
happiness and joy amongst the Grove Park 
community with their  af ter-school                  
performances, sending us all off into the                   
holidays with a festive spring in our step.  

Thank you to the PTA team who kept us all warm and cosy with mulled 
wine and hot chocolate!  

Merry Christmas from everyone in Key Stage Two. 

Panto Timeé Yay! 

Our brilliant new catering company The Lunchtime Co. have been keen for lots of           
feedback as they started their culinary journey at GP, including a parent tasting                      
afternoon and pupil voice session with School Council. But perhaps the most wonderful 
feedback they could have wished for was the rapturous round of applause that was 
given to them in The Hub on Tuesday 17th December ð Christmas Lunch Day! All of 
the team in the kitchen baked and cooked tirelessly to create the most delicious festive 

delights for the whole school. Perfect potatoes and 
parsnips, scrumptious stuffing and 
tasty turkey were all part of a truly 
mouth-watering plate of food. Festive 
music played, crackers were pulled, 
jokes were told and chocolate pudding 
was devoured. The cheers and claps 
for the catering team were truly                   
deserved!  

Turkey & All The Trimmings! 
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Reading Champions At Work  
What a busy term it has been, the children have truly embraced the world of 
books!  

We are thrilled to share the fantastic work our Reading Champions have 
been doing to make our library an even more inviting and inspiring place for 
all! These dedicated students have been brimming with creative ideas to                    
improve the library. They have been busy brainstorming exciting themes to 
make each corner more engaging and meaningful for readers of all ages. To 
bring their vision to life, the Reading Champions have created vibrant                         
information posters to guide readers and make the library more user-friendly. 
The team will now be taking on the important task of organising the library 
and sorting books into categories, ensuring everything is easy to find. We are 
so proud of their commitment and teamwork and weõre excited to see how 
their efforts will continue to enhance our schoolõs reading culture. A huge thank you to parents for                         
giving us the money to buy lots of new books! 

In Reception, the children have delighted in reading a variety of fiction and 
non-fiction books connected to their theme of òAnimals Around the Worldó. 
They have been captivated by adventurous animal tales and have learned 
many fascinating facts about creatures from different habitats. These                    
explorations have inspired the children to create their own information 
books. Using their growing knowledge of phonics, they have written about 
animals in the UK and in faraway places, drawing pictures and writing            
captions to share their leaning.  

Year 1 have been exploring different traditional tales this term, focussing 
on the story of The Three Billy Goats Gruff. They then rewrote their own 
versions of the tale, changing the troll to a kind character and including a 
happy ending to finish their narratives.  

This term, Year 2 have been reading different ôtwistedõ fairy tales, including ôSnow White in New Yorkõ 
and ôThe Ninjabread Manõ. They have made comparisons between the twisted and the original fairy 
tale, freeze-framed the main events from ôThe Pea and The Princessõ and finally wrote their own                                
twisted tale based upon ôSnow Whiteõ.   

In Year 3, the children have enjoyed reading their new class text ôThe Thames and Tide Clubõ in whole 
class reading lessons. They have learnt about mud-larking along the Thames, as well as continuing to 
develop their reading comprehension skills by answering questions about each chapter. 

During this term, Year 4 have continued to read their class text ôThe Boy at the Back of the Classõ.              
After finishing the book, they wrote their own book reviews about it, thinking carefully about what 
they enjoyed and who they might recommend it to.  

Year 5 have started their new whole class reading text 
ôFloodlandõ. It has provoked discussion and thought about 
global warming and climate change, especially as the premise 
is a world where the ice caps have melted and sea levels 
have risen, despite it being written in the year 2000.  

In Year 6, the children have been looking at sequel writing 
and writing their own sequel for the story ôTuesdayõ. After 
completing and publishing their ônext in the seriesõ, they then 
shared and read their narratives to the Year 2 children.   
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As the stage lights twinkled, the Year 1 Christmas Concert got off to a spectacular start with the                     
children in their festive outfits. They spent three weeks, rehearsing songs and putting together some                  
FABULOUS choreography. It was a joy to watch the childrenõs confidence and enthusiasm grow over this 
time, as they practised and became the inspiring performers that we all enjoyed on the day. The children 
sang a variety of traditional and modern Christmas songs. The children truly shone brightly and gave 
their absolute best performances on the day! Miss Bisson and Miss Tyler were immensely proud, as were 
the parents. There were a lot of happy tears and huge celebrations. We would like to say a huge thank 
you to everyone involved! 

Lunchtime Fun! 

This half term the PTA provided us with some money for some playground 
games. Mr Rick organised some new areas and bought some equipment. It 
has been amazing to see how well the children have taken to the new 
zones. On the Astro we have created a building zone, trying to promote all 
the wonderfully creative ideas and building skills that the children love to 
display. Itõs been great to see a mix of children from Reception to Year 6 
playing with the Octoplay pieces. What creation will they think of next.. 
From seating to bikes to towers, we have seen it all! There is also a new tennis area which allows the 
children to play tennis matches against other children within the school. We have seen some thrilling 
volleys! Pat ball has been open to Year 1- 6, proving to be very popular amongst the younger year 
groups. Brand new hoops and skipping toys have been bought for all the children to use. It has been 

great to see the older children teaching the 
younger children how to play some of the                     
skipping activities. Overall, the children have 
really embraced the new ideas and zones for 
the playground which has been brilliant to see 
over the past half term. Well done   everyone - 
agile activities, purposeful play and super 
sports skills! 

Showstopping Performance!  



Our Youngest Grove Parkers Are Settling In Well! 
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Christmas Jumper Day 

At Grove Park we talk very passionately about our TREE logo and values of Trust, Respect, Empathy 
and Enthusiasm. So, how perfect that the charity we chose to support for our annual Christmas                       
Jumper & Charity Day has named their 2024 appeal ôHope Under the Treeõ. On Friday 13th                                           
December, as Miss Davies stood ready to lead assembly, the usual sea of blue GP jumpers was                        
replaced with a myriad of festive attire: red, green, sparkles, reindeer, snowflakes, glitter and sequins! 
The school was full of bright colours, while we tried our hardest to fill buckets with cash and make                   
on-line donations for The Mulberry Centre based at West Middlesex Hospital. We have supported the 
work of The Mulberry Centre for a few years now and we truly believe it to be a very worthy cause. In 
assembly, Miss Davies spoke about the brilliant work of the charity and the support, advice, activities, 
therapies and respite that The Mulberry offers to cancer patients at all stages of their diagnosis,                         
treatment and journey. Their ôHope Under the Treeõ appeal is more than just a fundraiser ð itõs an                        
opportunity to spread joy, compassion, and hope among their clients, their families, volunteers, staff, 
and the wider community at this time of year. More information and ways to donate can be found on 
their website: https://themulberrycentre.co.uk/hopeunderthetree/  

Thank you to every child and adult who brought joy by wearing their 
jumpers on Friday 13th December ð showing our commitment to helping 
others where we can. The Mulberry Centre have asked us to pass on 
their heartfelt thanks to you all for remembering their clients and                        
donating where possible. Grove Park has so far raised a fabulous 
£233.64! Contributing to the lives of others and supporting our                         
community are hugely important to us at GP and we hope to continue 
to help The Mulberry Centre in the future as part of our commitment to 
our TREE values.  

On Tuesday 10th December, the school hall was filled with laughter and festive cheer as our Early Years 
and Key Stage 1 children enjoyed a brilliant pantomime performance of Jack and the Beanstalk.  
 
The production was packed with fun, silliness, and plenty of surprises, making it an unforgettable                         
experience for everyone. One of the standout stars of the show was Blossom, the mischievous dancing 
cow. Blossom was no ordinary cowñshe was full of energy and played tricks. In one hilarious scene, 
Blossom even stole some underwear from the house, causing the children to burst into laughter. Her 
cheeky antics added a playful twist to the traditional story, keeping the children thoroughly entertained 

from start to finish. 
 

In addition to the performance, the children got involved by singing              
festive songs throughout the pantomime. One of the most exciting parts 
of the event was the We Wish You a Merry Christmas competition. The 
children were divided into two sides of the hall, and the challenge was 
on to see which side could sing the loudest and most cheerfully. The 
energy in the hall was contagious, and both sides gave it their all,                  
making it a fun and festive highlight of the performance. 
 

The pantomime was a fantastic way to bring everyone together to                  
celebrate the season, full of laughter, music and a little bit of Christmas 
magic. It was a perfect way to kick off the holidays and spread festive 
cheer across Early Years and Key Stage 1.   

More Panto Fun! 

https://themulberrycentre.co.uk/hopeunderthetree/


Our Youngest Grove Parkers Are Settling In Well! 
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Brilliant Breakfast Bars 

In the run up to holidays, Year 5 wanted to be sure that we (and a visiting Saint 
Nicholas!) would have enough energy. What would be a better way of ensuring 
this than by making our very own delicious breakfast bars!?  Taking care to 
weigh out the ingredients carefully, we worked collaboratively to make a small 
batch per table. After stirring everything together, we pressed our mixture firmly 
into containers and left them to set overnight in the fridge. The following day 
we got to enjoy our tasty treat and, as they were so delicious, we have been 
writing instructions to ensure everyone knows how to make these delectable                  
delights in future! We thought about how 
to make sure our instructions were clear 
to understand and what additional detail 
would benefit the maker (such as                           
alternative ingredients and precise                 
adverbials) to ensure the results were as 
the baker would expect. The best example 

even went into Mrs Kavanaghõs personal recipe file so she can 
make them in future!  

The Nursery children have had a fantastic half term.  They quickly settled back 
in after the October break, and have enjoyed making new friends, exploring 
their learning environment, and using the classroom resources effectively.  

The topic for this half term was ôAnimals 
Around the Worldõ, and Nursery began with a 
special visit from ôSpirit of the Wildõ. They                     
really enjoyed meeting all the different animals 
and it was so lovely to see all the children                 
engaged and motivated.  

In class, the children have enjoyed playing in 
the ôVetsõ 
role play 
area. They have been very busy taking care 
of all the sick animals and learning about 
the role of a vet. 

The children were very excited to take part 
in their very first Christmas production at 
Grove Park. They worked very hard learning 
all the words to the festive songs and frosty 
snowman poem and they did an amazing 
job! We are so proud of you Nursery!  

Our Youngest Grove Parkers 



Our Youngest Grove Parkers Are Settling In Well! 

 

 

 

 

Page 9 

 

Eco Council 

On Friday 13th December, during our annual Christmas Jumper Day, we held our first Eco Council 
meeting. It was a pleasure to meet the team and introduce the Eco Councillors from each class. Each 
councillor shared why they wanted to join the Eco Council, with inspiring reasons such as encouraging 
more recycling, reducing litter, helping animals, protecting nature, and fighting global warming. 
The group then came together to discuss important environmental issues within the school and the           
local community. We brainstormed ideas for future projects and upcoming meetings, with everyone 
excited to make a positive impact. Some fantastic ideas emerged, including: selling plants, vegetables, 
and herbs grown in the allotment to raise 
funds for further eco-initiatives; starting a            
litter-picking club and creating a mini                           
gardeners group to help care for the terrace 

and wild area. 
We are looking forward to 
sharing our plans with our 
c lasses  an d  wo rk ing                   
together this  year to                   
create a more sustainable 
school environment! 

On December 12th, Year 2 dazzled with their delightful performance of 
The Twinkly Nativity. The play followed the classic Nativity tale, featuring 
Mary, Joseph, the angels, shepherds and the Three Kings, all set against 
the backdrop of a starry Christmas night. Of course, a Grove Park twist 
was added with a joke about the length of Miss Daviesõ assemblies!  
 
Over the Autumn 2 half term, the children practised tirelessly to remember 
their lines and the actions for each song. They were often complimented 
by passing staff members who heard their wonderful singing voices during 
their daily practices!  
 
All their hard work paid off on the day - the hall was filled with their 
beautiful voices as they sang a selection of songs that were stuck in                                

everyoneõs heads by the 
end of the show. Each and every member of Year 2                     
performed with energy and joy. Some of the songs even 
brought a tear to the eyes of proud parents and                     
teachers! 
 
The Twinkly Nativity was a true reflection of the                  
creativity, enthusiasm, and festive spirit of Year 2. The                        
childrenõs beaming smiles, wonderful voices, and                        
sparkling performances made it a magical experience for 
everyone involved. Well done to all the performers for 
shining so brightly! 

Year 2ôs Sparkling Performance of The Twinkly Nativity 



 

At Grove Park, we are aspirational for every single one of our children and want 
them all to reach their potential, now and throughout their lives. Therefore, we 
are still feeling complete and utter pride about our wonderful OFSTED inspection, 
where Grove Park was judged to be ôOutstandingõ in all areas. The report                        
captured so many of the inspiring things that make GP such an amazing place to 
be: terrific trips, a creative curriculum, fantastic phonics, real readers, life-long 
learners, and beautiful behaviour. In the OFSTED framework, attendance is a key 
part of the ôBehaviour & Attitudesõ judgement. It was so brilliant to see that the 
inspection team noted our commitment to excellent attendance for all of our 
Grove Parkers. The team carefully analysed our attendance data and reported 
that: òLeaders have effective systems for ensuring that pupils attend school regularly and on time. As a result, attendance is 
highΦέ  

Being in school as often as possible is vital for our Grove Parkers to achieve their best outcomes academically, socially, developmentally and 
emotionally and also means that our children have the opportunity to take part in all of the wonderful lessons, experiences and activities 
that were noted by our OFSTED team! We want your children to be part of everything on offer and we love seeing them every day!  

In our Autumn 1 newsletter, we shared that 51 children across the school had attendance below 90% - the Department for Education (DfE) 
describes this % as being a ôpersistent absenteeõ. This figure currently remains at 51 children. As we approach the colder winter months the 
number of bugs and viruses going around increases, so it is positive to see that our number of pupils with attendance below 90% has not 
gone up.  

Miss Davies will soon be sending her half-termly Parentmail to all parents of children who are in the ôpersistent absenteeõ category. This will 
be a plea to work closely together in the new term to improve the attendance of these children. New and even tighter guidelines are now in 
place from the Department of Education. 

Summary of Responsibilities for School Attendance  

If you receive a Parentmail about your childõs attendance being below 90%, please let us know if there is any support you need from               
Hounslow or external agencies to help your child be in school as often as possible.  

Some parents have said that receiving letters from Miss Davies or the Local Authority can be the cause of 
worry. Whilst we have to send these letters in line with Hounslowõs Schools Attendance Support Service, 
please know that the most important thing to us is working together to improve childrenõs attendance if it is 
a cause for concern. Parents and school all want the best for our Grove Parkers and there are lots of support 
services available if you are finding it hard to get your child into school or to bring them to school on time. 
Family life can be busy and stressful, so please contact us if the mornings are tricky ð when children arrive 
late they can feel very anxious and embarrassed about walking into the classroom when the day has already 
started ð we want to avoid this. Children who are late also miss half an hour of learning as lesson start 
promptly after the register. If your child arrives after 9:20am this counts as an unauthorised                   
absence mark in the register.    

We know that there are unavoidable reasons why children may be absent and if children are really too                   
unwell for school, they should indeed be resting and recovering. Parents know their children best, but if you 
are ever unsure whether your child should be at school, please contact Miss Deborah or the School Office. 
This NHS website is also really helpful: 

NHS - Is my child well enough for school?.  

As Miss Davies shared at all of the ôMeet the Teacherõ sessions at the start of the year, the threshold for when a penalty notice will be                  
considered by Hounslow is 10 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence within a rolling 10 week 
period.  

 

Not missing days of school really helps children to feel connected with their friends; when children are late to school or absent it can be hard 
for them to catch up on missed learning and know what games their friends are playing ð this can all affect how they feel about the day 
ahead. 

We still want to reduce the number of holidays during term-time. The majority of our families at Grove Park have relatives who live abroad 
and the cost of flights/accommodation increases during the school holidays. These are very frustrating facts of life and we really do                       
empathise ð but the guidelines are very strict and Miss Davies can only authorise term time leave in very exceptional circumstances and not 
for family holidays.  

It is really difficult for children not to talk to the staff or their friends about forthcoming holidays or why they have been absent so we are 
really grateful to families for being open and honest about where children are when they are not in school ð thank you for completing the 

Term Time Leave forms. Knowing all children are safe and well is always our priority.  

As Autumn 2 draws to a close, our attendance is currently 95.8% meaning we are only just below our on-going 
and aspirational target of 96%! There really is no reason why we canõt get to 97% in the Spring Term by working 
together, providing support to families where it is needed and embracing each day in school as a unique moment 
in time for your children to make memories and grow every day.   

òPupils thrive at Grove Park School. They enjoy highly positive experiences both in and outside the 
classroom.ó  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65e8ae343649a2001aed63aa/Summary_table_of_responsibilities_for_school_attendance__applies_from_19_August_2024_.pdf
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/schools_and_colleges/1544/school_attendance_and_absence
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/#:~:text=If%20your%20child%20has%20mild,they%20can%20go%20to%20school


 

At the end of last term, our Year 6 students embarked 
on an exciting and action-packed residential trip to PGL, 
where they had the opportunity to engage in a range of 
thrilling outdoor activities that tested their courage, 
teamwork, and resilience. The trip proved to be a                         
remarkable experience, offering both personal growth 
and unforgettable memories! 

Throughout the adventure, the children participated in a 
variety of exhilarating challenges, including rock climbing, the zipwire, the 
giant swing, Aeroball, orienteering and survival skills workshops in the 
woods. The rock climbing and zipwire were particular highlights, pushing the 
students to conquer their fears, as they scaled the heights of the climbing wall and soared through the 
air on the zipwire. The giant swing was another thrilling activity, as students worked together to pull 
themselves higher and higher before being òtrickedó into pulling a rope, which saw them quickly soar              

towards the ground! Even Miss Davis couldnõt hold back her screams! 

In Aeroball, the children demonstrated excellent teamwork and                                 
communication as they played an exciting game of basketball on trampolines, 
showing both agility and strategy. Orienteering in the wild allowed the                    
students to develop their map-reading and navigation skills while working                   
together to locate checkpoints across the beautiful countryside. Perhaps the 
most rewarding aspect of the trip was the survival skills training, where Year 
6 learned how to build shelters, light fires, and identify key survival                      
techniques ð all while immersing themselves in 
the natural environment. 

Beyond the activities themselves, the trip                         
provided an invaluable opportunity for the children to bond with their peers 
and develop important life skills. They showed remarkable cooperation,                    
supporting one another through each challenge, and their positive attitude 
towards every task was truly inspiring. They showed their enthusiasm 
throughout each day, but a particular highlight was always our mini dance 
parties in-between activitiesé if PGL has taught them anything, it includes 
confidently knowing the moves to the macarena! As a Year 6 cohort, their 

politeness and respect towards all the PGL staff, 
whether they were in the canteen, on an activity 
or around the site, was exemplary, and they were a credit to our school in 
every way.  

The Year 6 trip to PGL was an outstanding success, offering a perfect                    
balance of adventure, personal development and fun. The students returned 
with newfound confidence, a stronger sense of camaraderie and lasting 
memories that will stay with them for years to come. We know that many of 
you would have spent your half-term holidays listening to stories about 
òPassport around the worldó and the campfire songs and we wish to thank 
the children for being such wonderful ambassadors for Grove Park. 
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Away From Home! 


