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PHONICS AT GROVE PA

At Grove Park, we have built our own phonics program. Each class
from Reception to Year 2 engages in a daily 20 minute phonics
lesson. In Reception we also use the ‘Jolly Phonics’ songs.

Phase 1 explores:

We use 6 phases across Nursery o
to Year 2. Phase 1 is explored in .
Nursery and focuses on ®

. SO . .
children’s listening and speaking .
skills. o
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Environmental sounds
Instrumental sounds

Body sounds

Rhythm and rhyme
Alliteration

Voice sounds

Oral blending and segmenting.
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Phoneme Grapheme

The sound. How the phoneme is written.



PHASES Reception

Phase 2 is the introduction to individual letter My Phase 2 Sound Mat

sounds and simple digraphs. niceEsieaies 'T' s
Children practise saying the phoneme aloud and 5% © @ \= i ;ﬁ' e
matching it to a grapheme. (RN R G G G—C— (E— E—
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Children begin learning to read and write short g— A oo e ¥ e w
words called ‘CVC words’. = - i




\ PHASE-3Reception

My Phase 3 Sound Mat

' N (XS 2 Sl 5| Phase 3 introduces both vowel and consonant
e e e B B e e igraphs as well as trigraphs.

ch sh th ng ai e igh oa
iiiﬁﬁ_!; Digraph — 2 letters that make 1 sound

‘D ‘{_‘J w1 || @ ,::;z* o i Trigraph — 3 letters that make 1 sound

Children continue to practise reading and writing
CVC words and longer words containing the
new graphemes. For example such as; light, ring,
goat.
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\ PHASE &Reception/ Year 1

My Phase & Initial Blends Sound Mat
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Phase 4 introduces blends and clusters. These
are not digraphs. They are adjacent consonants
that children learn to identify and read as a
blend.

In this phase, children learn to read and write
CVCC words such as; nest, flag, crab

Phase 3 and 4 are reviewed in Autumn term
of Year 1.
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In phase 5, children learn new and alternative
graphemes. For example, in phase 3, students
learnt /oi/, in phase 5 they learn the same
phoneme can be represented by /oy/.

Children also learn split digraphs (2 letters that
make 1 sound, split with a consonant).

In phase 5, children also learn alternative
pronunciations. For example /ow/ has 2
phonemes, such as blow and cow.

In this phase, students build word specific
knowledge of the spelling of words.
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PHASES 6¢ar 2

In Year 2, Phase 5 is repeated to consolidate the children’s understanding.

Phase 6 focuses on developing fluent readers and accurate spellers by
exploring:
e Introduction to past tense.
Word endings such as -le, -al, -el
Prefix and suffix

Spelling rules such as doubling consonants when adding -ing.

Focus on accurate spelling. I




TRICKY WORDS

In each phase of our phonics scheme children learn a set of words
known as ‘tricky words’ (Reception) or ‘Common Exception Words’.
These words are taught to be identified by sight and not decoded.
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Year 1 Common Exception Words on

Multicoloured Bricks These are words that do not follow the

s e | o EER RS R SR R traditional spelling rules of English or are
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SCHWA

A schwa is the addlng of ‘uh’ onto the end of letter sounds.
We must use the the true pronunciation of sounds when modell'mg to the

children.
True phoneme Schwa
/m/ /muh/
s/ /suh/
Ir/ [ruh/
A schwa can hinder
N /luh/ children’s ability to blend

and segment words.
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Grapheme Phoneme
Correspondence

Matching graphemes with
phonemes and phonemes
with graphemes.

Segment ing

Breaking down words to
identify the phonemes and
corresponding graphemes for
writing.

Decoding

Reading unfamiliar words by
sounding the individual
sounds and blending to
identify the word.

Blending

Reading words by sounding
individual sounds and
fluently joining them
together, to say the word as
a whole.



VOCABULARY FOR KEY SKILLS:

SEGMENTING (Writing):

‘Chop it up’.
‘Stretch it out’.

@ DECODING (Reading):
\ J ‘Sound it out’.

oo BLENDING:
( )
1 Use your robot arms’.




SOUND BUTTONS

sat  chat

® |Letter sounds use individual dots.

Digraphs/trigraphs are a line under

cake o
e Split digraphs are are line connecting

® v the 2 letters of the grapheme.



Book band

Colour Band Byk\

We use a mix of colour band books that
are decodable and are in line with our
phonics phases.

For example: A red book would not
contain the word ‘play’ as /ay/ is not
introduced until Phase 5.




SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD TO REAL

* Please listen to your child read every day. We recommend
about 2 — 3 pages per day.

* Children should read each book 2-3 times to support their
understanding of the text.

* Your child will also have a reading record that the teachers
will write comments in to support your child’s development.
Please also log reading with your child in these records.

Children learn to read at different paces, it will happen!



Kim has a cat. Jim has a dog.

It is perfectly normal for children in Reception to
use the sounds for the letters. Model and
encourage them to blend the sounds.
c—a—-t =2 cat



ASSESSING READING AND MOVING BA

Your child’s class teacher will regularly assess your child’s reading and
inform you when they can move onto the next band which happens once
the next phonics stage is being taught. When assessing, we consider:
« Word accuracy - Are they reading the majority of the words
independently?
« Comprehension - Are they able to talk about the main idea of the
text? Are they able to describe information or an event that is explicit
in the text?

o Fluency - Are they reading at an appropriate speed?

« Inference - Can children use clues in the text and their own
knowledge
to understand events/actions, that an author hasn’t explicitly
written.(Turquoise/Purple Band)



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD TO WF

o Support your child to write by prompting them to ‘segment’ (break down
the sounds in a word).

e Focus on the sounds in the words rather than the letter names.
o Reception: Children will often write words phonetically. That is okay! They
are identifying sounds in a word and matching it to graphemes they know.
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Resources for Home

Resources Teachers Parents

OxfordOwls has lots of resources to support your child
with reading at home and has interactive books, children
can read.

Phase 2 Phase 3 Phase 4

PhonicsPlay

Our most popular resources

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-at-home/
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1g3QU94Ix8uvmQBcQ85kYmdlY39Rq-snv?usp=sharing
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-at-home/

SEFUL LINKS:
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e Jolly Phonics Actions:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVyry9QjpVjl&t=157s&ab_channel=Little
Learners

e Phonics Phases Explained:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j/1e8D9v4Jo&t=330s&ab_channel=Litt
leLearners

e Phase 2 Pronunciation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIpcahxNSU4

e Phase 3 Pronunciation: /
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vU2vWZKS7rY

® Phase 4 Clusters/Blends Pronunciation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VR_IgfIgz10&t=7/0s&ab_channel=Colet
teMcGinley

e Phase 5 True Pronunciation:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3S5sJw/MfI&ab_channel=ColetteMcG

& niey A



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVyry9jpVjI&t=157s&ab_channel=LittleLearners
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j71e8D9v9Jo&t=330s&ab_channel=LittleLearners
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DIpcahxNSU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vU2vWZKS7rY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VR_IgfIgz10&t=70s&ab_channel=ColetteMcGinley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3S5sJw7MfI&ab_channel=ColetteMcGinley
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