
Parents’ Forum Agenda –22
nd 

May, 2014 

 

PSA (Jo Lovatt) 

Jo explored the possibility of inviting Gill Heinz to do a workshop on confidence building.  There would be a charge 

for the workshop, however there are discounts for parents on benefits and/ or support.  

Home work clubs (Y1, Y3, Y4) 

Would it be possible for the school to rum a homework club? I really do think that this would benefit many of the 

children. I know there are many other schools who run this and from what I hear it is very successful. It is a great 

opportunity for the children who have difficulties with their work to get that extra support. Also I know from my own 

experience that my kids find it very difficult to complete the homework at home on a weekend due to distractions 

from their younger siblings:  Mr Cornelius suggested that in consultation with the teaching staff he would look into 

the need and feasibility of having a homework club.  He did however emphasis that homework clubs and other 

school support activities are not designed to replace the parental/carer responsibility to provide home support to 

the kids.  Parents/ carers need to provide the time for their kids at weekend and the school and PSA are happy to 

provide information or sign post to resources on how best to achieve this. They would only consider providing it as 

additional support in a similar vein to the intervention groups and maths booster classes that some teachers provide 

to support the class learning. The Friday morning parent workshops are another resource for parents and Jo will 

consider organising one on supporting home learning.  

 

Staff decisions (reception)  

I just wanted to find out about the process the head teacher and staff use to decide on whether teachers stay with 

their existing class for the next year, or move to another class? So my son is in Catkins, and as I understand, the 

decision on whether Ms Owen continues with them for another year, or even if the children in Catkins stay as Catkins, 

or if they get mixed with some of Blossom, is still in the process of being decided. So could we find out a bit more on 

how these decisions are made? The decision on who will teach who in each class is made in the summer term and is 

based on overall school strategies. It would be very unusual for a teacher to stay with the same class, and this is only 

done in exceptional circumstances. By and large teachers teach the same year groups as they gain expertise in the 

curriculum and can develop lesson plans. The school does try and keep the class groups the same as they go up the 

class as this supports friendships, the journey up the school and group identity. Frequent changes can be disruptive 

to the journey. If there are considerations that necessitate class changes these will be communicated to the parents 

and children in a timely manner.  

 

Head teacher issues (all years)  

Can we have an update on what is happening in our search for a head-teacher? What is the transition plan? What 

will happen if a head is not found? A formal notice from the chair of governors will be coming around to update the 

school on this matter.  The priority for the governors and the school is to find the right person and not to fill the post 

in a hasty manner. Due to the timing of the first advert a suitable candidate did not apply and so the post will be re-

advertised in September, to provide ample opportunity for the best candidate to apply.  As head teachers need to 

give a terms notice, it is possible that there will not be a head teacher until the summer term next year. The school 

has robust procedures in place and an excellent leadership team and it is not envisaged that the school will suffer 

with the substantive post unfilled for 1-3 terms.   

 

Traffic (Y1) 

I’ve noticed increased amount of parents recently who think it’s ‘OK’ to stop on the yellow zig-zags outside the school 

gates to drop off their children provided they don’t actually park the car and keep the engine running. Can a message 

be sent out to remind parents that this is both dangerous and irresponsible? Not sure this would prove popular(!) but 

if it were felt this was becoming a serious issue then, if there was the possibility of asking the council put up CCTV on 

the zig-zag area with a fine for any vehicle who stops on it during school hours with any fines (or majority 

percentage) being donated to the school. This news item also mentions a study in which a number of parents thought 

it was OK to stop on the zig zags ‘just for a minute':http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-27429481:  There is full 

agreement and support from the school with the concerns raised and these have been raised with the council on 

several occasions. However, there seems to be a lack of political will in the council to address these issues. 

Moreover, the assessment of the impact of expansion on traffic was done during walk to school week. The main 

option is for parents, as voters to keep the pressure on through lobbying. The school has no powers to police traffic. 



In particular the school or parents cannot photograph or place warning messages on cars. The school is happy to 

raise the specific issue with Imagine about their bus.  

 

Dinner (Y1, Y4) 

I am quite concerned as both my children are quite healthy eaters,, however, on many occasion, as recently as last 

week, they have informed me that they are not always satisfied with the amount of food available/served at lunch 

times or that it runs out and they come home “starving”:  The school and Mr Cornelius have been aware and 

concerned about the issue with food. There is now going to be a change in providers. The new provider, who has 

taken over the old provider, has extensive experience with school catering and is aware of the school’s concerns.  

They will arrange a tasting for parents. However, it will be important to remain vigilant as if the standards do not 

improve quickly the school will look for alternative providers    

 

Aktiva clubs for girls too (Y2, Y4) 

There isn’t a sport on offer for the older girls, other than football. Can we request Netball as an after school club, for 

girls Y3 and higher and ballet for the older girls - but please so they don't clash on the same day! If we can’t do Ballet 

how about hockey or lacrosse?  This was taken on board. Vicky reported that the Aktiva have expanded the range of 

clubs. The program of after school clubs for next year is varied and exciting.  Feedback on the email booking system 

used this term was positive. 

 

 

*Next Parents’ Forum will take place on the 3
rd

 of July, 2014* 
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