
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 27th May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Re: Staggered return for pupils 

 

You will have seen in the news that schools will begin to open for more pupils in Nursery, 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 using an approach that is safe for each individual school. Thank you 

for your patience while we have been carrying out Risk Assessments of our site. We know that this 

is a very unsettling time for families, but we are working hard to ensure the school is as safe as 

possible.    

 

As you can imagine, there is a great deal to be done in order to meet the extensive guidelines 

from the Government: Preparations for Wider Opening of Schools  

 

Any phased return has to be managed with caution and care so that all necessary protective 

measures are in place. The Risk Assessment for this has informed our approach to reopen Grove 

Park for more children, whilst keeping the safety of our precious community at the heart of all our 

decisions. 

 

Our proposed plan, which has been agreed by the Governors, is for children to return to school 

as follows: 

Monday 8th June: Year 6 

Monday 15th June: Year 1 

Monday 22nd June: Reception 

Monday 29th June: Nursery - we are currently planning how a return to school could look for our 

youngest children. 

 

The rationale for Year 6 returning first is that preparing classrooms and the site for these older 

children is going to be a much quicker exercise due to their age, learning style and curriculum 

needs. The adjustments that need to be made for the younger children are fairly extensive and 

we have allocated time for this to be carried out with care and attention to detail.  

 

These dates are dependent on the Government meeting its five criteria and are therefore subject 

to change. We are currently awaiting information from the Government on the arrangements for 

Years 2, 3, 4 and 5.  

 

We are creating a detailed action plan of safety measures for each year group. We will share these 

with you as soon as possible so you know what Grove Park’s reopening will look like in practice 

for your child/ren. Precautions will include: 

  

• Limiting class sizes and children remaining in ‘Bubbles’ of a maximum of 15; 

• Limiting the spaces used by each ‘Bubble’ of children; 

• Limiting the movement of parents and visitors on/in the school site; 

• Staggering break times, and pick-up and drop-off times; 

• Increased and more intensive, specialist cleaning; 

• Regular handwashing throughout the day; 

• Observing respiratory hygiene procedures e.g. ‘Catch It, Bin It, Kill It’; 

• Observing social distancing where possible – this is going to be more challenging with the 

younger children; 

• Keeping pupils and staff with coronavirus symptoms at home. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020


A day will look and feel very different for the children who return to school, in light of the 

unprecedented situation in which we find ourselves. So that all children will be able to have 

contact with their Class Teacher, the ‘Bubbles’ of no more than 15 children will spend alternate 

weeks with their Class Teacher.  During this time, they will be following a more structured 

curriculum whilst following the social distancing rules and working outside where possible. On 

the alternate weeks, when your child is not with their Class Teacher, they will be working on wider 

curriculum activities with a different team. Due to staffing constraints this may not be the same 

group of adults every day.  

 

Despite the very different circumstances, we are committed to your children being safe and happy 

at school and having as rich an experience as possible, whilst keeping within the strict health and 

safety requirements and guidelines.  

 

I want to reassure you that attendance at school is optional – it is your personal choice whether 

your child returns to school and parents will not be fined for non-attendance at this time. In order 

to support the children who will not attend school we will continue to provide Home Learning for 

all year groups. Prior to each year group’s return date, we will communicate with you and your 

child about the changes and how they will impact the school day. The plan for Year 6 will be 

shared with parents early next week. The following information may also support you in making 

your decision: Government Guidance for Parents 

 

If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, they 

should not come back to school and should continue to access Home Learning. If your child is 

clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), you should follow medical advice 

to decide if they should come back to school. Please refer to government guidance for further 

details of these groups. 

 

After half-term the provision for children of critical workers and other pupils will continue.  Please 

contact Miss Rodrigues via the School Office if you currently access the provision and need to 

change your arrangements or if you are now required to attend work and are in a category eligible 

for a place at school.  

 

We know that families remain under a great deal of pressure; much remains unknown for us all 

and we aware this can be unsettling. As ever, know that we are here for you whatever choice you 

make and that we remain a community and family regardless of distance. Please reach out if you 

need us or our support in any way.  

 

Kindest regards, 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel Davies  

Headteacher & Safeguarding Lead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                          

  Nightingale Close, Grove Park Terrace, Chiswick, London W4 3JN 

Telephone: 020 8994 7405   www.groveparkprimary.co.uk 

Headteacher: Miss Rachel Davies 
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