Festi ve Fun!

It has been so lovely welcoming many of you into school over the last cou
weeks. From the Nursery concert to the Year 6 festive fiesta, the hall
classrooms) have been merry, with all in good spirits.

le of
(and

We wanted to start the newsletter with a huge thank you to the PTA for their

opportunities to enrich th c
Whil st we are say - - y
W the Winter Fair being a partlculc,“é%) P

highlight, we would also like to thar“*-’n 1o
JO0Tree2med for don::‘\@‘ g «
that has been pride of place in the foy

It is so beautiful and perfectly decorat

by some of our oI er

thank you to Jojo for his Connect 4 st

GP! She did herself and Grove Park proud as for some m
she was playing girls aged 12! Well done Eleanor,
practisingé you are a superfst.

2024

More happy news this half ter

e when we found out that there
another Grove Park baby on its way! As many of
know Miss Thompson is expecting mvay throug
next year. We are sending lots of love to all of t =
family!

AUTUMN 2 -
e

We have been speaking a lot about kindness in our assemblies this term gnd we
welcomed some kind volunteers into the school this month :

Wild Chiswick. They cleared the bushes, trees and the po
help us make the space more useable for the children ang
even more space for our outdoor learning and forest sa
activities. A huge thank you to the volunteers who have giveg

their time, we hope to start using the space in the Summer T

I UPCOMING EVENTS
il Mon 6th Jan - Children Return To School
il Fri 10th Jan - Pre-loved Uniform Sale @ 15:00 (hall)
T Fri 31st Jan - Open Morning (work celebration for parents) In Classrooms @ 9:00
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Reception Applications

If your child was born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021, they are due to start pr
school in September 2025, you must compl ete
by the deadline of thel5 January 2025 . All applications must be made to your local authority.

For Hounslow residents this is online using eAdmissions:at: JIT0o ensurg
that you have completed your application form and submitted it correctly please make sure you

an application reference number.

Nursery Admi ssions 2025

Applications for our Nursery will open in January 2025. Children born between 1 September 202
31 August 2022 will be eligible to start in the Nursery class in September 2025.

Il f you have any questi onslj prbveparg elmasihl Hay



https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
mailto:office@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk
https://www.groveparkpta.org/home
https://www.groveparkpta.org/donations
mailto:contact@groveparkpta.org

Bl ack History Month at

Being part of a strong and diverse community is very important t I T
at Grove Park: our school, local area and nation are all }

wonderfully diverse and inspirational and this has been the foc S Ouens
our celebrations during 202450

Black History Month (BHM) in October is a wonderful opportunit
schools, organisations and communities to be part of national e
to honour the accomplishments of people of African and Carib
heritage. Each year we choose a theme as the focus for Black
Month (BHM). This year we explore8tories of Celebration .
Throughout the month of October, we celebrated the succ
stories of black people, who have made remarkable contributi
the UK and globally.

Written by Maria Isabel Sanchez Vegara
Tllustrated by Anna Katharina Jansen

Some of ou
BHM assemblies were centred on the brillig
series of books: OLit

explores the lives of outstanding people, frg
designers and artists, to scientists and activig
All of them achieved incredible things, yet ea
began life as a child with a dream. It was trul
mesmerising to hear about Jesse Owens, the g
track and field star, who rose to fame after Hig

the racism on the world stage and made new world records.

Closer to home we were in awe of the story of Flo
Benjamin and her story cal
was ten years old, Floella, along with her older sister and ——
younger brothers, set sail from Trinidad to London, to- :
reunited with the rest of their family. Floella's experienceg s
moving home and making friends really resonates with yc' ‘
children, and we were inspired by her trademark optin
and joy. This is a true story c i,‘
celebration with a powerft
message: that courage ar
determination can always
overcome adversity.

{ A huge highlight of BHM this year, was welcoming back the amazing

: the childrenos
certain that the children at Grove Park have been inspired by all they
learnt!
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community with their afterschoo//"
performances, sending us all off into
holidays with a festive spring in our step.

Thank you to the PTA team who kept us all warm and cosy with m_
wine and hot chocolate! ‘

Merry Christmas from everyone in Key Stage Two.

Turkey & All The Tri mmings'!

Our brilliant new catering company The Lunchtime Co. have been keen for |
feedback as they started their culinary journey at GP, including a parent te
afternoon and pupil voice session with School Council. But perhaps the most wo- 3
feedback they could have wished for was the rapturous round of applause tha®
given to them in The Hub on Tuesday"lDecembed Christmas Lunch Day! All ¢=

tasty turkey were all part of a trulgs g
mouthwatering plate of food. Festi
music played, crackers were pull
jokes were told and chocolate puddig
- Was devoured. The cheers and cl
= for the catering team were tru
deserved!

at the scenery, cheerlng for Bell e and
extravaganza O6Beauty and The Beastd.
r =N m 2 nearly raised the roof of this majes
\ " building when Silly Billy gave Gro
Park a shout out! Nearly 300 childrg
and adults enjoyed the show (and (T
" icecream) and it was so lovely to ha
such praise from members of the pu
if or the <children
&4 behaviour on the underground duri
§= our journey. A tale as old as time th
& we will remember forever!




Reading Champi ons At \

What a busy term it has been, the children have truly embraced the worl™ &
books!

We are thrilled to share the fantastic work our Reading Champions =
been doing to make our library an even more inviting and inspiring plac

alll These dedicated students have been brimming with creative ide
improve the library. They have been busy brainstorming exciting then’” ¥

make each corner more engaging and meaningful for readers of all agt--

bring their vision to life, the Reading Champions have created Vil ,
information posters to guide readers and make the library morefusedly. vg
The team will now be taking on the important task of organising the lib -
and sorting books into categories, ensuring everything is easy to find. W /
so proud of their commitment and teamwor k
their efforts wildl continue to enhance our

giving us the money to buy lots of new books!

%f' - In Reception, the children have delighted in reading a variety of fiction fand

/4 . : :
- . nofiction books connected [

: oy ned
‘ ese

N animals in the UK and in faraway places, drawing pictures and wrifing

. captions to share their leaning.

& N happy ending to finish their narratives.

This term, Year 2 have been reading differgnt

and 6The Ninjabread Manbo. They have made cJo

tale, freezd r a me d t he mai n events from O6The Pea fand

twisted tale based upon 6Snow Whited.

Il n Year 3, the children have enjoyed readi g

develop their reading comprehension skills by answering questions about each chapter.

During this ter m, Year 4 have continued to

After finishing the book, they wrote their own book reviews about it, thinking carefully about What

they enjoyed and who they might recommend it to.

Year 5 have started their new whole class reading

60Fl oodl and?d. | t has pr ov ofls | g d

global warming and climate change, especially as the pre
is a world where the ice caps have melted and sea I
have risen, despite it being written in the year 2000.

In Year 6, the children have been looking at sequel wr
and writing their-r own seq

completing and publishing “\ e s

shared and read their narratives to the Year 2 children.




Lunchti me Fun!

This half term the PTA provided us with some money for some playgi

zones. On the Astro we have created a building zone, trying to promogsse
the wonderfully creative ideas and building skills that the children lo

di spl ay. |l tds been great to sece
playing with the Octoplay pieces. What creation will they think of né

8 younger children how to play some of t
x skipping activities. Overall, the children hg
" really embraced the new ideas and zones
the playground which has been brilliant to g
over the past half term. Well done everyon

Showstopping Performance!

As the stage lights twinkled, the Year 1 Christmas Concert got off to a spectacular start wi
children in their festive outfits. They spent three weeks, rehearsing songs and putting togeth@r soms
FABULOUS choreography. It was a joy to watc
time, as they practised and became the inspiring performers that we all enjoyed on the day. The ghildrer
sang a variety of traditional and modern Christmas songs. The children truly shone brightly anfl gave
their absolute best performances on the day! Miss Bisson and Miss Tyler were immensely proudjas we

Page 6



Christmas Jumper Day

At Grove Park we talk very passionately about our TREE logo and values of Trust, Respect, Enpathy
and Enthusiasm. So, how perfect that the charity we chose to support for our annual Chrigtmas
Jumper & Charity Day ha#opamd&d dée hedmFedayiiBi p a p |
December, as Miss Davies stood ready to lead assembly, the usual sea of blue GP jumpgrs was
replaced with a myriad of festive attire: red, green, sparkles, reindeer, snowflakes, glitter and sg@quins!
The school was full of bright colours, while we tried our hardest to fill buckets with cash and ghake
orHine donations for The Mulberry Centre based at West Middlesex Hospital. We have supportgd the
work of The Mulberry Centre for a few years now and we truly believe it to be a very worthy cauge. In
assembly, Miss Davies spoke about the brilliant work of the charity and the support, advice, actpvities,
therapies and respite that The Mulberry offers to cancer patients at all stages of their diagfosis,
treat ment and journey. Their O0Hope Unddirt otgh ean
opportunity to spread joy, compassion, and hapaong their clients, their families, volunteers, stdff,

and the wider community at this time of year. More information and ways to donate can be foun§l on
their website!

Thank you to every child and adult who brought joy by wearing t
jumpers on Friday 18Decembed showing our commitment to helpirgy
others where we can. The Mulberry Centre have asked us to pa

T

their heartfelt thanks to you all for remembering their clients =

donating where possible. Grove Park has so far raised a fab
£233.64! Contributing to the lives of others and supporting ¢
community are hugely important to us at GP and we hope to cont
to help The Mulberry Centre in the future as part of our commitmer
our TREE values.

More Panto Fun!

1 festive songs throughout the pantomime. One of the most exciting
of the event was thdVe Wish You a Merry Christmasmpetition. Th

§ energy in the hall was contagious, and both sides gave it thei
) making it a fun and festive highlight of the performance.



https://themulberrycentre.co.uk/hopeunderthetree/

ant Breakfast Bar s

batch per table. After stirring everything together, we pressed our mixture fi

y into containers and left them to set overnight in the fridge. The following ¢
we got to enjoy our tasty treat and, as they were so delicious, we have q
) writing instructions to ensure everyone knows how to make these delec

to make sure our instructions were cl
to understand and what additional detaff ‘

___alternative ingredients and preci ‘
e adverbials) to ensure the results werelES il
Y= X D
<= the baker would expect. The best exa \T I
even went into Mrs Kavanag e amy XE :
make them in future! e mﬁ' '

»

B their learning environment, and using the classroom resources effectively

‘ The topic for this _half
‘ 'Y ™Ml A ound the Worldd, ¢
RS special visit fr oTheyly
7 A ) | really enjoyed meeting all the different anim?
% and it was so lovely to see all the childr
* engaged and motivated.

- In class, the children have enjoyed playing

' t he

} role play

f area. They have been very busy taking gare
of all the sick animals and learning abqut
the role of a vet.

SR——

The children were very excited to take pgrt
. in their very first Christmas production [
Grove Park. They worked very hard learnjng
" all the words to the festive songs and frogty
- snowman poem and they did an amazfpg e
job! We are so proud of you Nursery!
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Eco Counci |

On Friday 13th December, during our annual Christmas Jumper Day, we held our first Eco Cpuncil

meeting. It was a pleasure to meet the team and introduce the Eco Councillors from each clas§. Each
councillor shared why they wanted to join the Eco Council, with inspiring reasons such as encofraging
more recycling, reducing litter, helping animals, protecting nature, and fighting global warming.

The group then came together to discuss important environmental issues within the school ghd the
local community. We brainstormed ideas for future projects and upcoming meetings, with evgryone
excited to make a positive impact. Some fantastic ideas emerged, including: selling plants, veggtables
and herbs grown in the allotment to raise

funds for further ecanitiatives; starting &

litter-picking club and creating a mi

gardeners group to help care for the terrejs

and wild area.

We are looking forward tg

sharing our plans with ous

classes and workink

together this year t¢

create a more sustainal>

school environment! :

Yed@8® Sparkling ti

On December 12th, Year 2 dazzled with their delightful performant
The Twinkly NativityThe play followed the classic Nativity tale, featur
Mary, Joseph, the angels, shepherds and the Three Kings, all set €
the backdrop of a starry Christmas night. Of course, a Grove Park
was added with a joke about the

Over the Autumn 2 half term, the children practised tirelessly to reme_|
their lines and the actions for each song. They were often complim &,
by passing staff members who heard their wonderful singing voices ¢ "%
their daily practices! '

All their hard work paid off on the day the hall was filled with thei

beautiful voices as they sang a selection of songs that were stuss
; T everyoneos

brought a tear to the eyes of proud parents ahd
teachers!

The Twinkly Nativitywas a true reflection of thg

creativity, enthusiasm, and festive spirit of Year 2. fhe

childrends beaming S mi es

sparkling performances made it a magical experiencg fob

everyone involved. Well done to all the performersffor
T shining so brightly!
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At Grove Park, we are aspirational for every single one of our children and

them all to reach their potential, now and throughout their lives. Therefore ‘ ’? ¥

are still feeling complete and utter pride about our wonderful OFSTED inspe

where Grove Park was judged to b

captured so many of the inspiring things that make GP such an amazing pl; o

be: terrific trips, a creative curriculum, fantastic phonics, real readerdorid

learners, and beautiful behaviour. In the OFSTED framework, attendance is g

part of the O06Behaviour & Attit udeIAnEND NCEMAmRs
inspection team noted our commitment to excellent attendance for all o

Grove Parkers. The team carefully analysed our attendance data and reported

that o Leaders have effective systems for ensuring that pupil
high® ¢

Being in school as often as possible is vital for our Grove Parkers to achieve their best outcomes academically, sebipihemtally and
emotionally and also means that our children have the opportunity to take part in all of the wonderful lessons, experidraivities
that were noted by our OFSTED team! We want your children to be part of everything on offer and we love seeing them évery day

In our Autumn 1 newsletter, we shared that 51 children across the school had attendelowe 90% - the Department for Education (Df
describes this % as being a 6persistent absent eed. nt& months the
number of bugs and viruses going around increases, so it is positive to see that our number of pupils with attendand@%bdias/ 120
gone up.

Miss Davies will soon be sending herhaké r ml'y Parentmail to all par ent s o forycThis wil
be a plea to work closely together in the new term to improve the attendance of these children. New and even tighteegaidediow in
place from the Department of Education.

I f you receive a Parentmail about your <childds attendafomg

Hounslow or external agencies to help your child be in school as often as possible.

Some parents have said that receiving letters from Miss Davies or the Local Authority can be the ¢

worry. Whilst we have to send these letters in line with \

pl ease know that the most i mportant thing to

a cause for concern. Parents and school all want the best for our Grove Parkers and there are lots of

services available if you are finding it hard to get your child into school or to bring them to school or d

Family life can be busy and stressful, so please contact us if the mornings aredtndhen children arrivi eve a

late they can feel very anxious and embarrassed about walking into the classroom when the day has brlng S neW
started & we want to avoid this. Children who are late also miss half an hour of learning as lessor

promptly after the registerlf your child arrives after 9:20am this counts as an unauthorised Of) f) om‘undws
absence mark in the register.

We know that there are unavoidable reasons why children may be absent and if children are re:
unwell for school, they should indeed be resting and recovering. Parents know their children best, b
are ever unsure whether your child should be at school, please contact Miss Deborah or the Schox
This NHS website is also really helpful:

As Mi ss Davies shared at al | of the O6Meet t he Teach dae @il =

considered by Hounslow 19 sessions (usually equivalent to 5 school days) of unauthorised absence within a rolling 10 week
period.

Not missing days of school really helps children to feel connected with their friends; when children are late to sclsed ibicah be hard
for them to catch up on missed learning and know what games their friends are playhig can all affect how they feel abotie day
ahead.

We still want to reduce the number of holidays during teime. The majority of our families at Grove Park have relatives iveabroad
and the cost of flights/accommodation increases during the school holidays. These are very frustrating facts of life ealy de
empathised but the guidelines are very strict and Miss Davies can only authorise term time lea@gyiexceptional circumstances and
for family holidays.

It is really difficult for children not to talk to the staff or their friends about forthcoming holidays or why they have #zsent so we ar
really grateful to families for being open and honest about where children are when they are not in &thaok you for compting the|
Term Time Leave forms. Knowing all children are safe and well is always our priority.

As Autumn 2 draws to a close, our attendance is curre88y8% meaning we are only just below our-gning
MAK[THIS and aspirational target of 96%! There really is
together, providing support to families where it is needed and embracing each day in school as a unique

CUUN]’ in time for your children to make memories and grow every day.

OPupils thrive at Grove Park School . They enj o
classroom. 0

ar e:

bril

at

)


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65e8ae343649a2001aed63aa/Summary_table_of_responsibilities_for_school_attendance__applies_from_19_August_2024_.pdf
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/schools_and_colleges/1544/school_attendance_and_absence
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/#:~:text=If%20your%20child%20has%20mild,they%20can%20go%20to%20school

Away From Homel

At the end of last term, our Year 6 students embarked
on an exciting and actiopacked residential trip to PGL,
where they had the opportunity to engage in a range of
thrilling outdoor activities that tested their courage,
| teamwork, and resilience. The trip proved to be a
remarkable experience, offering both personal growth
& and unforgettable memories!

! Throughout the adventure, the children participated in a
variety of exhilarating challenges, including rock climbing, the zipwire, the
giant swing, Aeroball, orienteering and survival skills workshops in the
woods. The rock climbing and zipwire were particular highlights, pushing the

air on the zipwire. The giant swing was another thrilling activity, as students worked together
themselves higher and higher before being
: e o “'*%towards the ground! Even Miss Da

i In Aeroball, the children demonstrated excellent teamwork

|

3 techniquesd all while immersing themselves in
he natural environment.

Beyond the activities themselves, the |
provided an invaluable opportunity for the children to bond with their p
and develop important life skills. They showed remarkable cooper
supporting one another through each challenge, and their positive ati
towards every task was truly inspiring. They showed their enthus
throughout each day, but a particular highlight was always our mini de
partesinbet ween activitiesé if PGL
confidently knowing the moves to the macarena! As a Year 6 cohort
== politeness and respect towards all the PGL

G “whether they were in the canteen, on an acti

I8 s N

_: The Year 6 trip to PGL was an outstanding success, offering a pgrfect
© balance of adventure, personal development and fun. The students rejurned
- with newfound confidence, a stronger sense of camaraderie and I@sting
' memories that will stay with them for years to come. We know that marg

Ex you would have spent your haiérm holidays listening to stories abdut

f§ OPassport around the worl do andjthe

= the children for being such wonderful ambassadors for Grove Park.
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