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What a wonderful (yet challenging) half term - a strange mixture of joyous celebrations including 
Diwali & Christmas, alongside a rise in Covid-19 cases across the school community - with October 
and November being particularly difficult. With the significant increase in cases, we were worried that 
on the horizon was a return to ‘bubbles’ and a ban on visitors being allowed on site but we managed 
to stay below the threshold for such extreme measures. We were so relieved, because at Grove Park 
many things hadn’t changed throughout the pandemic including the hard work, progress and           

attainment of the children and the dedication of the staff but what had changed 
was our ability to physically be together and, whilst our sense of community 
kept us united, it has been wonderful having so many visitors back in school. 
The governors returned for the first time in over 18 months, parent helpers       
began supporting with swimming and school trips, PTA events resumed 
(including our favourite quiz) and importantly we saw the return of our Winter                     
performances. These events are the cornerstones of life in primary school and 

create the experiences and memories that are retained forever. Parents always remember their child’s 
first performance, whether it be an assembly or the nativity, as they stand on the stage for the first 
time. What we didn't expect was how emotional the return of  these events would be - the tears, 
tears of relief, tears of pride, tears of joy. The sobbing during the nursery               
performance was a sight to behold (and that was just the staff!) It was strangely 
uplifting to the soul watching the youngest children in the school who have lived 
through a pandemic for most of their short lives, standing in front of an              
audience signing their hearts out. It was beautiful! We had not realised how 
many of the children have never performed in front of an audience. Our Year 2 
children in ’ordinary’ times would have already have performed two class                 
assemblies, a Reception and a Year 1 Christmas performance. But this group of 
children had never even performed in front of the school, let alone parents. They 
had never stood on the stage with an audience, however in true Grove Park style they stepped up to 
the challenge. The rupture of applause and whooping that followed their performance was well                
deserved. You would never have known! How amazingly resilient they are! Parents, thank you for 
jumping through all of our Covid hoops to make the events as safe as possible, with lateral flow tests 
in hand and waiting patiently in the cold. You made the events so special and they will be                      
remembered by your children for a long time to come!  

Over this half term we have experienced the highest number of positive Covid-19 cases throughout 
the pandemic. In part this was due to the pro-active stance of you, our parents, who have whole-
heartedly supported our approach to testing as much as possible; with testing inevitably comes the 
identification of positive cases. However, for the last 14 days we have had no positive Covid-19 cases          
reported amongst staff or children. We are hoping that we can continue on this trajectory, although 
we know that with this new strain we may have a difficult term ahead. But as a community, with 
your support we will get through it. Like we have all the others.  

Another source of seasonal cheer has been our new additions to the next generation 
of Grove Parkers, as Miss Hayley and Miss Godfrey brought their bonnie babies to 
visit.  

Miss Hayley’s little girl Florence was born on 23rd July and has 
just hit her 4 month milestone. What a gorgeous girl, those              
beautiful blue eyes are entrancing.  

Percy was born on the 28th October, a bit earlier than expected as 
he couldn't wait to meet his perfect parents. Miss Godfrey visited 
last month and Percy had lots of hugs. He is so adorable. We cant 
wait to see more of him.  

Finally, we would like to say a special thank you to Pines and Needles for the 
donation of a beautiful Christmas tree that took pride of place in the foyer. This 
was arranged by Valerie, mum of Nathalie in Y5, who also purchased some                      
beautiful lights that gave the foyer a glorious glow on those wintry afternoons! 

Together Anything Is Possible! 

UPCOMING EVENTS  
• Tuesday 4th Jan: Children return to school  
• Tuesday 18th Jan: Parents’ Forum via Zoom @ 18:30 
• W/B Monday 14th Feb: HALF TERM  
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At Grove Park we love all of the seasons for different reasons – each one brings us a range of beautiful colours, memories,                  
opportunities and events. We started the new school year with Harvest and Halloween (and of course our brilliant goodie bags 
from the PTA) and this second half-term has meant many more festivities and celebrations. The nights drew in and the days got 
darker and shorter – but the evening skies were lit up with firework displays across our local area! November is the time for Bonfire 
Night and of course for Diwali! Many of our community were excited about the parties and celebrations they would be attending 

during this very special time.  

Our wonderful Miss Jyoti and Miss Vanita are just two members of our school who eagerly 
await Diwali every year – the Hindu festival of light. To be honest, all of the staff love               
Diwali as it is the time of year when we know they will be bringing in some of their         
delicious culinary delights to share in the staffroom!  

The story of Diwali is a very poignant 
and beautiful one – reminding us that light is always more powerful than                 
darkness and that good choices and actions will always prevail! This wonderful 
story, which means so much to many of our families, was shared with the                      
children in assembly this half-term. Just as Rama and Sita were guided back to 
their homeland by many lights – the hall was lit up with many flickering flames 
(not real ones Mr Hardman – we promise)! It was beautiful and the children all 
sat perfectly – mesmerised by the story and the amazing journey of Rama and 
Sita! Miss Davies loves leading assemblies and it is so important that we can 
have these precious times together again as a larger group – especially when we 
can share stories and beliefs that make us all unique and add to the diversity of 
our school community. All of the glowing candles have now been packed away 
neatly in Mandy’s (incredibly well-organised) Materials Cupboard, but the story 
will not fade and neither will our respect for each other’s beliefs, cultures and customs. The Diwali Assembly made such an                     
impression on Year 2 Cedar that they asked Miss Heard if they could continue to learn more about it back in class! The enthusiasm 
of our Grove Parkers never ceases to amaze us (and is of course one of our TREE values)! As this half-term has progressed we have 
been able to share other important annual events with one another – ending of course with our Festive Fiestas, Winter Parties and 
Christmas Nativity Performances. It will soon be Spring and we can’t wait for all the events and festivals and assemblies that are 
still to come! 
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Festival Of Light  

This term, Year 6 had the honour of meeting Pat Davies - a veteran of World War Two - as part of 
their history topic. They had the privilege of being able to ask her questions about her experience of 
living in war-time Britain, where she served as a W.R.N.S (Women’s Royal; Naval Service) operative. 
It also gave them a direct insight into how life was different in 1940’s Britain compared to today.  

Pat told us about how she felt compelled to ‘do her bit’ to help the country, despite being only a 
teenager at the time. Due to her ability to speak fluent German, Pat worked as part of the Bletchley 
Park network which involved cracking secret German codes and listening in on conversations from 
the German Navy in the English Channel!  

Incredibly, Pat even described the time when she met and spoke to Winston Churchill whilst working 
at a listening station in Kent. She revealed that this meeting was part of the plan to distract the 
Germans into thinking the Allies would invade at Calais, instead of Normandy – later known as the              

D-Day landings.  

Pat spoke to our Year 6 cohort for over an hour, demonstrating the sharpness and 
accuracy of her memory even at the age of 95!  

At the end of the presentation, Year 6 reflected on the importance of learning about 
and remembering the stories of those who contributed to the war effort, and how 
the actions of those in the past still have significance for us today.  

We loved having Pat join us here at Grove Park, and we very much look forward to 
listening to her incredible life story again, soon. 

What An Amazing Woman! 



VOLUME 3,  IS SUE 2  

Summer ended, September came - and luckily so did the            
children. After the Summer break, it was reassuring walking 
by the school hearing the children in the playground, and 
seeing them being picked up in the afternoon. Once again I 
saw children in the neighbourhood in their blue jumpers, 
thinking “there goes one of ours”.  

After 18 months we were finally able to visit the school 
again, and in September a small group of governors             
undertook a health and safety walk, checking that                   

everything is as it should be in the school. We are happy to report that Brian Hardman, the school’s site manager, is 
keeping the buildings in good shape and that the facilities are well managed and safe for children and staff. It was                
inspiring walking through the school again. 

Covid continues to be a concern and we pay close attention to the measures the school is putting in place to keep children 
and staff safe. New regulations from the government mean that the school does not have to send home whole classes or 
year groups if a child is infected and hopefully this will provide a more sustained school experience for everyone.  

Top of our priority this year is to ensure that we governors - and the school - are ready for an Ofsted inspection. The last 
time the school was inspected was in 2014 when it got its Outstanding rating and the government has now signalled that 
outstanding schools inspected before 2015 will be a priority. We want to be ready and to make sure the school can retain 
the outstanding rating it deserves. 

Early in the term we worked with the school leadership to develop a whole-of-school strategy which has at its core giving 
children the best education possible. It will make it easier for everyone to see what the priority is for the school in the 
coming years. We are also now liaising closely with the PTA hoping that the contributions they can make will help us 
reach the goals set out in the school strategy.  

During the summer two parent governors left the Board as their terms came to an end. We are so grateful for all the 
work Kathryn Davey and Craig Robertson did for the Board and school. We are happy to welcome, in their place,              
Charlotte Pendred and Virginie Faucon. We look forward to working 
with them in the coming years.  

We are hoping that in 2022 we can start meeting in person again. 
While we have carried on our work virtually, we miss getting together 
physically, not just as a board but also with Ms Davies, Ms Rodrigues, 
Mr Hardman and all the hardworking members of staff who continue 
to do such a good job for the school. 

We wish you a happy holiday and all the best for 2022.  

Karen Jorgensen 
Chair of Governors  

Page 3 

 

Our on-going commitment to anti-bullying is summed up in our TREE values at 
Grove Park: Trust, Respect, Empathy and Enthusiasm. Although we all strive to 
show these values every day – however busy we are – Odd Socks Day in                
November is always a great chance to stop, reflect and check that we all             
remember the importance of valuing each other and how to speak out if we have 
any worries. The day also generates some very grown-up conversations and                
reflections on the important topic of bullying and healthy friendships.  

Odd Socks Day on Friday 26th November was an opportunity for the children 
(and staff) to have fun, be themselves and to celebrate kindness and uniqueness! 
As always, Odd Socks Day was embraced fully at Grove Park – Miss Deborah and Mr Holmes Reed’s choice of footwear is always 
fabulous (even on a normal day)! This annual event is an opportunity for the children to express themselves and for us all to                   
celebrate our differences and individuality – what we value most about our brilliant children at Grove Park! We saw stripes and 

spots, cats and cars, plain and patterned, pink 
and purple, dots and dashes – a wonderfully 
diverse rainbow of footwear reflecting all that 
is important in our world! We are often told in 
life to ‘look forward’ or ‘look up’ – but Odd 
Socks Day is definitely viewed best when               
looking down at the floor! Miss Davies and 
Miss Rodrigues even think this should be part 
of our school uniform #onlyatgrovepark 

Embracing Our Differences! 
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This half-term it has been so lovely to be able 
to show prospective parents around our                  
wonderful school again. The Year 5 tour 
guides have been such a credit to Grove Park 
and have really been a true reflection of what 
our school stands for – thank you Year 5! It is 
a really big decision for families when they are 
choosing the school for their four-year-olds - 
one we are sure all of our families                    
remember well! After the informative tour of the school, Miss Davies, Mrs McGregor and Miss Rodrigues give a talk in the hall and 
invite the prospective parents to ask any questions that may help them to find out more about GP – Miss Davies has to try and not 
talk too much!! There are always a huge range of questions and one that is often asked (and rightly so) is ‘How do you know if 

you are doing well as a school?’. It is at this 
point that we are able to let the families 
know about a brilliant self-evaluation and 
school improvement project that lots of 
Hounslow schools are involved in, called 
‘Peer Challenge.’ Grove Park joins with two 
other schools in the borough every year to 
create a triad – we then visit each other’s 
schools to carry out an audit of teaching, 
learning, pupil voice, well-being and                  
leadership. Our visit was on 25th November 
and the other Headteachers were so               

complimentary about our school, children and staff. We will soon have the report to share with you (a couple of extracts are                
included) and it will also be on the website. It is such a rich experience to be part of this validation process and we definitely have 
so much to celebrate! 
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Our School Is ‘Outstanding’  

Forces have been the focus for Year 5 this half-term. It was brilliant to see the children exploring 
all of the pushes and pulls they could find in their immediate environment – they were so                     
surprised at how many daily tasks involve forces! Our budding scientists then moved on to learn 
all about air resistance and how it acts as a force between an object and the air. Always               
knowing it is important to have scientific proof, Year 5 made three different sized paper                  
helicopters and dropped them from the same height to see which helicopter experienced the most 
air resistance. As expected, the largest helicopter was the last to fall to the ground as it                
experienced more air resistance due to its larger wingspan.  
 
Equipped with a great understanding of air resistance, the children worked in their table teams 
to design a parachute for an egg citizen! The aim of the task was to create the parachute that 
experienced the most air resistance, and therefore took the longest to reach the floor. The pupils 
thought carefully about materials that would be appropriate, as they had to ensure they were 
sturdy and rip-proof, but also lightweight. Team work made the dream work as always and the 
groups constructed brilliant parachutes together! Obviously the highlight had to be putting them 
to the test! By dropping the egg parachutes from a 2m height, Year 5 pupils were able to                  
observe which parachutes had been the most successful in achieving the goal. It is fair to say 
there are definitely some engineers in the making in Year 5. No egg citizens were harmed in this 
experiment!  

Push & Pull 

If your child was born between 1 September 2017 and 31 August 2018, they are due to start primary school in September 2022. 
You must make an application for your child’s primary school place and the deadline is 15 January 2022.  
 
All applications must be made to your home local authority (the council you live in/pay your council tax to). You must use their 
common application form.  
 
For Hounslow residents this is online using eAdmissions at: 
https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20028/primary_admissions/1906/primary_school_admissions 

Starting Primary School - September 2022 
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What another superb term we have had at Grove Park with all of our Mathematical thinking! The              
children continue to grow in leaps and bounds, using their brilliant prior knowledge and resources to help 
them problem-solve and show the depth of their understanding.  

 
The 8th November saw the beginning of Maths Week England – only set up in 
2019 – which celebrates and encourages Mathematical problem solving- 
something we (at Grove Park) need no help in achieving! In addition to              
continuing our Maths Through Story and Real-Life Maths lessons, we have 
shown our problem solving in a variety of wonderful ways. In Year 2, this has 
included practising our adding with the aid of pencils and cereal (though it 
was hard not to eat it all!) while elsewhere in Early Years, Reception have 
been using objects from around the classroom to practise their fabulous 
counting skills.  
 
Despite the encroaching cold weather, Year 3 have continued to 
brave the outdoors, creating wonderful arrays to show off their            

superb multiplication skills, showing their understanding between concrete (objects), pictorial 
(drawn) and abstract (numerical calculation) representations. Not to be outdone, Year 6 have 
also been seen running around the playground on a fraction scavenger hunt, applying their 
Arithmetic knowledge in new exciting ways.   
 
KS2 has also seen Year 5 applying their knowledge of the 4 operations and place value to word 
problems and complex challenges which have involved using a variety of strategies, such as trial 
and error and the inverse. In Year 4, they have been learning how to decode binary letters! They learnt 

that the first 3 numbers told them if it is a capital letter (010) or a     
lowercase letter (011) and then they had to label the rest of the               
numbers with the powers of 2 starting at the end. Any number that is a 
one you add up the number above it and this then tells you what letter 
of the alphabet it is! After understanding what some adults even              
struggle to comprehend, they then decoded and sent secret messages to 
each other – intelligence officers in the making!  
 
Across all year groups, the children continue to have fun and show us 
excellent Mathematical thinking, regardless of the scenario in which the 
teachers are presenting it. Maths Week England was just a fantastic 
opportunity for us, at Grove Park, to show off the superb Mathematical minds we have of the 
future and we can’t wait to see what Spring brings!  
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Mathematical thinking #MathsWeekEngland! 

Stars in their Eyes! 

On the morning of Thursday 9th December, the Nursery children put on a 
festive performance to their families inside the Nursery classroom. The            
children spent the weeks building up to this, learning and practicing their 
songs, which included ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Christmas Star’, ‘Little                  
Snowflake’ and ‘We Wish you a Merry Christmas’. We were all blown away 
by how well the Nursery children performed to all of the adults. This was 
the first time the children had ever performed to so many adults and they 
really did themselves proud! They sang so beautifully, remembered their 
words and even used actions in the performance.  
There were tears in the eyes of many adults including our Headteacher, 
Miss Davies! The children looked amazing with their gold, glittery star                      
headbands, stood in front of a Christmassy fireplace backdrop and a sky of 
glittery stars hanging from above. Well done Nursery! A great way to get 
us feeling festive before we break up for the holidays.    

Families eligible for free school meals will be receiving two vouchers over the Christmas holidays. The first of these vouchers will be 
distributed by Wonde on Friday 17th December 2021 and should be received by email. The second voucher will be sent on 27th      
December 2021. If you don’t receive your voucher please email info@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk.  

FSM Holiday Vouchers  

mailto:info@grovepark.hounslow.sch.uk
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Spreading Kindness In Our Community! 
What an exciting, productive and creative second half of term School 
Council has had! We had another important visitor to our first meeting 
after half term – Miss Flynn! Miss Flynn is not only the teacher for 
Reception Chestnut but also the English Leader across the school. Class 
Councils were asked to think about reading in their classes and to tell 
us what they liked most and what we could do even better.                   
Children talked about how calm, reading in school made them feel; 
how they enjoyed reading with ‘buddies’ and how they love visiting our 
wonderful library again. They enjoy their reading so much they would 

really like a special place to read when they are outside and access to books in other                    
languages. They would also love other teachers to read to them and wondered if they could 
conduct a survey to find out which are the school’s most popular books. It was such a useful meeting for Miss Flynn and the whole 
school. Thank you School Council! 
Following this, School Council had another very important task – creating the 2021 Community Card for Kindness! This was inspired 
by a card we made last year, so that all children across the school could send a seasonal card at the end of the year to someone 
important and special in their community. The children decided this card would be an ideal 
way to thank all the people who work so hard for us – in shops, delivery people, people who 

collect our bins and recycling or for neighbours on their own or 
people in our community who give so much of their time caring 
for others. From all the wonderful cards submitted, we chose 
one card from Key Stage 1 and one card from Key Stage 2. This 
was such a difficult task as we had so many fabulous entries. A 
huge thank you to all the classes and the School Council team – 
including Mrs Hiscocks, Mr Hibbert and Mr Hardman - for                
helping us with the short list. And special congratulations to 
Jasmine in Year 2 Cedar and Cezara in Year 6 Oak for creating 
our KS1 and KS2 Community Cards for Kindness 2021!  
What an amazing end to our School Council term! The team would like to wish the whole school              
community a very Happy Holidays and look forward to more exciting meetings in the Spring Term! 
 

Year 1 have been learning all about different materials and exploring why materials are                
different from each other. Throughout Autumn 2, our Beech and Holly class children have 
turned into detectives, searching for materials throughout the school grounds. They have                
expanded their scientific vocabulary by using words to describe different materials such as 
smooth, hard, soft and bendy! They also conducted their own experiment by thinking about the 
question ‘Do all materials stick to magnets?’ They had great fun discovering which materials 
magnets attract and why! Did you know, that paper clips are made of steel or iron and stick to 
magnets? It is safe to say, that we have some super scientists in the making down in Year 1!  

Marvellous Magnets! 

Mosaic Fun 
It has been an action-packed term for Year 3 as they continued their learning of ‘The Romans’. Creativity and 
fun were the focus, as the children began to learn about mosaics. Did you know that rich Romans lived in villas 
and would decorate them using mosaic tiles which could represent scenes from everyday life, mythology and 
even family portraits! Our wonderfully creative children then took their learning outside to recreate a Roman 
mosaic on the playground using chalk (no permanent markers, don’t worry Mr Hardman). It took a few efforts 
to get the design as accurate as possible, but with a bit of perseverance and teamwork, the end result was                       

fantastic.  Equipped with this knowledge, the pupils then set about creating their very 
own Roman mosaic. With their designs in hand, it was time to get a bit messy! The 
children worked brilliantly bringing their designs to life in order to complete their                
excellent creations and the results certainly were impressive – a huge well-done Year 
3! The fun and creativity did not end there! For their Autumn Term project, the                 
children worked tirelessly at home creating their very own magnificent Roman shields. Clutching their 
shields for protection, Year 3 marched off to battle. Using Roman battle formations, each class worked 
hard to protect themselves from the onslaught of war! Thankfully, all children walked away from the 
battle unharmed and will live to tell the tale!   



VOLUME 3,  IS SUE 2  

This term has marked the return of ‘Reading Buddies’, our reading for pleasure activity, in which the 
classes are paired for books-sharing. The ‘Big Buddies’ read aloud 
to their ‘Little Buddies’ and share their thoughts on different texts. 
As a bonus, we have loved taking reading buddies outdoors!  

This term, we also had the ‘Travelling Book Fair’ visit. This fair was 
a great opportunity for children and adults to purchase new texts, 
whilst raising money for the school. You spent £1,441.96 on books 
last week. This means that the school gets a voucher for £805.18 
to spend. What a success!!! We are hoping to buy books that             

explore the themes of diversity or that are written by authors of culturally diverse                      
backgrounds. This will be an excellent way to support our children’s wealth of knowledge and support our ongoing diverse                

curriculum. 

At Grove Park Primary School, we love Reading! 
We are constantly reflecting on what we are          
already doing that is working well, but we also 
are always thinking about how we can make 
Reading even better! So, we took the topic of 
reading to School Council and asked the classes 
to reflect on what they think about reading. The 
feedback was fantastic and our Reading for       

Pleasure activities were mentioned throughout the year levels. The students love Reading 
Buddies! They love the library, Book Week, the colour band books, our classroom book             
corners and class novels. The students had some suggestions on how we could improve reading, such as getting some new texts, 
reading outdoors more often and doing a teacher reading swap! We can’t wait to implement these great thoughts. It was so fantas-
tic to hear the voices of each class across the school! 
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We Love Reading Together 

We Lost An Old Friend :-( 

On a windy Sunday afternoon 
Miss Rodrigues received a phone 
call from Mr Hardman with some 
sad news. Her favourite tree had 
been damaged in a storm. The 
Willow tree near Key Stage 2 has 
been part of the school for              
decades and we are sure that if it 
could talk it would have many 
interesting stories to tell.  

On Monday the full extent of the damage was seen with a 
games table and fence severely damaged by a large branch that 
had snapped in the wind. On Wednesday the gardeners came to 
have a look and it was the worst news possible. The tree had 
decayed from the inside and the whole tree would have to be 
removed. That weekend the gardeners came in with their chain 
saws and harnesses and after many hours of work our beloved 
tree was gone. Mr Hardman has left a waist high stump and 
hopes to create a special table that we can remember it by. 
There is an old saying that ‘every cloud has a silver lining’ and 
we have noticed that the ‘L’ now looks so much bigger now and 
the Y3 Hazel classroom has a lot more light during the day. We 
are hoping that we can plant another tree on the school grounds 
somewhere, although it will never be as beautiful as our                 
wonderful Willow!  
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A Trip Back In Time  
Year 3 finished off their topic about the ruthless Romans by visiting Gunnersbury 
museum and taking part in a fantastic workshop. Time travel was the theme of the 
day as the children travelled back to the Roman era with a lady called Astrid. The 
exciting journey started outside and our intrepid Year 3 historians saw where the 
Romans would have invaded in Brentford – perilously close to Chiswick! Year 3 
loved imagining what it would have been like to have seen the Romans North of 
the Thames in 54BC. 
 
The children’s performance skills were then put to the test as they re-enacted key 
moments in Roman History. Somebody from each class got to dress up like Julius 
Caesar and ordered the rest of the class about as if they were their citizens!  

 
After that, somebody dressed up as Boudicca and led their army to retaliate. It was lots of fun! The journey 
through time then took the children inside to view some Roman artefacts; it was amazing to discover that 

some had been dug up by real-life archaeologists. Astrid made sure she let 
the children (historians) know which artefacts were primary and which were 
secondary sources.  
The fun didn't stop there, as Year 3 were given the opportunity to grind 
herbs that the Romans would have used and even had a go at forming their 
own Roman army. Astrid was very impressed with Grove Park’s formations 
they had learnt in their own Roman battle back at school!  
 
Once the children had travelled back to 2021 they had the opportunity to 
look around the museum, and we saw the Acton Cup, which was a full               

Roman vase discovered in the area. What an amazing day! 

After the last two years, it has been so exciting to be able to hold some events face-to-face 
again! Technology is amazing and we definitely could not have got through the lockdown 
without it but there is nothing better than real human connection, apart from maybe a PTA 
Quiz!! Rich Grant (our wonderful new PTA Chair) asked Miss Rodrigues if the GP Staff 
would like to form a Quiz Team for the long-awaited event. Miss Rodrigues’ phone went 
crazy with volunteers. She even had to set up a dedicated WhatsApp group for the newly 
formed team, who were ‘champing at the bit’ to show off their general knowledge skills and 
brains! Thursday 11th November came and the staff team took their seats in the hall ready 
to take on the other teams of parents and governors! Stiff competition! The staff team was 
made up of: Miss Hart-Winks, Miss Heard, Mr Hibbert, Mrs Hiscocks, Mr Holmes Reed, Miss 
Skinner, Miss S Taylor, Miss Rodrigues and Miss Davies – between them they were                  
confident they would be able to answer lots of questions (although Miss Davies is renowned 
for only knowing the names of Whitney Houston singles and albums) and to be in the top three…surely!  
 
The delicious food provided by ‘Pulled’ was perhaps too much of a distraction, as the Staff Team did not win as they had hoped. 
Weeks of watching University Challenge, The Chase, Egg-Heads and Family Fortunes did not help the staff to make their way onto 
the Leader Board. Miss Taylor gained the team precious points during the drawing round, Miss Heard had gleaned some amazing 
football facts from a well-known reality TV show, Mrs Hiscocks wowed us with her knowledge of Latin and volcanoes, Miss Davies 
knew the name of the dip in the base of a bottle and Mr Hibbert and Mr Holmes Reed were clearly the general knowledge gurus! But 
these Trivial Pursuit-type skills were sadly not enough to push the team to 
the top. But all was not lost – the Staff Team were clearly the champions 
in the Music Round! Miss Hart-Winks, Miss Heard and Miss Taylor 
achieved a flawless 10/10 and for most of the songs (sung by Chloe, Will 
and Max) these musical-geniuses were able to guess the songs correctly in 
literally about two notes or words! Their score and skill are going to take 
some beating! This legendary round meant that the staff could leave with 
their heads held high, despite being ‘quite’ near the ‘lower-middle’ on the 
final score board!! The Governors did brilliantly, coming fourth and the 
winning team included Dave and Nicola who have been ‘quizzing’ for over 
a decade at GP! The whole evening was a great success – bringing            
together our community and raising lots of funds for our school! The              
biggest thank you to the PTA for a brilliant evening!  

Quiztastic! 
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The Best Week Ever 
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“How lucky we were to have the owls come to visit us this term! Our topic in Early Years this half term was Light and Dark and we 
enjoyed reading the story ‘Owl Babies’. This inspired our teachers to arrange for some real-life owls to come 

to visit us in school. Excitedly and curiously we came together in the school hall to meet 
the wonderful owls and even a kookaburra! He made such a loud sound, which sounded 
just like a laugh - we really enjoyed that! The horned owl was big and impressive, with 
such huge wings.  
Did you know that owls like to eat mice, voles and other small animals and they can 
almost turn their heads all the way round? They also have really good hearing, so that 
they can find and catch their prey. 
This was a memorable experience which we will never forget.” 

 

What A Hoot 

In October, Year 6 were incredibly lucky to travel to Kingswood Activity Centre, Kent, for 
their week residential. The aim of the trip was for the children to develop new skills, make 
new friends and learn the importance of perseverance in order to achieve something they 
never thought they could.  
It is also, for most children, the longest they have spent 
away from their parents, and therefore is a good chance to 
experience a greater level of independence in                   
preparation for secondary school.  
 
It is safe to say that all children represented Grove Park in 

an exceptional manner, embodying the principles we would hope Year 6 Grove Parkers would 
possess; trust, respect, empathy and enthusiasm. 
 
Each of the activities provided the children with a chance to demonstrate these important                     
qualities. Whether it was trusting your classmates to hold on tightly to the rope whilst scaling the 

abseiling wall, showing respect when listening to instructors 
during the fire-building, being empathetic to our friends 
when they were finding something daunting, to showing 
100% enthusiasm (despite the inclement weather) for the 
entire week. It was lovely to see how much each and every 
child pushed themselves to achieve something and never give up.  
 
They also loved spending time with their classmates in the dorms and chatting during meal 
times in the dining room. The staff at Kingswood were fantastic and worked hard to ensure 
that the stay was as safe and enjoyable as possible for all of our Grove Parkers.  

In A ‘Motown’ Mood! 

After what seems like a lifetime ago that the choir were last able to practise and perform, the 
time had finally come to share their talents with the rest of the school as well as parents and 
carers. Over the past half term, our two choirs have sung in front of their class mates during 
our Key Stage assemblies as well as entertaining us all during the Christmas Fair. 

With a Motown theme and celebrating Black History Month, Year 4, 5 and 6 sung                    
beautifully to classics such as Marvin Gaye’s ‘Aint no Mountain High Enough’ and ‘Blame it 
on the Boogie’. We even had a few solos during the assembly. As well as singing, the choir 

also showed off their dancing moves. With some clapping, 
jazz hands and a few ‘shimmies’, all involved wowed us! 
They really are a multi-talented bunch.  

During the Christmas Fair on the 4th December, our choirs filled the playground with their                     
wonderful voices by singing ‘Feliz Navidad’ and All I want for Christmas is you! Wearing                
Christmas jumpers and some in Christmas hats, it really did get us all in the Festive Spirit. As 
quoted by an all time favourite movie ELF ‘The best way to spread Christmas Cheer, is singing 
loud for all to hear’. The choir certainly did that and we can’t wait to see some more                      
performances in the New Year.  
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“In Nursery this half term, all of our learning has been based around our 
topic, Light and Dark.   

We have absolutely loved getting our hands dirty in Nursery and as you 
can see from our photos, we have been busy creating and making                   

things using a range of different materials. Here you can see 
us playing in the shaving foam to create patterns and shapes with the cutters and printing our 
handprints.  
 
Lots of our learning has also taken place outdoors where we have been using chalk to make 
meaningful marks. This term also brought our Bonfire Night celebrations, where we used 
sliced toilet tubes to make beautiful firework photos. We thought about the sounds they make such 

as a hiss, squeal, pop and a bang!   
 
We have had such a great Autumn term, where we have settled so 
well into Nursery at Grove Park. All of the Nursery staff are so 
proud of how well we now follow our classroom routines and have 
been impressed with all of our learning. We have made great 
friendships this term and enjoy spending time playing together.” 
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Getting Stuck In! 

One of the many great aspects of Year 6’s study into World War Two is the fact that they have 
so many opportunities to enrich their learning experience by visiting some of the many cultural 
institutions London has to offer.  

 
This term, both Year 6 classes had the chance to visit the Imperial 
War Museum in order to explore the museum’s new World War Two 
exhibition.  
Located near to Waterloo Station, the museum is a hub of learning 
and exploration into the history of human conflict. Housing                     
thousands of artefacts, from uniforms and weapons to tanks and a 
real-life spitfire (which actually fought in the Battle of Britain), the 
Imperial War Museum offers a learning experience like no other.  
 
Whilst at the museum, both classes split into smaller groups so that 
they could explore the many exhibitions in detail. The children                    
completed questions (carefully designed by their teachers) as they explored the exhibits in order to help 
them be critical of the information they were reading.  

 
One of the great new aspects of the World War Two section of the museum is that it 
has been redesigned in order to focus on the individual stories of people who lived 
through the war. There are hundreds of first-hand accounts of their experiences, which 
really helps the children to connect the terrifying events of the war to the people who 

suffered, and survived, through it. It also 
helps them to remember that the people 
who lived through the war were people, 
just like us, helping them to make a                  
genuine connection to the past in order to 
help them shape their future.  
 
The children and adults who attended the trip had such a wonderful time travelling 
into central London, and we all felt so grateful that we have such significant and              
compelling places, so close to our school, in which to learn about and explore the past.  

WW2 - The Learning Continues... 

The art table 
is fun 

I have lots of 
friends!  
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In Science, Year 2 have been learning all about how humans can keep healthy. They discovered that keeping fit 
and doing lots of exercise is not the only way to stay well, but that eating food from different food groups also 
helps! A balanced diet is the key to success! Both Maple and Cedar looked at the difference between protein, 
dairy, carbohydrates and sugary foods. Once they had learnt about these, the fun really started! Both classes 
took their learning outside and drew a giant plate of food containing the different food groups! It is safe to say, a 
few of the children became very hungry looking at these large delicious plates of food on the playground!  
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“What a busy Autumn 2 Term we have had in Reception. Our topic has been Light and Dark and we have been                
using high quality picture books such as: ‘Owl Babies’, ‘Whatever Next’ and ‘The Way back home’. 
These texts have inspired our play and we have thoroughly enjoyed role-playing in our Space 
themed area along with learning about and making planets. We love to get our hands dirty in                         
Reception and we are very creative, so you will often find us making and creating in the art area.  

Through our topic, we have been learning all about nocturnal animals and also hibernation. Did you 
know nocturnal animals sleep during the day and are awake at night time, like a fox? Some animals 
hibernate in the cold winter months, such as hedgehogs. This means they make a warm, cosy and 
safe home to sleep in for weeks or even months for some species!  

The end of the Autumn 2 term, brought along our own preparations and celebrations for Christmas. One of our            
favourite things to do was to make our own Christmas tree decoration to bring into school to hang on our class tree. 
Some creations included, reindeer, snowflakes, Christmas trees and also a Father Christmas!” 

 

Giant Plates Of Food??? 

Special Delivery! 

Light & Dark 

‘The Victorians’ 

What a busy and exciting term it has been for the pupils of Year 4. Continuing their                       
learning of ‘The Victorians’, the children were tasked with re-creating a Victorian artefact 
for their termly project. With their trademark enthusiasm and determination, the pupils set 
about researching the artefact of their choice in order to create a detailed and informative 
fact file. It was then time to build their artefact. Using a host of different methods and                    
materials, the children brought their Victorian item to life. From post-boxes to telephones, 
the variety of artefacts was truly astounding. As a consolidation of their learning, the               
children each delivered a presentation displaying the artefact they had created and                     
explaining what they had learnt in the process. A huge well done Year 4 for your fabulous 
Victorian projects!  

It is a wonderful annual tradition for residents from St. Mary’s Convent to visit Grove 
Park, have tea and hear the children carol singing or alternatively to visit the chapel at 
St.Mary’s Convent to sing their Christmas and seasonal songs. Sadly, this year, with 
the restrictions in place, this could not happen. However, our amazing School Council 
came up with the brilliant idea of Year 6 
delivering our beautiful Cards for                  
Kindness, specially designed by Cezara in 
Year 6 Elder and Jasmine in Year 2           
Cedar, together with some gifts and                
singing our carols outside to the residents 

of St. Mary’s Convent. So this is exactly what the Year 6 School Councillors did on                 
Tuesday 13th December. Harrison, Rachel, Tessa and Tom – with Mrs Hiscocks joining 
the team! – made their way to the convent and entertained the residents with a                   
fabulous  rendition of ‘Feliz Navidad’ and delivered all the cards, a gorgeous poinsettia 
and delicious Christmas treats. We are so proud of Year 6 and how beautifully behaved 
they were – such a credit to Grove Park School! 
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On the 4th of November, Grove Park took part in a global movement to take their 
children outside to learn. We were truly amazed when we saw how many other 
children across the world were taking part in the day too! This really showed us 
just how important the day was.  
 
Reception took their Maths lesson outside and made some wonderful patterns using                  
objects from the natural environment.  
 
Year 1 were busy practising their number formation outside, and everybody across the 
school had lots of fun working out the different numbers during playtime. 
 
Year 2 took their English outside and used their senses to describe the outdoor areas in 
the school. This inspired their fantastic descriptive writing. 
 
Year 3 also took their English outdoors and acted out their origin story for Starjik from 
the Ice Palace. It was so great having all the extra room to move around. 
 
 
Year 4 were learning all about instructions. First, they had to read instructions about 
how to be a successful pick pocketer (linked to their Oliver Twist topic). Then, they went 
outside to act out the instructions. Luckily, they found it quite tricky! 
 
Year 5 introduced their new Science topic, Forces, outside. They investigated lots of             
different pushes and pulls. The staff were all very intrigued when they saw a child 
using the bike in the Imagination Garden! They also took their next Science lesson 
outside, where they investigated the effects of friction. 
 
Year 6 went on a fraction hunt around the school to round off their excellent 
learning during this tricky Maths topic. 
 
 
It was a fantastic day, and fun was had by all! We can’t wait to see what the children get up to outside in 
Spring! In fact, KS1 will begin their Forest School sessions, so we know that lots more memories will be made, 
and outdoor adventures will be had. 
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Outdoor Classroom Day 

 Mary’s Knit, Knit, Knitting away! 

On Monday 6th December, the Reception children put on the most wonderful                      
performance to all of their parents in our school hall. It has been a very long time since 
Grove Park has been able to perform on the stage to family and friends, and this made 
the event even more special than usual. On the morning of the show, parents eagerly 
came into the hall and took a seat, curious to see what was to come. A happy buzz 
filled the air, as Reception Willow and Chestnut classes excitedly and slightly                    
apprehensively walked in and onto the stage. The lights dimmed, creating a cosy                   
atmosphere, before slowly being lifted again 
to reveal a sea of happy faces of children 
bursting into beautiful song, singing loud for 
all to hear.  

Our Festive singing was themed around the Nativity ‘Mary’s Knitting’. Some of our                 
favourite songs included ‘Clickity-Click’, ‘Spinning Away’ and ‘There is a baby born today’. 
The grand event came to an end with the most joyous version of ‘We wish you a Merry 
Christmas’ from the children. There were cheers and claps from all of our families and 
even some tears of joy. Such a magical performance, full of confidence and glee. We 
would like to thank those who came to watch and also say another special well done to 
the Reception children and staff for putting on such a festive performance.   
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Year 1 have had a wonderful Autumn term and learnt lots. From continuing 
with daily phonics, to looking at months of the year in maths to                          
categorising materials in science, it has certainly been packed. As part of the 
Year 1’s ‘Winter Wonderland’ topic, the children in Holly and Beech class 
have been learning all about the Arctic including: which animals can be 
found there, the type of houses people live in and even how people travel 
around.  
 
On Wednesday 1st December, Year 1 were lucky enough to have a live 
Zoom with a lady who has just come back from being on an expedition in 
the Arctic. She was able to tell them lots of interesting facts about animals, 

the cold weather and her own experience! The children were able to ask lots of questions as well. What 
a great way to explore a topic and part of the world that is so different from living here in Chiswick!  
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Arctic Explorers!  

Florence Is In The Building  
Right at the start of Autumn 2, Maple and Cedar class were lucky enough to take a trip to the Gunnersbury 
Museum and meet the real life Florence Nightingale herself! The children had been learning all about ‘The 
Lady with the Lamp’ and produced fact files on her during their topic lessons. But it was wonderful to find 

out some even more interesting things about her! They met her family, some 
soldiers that she nursed, as well as looking into how people were photographed 
during the Victorian times! Did you know that Florence was actually born in 
Italy? It was wonderful to explore the museum and discover some of the toys 
children also played with during the Victorian times. Some of the children even 
practised ballroom dancing in the grand hall! You might see some of them on 
Strictly Come Dancing soon!  We can’t wait for some more school trips in 
Spring Term!  

Christmas Has Arrived At GP! 
Christmas Dinner Day is always a            
special day at GP, as soon as we see 
the Cranberry Sauce and Brussel 
Sprouts we know that December 25th     
is not far away. Ivana (the kitchen             
manager from Chartwells) arrived at 
6:30 in the morning to start preparing              
nearly 400 meals and what an           
amazing job she did!  

At 10:30, Mr Hardman and a team of 
helpers set up the dining room with 
table clothes and Christmas crackers!  

When lunch started, the music was turned up and the children and 
staff had a lovely time eating together. Once again it is these                   
special moments that we remember and appreciate, having missed 
out in previous years. What a special occasion! 

As we approach the holidays, we would like to say a huge thank 
you to all of the lunchtime supervisors (SMSAs) who work incredibly 
hard to ensure that the children have a great lunchtime. They are 
such an important part of the team! Lunchtimes are crucial for the 
children to recharge and expend some energy before the afternoon 
begins, so they can be productive learners. Thank you Miss Deborah 
and the SMSA team for all that you do for the children at GP. 
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Year 4 have been on a classic journey through the tale of Oliver Twist this half-term. Inspired by Charles 
Dicken’s wonderful story of young Oliver and his adventures in London, the children set about writing a 
set of instructions detailing how to successfully pick a pocket (or two)! Following a precarious (pretend!)             
re-enactment of the process of pickpocketing, the children were equipped with the steps required and 
wrote their instructions, focussing on expanded noun phrases and parenthesis to add detail. Though the 
children are now masters in pickpocketing, we know for certain that no one in Year 4 would actually wish 
to pick a pocket in real life! But perhaps some will one day become authors; their narratives, inspired by 
the story of Oliver Twist, were truly mesmerising! Starting with a description of Victorian London, the 
scene was set using similes and the senses. The build-up, climax and resolution followed, resulting in a                 
four-chapter narrative – phew, what an achievement! We hope you can see some of their writing when 
you come and visit next term! 
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Pick Pocketing Galore  

Henry And His Many Many Wives 

For the Year 5 cohort, Autumn 2 has been jam-packed with fun and excitement. 
From writing a newspaper report, to creating a parachute for an egg – it certainly 
has been an eventful 7 weeks. One major highlight of the term was the visit to 
Hampton Court Palace; one of Henry VIII’s 55 palaces! Arriving at Hampton Court, 
Year 5 began the day by exploring the Tudor King’s apartments. Starting in The 
Great Hall, the children were thoroughly impressed by the Abraham Tapestries, 
which were made using silver and gold thread, and cost £2,000 at the time (the 
same price as two battleships)! One of their favourite areas to explore was The  
Chapel Royal where the children viewed a replica of Henry VIII’s crown – it weighed 
just over 3kg - the children were quite pleased that they didn’t have to try it on!                     
Following the tour, Year 5 took part in a workshop where they were taken through 
the kitchens and learnt all about the food that was served in Hampton Court Palace. 

Although it was not quite Bake Off or Master Chef, Year 5 were astounded to find out that 1,200 meals were served each day in 
the palace! Did you know it was considered rude to eat everything you were given? Visiting the palace really brought learning to 
life and enabled the children to clearly envisage what life would have been life for Henry, his (many) wives and his courtiers. 

Not One But Two Festive Fiestas 
There are always some unusual things happening at GP, but perhaps one of the strangest sights this half-term was seeing the staff 
up ladders in the playground. Were they climbing the trees? Were they looking for footballs on the roof? All became clear on      
Friday 10th December and Tuesday 14th December, when the Key Stage 2 singing performances took place in the playground! The 
staff had been secretly decorating the trees with beautiful paper snowflakes to adorn the stage for the Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 Festive 
Fiestas! The families took their place in the audience and enjoyed a wonderful concert whilst sipping a cup of mulled wine or hot 
chocolate kindly sold by our PTA. The weather was nice to us on both occasions and the joyous singing lifted everyone’s spirits as 
it has been so long since the children have been able to share live performances with their families – what a treat! Well done to all 
and thank you to the staff for all of the rehearsals and preparation and ladder-climbing!  
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Over the past few weeks, the Year 1 and Year 2 (KS1) children and staff have been working              
incredibly hard to practise their songs and lines for their KS1 Nativity ‘Hey Ewe’. Based around the 
story of baby Jesus, we have two curious sheep who spot Mary, Joseph and a Donkey wondering 
through the land and wonder where they might be going. KS1 have had lots of fun putting their                       
performance together; wearing their costumes; performing on stage and learning dance routines. 
Actually, we think the KS1 teachers might have liked learning the dances more than the children! 
They have been caught a few times dancing and singing in their classroom during break time. If 

you come down the corridor to Year 1 and 2, you will certainly hear children singing ‘Hustle Bustle’ or ‘Calypso 
Kings’ which are our absolute favourites. I think some of us are even been singing them in our sleep! They were so 
excited to perform to their parents and carers and everyone is so happy that they were able to watch it! A huge 
thank you to everyone involved in rehearsals and practices as well as making the stage look festive and magical!   
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KS1 Nativity: Hey Ewe! 

Here We Go Round The Mulberry Bush  

We love a reason to celebrate at Grove Park – especially after the last couple of years – and if we can 
combine a festive event with helping a charity then… even better! So, that is always the plan for our                  
annual Christmas Jumper Day! On Friday 10th December many of the children and staff adorned their 
brightly coloured tunics and tinsel, sweaters and socks. On this day the school is always traditionally full 
of bright colours, while we try our hardest to fill buckets with cash for a worthy charity. ! It is so hard to 
choose who to support, but this year we chose a local organisation that has helped many of our children, 
families and staff – The Mulberry Centre based at West Middlesex Hospital. We invited Tom Stockton 
from the centre to lead a virtual assembly and he was honoured to meet the classes and tell them about 
the wonderful work of the charity and the support, advice, activities, therapies and respite that The                        
Mulberry offers to cancer patients at all stages of their diagnosis, treatment and journey. Tom told Miss 
Davies that he has never met such a respectful, kind and polite school; he was so grateful for our support. 
Tom asked Miss Davies to pass on his heartfelt thanks to everyone who donated! 
We raised an impressive £333. Well done all!  

Contributing to the lives of others and 
supporting our community are hugely 
important to us at Grove Park and we 
hope to continue to support The                          
Mulberry in the future – especially as 
Tom has said it would be great if our 
GP Choir could sing at the centre’s                               
birthday celebrations next year!  

Energy Efficiency! 

Mr Hardman is always working hard in the background to make the school as energy efficient as 
possible, reminding us to turn off lights and computers. But then we got involved in a project 
which actually started many, many years ago, which would help us improve our efficiency on a 
much greater level. In the first phase of works many adaptations were made which included     
installing the solar panels on the roof of the Key Stage 2 building.  

In September 2020 we applied for and secured a grant as part of the public 
sector decarbonisation scheme, this is a grant through Hounslow Council energy 
team and a company called Asset Plus. The aim of the grant is to further                 
improve energy efficiency in schools by developing energy efficient technologies. 
The main feature of this next part of work has involved the installation of an Air Source Heat Pump including        
additions to our existing pipework. At the moment we are waiting for the power to be connected and the system 
to be commissioned. When we asked Mr Hardman how this new pump would 
help us be more eco-friendly he explained that “the air source heat pump works 
by drawing in cold air from outside into a liquid refrigerant at a low                        

temperature. Then by using electricity the pump compresses the liquid to increase its temperature. 
It then condenses back into a liquid to release its stored heat, the heat is then sent to the       
radiators, this heating of the radiators means our existing boilers have to work less, thereby using 
less gas to achieve the required level of heating in the school.” Wow!!! How interesting… At the 
moment just with our solar panels we have generated 93.94 megawatt (Mwh) hours of energy, 
resulting in a saving of 24,011KG of C02 emissions. This is the equivalent of planting 24,011 
trees. If you ever want to check for yourselves, you can view our energy savings on the screen in 
the foyer!  
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Prospective parents, embarking on the difficult task of choosing a school 
for their four-year-old in September, have been able to actually visit Grove 
Park this half-term. One of the things they often ask during their tour is 
‘What makes Grove Park so special?’. This is a hard question to answer as 
there are so many reasons! But one thing they always comment on is the 
sense of belonging and the importance that GP gives to the contribution 
we make to our local and global community. A sense of belonging is vital 
to each and every one of us – it’s like our very own tree roots holding us firm and giving us strength during the varied storms of 
life!  

This half-term we have been directing our thoughts back to what is available in 
our local area to enrich the lives of our pupils – especially after having to be 
indoors for so long. The inspiring and humble Carol Powers has been part of 
the Chiswick community for many years and she came to talk to Key Stage 2 
in one of our assemblies in Autumn 2. Carol told us all about Cedars Youth 
Club and Miss Davies was very disappointed that she was too old to attend, 
because it sounds amazing! Cedars is an activity club for children aged 6 – 11 
at Chiswick Methodist Church on Monday evenings between 5:30 and 7pm. 
Each week they focus on a different activity all for only £1 a week! During the 
assembly we heard from Carol and some children who already attend the 
Youth Club. There is definitely something for everyone: caving, football,                
cooking, talks from pilots, parachute games and art! Extra-curricular activities, 
hobbies and activities are truly powerful and make a huge difference to our 

well-being – so it was brilliant to hear that these are all on our doorstep! More children have started attending Cedars and we are 
truly grateful to Carol for all she does for young people in West London! If you fancy trying something new, making new friends, 
belonging to a great group and having fun on Monday evenings go along and give Cedars a try (sorry adults – it’s for the                    
youngsters only!) 
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Youth Clubs Are Fun 

Year 6 Were Out On A Trip Again :-) 
Year 6 had another chance this term to visit the fantastic National Archives in Kew, as part of their World 
War Two history topic. The main reason Year 6 were visiting the 
archive was for the children to have the opportunity to see and                  
explore their vast array of original World War Two propaganda                 
posters.  
 
After a fresh walk down the river towards the archive, the children 
began the sessions learning about the role of propaganda posters in 
the war, and how they played a vital role in boosting moral,                   
recruiting soldiers and encouraging people to ‘do their bit’.  
 
The children had the chance to then see the original designs for the 
posters, which were all constructed and created by hand. It was interesting to find out how the posters 

were made, with images and text layered on top of one another. These designs were then layered with ink and printed in a press to 
make hundreds of replicas to be distributed to the streets of Britain.  

 
The trip was another chance for our Year 6 pupils to make a genuine                 
connection to the past by exploring primary sources of information to                   
facilitate their learning and understanding. It also gave them a chance to 
apply their critical eye, and understand that messages and information can 
be used to coerce people to think in certain ways, an understanding which is 
vital in the modern era.  
 
It was wonderful to have another chance to experience the historical                           
resources London has to offer, and we look forward to returning to the        
archive in the future.  
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Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA Update 

It’s the end of the Autumn Term.  In some ways it feels like only yesterday the children were going 
back to school to start their new year…and in others it feels like it’s been a long, long term!  

When I last wrote in October, I suggested that the Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA had had a busy 
few weeks.  Well, that nothing compared to how busy the last few weeks have been! It has been 
humbling to see just how many parents and carers have been willing to volunteer their time and              
energy to help with the multitude of different events we’ve been running in November and December. In total, with your help 
and support, we have now raised over £10,000.  

The highlight has to be the Christmas Fair on Saturday 4th December.  It was such a joy to see so many families come through 
the gates and brave the chilly weather to join in the fun. It felt like there was a real buzz of excitement and energy and it               
really was wonderful to see the smiles on children’s faces. It was such fun that we’ve written a song all about it – see next 
page! 

To make the fair happen we needed a few key ingredients: 

- lots of volunteers to give up their time to help out with the many different stalls.   
- local businesses to offer donations to help with our raffle and stalls  
- families to turn up, and  
- the support of the school to make it happen.  
 

All those things came together perfectly.   In particular I want to thank our major sponsors, Whitman & Co, Budgens, Snappy 
Snaps and Bizzie Buddies for their support.   

  

 

 

I want to thank Miss Rodriques and Mr Hardman for helping us to get so organised before the event.  I want to thank Mr Nind 
for orchestrating such wonderful Christmas songs. Finally, I want to thank Miss Davies who has provided encouragement and 
support throughout and was there till the end to lock up!  

The Fair demonstrated so wonderfully, the value we can create with the triangular relationship between the PTA, the school 
and our local businesses.  We’ll be aiming to leverage this even more in 2022.  

Although the Fair was a highlight of the last couple of months, we also had numerous other events which helped to bring our 
school community together and raised money for Grove Park Primary:  

- Our School Quiz in November raised over £1,100  
- Snack Sales, with the support of Budgens, have helped to raise over £700 
- Clothing Sales – both pre loved and new, have raised £1,500 this year. 
- Our Christmas Goodie Bags and Christmas Tree sales both helped raise more money for the school.  

 

Want to help? 

In the new year we’ll be exploring some other new ideas to bring together our community.  If you have ideas, feedback, 
would like to get involved, or just want to chat through what volunteering might mean, then please get in touch.  Please write 
to PTAGroveparkprimary@gmail.com, contact your class rep, or message Richard on 07815 755153 or Adriana on 07446 
357911.   

If you would like to make a one off or monthly donation to the Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA then just click the link                 
below.  You can Gift Aid your donations now too! 

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/friends-of-grove-park-pta 

 
Have a wonderful festive break with your family and thanks once again for all your fantastic support. 

 
Richard Grant 
Chair of the Friends of Grove Park Primary PTA  

mailto:PTAGroveparkprimary@gmail.com
https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/friends-of-grove-park-pta




 

  
Grove Park Primary School  

Calendar of Events – Spring Term 2022 

  

Monday 3rd Jan INSET DAY - SCHOOL CLOSED 

  
Tuesday 4th Jan 

  
Children back to school 

Tuesday 18th Jan 

  
Parents’ Forum via Zoom 18:30 

  

Monday 7th Feb 

(all week) 

 
CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 

 

Monday 14th Feb HALF TERM 

Monday 21st Feb 

  
Children back to school 

  

Monday 28th Feb 

(all week) 

  
READING WEEK 

  

Thursday 3rd Mar 

  
World Book Day 

  

Monday 7th Mar 

(all week) 

  
TRAVELLING BOOK FAIR 

  

Friday 11th Mar 

  
Parent Workshop with Jo Lo 9:15 – 10:15 (Discussion topic TBC) 

  

Monday 14th Mar 

(all week) WORK CELEBRATION FOR PARENTS 

Friday 18th Mar Comic Relief/Red Nose Day 

Friday 25th Mar  Prospective Nursery 2022 - Open Morning @ 9:15  

Monday 28th Mar 

(all week) VIRTUAL PARENTS EVENING MEETINGS 

Thursday 31st Mar Easter EGGS-hibition! 

Friday 1st Apr Toy Day - Last day of term @ 13:30 

  END OF TERM: Return to school Tuesday 19th April 



Term Dates 2021/2022 

Autumn Term 2021 

TERM DATES Wednesday, 1st September – Friday, 17th December 
2021 

Children start school on Friday 3rd September 2021 

HALF TERM Monday, 25th October – Friday, 29th October 2021 

* Inset Day Wednesday, 1st September 2021 

* Inset Day Thursday, 2nd September 2021 

* Inset Day Friday, 19th November 2021 

* Inset Day Friday, 17th December 2021 

Spring Term 2022 

TERM DATES Tuesday, 4th January – Friday, 1st April 2022 

HALF TERM Monday, 14th February – Friday, 18thFebruary 2022 

EASTER HOLIDAYS Monday, 4th April to Monday, 18th April 2022 

Summer Term 2022 

TERM DATES Tuesday, 19th April – Thursday, 21st July 2022 

HALF TERM Monday, 30th May – Friday, 3rd June 2022 

* Bank Holiday Monday, 2nd May 2022 

* Inset Day Thursday, 21st July 2022 

 
*Inset Day - school closed 

 


