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Spring Has Sprung!

Grove Park Primary
~ inspiring each other ~

SPRING 2 - 2022

With the lifting of Covid-19 restrictions, it has been a difficult
half term for us at Grove Park. During one of our most
challenging weeks we had up to 13 staff absent at the same
time! The absences impacted the whole school, from the
leadership team, to the admin team, SMSA’s, teachers and
teaching assistants. No area of the school was left untouched.
Every year group was affected to a varying extent but, despite
this level of absence, we managed to keep the school open with
the support of the whole team and ANZUK (our supply teacher
agency). Thank you to all the parents whose classes have been
impacted for your understanding during this time. Your kind emails and empathy has been
appreciated.
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As we write this newsletter, slowly but surely we have seen ALL staff return to school and
yesterday, for the first time this half term, we had a full staff team. We hope that all those who
have been unwell are able to recuperate fully over the Easter holidays.
In usual Grove Park style, not only was the school kept open, but the events planned for the half
term went ahead as planned and what a busy half term it has been! There were so many
highlights including Reading Week with bedtime stories, World Book Day, bike-ability, a visit from
the chicks, school trips, parent teacher meetings and much more... but our favourite event was the
return of ‘Open Morning’. For the first time in over 2 years we welcomed you back into school to
see all your children's amazing work. It was so lovely having you in the classrooms, to see the
environment that your children learn in every day and the amount of work that they produce in
their books. So many parents commented on the volume and challenge of the learning! The
children really enjoyed being able to show you their work and their classrooms. As restrictions
lift, we look forward to having you in school more often.
One of the impacts of the staff absences however is the capacity to write our usual jam-packed
newsletter, as the priority has been on the children in the classroom. This newsletter will be
shorter and more information-focused, including important reminders. We have a bumper edition
planned for Summer Term 1 which will include events from Spring Term 2.
Our tree logo reminds us that growth is such an important factor in the success and happiness of
our school. The voice of you, the parents and carers of our wonderful Grove Parkers, is key to our
future development and planning. Therefore, we would be love to hear your views through this
year’s Parent Survey https://forms.gle/DTYMvvkYkx3eQNTR8. We are really keen to gain parents’
views on a range of topics including Parents Forum, Aktiva, PTA and Parent Workshops. We
know life is busy – so Miss Rodrigues has worked her magic and made sure the survey only takes
a few minutes to complete. Thank you so much in advance – your views and opinions really help
to shape our school and keep you, our families at the centre of everything we do.
As Ramadan (the month of fasting) is approaching, Miss Hayat, Miss
Monira, Miss Rasha and Miss Shirin brought in a delicious feast as a
special treat for the staffroom. We know this is a significant time of year
for many members of our school community. We have never tasted such
amazing cous cous!
The date list for Summer 1 and Summer 2 is at the back of this newsletter, which includes Sports
Day. They are also on the website https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/News/Calendar-of-Events/
UPCOMING EVENTS
•
•
•
•

Tuesday 19th April - Return to School
Monday 2nd May - Bank Holiday - School Closed
Thursday 5th May - Polling Day - School Closed
Monday 9th May - KS2 SATS Week
GR O V E P A R K P R I M A R Y

~ I NS P I R I NG E A C H O TH ER ~

Goodbye and Welcome Back!
This term we say goodbye to Miss Gabi. Miss Gabi has worked with a number of children at Grove Park
over the last couple of years as a SEN teaching assistant and is leaving us to pursue a career in
Psychology. She worked with children in a number of different year groups, so is well known by many
staff and children. Gabi, we wish you all the best as you in your role as a Youth Intensive
Psychological Practitioner (Wow!!!). We are sure our paths will cross again in the future.
We also say goodbye to Miss G who has been an integral part of the team whilst
Miss Hayley has been on maternity leave. Many of you will have been greeted by
Miss G’s smiling face in the office. Guerdine, we would like to say a huge thank you for all of your hard
work during your time at Grove Park and we look forward to hearing about your amazing career in the
future. And as we say goodbye, we also say a huge welcome back to Miss Hayley and look forward to
having her back in school with us again!

Nursery Applications 2022
Children can take up a free 15-hour place in a school nursery in the September after their third birthday.

They can’t be admitted before the school year in which they reach the age of four.
Children born between 1 September 2018 and 31 August 2019 will be eligible to start in the nursery class of a Hounslow
school in September 2022.
The closing date is 6 May 2022
The application form can be found at https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Nursery-Admissions/

Be Safe On The Street
Since the introduction of Hounslow’s School Streets, which includes Nightingale Close, we
have noticed lots of children walking, scooting and cycling in the middle of the road. A gentle
reminder that although this quieter streets scheme is in place, residents and other drivers with
exemptions still use the road regularly even during school times. Please help us prevent any
future accidents by only using the pavements.

Miss Deborah Says…..
At the end of last term, Miss Deborah was out in the playground with her board and bell reminding
us all of the importance of not bringing food to school that contains nuts, kiwis and pineapples. We
currently have a number of children (and staff) who have airborne
allergies to those items and can even be impacted by products that say
‘may contain’.
Please be careful when you are packing lunch boxes and remind children
that they shouldn't share food at school.
We thank Miss Deborah for her commitment to keeping the school
(especially lunchtimes) a safe place and for her never-ending enthusiasm
towards everything at Grove Park!
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School Meals Increase
We have tried our best to keep our school meals prices static at £2.35 over the past 4 years. However, due to an increase
in food inflation, to mitigate the increasing material costs that are now being experienced and the increase in labour costs
brought about by recent government announcements (that come into effect from April) we have to increase the price of
school meals to £2.40. This will take effect from Tuesday 19th April 2022.
A reminder that with the new billing system, your child's account should be in credit BEFORE a meal is eaten. Chartwells
can refuse to provide meals on accounts that are in a persistent deficit.
If you have financial concerns please contact Vicky Rodrigues, Business and Operations Leader, to discuss.
If your families circumstances have changed please remember that you can apply for Frees School Meals funding which
includes a voucher over the holidays: https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/schools_and_colleges/61/free_school_meals
And there is a school clothing grant available for eligible families https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20025/
schools_and_colleges/1084/school_clothing_grants_-_secondary_and_primary

Returning Chromebooks & Laptops
The DFE has advised that the safety protocols that were pre-installed on the chrome books and
laptops, that were given to schools during the pandemic, are now expiring. We need to collect all
of the laptops and chromebooks and update the safety settings. Please can you begin to return
these to the office after the Easter holidays.

Cleaner Vacancy
We are currently looking for a cleaner to join the amazing team at GP. The premises team are integral in ensuring that we
are able to work in a clean and healthy environment every day and are an invaluable part of a school.
If you are interested in the role, which is 2 hours a day after school, are enthusiastic and have any commercial cleaning
experience - please visit the website for an application from https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/OurSchool/Work-with-us1/

Search Those Bookshelves!
Miss Elena, our lovely librarian, has sent out a plea: we have nearly 100 books missing!
Due to your amazing fundraising from the PTA we have been able to buy some lovely
new books but we want to add to the
collection, not replace those we already
have.
Over the Easter holidays , please can you
have a good check of your bookshelves at
home. You can identify a Grove Park
book as it has a library label on the spine
and a GP stamp inside. Thank you for
your help!
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Your Donations Make A Difference!
Thank you!
Dear All at Grove Park Primary School
Thank you very much for your recent donation of £433.30 to The Mulberry Centre. We really appreciate your wonderful support which is needed more than ever.
The Mulberry Centre is fully opened and given the positive demand for our remote services during lockdown, we continue to offer remote, as well as in-person services. This means we will be able to continue to provide support for
those who are unable to visit the Centre.

Many people have deferred getting screened during the pandemic, and/or treatments and operations have been delayed. We are experiencing a significant increase in demand for our services as more people come forward for testing and are diagnosed with more advanced stage cancers. Our services provide support to people as they come to
terms with their new situation.
In the last 21 years, we have cared for over 15,000 people affected by cancer. Our services are used by an increasing number of people each year. Last year saw an increase of 20% in demand for our services, and we helped more
than 780 people, delivering 944 therapy, 1929 counselling and psychological support sessions, and 751 welcome and
financial support sessions to people with cancer, their carers and those bereaved.
This year we need to raise over £480,000 to keep our services free. We are an independent charity, and we rely on
grants and local fundraising and the generosity of supporter like yourself.
For further information on our range of support services, or different ways to get involved and support our work,
please visit our website www.themulberrrycentre.co.uk .
Please do not hesitate to let us know if you have any questions about our work, it would be great to hear from you.
Thank you once again for your support.
With very best wishes
The Mulberry Centre Team

We need your support!. To find out more visit:
www.themulberrycentre.co.uk/support-us/

The Mulberry Centre - West Middlesex University Hospital, Twickenham Road, TW7 6AF
Tel: 020 8321 6300 web: www.themulberrycentre.co.uk

Holiday Vouchers and Holiday Clubs - Free School Meals
On Monday 4th April 2022 families eligible for Free School Meals will receive a £33 meal voucher for the Easter holiday
period. This will be distributed via Wonde.
In addition to this, Hounslow residents (eligible for Free School Meals) will receive a one off voucher to the value of £30 on
Friday, 1st April as part of the Household Support Fund Grant. If you have any questions please email
info@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk and we will reply as soon as possible.
Please remember that HAF holiday vouchers should also be accessible through your Wonde account. This will enable you to
book onto the free morning holiday club over Easter at Grove Park.
If you have any questions on signing up for the HAF holiday programme please contact Aktiva.
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Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA Update
We've reached the end of the spring term. It is typically a quiet term for fundraising but the snack sales have continued to be a
popular hit with children (and a few hungry parents too!). When we return in April we'll be moving into the busiest term for
fundraising at the school. Our next social event on the 28th April will be a QUINGO night. We'll be combining bingo balls with
quiz questions to create a new twist on things, and we'll also be serving a delicious curry (well that's the plan!) and offering a
cheeky little selection of drinks to buy. The focus as always will be about connecting our community, having some fun, and
raising money for our wonderful school.
Another date for your diary is the Summer Fair on Saturday 9th July. We'll be hoping to bask in warm weather and sunshine,
offering a selection of different food and drinks, plenty of fun and frolics, some great free activities and a few stalls from our local
community. We'll also be running our online auction and raffle, bringing you some terrific prizes from local businesses. More
details will follow next term!
In the meantime, we wish you all a wonderful, relaxing Easter break.
The Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA
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Grove Park Primary School

Calendar of Events – Summer Term 1
Week beginning

SUMMER TERM: Return to school Tuesday 19th April

Monday 18th April

Tues 19th April: Year 3 Swimming Lessons Begin
Wed 20th April: Reception and KS1 oral dental check
Wed 20th April: Y5 Camping Meeting for Parents @17:00 via Zoom
Fri 22nd April: Pre-loved uniform sale @15.00

Monday 25th April

After school clubs start – Aktiva & Spanish
Tues 26th April: Prospective Nursery Open Morning 9:15am
Thurs 28th April: Reception Willow Hearing Tests
Thurs 28th April: PTA Bingo Night @ 19:30
Fri 29th April: Reception Chestnut Hearing Tests

Monday 2nd May

Mon 2nd May: BANK HOLIDAY
Wed 4th May: Year 3 trip to Chiswick Kitchen Gardens
Thurs 5th May: POLLING DAY – School closed for children

Monday 9th May

KS2 SATS WEEK (Monday to Thursday)
Fri 13th May: Parent Workshop - Year 1 Phonics Screening Test @10:00 via Zoom

Monday 16th May

KS1 SATS WEEK 1
Friday 20th May: Reception Trip to The Wetlands Centre

Monday 23rd May

KS1 SATS WEEK 2
Wed 25th May: Y5 Camping at Thames Young Mariners
Thurs 26th May: Y5 Return from Camping approx. 10:00

Monday 30th May

HALF TERM: Return to school Monday 6th June

Grove Park Primary School

Calendar of Events - Summer Term 2

Week beginning

HALF TERM: Return to school Monday 6th June

Monday 6th June

Y1 PHONICS SCREENING CHECK
Y4 MULTIPLICATION CHECK
Wed 8th June: Class Photos in the morning
Wed 8th June: Y6 Swimming Assessment @ Brentford Leisure Centre
Wed 8th June: Chiswick Secondary School presentation to Year 5 Parents @18:00
Fri 10th June: Pre-loved Uniform Sale @ 15:00

Monday 13th June

HEALTHY SCHOOLS WEEK
Mon 13th June: EYFS & KS1 Sports Day @ Chiswick School
Tues 14th June: KS2 Sports Day @ Chiswick School

Monday 20 June

Tuesday 21st June: Parents Forum @18:00 via Zoom
Wed 22nd June: Year 2 Trip to Science Museum
Friday 24th June: Year 4 Trip to Go Ape Chessington

Monday 27th June

Mon 27th June: Year 3 Trip to Perivale Wood
Thurs 30th June: Pop Party Picnic
Thurs 30th June: Reception Children – Vision & Height/Weight Checks
Fri 1st July: Reception Checks continue & Year 6 Height & Weight

th

Monday 4th July

Tues 5th July: Meet The Teacher
Tues 5th July: Secondary School Transfer Day
Tues 5th July: Nursery staying for lunch
Sat 9th July: PTA Summer Fair

Monday 11th July

Wed 13th July: Y6 Production Night 1
Thurs 14th July: Y6 Production Night 2
Friday 15th July: Art Gallery (Hall)
Friday 15th July: Y6 Leavers Trip

Monday 18th July

Mon 18th July: Year 6 Leavers Graduation (Elder Class)
Tues 19th July: Year 6 Leavers Graduation (Oak Class)
Tues 19th July: Year 6 Leavers Lunch
Tues 19th July: Year 6 Leavers Party (PM)
Wed 20th July: End of term & 13.30 finish
INSET DAYS: Thursday 1st September and Friday 2nd September
Children return to school on Monday 5th September 2022

