Pupil Premium Strateqy Statement: 2025 - 2026

Grove Park Primary School

This statement details Grove Park’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 2025 to 2026
academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this academic year and the
effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our school.

School overview

Detail: Data:

School name Grove Park Primary School

Number of pupils in school 433 including Nursery

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 16% eligible for deprivation Pupil
Premium funding (Free School
Meals)

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium strategy 2025/26 to 2027/28

plan covers — linked with our 3 year School Development
Strategy: https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/School-
Development-Strategy/

Date this statement was published December 2025

Date on which it will be reviewed December 2026

Statement authorised by Rachel Davies, Headteacher
Pupil premium lead Rachel Davies, Headteacher
Governor Martin Davies

Funding overview

Detail Amount
Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £92,415
Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year N/A
Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous years (enter £0 £0

if not applicable)

Total budget for this academic year £92,415



https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/School-Development-Strategy/
https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/School-Development-Strategy/

Part A: Pupil premium strateqgy plan. Statement of intent

Underpinning our ethos at Grove Park is a ‘personal growth’ model of teaching whereby the ‘whole child’
is educated. All members of our community are treated with respect and dignity. Our school values are:
Trust, Respect, Enthusiasm and Empathy and the needs of our most vulnerable pupils are fundamental to
our ethos and practice. We have a proactive, whole school approach to meeting the needs of all of our
pupils and using funding effectively. We are a hub of high expectations, standards and creative flair which
ensures that all children have the opportunity to reach their potential. The curriculum is unique to Grove
Park and our children — we have a strong focus on rich vocabulary, language and progressive subject
knowledge, contextualised learning, creativity and academic rigour. Our curriculum is ambitious and
designed to give all learners, particularly the most disadvantaged and those with special educational needs
and/or disabilities (SEND) or high needs, the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life.

Grove Park is very proud of the attainment and progress of all our pupils. We have high aspirations for all
pupils and the positive impact of our use of the Pupil Premium Grant funding can clearly be seen in our
school performance data. Please click on the following links to view this data:

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/ 102485/ grove-park-primary-

school/primary

https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Early-Years/

https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/End-of-Key-Stage-2/

https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Phonics-Screening-Check/

Our intention is that all pupils, irrespective of their background or the challenges they face, make good
progress and achieve high attainment across all subject areas. The focus of our pupil premium strategy is
to support disadvantaged pupils to achieve that goal, including progress for those who are already high
attainers. We will consider the challenges faced by vulnerable pupils, such as those who have a social
worker and young carers. The activity we have outlined in this statement is also intended to support their
needs, regardless of whether they are disadvantaged or not. High-quality teaching is at the heart of our
approach, with a focus on areas in which disadvantaged pupils require the most support. This is proven to
have the greatest impact on closing the disadvantage attainment gap and at the same time will benefit the
non-disadvantaged pupils in our school. Implicit in the intended outcomes detailed below, is the intention
that non-disadvantaged pupils’ attainment will be sustained and improved alongside progress for their

disadvantaged peers.

Our strategy is also integral to wider school plans for education recovery, notably in its targeted support
using tutoring for pupils whose education has been worst affected in particular by the pandemic, including
non-disadvantaged pupils.



https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/102485/grove-park-primary-school/primary
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/school/102485/grove-park-primary-school/primary
https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Early-Years/
https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/End-of-Key-Stage-2/
https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Phonics-Screening-Check/

Our approach will be responsive to common challenges and individual needs, rooted in robust diagnostic
assessment, not assumptions about the impact of disadvantage. The approaches we have adopted
complement each other to help pupils excel. To ensure they are effective we will:

e ensure disadvantaged pupils are challenged in the work that they'’re set

e act early to intervene at the point need is identified

e adopt a whole school approach in which all staff take responsibility for disadvantaged pupils’” out-
comes and raise expectations of what they can achieve

Challenges

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our disadvantaged pupils.

Challenge | Detail of challenge
number

1 The majority of the pupils at Grove Park who are eligible for Pupil Premium also have
English as an Additional Language (EAL) Writing development can be significantly affected,

requiring explicit vocabulary, sentence structure and transcription teaching.

2 Approximately a third of the pupils who are eligible for Pupil Premium also have additional
needs and/or vulnerabilities (largely speech, language and communication or
social/emotional needs) These difficulties present direct barriers to writing fluency,

composition, communication and oral rehearsal.

3 Financial and other complex barriers and challenges for families significantly reduced these
children’s exposure to, understanding and regular use of rich vocabulary & expressive
language that enables them to express their views and opinions succinctly, articulately and
with confidence. This widens the writing gap, particularly for EAL pupils who rely heavily
on school-based language exposure.

4 Due to external pressures (e.g. the cost of living crisis) parents and carers have found that
their ability and capacity to support their children’s cultural experiences, mental well-being,
physical development, access to high quality books and literature have all been affected.
This reduces pupils’ opportunities to develop expressive language needed for writing and
other forms of communication.

Intended outcomes

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, and how we will

measure whether they have been achieved.



Intended outcome

Success criteria

For pupils who are eligible for Pupil Premium and those
children significantly impacted by the lockdown to
continue to be confident, resilient, engaged and
interested learners who are making rapid and sustained
progress across the curriculum and building their
vocabulary as a ‘hook’ for future learning.

For the gap in attainment and progress to

continue  to be narrowed between

disadvantaged pupils and their peers.

End of year assessment data in all year groups
shows the positive impact of our use of

puplils eligible for Pupil premium and their peers in
reading (reading for pleasure and skills) and maths
(reasoning, vocabulary and mastery) This includes closing
the writing gap by improving transcription and
composition skills.

This includes developing writing fluency, sentence funding.

accuracy and expressive vocabulary for disadvantaged

EAL pupils.

To further narrow the gap between the attainment of Pupil outcomes (including books/displays)

show that pupils eligible for PPG are at least
at Age Related Expectations and produce work
across the curriculum that is of a consistently
high quality — particularly in terms of their use
of expressive language and vocabulary — in
line with our high expectations of all pupils at
Grove Park.

For parents and carers to continue to be supported so
that they feel more equipped and confident to support
their children at home particularly with the development
of their technical and expressive vocabulary, reading
comprehension and resilience and independence as a
learners when outside the classroom.

All pupils have the tools and support to
requlate their emotions.

To achieve and sustain improved wellbeing for all pupils
in our school, particularly our disadvantaged pupils.

Sustained high levels of wellbeing demon-
strated by qualitative data from student
voice, student and parent surveys and teacher
observations

Every child has the opportunity to take part in enrichment
activities so that their language skills are developed
through contextualised and real experiences.

For pupils improved self-confidence to impact
on their progress and attainment across the
curriculum.

Activity in this academic year

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) this academic

year to address the challenges listed above.

Teaching

Budgeted cost: £54,000




Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge
number(s)
addressed

High quality Teaching Assistants | TAs support with interventions, teaching of high- 1,2,3&4

(TAs) in every year group and also | quality vocabulary and reading to ensure gaps

delivering additional interventions: | are narrowed. Positive impact in school data.

Phonics, pre-teaching of vocabulary,

language/spelling/sentence

confidence, memory and reading. (Guidance Report)

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/e
ducation-evidence/quidance-reports/teaching-
assistants

Oral language interventions have a high impact
on pupil outcomes of 6 months’ additional
progress.
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educ
ation-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-
language-interventions

Phonics has a positive impact overall (+5 months)
with very extensive evidence and is an important
component in the development of early reading

Two experienced teachers offering | skills, particularly  for children  from

whole school support for pupils | disadvantaged backgrounds.

ing int | dat d

using internal data and a range of https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educa

assessments to allocate support. : ; : , : :
tion-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
Additional teacher model used across the school
(tried and tested in Key Stage 1 & 2) and data
tracked by governors to assess impact. Pupil voice
indicates model is highly effective too.

Writing CPD and Research-Led | National Literacy Trust — Reading & 1,2,3

Practice: Staff receive ongoing | Writing Research

writing trammg lgd by ASS[S.t(.mt https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/

Head, aligned with DfE Writing ' > >

Framework.

Reading Champions Leadership: BookTrust — Reading for Pleasure Impact 1,3,4

Staff-led pupil champions promote
diversity, pupil voice and library
partnerships.

Research

5
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https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-
do/impact-and-research/

Maths taught through story and
real life contexts. Curriculum based
on stories and quality picture books.

The size of a pupil's vocabulary in their early
years of schooling is a significant predictor of
academic attainment and success in life (Save the
Children 2016; Parsons & School 2011; ED
Hirsch 1999)

Very high impact for very low cost based on
extensive research.

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/educ
ation-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-
language-interventions

1,3&4

Staff training/CPD on the use of
Mastery.

Staff training on the mastery ap-
proach and how to use it to ensure
disadvantaged children reach their
full potential — including for Time
Tables acquisition and application

Progress and attainment monitored
by class teachers, SLT and gover-
nors

Purchase of and access to manipu-
latives for all maths lessons and
year groups and updated White
Rose Scheme

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/e
ducation-evidence/teaching-learning-
toolkit/mastery-learning

NCTEM: All pupils need access to mathematical
concepts and ideas and to the rich connections
between them

NCTEM: Challenge is provided by going deeper
rather than accelerating into new mathematical
content. Teaching is focused, rigorous and
thorough, to ensure that learning is sufficiently
embedded and sustainable over time. Long term
gaps in learning are prevented through speedy
teacher intervention. More time is spent on
teaching topics to allow for the development of
depth and sufficient practice to embed learning.

12 &4

Targeted academic support

Budgeted cost: £4,000
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Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge
number(s)
addressed

Purchase of an on-line Maths | Children are not held back due to any financial 1& 4

and Reading hom?—learning Pro- | circumstances or parents’ level of English. Medium cost

Qmmme and pupils have a log- for high impact. Article ‘Pupil Premium Best Practice’

in to use at home.

By Matt Bromley September 2019

Support for parents on how to

use the home learning

programs.

Parent surveys to ascertain

areas of support which can

then be addressed by Maths

Lead

Oral language interventions: Evidence suggests that oral language interventions are 1,2&3

Bucket Time, Speech & successful in a variety of environments. The majority of

Languag.e.Groups, weekly the evidence relates to younger children, there is also

staff tr.ammg from SPeeCh clear evidence that older learners, and particularly

therapists, pre-teaching of disad d oupils. benefit. An additional 5 h

vocabulary isadvantaged pupils, benefit. An additional 5 months

progress for pupils is seen in research and studies of
Staff Training on the use of the impact of oral interventions.
Colourful Semantics
Wider strategies
Budgeted cost: £35,000

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge
number(s)
addressed

Parent Support Advisor (PSA) The PSA organises workshops to support all 1&4

support the families

Forum.

Our PSA works 2 days per week to
of our PP
children and to support Parents’

parents, parenting classes to support struggling
& vulnerable families, childcare during the
holidays and events to enrich children’s lives.
Low cost for high impact.




Parent Workshops led in the evening and
recorded for parents:

https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Parents/
Parent-Workshops/

2 Learning Mentors
4 afternoons each a week

Allotment and outdoor learning to
build resilience for most vulnerable pu-
pils

Mindfulness and well-being training
for mentors

Demand Avoidance, Trauma informed
approach, Attachment training for all

staff.

Staff training delivered by training
provider from Adoption UK/Brave-
heart: impact of early trauma and un-
derstanding the challenges  for
adopted/vulnerable children within the
education system.

Two structured well-being lunch clubs
for disadvantaged pupils including
those who are looked after/post-
looked after. Resources for art activi-
ties and games for these sessions also
purchased. Led by one of the Well-Be-
ing Learning Mentors.

Quiet Area in the playground every
lunchtime to create a quieter more-
structured space for children to access
if they wish. Facilitated by a TA with
experience working with children with
additional needs and vulnerabilities.

The learning mentors work with children on a
1:1 or small group basis in a confidential manner
which supports their learning, encouraging high
aspirations, raising self-esteem and motivating
learners. Moderate cost for high impact.

Education Endowment Fund (EEF) Toolkit: There
is some evidence to suggest that disadvantaged
pupils are less likely to use metacognitive and
self-requlatory strategies without being explicitly
taught these strategies. Explicit teaching of
metacognitive and self-regulatory strategies
could therefore encourage such pupils to practise
and use these skills more frequently in the future.
With explicit teaching and feedback, pupils are
more likely to use these strategies independently
and habitually, enabling them to manage their
own learning and

overcome  challenges

themselves in the future.

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/e

ducation-evidence/teaching-learning-

toolkit/metacognition-and-self-requlation

Play and social skills can be supported and
modelled and supported.

2&4



https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Parents/Parent-Workshops/
https://www.groveparkprimary.co.uk/Parents/Parent-Workshops/
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Zones of Regulation being used to pro-
vide strategies to help pupils more
aware of and independent in manag-
ing their emotions and improve their
ability to problem solve: whole staff
training and pupil sessions delivered
by TAs

Zones of Regulation training for
SMSAs and parents — led by Speech
Therapist and SENCO

Attachment and Trauma Training at-
tended by teachers and TAs

Fund (EEF) Toolkit
indicates that metacognition and self-regulation

Education Endowment
approaches have consistently high levels of
impact, with pupils making an average of seven

months’ additional progress.

EEF Remote Learning Review 2020

Feedback from Pupil, Staff and Parent Surveys
and Discussion Groups

schools to ours, we have identified a need to set
a small amount of funding aside to respond
quickly to needs that have not yet been identi-

fied.

Families of vulnerable children can | Overall, studies of adventure learning interven- All
reach out to school if they need to ex- | tions consistently show positive benefits on aca-
plore financial support e.g. with ac- | demic learning.
cessing clubs; school journey; school
trips; visitors and workshops in school, | On average, pupils who participate in adven-
afterschool enrichment and breakfast | ture/extra-curricular experiences make approxi-
club where necessary. mately four additional months’ progress over the
course of a year.

Children eligible for Pupil Premium to
be supported with access to extra-cur- | There is also evidence of an impact on non-
ricular clubs and sports activities cognitive outcomes such as self-confidence.

. . . (Education Endowment Fund EEF Research)
Provide school equipment and uniform
so that pupils can focus on their
learning and not be disadvantaged in
any way.
Contingency fund for acute issues. Based on our experiences and those of similar All

Total budgeted cost: £43,000



https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Remote_learning_evidence_review/Rapid_Evidence_Assessment_summary.pdf

Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic year.
How Pupil Premium was spent in 2024/2025

During 2024/2025, the Pupil Premium Grant was used in a variety of ways to for all pupils, irrespective of
their background or the challenges they face, to make good progress and achieve high attainment across all
subject areas. The focus of our pupil premium strategy in 2024/25 was to support disadvantaged pupils to
achieve that goal, including progress for those who are already high attainers:
e Opportunities to develop vocabulary that enables them to work with more confidence in maths
within small group tutoring sessions;
e Phonics, Reading, Maths, Times Tables, Memory, Social Skills interventions led by skilled Teaching
Assistants;
e Precisely targeted English & Maths interventions;
e Purchase of high quality texts for class, library, colour band books and to meet individual needs and
passions of PPG pupils;
e Employment of a Parent Support Adviser and two Learning Mentors;
e Financial support for vulnerable families;
e Financial support for trips, visits and residential trips for vulnerable families;
e One to one meetings to support vulnerable families with choosing secondary schools;
e Staff members supporting vulnerable families to attend open mornings for secondary schools and
specialist settings;
e Drawing & Talking Therapy sessions;
e Teaching Assistants reqularly hearing children read on a 1:1 basis;
e Zones of Regulation training for staff;
e Demand Avoidance training for staff;
e Reading comprehension/VIPERS/Writing for Pleasure training for staff.
e Maths Mastery training for Leaders.

Impact of Pupil Premium in 2024/2025

Pupils eligible for the Pupil Premium Grant are tracked as part of our on-going in-house assessment
procedures. Attainment and progress are monitored reqularly by the class teachers and SLT and is presented
to the Governors each term.

Two pupils in Year 1 who are eligible for the Pupil premium Grant did not meet the expected level for
Phonics — these pupils made excellent progress, and both have additional learning and speech and
language needs.

Evidence shows that, overall, performance of disadvantaged pupils is lower than that of other pupils. This
data indicates how well a school does at tackling this difference. Disadvantaged pupils are those who were
eligible for free school meals at any time during the last 6 years and children looked after (in the care of
the local authority for a day or more or who have been adopted from care).

You can compare the pupils’ results at Grove Park with performance of non-disadvantaged pupils at state-
funded schools at local authority and national level.
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Number of pupils at the end of key stage 2

Percentage of pupils meeting the expected standard in
reading, writing and maths

Percentage of pupils achieving at a higher standard in
reading, writing and maths

Average score in reading

Average score in maths

Service pupil premium funding

Schooldis.
pupils

14

86%

7%

10

108

Local authority (non-dis.

pupils)

2212

76%

19%

108

108

England (non-dis.
pupils)

444604

69%

1%

107

106

Measure Details

How did you spend your N/A
service pupil premium
allocation last academic
year?

What was the impact of that | N/A
spending on service pupil
premium eligible pupils?

Reading Champions: A staff member leads pupil Reading Champions focusing on diversity,
representation, pupil voice and partnerships with charities to enhance the school library.
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