
Welcome to Nursery! 
 

Nursery Curriculum letter Autumn 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
I am very happy to welcome you to the Nursery Class at Grove 
Park Primary School.  It has been a pleasure meeting you and 
your children so far, and we are really looking forward to 
working with you over the coming year. This letter is to help 
explain what your child will be learning in their first term.  We 
hope that you will be able to support your child by talking to 
them about their day and what they have been doing at school.  
Young children find it hard to remember what they have done, 
so please use the pictures and art work they bring home in their 
book bags as a useful prompt and come and look at the 
photographs that we will display in the classroom and your 
children’s profile books. 
 
One of the main objectives of Nursery is to develop confidence 
and independence in the children.  Nursery is where children 
form their first impressions of school and we want them to be 
happy and enthusiastic learners from the start.  In Nursery 
children are free to choose from a variety of activities each day.  
The activities are planned according to the children’s interests, 
the half termly theme and the Early Years Foundation Stage 
curriculum guidance which covers seven areas of learning as 
follows: 
 
1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
The children will be learning to be independent in choosing and 
tidying up their activities, looking after their belongings, putting 
on and taking off shoes, socks, coats and aprons. At all times 
we encourage making friends, sharing and turn taking, and 
building positive relationships with the adults in the setting.  
The children will be encouraged to develop their own interests 



and share these with others.  Happy confident children are the 
best learners, meaning this area of learning is extremely 
important.   
 
2. Communication and Language 
The activities we plan encourage the children to communicate 
their thoughts and ideas. They will learn to listen and take 
turns to talk in small groups and whole class sessions, as this is 
central to learning. We will be singing a variety of nursery 
rhymes and action songs to encourage them to listen carefully 
and respond appropriately. 
 
3. Physical Development 
The Nursery children have continuous access to our outside 
area, where they can climb, run, dig, use bikes and play with 
balls and hoops. Cooperative play is encouraged with all of 
these resources as well as the development of physical 
coordination.  Many activities, such as playing with playdough, 
threading and pegging materials will be planned to improve 
finger and arm strength and improve cutting and pencil skills. 
There will also be lots of focus on teaching the children to 
manage their own personal hygiene. 
 
4. Literacy 
We will begin to investigate sounds, as this provides the 
foundations of phonics, and in turn the teaching of reading and 
writing. Stories are read on a daily basis – the children are 
encouraged to retell and act out their favourite parts. There will 
be daily opportunities for them to write and make marks using 
different materials including: pens, pencils, chalk, foam, sand, 
paint and playdough! 
 
5. Mathematics 
Through stories, rhymes, songs and daily routines we will 
explore quantities and numbers. Play that provides 



opportunities to explore shapes, colours and sizes is encouraged 
throughout the indoor and outdoor environment.  
 
6. Understanding the World 
The children will be settling into the daily routine of the 
Nursery, while getting to know each other and finding their 
way around the classroom and school. We will be talking about 
ourselves, what we look like, things we like to do and about our 
families. The children will also describe what they observe with 
their senses and investigate changes they observe. There will be 
many opportunities for construction play, using the Smart 
Board, iPads and other ICT and playing with a range of 
materials. 
 
7. Expressive Arts and Design 
An Art Area is always set up for the children to follow their 
own interests and ideas. We value the children’s own attempts 
at designing, making and painting and try not to direct their 
work too much. There is also access to musical instruments, 
dressing up clothes and imaginative play in the role play area 
and the stage outside. We will be having a weekly music lesson 
led by our Music Teacher, Mr. Nind. 
 
Below are a few additional reminders that will help you and 
your child settle in to school: 
 
Clothing 
We encourage all children to wear school uniform.  Please 
ensure that your child wears clothes that are practical for 
moving around the Nursery and going outside as well as easy 
for them to remove when using the toilet. Shoes should have 
Velcro fastenings so they can easily be removed and put back 
on. Although aprons are worn when necessary clothes will 
definitely get messy, so be prepared! Please ensure that all 
items of clothing, water bottles, bags, shoes, etc. are clearly 
labelled with your child’s name. 



 
Home School Book 
We will collect the books on Tuesday and will return them on 
Friday. Each week we will put notes in their book to tell people 
at home what they have been doing at school, and maybe give 
some ideas about what they can put in their books. Also, you 
can use these books to share your children’s interests and 
achievements at home with us at school. 
 
 
Please don’t hesitate to come and see us if you have any 
queries. 12:00, when the children have left, is a great time to 
catch us for a short chat. We are very much looking forward to 
an exciting and successful first term and hope that you will 
really enjoy your child’s time in Nursery. 
 

Thank you for your support, 
 

Miss Diskin, Miss Shirin and Miss Louise. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


