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It has been so lovely welcoming many of you into school over the last couple of weeks. 
From the Nursery concert to the Year 6 Festive Fiesta, the halls (and classrooms) have 
been merry, with all in good spirits.  

We wanted to start the newsletter with a huge thank you to the PTA for their tireless 
work at a time when (once again!) school finances are strained beyond belief. A huge 
thank you to all parents and carers for supporting the PTA events and helping us provide 
so many opportunities to enrich the childrenõs learning.  

Our School Winter Fair was truly amazing! It was heart-warming to see so many     
members of our community generously donate their time, talents, and money to help 
raise such a fantastic amount for our school. The fair was buzzing with joy, laughter, and 
creativity, and it was especially wonderful to see the talented children of Grove Park, 
both past and present, taking part and shining. A special highlight for many was Mr 
Rickõs Bake Off competition, which was an absolute show-stopper and the highlight of the 
day! 

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Winter Fair 
such a memorable and successful event. What a brilliant 
community we have! 

Whilst we are saying thank youõs, with the Winter Fair being 
a particular highlight, we would also like to thank ôTree2meõ 
for donating the gorgeous tree that has been pride of place 
in the foyer. It is so beautiful and perfectly decorated by 
some of our ôlittle helpersõ.  

We are very excited to share that one of our talented pupils, 
Emilia in Year 2, recently appeared in a 
Zizziõs advert! Emilia took part in a professional photoshoot and was 
delighted to see herself featured in the final poster. Her sister Rosie 
also joined in the fun on the day, gaining a wonderful experience 
even though she didnõt appear in the final advert. We are very 
proud of Emilia and loved hearing about this exciting opportunity - 
well done, to our budding model!  

We also wanted to share a wonderful update about two of our  
superstar students, Bay and Oscar. They recently represented 
Hounslow at the London Youth Games and 

both performed brilliantly. Oscar placed 22nd out of 243         
competitors, and Bay came 30th out of 217 - an incredible 
achievement. Even more impressively, they were the fastest boy 
and girl for Hounslow! Weõre extremely proud of them!  
 
We wish everyone a restful break and a very Happy New Year! We 
look forward to welcoming you back to school in January refreshed 
and ready for a new term.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

¶ Monday 5th January ÅChildren back to school  

¶ Friday 30th January ÅOpen Morning for parents @9:00am  
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Tis the Season to Sparkle!  
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PTA Update - December 2025 

As the year draws to a close, we want to pause the festive bustle to say a huge thank 
you. The Friends of Grove Park PTA only works because so many of you pitch in. So 
whether thatõs 30 minutes selling snacks, a whole afternoon running a stall, managing  
pre-loved clothing sales, helping at the quiz night, selling Christmas trees, helping Santa in 
his grotto or donating money, thank you!  Every bit of help truly matters and we are so 
grateful. 

 

This term has been busy!  Here are some of the highlights: 

¶ The school quiz  in October brought out everyoneõs competitive streak. 

¶ Pre loved clothing sales  throughout the term have given uniforms a second life and 
helped families save money.  

¶ Snack sales have provided occasional sugar highs and kept our local dentists busy.  

¶ The Winter Fair  delivered festive fun and frolics, mirth and merriment and         
introduced Professional Wigglesworth to the 2025 Grove Parkõs Got Talent Winner - 
Sam! The talent wasnõt confined to the singing, dancing and musical abilities of 
our children. The ôBake Mr Rick out of Cakeõ competition entries were hugely       
impressive with Iris being the ultimate winner. Many people commented on how 
uplifting and positive the fair was - thatõs down to you! Oh, yes, and we also 
happened to raise over £9,000 in one weekend! 

We need to recognise the contribution of local and long standing partners who    
continue to play a significant role in supporting our school and our children.  Our 
sincere thanks go to Budgens, Whitmans, Bizzy Buddies, Little Foxes, Snappy Snaps, 
Mathnasium and Chiswick Cinema.  Many other companies provided prizes for our 
Winter Raffle and we are so grateful for their support and generosity.   

Through your support and some just incredible donations, we are delighted to report 
that so far this year weõve raised over £32,000!  This is a phenomenal achievement 
that shows the power of our community.   

Looking ahead, in 2026 we want to build on that community spirit by creating a skills and support database. 
Many of you have expertise - from legal advice to painting, plumbing, social media, design, and much more. By 
pooling these talents, we can save the school money, strengthen our community connections and make sure every 
pound raised goes even further. Weõll be in touch with more on this in the new year but weõd really like your   
support to make this community even stronger. Every skill, big or small, will help. 

So hereõs to another year of creativity, connection and community. Thank you for everything youõve given in 
2025.  If you are new to the school and not sure how the PTA works or if youõve been thinking òI should get 
more involved,ó the new year is the perfect time to jump in.  Please 
get in touch by emailing:                 

contact@groveparkpta.org  

Your school. Your children. Your community.  

With huge gratitude and festive cheer, 

The Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA 

mailto:contact@groveparkpta.org
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Heôs Behind You! Years 3 and 4 Enjoy a Pantomime Adventure  

Year 3 and Year 4 pupils were treated to a wonderful theatrical experience during their recent visit to 
Chiswick School, where they watched an entertaining pantomime performed by the schoolõs talented 
Year 10 drama students. We are extremely grateful to Chiswick School for their generosity in opening 
the performance to our pupils free of charge, giving our children the opportunity to enjoy live theatre in 
such a welcoming setting. 
 
The children had a fantastic time watching two lively and humorous pantomimes, fully embracing the 
traditional panto experience with plenty of cheering, booing and enthusiastic cries of òHeõs behind you!ó 
The first performance, Three Little Pigs, was a very imaginative twist on the familiar tale, full of    
surprises and laughter. This was followed by a pantomime based on Alice in Wonderland, which       
delighted the audience with its colourful characters and playful storytelling. 
 
Our pupils were a credit to the school, joining in confidently and helping the actors navigate the story by 
responding at all the right moments. The festive fun continued during the interval and at the end of the   
performance, when the children enjoyed singing together, which truly added to the joyful atmosphere. 
 
A huge thank you to the students and staff of  
Chiswick School for such a memorable          
experience, and to all of the parents who kindly 
volunteered to help walk the  children to and 
from the venue. It was a thoroughly  enjoyable 
trip that our pupils will remember for a long 
time. 
 
Watch this space, Chiswick School - we will most 
definitely be back to enjoy your future          
performances!  

A Sparkling Christmas Show from Year 1!  
As the stage lights glimmered, the Year 1 Christmas Concert was full of festive cheer and some very proud   
teachers and parents! Over the course of a couple of weeks, the children worked hard learning songs and creating 
some wonderful choreography. Watching their confidence grow and their excitement build during rehearsals was 
truly heart-warming, and all that effort shone through in their performance. 

Year 1 entertained the audience with a fantastic mix of traditional and modern Christmas music. Every child lit up 
the stage and performed beautifully. Miss Bisson and Miss Pickering couldnõt have been prouder, and the parents 
were equally delighted, there were many happy tears and big celebrations throughout the hall. Weõd like to     
extend a huge thank you to everyone who helped bring the concert to life! 
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Being part of a strong and diverse community is 
very important to us at Grove Park. Our school, 
local area, and nation are all wonderfully diverse 
and inspirational, and this has been the focus of 
our celebrations during 2025õs Black History 
Month. 

Black History Month (BHM), celebrated in  

October, is a wonderful opportunity for schools, 
organisations, and communities to come together 
and honour the accomplishments of people of 
African and Caribbean heritage. Each year, we 
choose a theme as the focus for BHM. This year, 
we decided to combine our school motto, 
òInspiring Each Other,ó with the national theme, 
òStanding Firm in Power and Pride.ó Throughout 

the month, we celebrated the exceptional achievements of Black people who have made 
remarkable contributions to literature, music, fashion, sport, and more. 

Some of our BHM assemblies were inspired by the brilliant Little People, Big Dreams 
book series - a bestselling collection of biographies for children that explores the lives of 
outstanding people, from designers and artists to scientists and activists. All of them 
achieved incredible things, yet each began life as a child with a dream. It was truly  

inspiring to hear about Mae Jemison, the first African American woman to travel into 
space as a NASA astronaut. 

A huge highlight of BHM this year was welcoming back the amazing arts education 
group, Bigfoot. The children loved their workshops last year, and we were thrilled to invite them again to share 
more stories and music with the Grove Park community. A big thank you to the PTA for your generous  

contributions, which allowed us to host these workshops and further enrich the childrenõs cultural knowledge 
and understanding. We are certain that the pupils at Grove Park have been inspired by all they have learned! 

On Tuesday 21st October, Years 1-6 took part in an interactive  

workshop called A Carnival of Heroes. The children joined the Bigfoot 
team to sing, dance, and celebrate incredible Black heroes who have 
helped shape our society. The energy and enthusiasm were infectious  
and we discovered just how many talented dancers we have at Grove 
Park! 

On Thursday 23rd October, Nursery and Reception enjoyed the fantastic 
story Handaõs Surprise. The children explored Handaõs colourful journey 
through the beautiful African landscape as she collected wonderful   

surprises along the way. The children were captivated by the story and 
loved every moment. 

We hope that all our pupils at Grove Park have been inspired by this 
yearõs Black History Month celebrations and will continue to celebrate 
the exceptional achievements of Black people throughout the year. 

Black History Month at Grove Park 



 

Twenty Year 6 pupils recently took part in an exciting indoor athletics  
tournament involving fourteen schools. The event was full of energy and 
healthy competition, and our team represented the school brilliantly, finishing in 
an impressive 4th place overall. A particular highlight of the day was the  
long-distance race, where two of our boys and two of our girls delivered  
outstanding performances, showing great  
determination and stamina.  
 
Not only did the children perform  
exceptionally well, but their behaviour 
throughout the day was also fantastic - they 

were supportive, respectful, and great ambassadors for our school. We 
are incredibly proud of their hard work, team spirit and exemplary  
conduct. 
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Year 6 Shine at Athletics Tournament 

The Nursery children have had a fantastic half term. They quickly 
settled back in after the October break and have enjoyed making 
new friends, exploring their learning environment and using the 
classroom resources with growing confidence. 
 
This term we explored our topic ôLight and Darkõ, which sparked 
lots of curiosity and imaginative play. The children loved talking 
about nocturnal animals, and exploring light sources around the 
classroom. 
 
We also began the term by celebrating Bonfire Night and learning 
about Remembrance Day. At the art table, the children created 
beautiful poppy prints using potatoes, as well as bright and  
colourful firework prints, experimenting with tools to create exciting 
patterns. 
 
The children have really enjoyed spending time in our Space  
Station role-play area, taking on the roles of astronauts, mission 
controllers and space explorers. This has encouraged rich language, 
teamwork and imaginative storytelling. 
 
In phonics, the children have been especially enthusiastic about  
activities focusing on instrumental and environmental sounds. They 
have enjoyed listening carefully, identifying different noises and    
learning how sound helps us understand the world around us. 
 
It has been a joyful and busy half term, and we are so proud of all the 
childrenõs achievements. We look forward to more exciting learning  
after the break! 

Exploring Light, Sound and Space in Nursery  



 

WOW! It has been a very busy and exciting half term for Reception! We have 
explored nocturnal animals and loved reading ôOwl Babiesõ based on our topic 
ôLight and Darkõ. The children have spent lots of time in our roleplay areas, 
pretending to be astronauts in our Space Centre, going camping in our 
campsite and writing our Christmas post in our Post Office. Reception were 
very interested in learning all about owls. They were able to talk about many 
facts such as the fact that nocturnal owls have dark eyes and diurnal owls 
have bright eyes! They created brilliant class books all about owls. The children 
used their phonics to describe nocturnal animals and talk about their habitats.  

The children have been so busy in maths this term, learning all about shapes 
and numbers to 5. They enjoyed going on shape hunts in the playground and 
exploring different ways to make numbers. They were able to help our class 
puppet with some number problems and tell him how to solve them. The     
children are all becoming magical mathematicians!  

We are so proud of how beautifully the Children performed at their Christmas 
Nativity ôMaryõs Knittingõ. The children worked so hard to learn all the lyrics 
and actions. The daily practices all paid off and they did an amazing job! 

The children have been thinking about what happens during the season of  
Winter and they have been looking at states of matter by exploring what   
happens to ice when it gets warm. They had lots of fun thinking of ways to 
melt their ice cubes. 

Some Christmas fairies 
visi ted our Reception  
playground this term. We 
were so excited to see the 
magical glitter they had 
left and enjoyed making 
miniature houses for 
them. 
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A Term Filled with Curiosity, Creativity and Christmas! 

Christmas cheer was in full swing on Wednesday 17th December as our whole school gathered for our          
much-anticipated Christmas Lunch Day! The hall was filled with excitement as children and staff took their seats, 
ready for one of the most joyful meals of the year. Our incredible catering team worked tirelessly behind the scenes 
to prepare a truly delicious festive feast. The smell alone brought smiles to faces long before the first bite! As 
Christmas music played, crackers were pulled, hats were worn proudly, and jokes were 
shared across the tables. Laughter echoed throughout the hall, and of course, no      
festive meal would be complete without a generous helping of chocolate cake to finish. 
The loud applause that followed was a heartfelt thank-you to our wonderful  kitchen 
team, whose hard work, warmth and dedication helped make this special celebration so 
memorable. It was a joyful day filled with togetherness, good food and festive spirit - a 
highlight of our school year once again.  

A Festive Feast for Our School Community  
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Bold, Brave and Brilliant Year 6 children at PGL 

Just before the end of last half term, our Year 6 pupils set off on their  
much-anticipated PGL residential, an exhilarating few days packed with  
adventure, teamwork and plenty of laughter. From the moment they arrived, 
the children threw themselves into every challenge, embracing new experiences 
and showing incredible determination. 
 
Throughout the week, the group took part in a wide range of outdoor  
activities, each designed to build confidence and resilience. Jacobõs Ladder 
tested pupilsõ strength, coordination and             
communication as they worked together to climb the 
increasingly wide wooden beams, a challenge that 

required teamwork as much as bravery. Fencing quickly became another  
favourite, as children learned new techniques, developed quick reactions and  
enjoyed friendly duels with their classmates. The giant swing proved to be a  
standout moment, with pupils working together to hoist each other sky-high  
before the sudden drop that sent them soaring through the air. 
 
The sensory trail offered something completely different: pupils took on a  
woodland obstacle route wearing blackout goggles, relying on their teamwork,  
communication and other senses to guide one another safely through. They 
also enjoyed a series of games that challenged them to work without sight, helping to build trust and 
cooperation in a unique and memorable way. 
 
Beyond the activities themselves, some of the best moments came from the time spent together as a 
group. The children created their own group chants, filling the site with energy and spirit, and their  
favourite, our lively òsing louder than meó song, became a daily highlight. Their enthusiasm,  
encouragement and positivity made every challenge more enjoyable. 
 
The week also brought its fair share of rain, but Year 6 showed remarkable perseverance, tackling each 
activity with determination despite the drizzly weather. Whether they were climbing Jacobõs Ladder, 
fencing or navigating the sensory trail, not even the wettest afternoon could dampen their spirits. And 
of course, mealtimes provided a welcome break from the cold, PGLõs hearty food kept everyone warm, 
fuelled and ready for the next adventure. 
 
We are incredibly proud of Year 6 for the brilliant way they conducted themselves throughout the trip. 
Their teamwork, resilience and 
positive attitude made the 
experience truly special, and 
the memories they  
created, both during the  
activities and in the moments 
in between, will stay with 
them for many years to come. 
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Our school was bursting with colour, laughter and festive cheer as 
pupils arrived proudly wearing their bright and creative Christmas 
jumpers for our annual Christmas Jumper Charity Day. From    
sparkling lights to reindeer and snowmen, the variety of jumpers 
helped to create a wonderfully joyful atmosphere, and the hall 
quickly transformed into a sea of festive fun. 

This special day was not only about celebrating the season, but 
also about giving back. Thanks to the generosity of our families 
and children, we were delighted to raise £254 in support of The Mulberry Centre, based at West Middlesex     
Hospital. Our school community showed great kindness and compassion, reflecting the true spirit of Christmas. 

Christmas Jumper Day formed part of our wider week of giving and community spirit, giving pupils the           
opportunity to think about helping others and making a positive difference. We would like to thank everyone who 
took part and helped to make the day such a success.  

Inspiring Music and Magical Moments at Grove Park!  

There was a wonderful sense of excitement in the hall on Friday 12th December as we welcomed a 
newly formed eight-piece acapella group from Chiswick School to perform in our assembly. The        
lanbkni]j_a epoahb s]o jkpdejc odknp kb i]ce_]h, Pda cnkqlÚo d]nikjeao sana ne_d* s]ni ]j` lanba_phu 
blended - the kind of music that makes you pause, listen and feel uplifted. Using only their voices, they 
created entire soundscapes: rhythmic beats, soaring melodies and beautifully layered harmonies that 
filled the hall with energy, sparkle and creativity. It was an unforgettable experience for everyone. 

What made the morning even more special was that some members of the group were ex-pupils - our 
very own Grove Parkers. This assembly was part of our commitment to giving our children opportunities 

to experience live performance, helping them      
imagine the possibilities that lie ahead. And the  
inspiration continued at the fair.  

A huge thank-you to the Chiswick acapella group 
for filling our school with music, warmth and      
excitement - and to all of our families and pupils for 
embracing  Charity Day with such generosity and 
colour. It was a day of joy, community and        
inspiration, and one that will stay in our hearts for 
a long time. 

 Christmas Jumper Day Brings Festive Cheer  



 

This half term, Year 4 have truly brought their creativity to life in Art! Our focus has been on painting, and the 
children have enjoyed experimenting with both watercolours and acrylics to produce a wonderful range of artwork. 

We began by exploring the vibrant world of Pablo Picasso. Inspired by his bold 
cubist style, the children created colourful, three-dimensional portraits using  

acrylic paint, learning how shapes and unusual perspectives can be used to form 
expressive faces. We then turned our attention to the stunning floral pieces of 
Georgia OõKeeffe. The class loved studying her dramatic close-ups of flowers and 
desert scenes, and they created their own magnified flower paintings bursting 
with colour and detail. To finish the term, we discovered the atmospheric  

landscapes of J.M.W. Turner. His work inspired our watercolour lessons, where 
the children experimented with blending, layering, and capturing the different 
moods of nature. 
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This half term in Geography, our focus has been òThe UK,ó and the children have loved becoming miniðmap    
experts! We began by exploring the four countries that make up the United Kingdom, learning their capital cities 
and locating them on a map with growing confidence. From there, we compared human and physical features, 

discussing everything from mountains and coastlines to famous     
landmarks and bustling city life. To help bring our   learning to life, 
the children created fantastic 3-D maps, carefully adding mountains, 
hills and key landmarks. They also produced their own informative 
leaflets all about the UKõs human and physical features, showing just 
how much they have learned. As a final creative challenge, the class 
even redesigned the UK flags, producing some wonderfully imaginative 
designs. It has been a brilliant unit, and their pride in their work has 
been fantastic to see!  

Painting a Colourful Half Term!  

Year 3 Journey Across the UK!  

 Buzzing with Brilliant Science!  
This half term, Year 4 have become Scientists with the end goal of creating a wire buzzer 
game! We began by understanding how to stay safe when using electricity, where we 
use it and what it is! We moved on to understanding what the different symbols mean 
so we could design our game to include all the correct    
components. We used problem solving skills to look at     
different circuits to see whether they would work or not! This 
helped us when we were designing our own. We then     
practiced making simple circuits, which would help us       
understand how each part was important! We needed to 
make sure our games would work so we  looked at insulators 
and conductors. To ensure we used the correct materials 
when designing our game to make sure electricity would flow 

round. Finally, we made our games, giving us the opportunity to be creative as well as 
critical thinkers to ensure our games work effectively!  
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This half-term, Year 6 launched their writing with an exciting project inspired by the picture book Tuesday by  
David Wiesner. After exploring the mysterious, magical world of flying frogs, the children planned and wrote their 
own sequels, imagining what extraordinary events unfold every Tuesday at 8pm. From soaring squirrels to  
mischievous meerkats, the pupils created wonderfully imaginative scenes where animals took to the skies and  
enjoyed the most thrilling night of their lives. 
 
To bring their stories to life, the children focused on crafting expanded noun phrases, building atmosphere 
through metaphors and similes, and choosing powerful, precise verbs to create vivid images for the reader. The 
quality of writing has been fantastic, and we are incredibly proud of the creativity, skill and enthusiasm Year 6 
have shown in their first unit of the term. We even enthusiastically and proudly shared our writing with Year 3!  
 
Alongside their narrative work, Year 6 have also been developing their  
non-fiction writing through a unit on newspaper journalism. The children have 
been learning how to structure a clear and engaging news report, using features 
such as subordinating and coordinating conjunctions, direct and reported 
speech, and accurate possessive apostrophes. 
 
This learning links closely to our Geography Enquiry Question: òWhy should we 
protect the Earthõs polar regions?ó Using their knowledge of the Arctic and  
Antarctic, pupils will soon be producing their own independent newspaper  
articles, reporting on the threats facing these fragile environments and explaining 
why they are so important to protect. We are already impressed with Year 6õs 
thoughtful ideas and growing understanding of how good journalism can inform 
and inspire a reader. 
 

Year 1 Brings Fairy Tales to Life!  

What a magical and exciting term it has been in Year 1 as we began our new English 
topic on fairy tales. We started by exploring different types of fairy tales and  
identifying their key features. Working in groups, the children used clues to hunt for 
various fairy tales hidden around the classroom. They discovered that fairy tales often 
include magic, a happy ending, a battle between good and evil, and the use of the 
òpower of three.ó The children loved spotting these features in many well-known  
stories. 
 
As our learning continued, we delved into the enchanting tale of The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff. The children enjoyed acting out the story and did a fantastic job of expressing 
each characterõs feelings. We sequenced illustrations from the book and wrote  

wonderful sentences to describe what was happening in each part, making sure to include capital letters, full 
stops, finger spaces, and exciting adjectives. 
 
Once we were confident with the original story, it was time to create our own 
versions. Filled with enthusiasm, the children planned their alternative tales, this 
time featuring a different character hiding under the bridge. Miss Bisson and 
Miss Pickering were incredibly impressed by the childrenõs imagination and  
determination as they crafted stories of their very own! To celebrate their hard 
work, the Year 1 children proudly shared their completed stories with Reception. 
The younger children were captivated by the imaginative tales and thoroughly 
enjoyed listening to the creative twists Year 1 had written!  

From Flying Frogs to Arctic Headlines: A Half-Term of Imaginative Writing 
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Early Years & KS1 Enjoy a Magical Pantomime 

On Tuesday 16th December 2025, our Early Years and Key Stage 1 children were also treated to a 
wonderful pantomime performance of Beauty and the Beast, held right here in the school hall. For 
many of our Nursery and Reception children, this was their first time watching a performance while  
sitting in the hall this term - and they did this incredibly well. They showed excellent listening skills and 
enthusiasm throughout the show. 
 
The children knew exactly how to take part in a pantomime, 
cheering, pointing and responding at all the right moments. 
Their excitement filled the hall as they joined in wholeheartedly 
with the performance. The talented actors even had the      
children singing òJingle Bellsó together, and some lucky pupils 
were invited up to the front to show off their dance moves! It 
was a joyful, festive experience that brought lots of laughter 
and smiles, and a fantastic opportunity for our youngest    
learners to enjoy live theatre together. Well done to all the  
children for their brilliant behaviour and participation - a truly 
magical morning for everyone involved! 

In Science this half term, our topic has been òForces and Magnets,ó and Year 3 
have been full of curiosity and excitement during every investigation. We    
began by exploring how forces can attract or repel, discovering the important 
roles of the north and south poles of a magnet. The children were fascinated to 
learn how a compass works and enjoyed watching the needle respond to 
Earthõs magnetic field. We then turned our attention to friction, testing how a 
toy car travelled across different surfaces - including carpet, bubble wrap,  
plastic and foam - to find out which created the most resistance. The children 
worked carefully to keep the test fair and were very proud of their scientific 
thinking. To finish the unit, they designed and built their own magnetic games, 
from hook-a-duck challenges to tricky magnetic mazes. Their creativity and 
enthusiasm have made this a truly attractive half term in Science!  
 
This half term in Art, the children have been on an inspiring journey through 

colour and technique. We began by experimenting with primary and secondary colours, mixing paints to see the 
magic that happens when colours blend. Building on this, we explored tint and tone,  
discovering how adding black or white can completely transform a shade. The children 
then experimented with a range of different lines, using their brushes in new ways to  
create movement, texture and expression. Our focus artist was Vincent van Gogh, and 
the class were captivated by his famous Starry Night. We looked closely at his impasto 
technique and tried to bring some of his swirling lines and bold brushstrokes into our own 
artwork. To finish, we explored the vibrant sgraffito style of Claire Bremner, scratching 
through layers of colour to create stunning landscape pieces. The creativity, focus and joy 
the children brought to each lesson have made this a truly colourful half term in Art!  

Magnetic Minds & Colourful Creations in Year 3!  
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In November, Mrs Varma led a wonderful assembly 
all about the Hindu festival of Diwali, the festival of 
lights. The children listened so attentively to the   
story of Rama and Sita, and showed great respect 
throughout - one of our core TREE values.  
 
We learned that Diwali celebrates the victory of light 
over darkness, good over evil, and knowledge over 
ignorance. It reminds us that even the smallest light can shine brightly 
in the darkest times. This message encourages us all to be kind, 
thoughtful, and hopeful every 

day, spreading light through our actions, words, and respect for others. 
 
A huge thank you to all the children who took part by sharing their 
thoughts about this special celebration. It was lovely to hear what Diwali 
means to them and how they celebrated with their families. The beautiful 
family photos shared also helped bring the spirit of Diwali to life for       
everyone. We hope that all our families who celebrated Diwali had a joyful 
and meaningful time together, filled with love, light, and happiness.  
 

Year 2 Shine Bright in a Magical Nativity Finale!  
What an exciting end to the term it has been in Year 2 as we   
prepared for our wonderful Nativity performance. The children 
have worked incredibly hard over the past few weeks, learning 
lines, practising songs, and bringing their characters to life with so 
much confidence and enthusiasm. We have been so impressed by 
the teamwork, encouragement, and joy they have shown in every 
rehearsal. Costumes have been sparkly, smiles have been bright, 
and the hall has been filled with festive cheer. The final           

performance was a huge success, and we are so proud of how brilliantly 
the children shone on stage. Thank you to all families for your support 
with learning lines and organising costumes. Your children truly made the 
show magical.  

Alongside the excitement of the Nativity, Year 2 have also transformed 
into authors as they published their own twisted fairy tales. Over the 
term, the children planned imaginative settings, created exciting new   
characters, and added surprising twists to familiar stories. We explored 

what makes a great opening, how to use noun phrases, and how to build clear and 
interesting sentences. The final published pieces show incredible creativity, from  
rainforest versions of Snow White to brave dwarfs, mischievous princes, and clever   
heroes rewriting traditional tales in new and imaginative ways. The children have 
taken great pride in their finished work, and it has been wonderful to see their     
confidence as writers grow. We cannot wait for them to share their amazing stories 
with you at home.  

Diwali Inspiration: Spreading Kindness and Light  



 

 

 
What an inspiring term it has been for our Reading Champions, who have thrown 
themselves into their new roles with enthusiasm, creativity and a real passion for   
reading! Their mission has been clear from the very start: to help spread the love of 
books throughout Grove Park - and they have certainly risen to the challenge. 
 
The team began the term with their very first meeting, where they shared why they 
wanted to become Reading Champions and discussed their shared goal of bringing 
even more reading excitement to every corner of the school. Soon after, they met again 
to plan how they might gather ideas from the whole school community about new 
books for our library. Their next step was to hold meetings with classes across the 
school to find out more about our pupilsõ favourite books, beloved authors and the 
kinds of    stories they would love to see on our shelves. The Reading Champions lis-
tened  thoughtfully, gathered suggestions, and returned brimming with ideas. With this    

feedback in hand, they began researching books suitable for different age groups, using funds raised from our 
school Book Fair to create a wish list of titles that would enrich our library for years to come. Their careful consid-
eration and teamwork have ensured that our collection reflects the diverse interests of our readers. 
 
We were then delighted to receive a generous offer from ôEnjoy-Workõ, who - working alongside ôExpect Amazingõ - 
kindly donated a wonderful selection of books for children across all year groups. The Reading 
Champions had the special opportunity to meet the team, thank them in person, and then deliver brand-new books 
to classroom book corners throughout the school. It was a proud moment for them and an exciting surprise for our 
pupils! 
 
And the excitement doesnõt stop thereé our Reading Champions 
are  already turning their attention to one of the most anticipated 
events of the year: Book Week! Planning will begin soon, and we 
canõt wait to see the imaginative ideas they bring forward to make 
the spring term celebration bigger and better than ever. 
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If your child was born between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022, they are due to start primary 
school in September 2026, you must complete an online application for your childõs primary school place 
by the deadline of the 15 January 2026 . All applications must be made to your local authority.  

For Hounslow residents this is online using eAdmissions at: https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/. To ensure 
that you have completed your application form and submitted it correctly please make sure you receive 
an application reference number.  

Nursery Admissions 2026 
Applications for our Nursery will open in January 2026. Children born between 1 September 2022 and 
31 August 2023 will be eligible to start in the Nursery class in September 2026. 

If you have any questions, please email Hayley OõBrien at office@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk. 

Reception Applications 2026 

Story Seekers and Library Leaders 

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
mailto:office@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk

