
Page 1 ~ INSPIRING EACH OTHER ~                                                   GROVE PARK PRIMARY                             

Autumn 2 is always busy at Grove Park - full of fun and excitement and this year has been no 
exception.  
 
One of the things that we love the most is welcoming you, the parents and guardians of our                            
wonderful children, into school - so you can see the result of their hard work... but this year we 
thought we had done something wrong as there were parents crying everywhere!!! Donõt worry, 
we soon found out that they were tears of pride and happiness as you watched your children             
perform. From Nursery all the way up to Year 6 the children had been working hard to learn their 
lines and it was great that so many of you could join us for our various singing events and           
performances (we will provide tissues next year!)  

 
Despite being so busy, the children                  
continued to focus on one of our priorities 
at Grove Park, which is the environment - 
as we all know how important it is to                   
protect our planet. So, this term, it has 
been the job of our new Eco-Council to 
continue spreading the message of how we 
can continue to look after our local                          
environment, both inside and outside of the 
school. 
  
In September, the Eco-Council decided that 

they would focus on tackling littering, as well as helping us all make better choices in recycling the 
materials that we use day-to-day. The Eco-Council agreed to host a poster competition, with the 
aim of raising awareness about littering and educating us about why this is such a problem for 
our planet. They were absolutely blown away by the number of entries received for the                            
competition (which was over a hundred), and had the incredibly hard job of select the winning 
entries from across the year groups. To help them, they looked back at the criteria they created 
for a great information poster: bright colours, correct spelling and a powerful message. This 
helped them whittle all the entries down to nine. The winners were announced in a whole-school 
assembly, where they received their very own Eco-Warriors badge for all their hard work in                  
promoting the important message of environmental responsibility. The winning posters will be  
displayed around the school.  
  
Alongside this work in school, outside of school Rafe and Bay                 
decided to tidy up their neighbourhood (Wilmington Avenue) this 
month and save our neighbours from all the fallen leaves, while                    
also raising money for the school. They worked really hard for three 
weekends sweeping up leaves from front gardens and raised £120 in 
total, thanks to their generous neighbours. Thank you so much Rafe 
and Bay - looking after the planet and raising money at the same 
timeé surely that is a win win!!! We are very proud of you!  
 
But it wasn't just Rafe and Bay raising money this term - a huge 
thank you as always to the PTA and all individual donors. We                    
honestly couldn't make Grove Park as amazing as it is without you. A 
PTA update is attached with this newsletter! 
 
*All items in the newsletter with a  have been fully/partially funded by you.  
 

Have a lovely break and see you all in January!  

UPCOMING EVENTS  
¶ Tuesday 9th Jan - Children back to school  
¶ Friday 12th Jan - PTA pre-loved uniform sale @ 15:00  
¶ Friday 26th Jan - Year 3 Aspen Work Celebration Assembly @ 9:00  
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Exploring the World of Art! 

As the Autumn Term in Year 5 comes to an end, the 
children have been on an artistic journey, exploring the    
captivating world of still-life art and painting. This term's 
highlight was a truly enchanting art workshop hosted at the 
prestigious National Gallery, where our students had the 
unique opportunity to immerse themselves in the realm of 
artistic expression. Throughout the term, our art lessons have 
allowed the children to develop their skills and understanding 
of landscape art and painting. This knowledge set the stage 
for our visit to the National Gallery, an experience where the 
children were able to witness the magic of art come to life! 

During the visit, the children 
were treated to a first-hand exploration of the Gallery's impressive                
collection of artworks, even being privileged enough to have the chance 
to closely examine various paintings. The excursion was also a fantastic 
opportunity for the children to apply their learning from the classroom. 
A significant moment during the visit was the in-depth analysis of Luca 
Giordanoõs renowned still life of Perseus turning Phineas to stone.                
Drawing from their understanding of still life art and painting, the                    
children critically examined the techniques employed in the creation of 
this masterpiece. Inspired by this, once back at school they took on the 
challenge of crafting their own still life painting, experimenting with              
continuous line drawings and imagining the evolving narrative within 
their paintings over time. 

The National Gallery provided more 
than just a showcase of art; it was a space where storytelling came 
to life. The fantastic guides at the gallery skilfully narrated the tales 
behind each painting, making the experience both educational and 
mesmerizing. The children not only expanded their artistic horizons 
but also gained insightful facts that added depth to their                        
understanding of art and its impact. We look forward to the                        
upcoming term, where the spirit of creativity and inspiration will             
continue to flourish! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery Applications 2024  

Applications for our Nursery will open in January 2024. Children born between 1 September 
2020 and 31 August 2021 will be eligible to start in the Nursery class in September 2024. All       
applications must be sent to us directly at office@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk by Friday 8th 
March 2024 .  

The application form can be downloaded from the website in January 2024: 

https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Nursery-Admissions/ 

If you have any questions, please email Hayley OõBrien at office@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk  
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This term, Year 3 went on their first trip of the year! After 
a train journey and a long walk, we arrived at Fulham 
Palace ready for our mud-larking experience along the 
Thames foreshore. Before going onto the shore, we      
predicted what we thought we might find hidden beneath 
the rocks. Then, working in groups, we discovered lots of 
artefacts from the past and used our observation skills to 
work out what time period they came from. Our treasures 
included pottery, sea glass, bricks, metal parts from boats 
and even a fossil of a sea urchin! When we arrived back 

to school, we shared everything we had found and thought about our favourite 
part of the trip. We loved having the opportunity to discover and explore these special artefacts, with the 
help of our fantastic tour guides!  

In Maths, we have been practising multiplying and dividing, becoming experts at 
our 2, 3, 4 and 8 times tables. Despite the weather getting colder, we have      
continued to take our learning outside to practise using arrays to multiply and 
grouping to divide. We have loved using the chalk (thank you Miss Mead) and  
finding different natural resources around the playground to create our                       
mathematical representations! To practise our 8 times tables, we also worked in 
groups to create and have a go at our own chalk hopscotch. As we were jumping 
along, we recited counting in 8s and then thought of         
multiplication and division number sentences. 

As part of our Art curriculum this term, we have been 
painting, focussing on the artists Vincent Van Gogh, 
Claire Bremner and Claude Monet. We have learnt 
about tints and tones and practised using different brush 

strokes to recreate Van Goghõs famous Starry Night painting. Following this, 
we explored the sgraffito painting technique, using lolly sticks and the end of 
our paint brushes to scratch patterns into the background of our landscape 
paintings. We tried hard to use a range of warm and cold colours, using our 
colour mixing skills to create a nice contrast of light and dark.  
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Archaeology Rocks! 

What an amazing bunch of athletes we have in our midst. 16 of our Year 6 children were selected to     
represent Grove Park at the local cluster Sports Hall Athletics Competition. A total of 8 schools attended 
the competition with over 120 children taking part. 
Our incredible athletes set records on the day; breaking 
records in Vertical Jump, Javelin and Standing Long 
Jump. Everyone that took part showed great                   
determination and teamwork, which resulted in the 
team achieving 2nd place overall. This means the               
athletics team have now made it through to Borough 
Finals. A massive well done to everyone that took part, 
you should be really proud of yourselves! 

Sporting Talent! 
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Being part of a strong and diverse community is very important to us at Grove Park: our 
school, local area and nation are all so wonderfully diverse and inspirational and this has been the               
focus of our celebrations during 2023õs Black History Month.  

Black History Month (BHM) in October is a wonderful opportunity for schools, organisations and                      
communities to be part of national events to honour the accomplishments of people of African and                 
Caribbean heritage. This year, our Black History Month theme at Grove Park combined the BHM theme 
of ôsaluting our sistersõ with our school motto: ôinspiring each otherõ. ôSaluting our sistersõ was definitely 
an inspirational theme as we explored the exceptional stories, journeys and achievements of black                
women and women of mixed heritage, who have made significant contributions to literature,              

music, fashion, sport and more.  

Some of our BHM assemblies were centred on the brilliant series of 
books: ôLittle People, Big Dreamsõ. This is a bestselling biography series 
for children that explores the lives of outstanding people, from                           
designers and artists to scientists and activists. All of them achieved 
incredible things, yet each began life 
as a child with a dream. It was truly 
mesmerising to hear about Mae 
Jemison, the first African American 
female astronaut ð Maeõs journey 
into space and also to achieve her 
goals were both remarkable! Closer 

to home we were in awe of the story of Rhaune Laslett. Rhaune, 
who lived in Notting Hill with her mum and dad, wanted to                   
highlight and celebrate the diversity in her area by putting on a                  
festival (which we now know as Notting Hill Carnival). The first                
festival was in 1966 and it's got bigger and bigger since then.                   
Organisers today say it's the second biggest carnival in the world, 
and the biggest one in Europe ð and all started with a childõs dream to celebrate diversity! Another                 
example of a sister we should definitely be saluting!  

A huge highlight of BHM this year, was welcoming back the amazing Arts Education Group, BigFoot. 
The children loved the workshops last year and BigFoot were invited to 
share some more stories, music and dance with the children of Grove Park 
(even our own Carnival ð we think Rhaune would have been proud!). 

Thank you to the PTA for your contributions which allowed us to welcome 
these  workshops to our school, enriching and deepening the childrenõs             
cultural knowledge and 
understanding.  

We are certain that the 
children at Grove Park 
have been inspired by 
all they have learnt. 

Black History Month at Grove Park 
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As the stage lights twinkled, the Year 1 Christmas Concert got off to a spectacular start with the children 
in their sparkly costumes to symbolise the starry night sky on the day Jesus was born. They spent three 
weeks, practising songs and putting together some SHOW STOPPING choreography. It was a joy to 
watch the childrenõs confidence and enthusiasm grow over this time as they practised and became the 
inspiring performers that we enjoyed on the day. The children sang a variety of modern nativity songs to 
portray the Christmas story. All the songs were performed beautifully, but ôCamelsõ and Wise Men Are 
Weõ were definitely the firm favourites within both classes. Fortunately, no parents were hurt during the 
action of the camels! The children truly shone brightly and gave their best performances. Miss Pickering 
and Mrs Kay were immensely proud, as were the parents. There were a lot of tears and huge                         
celebrations. We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone involved! 
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Shining Stars! 

All the staff at Grove Park are amazing ð they all make such a 
huge difference to the life of our school. So, welcoming new   
members of the GP crew is always a joy. This half-term three very 
important people joined the senior leadership team for a day and 
wow did they have an impact! Mr Max Grant, Mr Will Grant (Mr 
G) and Mr Henry Watkins took over the Headship of the school 
on Thursday 7th December. What a 
busy day they had, their leadership 
tasks included: welcoming everyone 
at the start of the day; speaking to 
and touring prospective parents; 

carrying out lesson observations; giving feedback to staff; reading a story to 
Nursery & Year 1 and having lunch with ôcolleaguesõ in the Headteacherõs 
Office. Miss Davies learnt a lot from these three amazing leaders and is 
looking forward to seeing who will take on the role next year.  

 

All of Grove Park thank Mr Watkins, Mr Grant Jnr and Mr G for all their 
hard work and inspirational leadership for the day. Miss Davies is already 
wondering who will win the opportunity this year. Remember to enter the 
raffle at the next Summer Fair! 

Three Heads Are Better Than One! 



VOLUME 5, ISSUE 2 

 

 

 

Page 6 

 

Grove Parkõs commitment to anti-bullying is summed up in 
our TREE values at Grove Park: Trust, Respect, Empathy 
and Enthusiasm. Although we all try our best to show 
these values every day, Odd Socks Day in November is 
always a great chance to stop, think and check that we all 
remember the importance of valuing each other and how 
to speak out if we have any worries.  

Odd Socks Day on Monday 20th November was an     
opportunity for the children (and staff) to have fun, be themselves and to celebrate kindness and   
uniqueness! As always, Odd Socks Day was embraced fully at Grove Park ð Miss Deborahõs choice of 
footwear is always fabulous (even on a normal day)! This annual event is an opportunity for the children 
to express themselves and for us all to celebrate our differences and individuality ð what we value most 

about our brilliant children at Grove Park! We saw  
polka dots and Pikachus, cats and clouds, plain and 
patterned, zebras and zigzags, dots and dogs ð an 
amazingly assorted collection of footwear reflecting the 
diversity of our local and global community! One of 
Miss Daviesõ assemblies this term was all about the  
importance of ôlooking forwardõ or ôlooking upõ ð but 
Odd Socks Day is definitely viewed best when looking 
down at the floor! Thank you all for joining in such a 
poignant day with Grove Park empathy and           
enthusiasm! 

Animal Extravaganza! 

Year 2 had a very exciting start to the half-term, as they             
visited Cavendish School to take part in a mobile zoo                     
workshop. We walked into the hall and were immediately       
greeted by two adorable meerkats named Stewart & Sunny.  

The   leaders told us that meerkats live in the Kalahari  Desert 
and enjoy eating scorpions ð rather them than us! It was                    
fascinating watching the meerkats scurry around in their travel 

cage, however we were ready to meet some animals we could touch. First up was a giant thorny stick 
insect - Oakley. He lived up to his name and was absolutely massive. Some of the children were braver 
than the staff when handling the insects (Miss Najma is not an insect fan)! Then we met then met some 
scaly reptiles, such as a tortoise named Lulu, a snake named Ozzy and a  bearded dragon called Stella. 
After that we were able to touch some fluffier friends such as Bayley the rabbit and Dorito the duprasi. 

The animal we were most surprised to meet was Blossom the 
skunk! A few of us were worried Blossom was going to let off a 
disgusting smell, but we were assured  that she hadnõt sprayed 
in her whole 6-year life. We can confirm skunks are actually 
adorable and donõt smell in the slightest!  

Overall Year 2 had a fantastic day, and are now convinced Miss 
Davies should let us have a duprasi as a school pet. 

Lets Be Odd Together! 
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Our First Term In Reception! 

WOW it has been a 
very busy and exciting 
half term for Reception! 
We hav e ex p lo red    
nocturnal animals and 
loved reading ôOwl   
Babiesõ based on our 
topic ôLight and Darkõ. 

The children have spent lots of time in our role play areas, pretending to be astronauts in our space 
centre, going camping in our camp site and writing our Christmas post in our Post Office. 

We were lucky to have a visit from the owl man this half term and the children were amazed to see so 
many different owls. The children had a giggle when listening to the kookaburra laugh and we were 
fortunate enough to gently stroke their feathers. We were so excited to talk about all the facts we had 
learnt! 

Reception got busy making missing posters when  
Mummy Owl from ôOwl Babiesõ went missing from the 
classroom. We used our phonics to describe what she 
looked like and posted them around the school.                  
Luckily Mummy Owl was found safe and well! 

We have been so busy in maths this term, learning all 
about shapes and numbers to 5. We enjoyed going on 
shape hunts in the playground and exploring different 

ways to make numbers. We are all becoming magical mathematicians! 

The children have been thinking about what happens during the season of Winter and we have been 
looking at states of matter by exploring what happens to ice when it gets warm.  

Some Christmas fairies visited our Forest School this term, we were so excited to see the magical glitter 
they had left and enjoyed making miniature house for them. 

We are so proud of how beautifully the Children performed at their Christmas Nativity ôMaryõs                     
Knittingõ. The children worked so hard to learn all the lyrics and actions. The daily practises all paid off 
and they did an amazing job! 



 

 

 

The Nursery children have had a fantastic half term.  They quickly settled back in after the October 
break, and have enjoyed making new friends, exploring their learning environment and using the     
classroom resources effectively.  

The topic for this half term was ôLight and Darkõ, and the   
children started with thinking about different events that take 
place at this time of the year and learning all about Bonfire 
Night, too. 

Nursery had a very special visit from some owls and a                   
kookaburra, too. It was so lovely to see all the children engaged and motivated. They 
thought that the kookaburra was great, especially when it started to laugh! In class, at the art area, 

they got to make some lovely owl puppets. 

As part of our topic the children learnt about Space, and enjoyed 
listening to stories such as ôWhatever Next!õ and ôThe Way Back 
Homeõ. During our carpet times the children discussed going on 
their own adventure to Space, and what they would take with them 
if they ever got to go! 

Over the past few weeks, the children have worked very hard   
practising the songs for their very first Christmas performance. They were very excited to perform in 
front of their grown-ups, and they did an amazing job! We were all blown away by how well the   
Nursery children performed to their excited audience. They really did themselves proud! Nursery sang so 
beautifully, remembered their words and even used actions in the performance.  

Forest School  

Year 2 Maple have been braving the elements for their Forest School session this 
half term, and they have embraced all of their, slightly muddy, learning           
opportunities. They had a very special visit from the Grove Park Forest Fairies, 
and they were tasked with making some wonderful fairy homes! Maple showed 
brilliant teamwork skills, carefully considering each element of their house (some 
even had a swimming pool!), and then they placed a fairy mushroom to let the 
fairies know that their new homes were ready. We hope they enjoyed their stay! 
Maple Class have also been showing off their engineering skills! For their final  
session, they were challenged to create their own mini raft, fit for a forest      
creature. They had to consider how many sticks to use, the sizes of the sticks, and add a leaf sail! They 
had great fun and were very proud of themselves when their rafts were a success!   

Snowflake Snowflake, little Snowflakeé 

If your child was born between 1 September 2019 and 31 August 2020, they are due to start primary 
school in September 2024, you must complete an online application for your childõs primary school place 
by the deadline of the 15 January 2024. All applications must be made to your local authority. 

You must use their common application form. For Hounslow residents this is online using eAdmissions at:  

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20028/primary_admissions/1906/primary_school_admissions  

Reception Admissions 2024 

https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20028/primary_admissions/1906/primary_school_admissions

