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This term we welcome all of our new children and their families, this includes our 
youngest children in Nursery and Reception. Thank you for choosing Grove Park, we 
hope that you grow to love the school as much as we do. 

The new school year at Grove Park has started exceptionally well, the children have 
settled beautifully, we are so proud of how hard they are working already!  

In January we say goodbye to Miss Alderson. We thank her for her commitment to 
Grove Park over the last 3 years in Key Stage 1. We wish her all the best on her     
travels and look forward to hearing all of her exciting news from around the globe! 
Miss Alderson, you will be missed! We welcome Miss Turner in Year 1 Holly from    
January. We know that you will all give her a special Grove Park welcome.  

We also say an official big hello to all of our new teachers. They are already an      
invaluable part of the team and the children are so lucky to have such amazing   
teachers added to our already fabulous team. A special hello to Miss Flynn, Miss 
Kalbfuss, Miss E Taylor, Miss Godfrey, Miss Wade and Miss Holman.   

And last but not least we welcome five new Governors, please visit the school website 
to learn some more about them.  

In September the staff met, to reflect on our aspirations for the children and           
community of Grove Park and we want to share this with you. At Grove Park we aim 
to have: 

 Strong roots: embedding our ethos &  values, deepening our relationships with 
all of our families and the local community; 

 Upward growth: continuing with the high academic standards and huge         
aspirations for every child to achieve their full potential; 

 Outward growth: contributing to the local and global community, listening to 
parents’ views, keeping children's wellbeing at the forefront and progressing with 
our contextualised  curriculum. 

 

The long-standing and powerful school motto 
“inspiring each other” has been re-vitalised this 
term. We hope you have seen our new sign   
displayed in the foyer.   

We will continue: 

“To be an aspirational community of    
leading learners                                                                

– inspiring creativity and one another” 

A New Year at Grove Park 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

 Return to school on Monday, 6th January 2020. 

 If your child is absent from school please call the office before 8:30 am on each 
day of absence and leave details.  

 No riding scooters and bikes in the playground. 

 A parent questionnaire on school communication is coming home soon.  

 Any unwanted school uniform, Christmas jumpers, dressing up clothes can be 
donated to the school through the office.  

 No parking on the yellow zig-zag lines on St Thomas Road. 
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In September we received news that we had successfully 
achieved the Science Quality Mark and Geography Quality 
Mark. These marks are a national award that recognise and 
celebrate high quality teaching and learning. Thank you to 
all the staff who work tirelessly to ensure that the children 
are taught well in ALL subjects…. not just English and 
Maths!  

We also recently received our Gold level ‘Stars’ accreditation from 2019, for our commitment 
to sustainability across the school. This includes our Walking to School week, bike-ability 
training and road safety courses.  

Last month, we were notified, that out of approximately 21,000 state      
primary schools in the UK, we were ranked 79 out of the top 250 in an 
article in ‘The Times’ newspaper. We are proud to be recognised           
nationally for all the     excellent attainment that the children at Grove 
Park achieve but we are even  prouder of the kind, well rounded young 
people that leave us at the end of Year 6. Once again, none of this would 
be possible without the staff at Grove Park, who all work tirelessly to     
support, encourage and develop your children in so many different ways! 

The incredible hard work and commitment of the staff at Grove Park was 
also commended during our Peer Challenge visit in November. Peer          
Challenge is a school-to-school system of accountability and we were 
graded as Outstanding in all areas by Headteachers of other local schools. 
The visit was also quality assured by an OFSTED inspector who            

complimented our “harmonious and conducive learning atmosphere”. We 
are so proud of our school and it was lovely to welcome our visitors and 
share our wonderful teaching and learning with them.  

This year we won (for the second time) an award for our allotment from the 
Chiswick Horticultural Society. This is ably led by Mrs Walter - Year 3 
Teaching Assistant and supported by Mrs Kay Warwick - volunteer. As 
many of you may know the allotment is not in the best location, (near the 
car park) but with lots of hard work and dedication Mrs Walter has made 
the best possible use of this area. They have been planting red and white 
onions, cabbages, garlic, kohlrabi and broad beans. They are also           
experimenting by planting perpetual spinach seeds in the classroom. Where 
possible, these are cooked by the kitchen and then served to the  children at 
lunchtime. You can’t get fresher than that!   

We have had additional funding from the government through the ‘Coke Tax’ (the levy that is being added to  
sugary drinks) to purchase some additional planters around the school. The planters outside the classrooms are 
now full of garlic, onions, ‘over winter’ lettuces and loads of herbs. We also have a container in the new Library 
Reading Garden where children can dig, weed and hopefully bring in their own plants to 

grow during break times.  

This year Mrs Walter has been ably supported by 
some of our green fingered parents. Thank you to 
the parent volunteers who have helped on the      
allotment this term… we couldn't do it without 
you!  

We think we may be in with a chance of winning 
the award for the third year running!  
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This term we said a temporary goodbye to Mrs Inwood (Assistant Head) and Mrs Ahmed 
(Teaching Assistant Year 2). Mrs Inwood left us in early November to prepare for the birth 
of a bonnie baby boy, named Edward, who weighed in at 9lbs 5oz.  

Mrs Ahmed started her maternity leave in late December and we await news on the birth 
of her baby boy. We wish both all the best and we look forward to meeting the new     
arrivals in the Spring Term.  

Mrs Willis has had her two beautiful 
girls named Lara and Marina, born in 
June. She has been keeping us       
updated with lots of pictures and fi-
nally they came to visit in              

November. The 
twins were spoilt 
by all the teachers 
and children who 
were so excited to meet them. Mrs Willis sends her love to the Grove 
Park  community.  

Miss Baker gave birth to a baby girl named Freya in May. We have 
met the gorgeous new arrival and will be welcoming Miss Baker back 
to school in March.  

In October, applications were received and interviews held for Head Boy 
and Head Girl from Year 6 Oak. This year due to the strength of           
applications it was decided that a Deputy would also be appointed for 
each role.  

A huge congratulations to:- 

 Lucy Roberts  - Head Girl  

 Rudy Price - Head Boy  

 Derronique Williams  - Deputy Head Girl 

 Alistair Hilhorst - Deputy Head Boy  

The Senior Leadership Team look forward to working with you over the 
coming months! Thank to all those who applied, you were all so         
articulate and courageous in interview. You should be very proud of 
yourselves. 

This year we have introduced a special reward for the class with the highest attendance. In Autumn 1, this was 
won by Year 1 Holly and in Autumn 2 - Reception Willow won the coveted prize. To celebrate, the class wore 
their own clothes to school… what a treat! We can’t wait to see who will be the winners in Spring Term.  

We know it can be hard to come to school on those cold days, especially when we are not feeling 100%, but  
remember if you need any support or advice regarding attendance or if you are finding it hard to get into school 
on time at five to nine (8:55) Miss Rawlings, Welfare & Attendance Officer is available to help. She can be     
contacted through the school office.  

If your child is unwell, please call and leave a message before 8:30, with as much details as possible about the 
symptoms or illness. 
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Babies, babies and more babies…. 

Head Boy and Head Girl  

Attendance winners 
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Harvest Festival  

WOW! Thank you SO much for donating such a wonderful array of food and other items to the Hounslow     
Community FoodBox, in Brentford. They provide emergency food and household items for local people in need, 
as well as various advice and information services. They operate on a voucher system and have provided             
constructive support for some of our families in the past. There were the equivalent of 51 bags filled to the brim 
with items that you all donated. As ever, it is very humbling to see the generosity of the Grove Park Primary 
School community. 

Children in Need 

Throughout the year we choose charity events to support, in Autumn Term we 
chose Children in Need. Thank you all for your donations, we raised a  spotty 
£215. 

Remembrance Day  

On Monday 11th November, the whole school came together for a                
Remembrance Day assembly led by Miss Davies. We watched the events in   
central London on the big screen in the hall. This was followed by a 2 minute 
silence at 11:00 as we showed our respect and remembered all of those who 
have fought and died during wartime.  

Charities Week  

As part of our Charities Week in December, we learnt about a variety of charities. 
EYFS supported ‘That’s a Wrap’. They learnt about giving to other children who 
may not be as fortunate as ourselves. Thank you for all the toy donations. Grove 
Park were represented at the gift wrapping event on Sunday 15th December at 
Nishkam school. ‘That’s a Wrap’, would like to say a huge thank you to the Grove 
Park School community for your generosity. You contributed to the final total, 
with over 2000 gifts received directly or purchased using money donated.  

Year 1 learnt about the invaluable work of Hounslow Toy Library, whilst Year 2 
supported The Lifeboats Chiswick. Year 2 took a walk down to the lifeboat station 

alongside the river and learnt about how 
to stay safe near water.   

On Friday, 6th December we were       
honoured to welcome The Mayor of    
Hounslow, Tony Louki, to Grove Park. The 
Mayor has a passion for supporting the 
local community and this links              
brilliantly with Grove Park’s commitment to deepening our roots and       
outward growth. The Mayor had the opportunity to: hear our choir sing, 
meet School Council, have a tour of the school and lead an assembly. The 
assembly was all about The Mayor’s chosen charities which were the    

focus for Years 3 & 4 - Hounslow Seniors’ Trust and Our Barn - a community-based 
activity centre providing learning, life skills and social interaction for young    peo-
ple with learning disabilities or autism.   

Year 5 & Year 6 were visited by Hounslow Food Bank and the Mulberry Centre    
respectively. They learnt about how both organisations contribute to the local    
community and met some of the amazing volunteers who work selflessly to support 
those in need.  

A huge thank you to everyone for their kind donations and to our Head and Deputy 
Boys and Girls for holding the collection buckets in the freezing cold! We raised a 
total of £385 that will be shared between all of our chosen charities.  

As the year goes on, we will be building on-going relationships with all of the     
charities we have been focusing on this week; we are aiming to raise more money 
and awareness and also go along and support them with their work—this will help 
us all to really understand and appreciate the work and impact of these amazing     
organisations.  
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Parents’ Forum 
The first Parents Forum of the year was held on Friday, 29th November. Thank you to Jo Lovatt for organising 
and chairing and to all those who attended. It is an invaluable arena to hear your parental views and we         
appreciate your feedback. We talked about: Aktiva, with regards to the provision of after school clubs, the        

supplier for school uniform and reusing costumes. Minutes have been emailed to parents and 
the discussion that followed will be used to inform decision making as we move forward.   

One of the actions from the forum was for parents to  
donate any costumes that you no longer require, to the 
school. If you have made or bought a sheep costume 
for the nativity, bought a Roman costume for the Year 
3 Roman Day, or a Victorian costume for a trip to          
Gunnersbury Museum and have no siblings to hand it 
down to, then we would welcome your donations. The 
long term plan, over the years would be to build up a 
class set of dressing up clothes for each event. This will 
help us to be more environmentally friendly, support 
those families who do not have the time/funds to       
purchase, but also save you all money. 

As you are tidying bedrooms over the holidays, if you find any old costumes that are in good 
condition, please wash them and send them to school in a plastic bag, marked Parents’      
Forum and leave them at the school office. What a productive first meeting!  

We look forward to the next Parents’ Forum, which will be held on Thursday 19th March at 18:00, please join us.  

 
Charities and Communities  

Visit to St Mary's Nursing Home  

Year 6 visited St Mary's on Tuesday, 10th December to sing some   festive carols. The 
visit was much loved by all of the residents who attended. What beautiful singing 
Year 6! 

 

Great Ormond Street Run  

For the second year a group of Grove Parkers took part in the  5k 
Race for Kids in Hyde Park on 12th October. 

As you can see from the photo, children from across the school took 
part and also some ex Grove-Parkers now in Year 7. They raised just 
over £1400. An amazing amount of money! 

If you would like to donate to this worthwhile charity, the         
fundraising link is still active, you can find it here: 
www.justgiving.com/groveparkgliders2019 

Book Fair 

On 25th November 2019 the Travelling Book Fair visited us at Grove 
Park Primary School. The fair ran from Monday to Thursday, selling 
books of all shapes, sizes, genres and themes. We are very happy to 
announce that, this year, our book fair raised over £900. The school 
will receive nearly £500 which we will now be able to use to continue 
to re-stock our school and class libraries. Please encourage your      
children to read as much as possible over the holidays. Reading is fun! 

http://www.justgiving.com/groveparkgliders2019


 

 

The academic year 2018/19 was a real triumph for the PTA which has given us a fantastic amount of money to 
spend in 2019/2020. We would like to personally thank you all for your hard work, zeal and commitment to 
Grove Park.  

One of the many privileges of working in this school is seeing the hard work the PTA put into devising, planning 
and ‘producing’ our highly successful fundraising events. 

The extraordinary amount of time given to making a difference for the children of Grove Park is something that 
we know the whole school community is thankful for and many of the recent achievements would not have been 
possible without the PTA’s boundless efforts. 

As we say goodbye to Rani and Fiona as PTA chairs, we welcome Hulya to the role. Hulya’s commitment means 
that we will soon need to get her a key to get around the school! But Hulya is not alone, thank you to all of 
those who have already stepped up this year by donating your time, effort or money.  

All of the PTA events this term have been a huge success, not only in terms of money raised but most                
importantly providing opportunities to bring us together as a community of children, parents, staff and           
governors.  

The children have loved the Halloween events and at the quiz the ‘Teachers’ Team’ were particularly proud that 
they didn't come last this year, progressing to second from last (better luck next time!) 

PTA Purchases 

At the AGM the PTA agreed the wishlist for 2019-20. So far this year we have already upgraded the WiFi       
network in Key Stage 1 and Early Years which has seen a significant improvement in the strength of the signal in 
the old building. This now means that the class set of 30 ipads and chromebooks, can all be used at one time, 
which makes teaching a lesson much easier.  

The money allocated to the School Council has been subject to much careful thought and consideration. Please 
see their article on page 9. 

Every year school trips are subsidised by the PTA and this year is no different. This funding has some of the     
biggest impact during the academic year and allows each class to book coaches and events. This term Year 5 and 
Year 6 have already used the contributions toward their residential trips-camping and PGL.  

Mr Hibbert has begun purchasing some art resources which have  
contributed to some beautiful pieces of work on display around the 
school.  

You may have noticed that the playground has been resurfaced. 
This was paid for by the London Borough of Hounslow, to remedy 
the drainage issue in the playground. The work was successful... 
no more big puddles, however it had meant that we lost all of our 
markings for playground games that had previously been paid for 
by the PTA. Hounslow have funded all of the new markings, which 
have been now been re-instated. Our playground is looking lovely! 

Thank you… thank you… thank you - from all of us! 

At the PTA AGM in September, we presented a Wish List with the various items that we would like to purchase 
this school year. During the meeting we asked whether the PTA would consider fundraising for some larger      
projects, for example, air conditioning for the hall, re-surfacing of the reception playgrounds, a class set of 
Chromebooks for use across the school and/or new whiteboards for the teachers to improve the learning           
experience for the children.  

The PTA asked for some more detail and the school agreed to do some further research and present defined      
costings for each of these projects. We are preparing a display for the front of the school with more detail which 
will be available from Wednesday, 15th January for parents and carers to view before a meeting of the PTA on 
Friday 17th January, in which you can vote and agree on which of the items you would like to fund or perhaps 
start a fundraising campaign for specific projects.  

If you would like to attend, the PTA will be meeting in the hall after assembly (approx. 9:30 am) on Friday, 17th         
January. Please join us! 

Spring Term PTA Meeting - Your vote on Large School Projects  
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At Grove Park, we believe outdoor learning is a unique opportunity and       
memorable experience for the children in Key Stage 1. The children are           
encouraged in their sessions to take appropriate risks and challenges, explore, 
discover and develop a positive relationship with the natural world. Miss       
Taylor has been so impressed with the children's attitude and thoughtful       
contributions during the sessions 
this term.  

We have been very busy          
making spooky skeletons with 
twigs, leaves and conkers. Bug 
hunting, den building, mark   
making, building nests for      
wildlife, making our very own 

stick men and even being chefs in the ‘mud kitchen’.  

Miss Taylor can’t wait to welcome the other classes in Key Stage 1 
over the course of the year. 

At Grove Park we have the best teaching 
assistants in the world!  

We are not sure how much you know about 
the work of our teaching assistants but not 
only do they support your children during 
lessons but every teaching assistant has 
additional roles around the school, whether 
that may be supporting children's well-   
being, making sure our displays are beautiful, maintaining our green spaces, working with 
children with additional needs…. the list goes on!  

Although we tell them that they are ‘outstanding’ on a regular basis, on the 16th September, 
which is National Teaching Assistants' Day, it was great to recognise all of their hard work on 
a day that was dedicated to them. SLT and the classes wrote cards and each TA was given a 
small thank you gift to acknowledge everything they do.  

To all the TAs at Grove Park, we want you to know how special we think you are and we     
appreciate everything you do for us all! Thank you x 
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National Teaching Assistants’ Day  

Black History Month 

We celebrated Black History Month in October with a specific 
focus on the contributions of women past and present. Miss 
Davies held a weekly whole school assembly and the         
leadership team held Key Stage assemblies in which the     
children learnt about trailblazing women in the fields of: 

sport, writing, politics, music,     
research and science.  

Learning about black history was 
turned into a creative whole school 
art focus as the teachers immersed 
themselves in the art of:  

Alma Thomas and Jean-Michel 
Basquiat. The beautiful pieces     
created can be seen in the foyer.  

Having fun with outdoor learning!  
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What a busy end to the term… so 
many trips and performances! 

The Y3 & Y4 choir kicked off the     
festivities at the City Barge in a 
‘turning on the lights’ event. They 
were praised for their amazing       
behaviour and beautiful singing.     
Another proud moment for us all.  

This was swiftly followed by our 
Christmas performances, starting with 

Nursery and Reception, then Key Stage 1. Thank you to all the parents who 
came to see their   children performing. The time, effort and courage required to 
pull off such brilliant events, are just one example of how amazing all of your 
children are… Have we mentioned how proud we are of them all!  

We then had our traditional pantomimes, 
with a visit from The Globe Players who gave 
a fun filled rendition of Rumpelstiltskin to 
Early Years and Key Stage 1, whilst Key Stage 
2 had their annual visit to Richmond Theatre 
to see Snow White. This is always a day of 
fun and laughter and it is great to take all 
240 children and staff out together. Thierry and Ugbaad were invited onto the 
stage and made us all laugh. They got a huge round of applause and a special 
gift as they left the stage.  

Key Stage 2 had their winter concerts after school last week. The PTA provided 
mulled wine and hot chocolate for a festive celebration with sparkly lights and  
fabulous singing. Events like these are the reason why we love this time of 

year so much, as we spend more time together as a community: children, staff and families.  

Mr Hardman spent the day putting all of the Christmas        
decorations up, in time for Christmas Dinner day. We            
decorated The Hub with tablecloths, special cups and      
Christmas crackers. Staff joined the children and we all had a 
sing along whilst we ate our dinner. What a lovely lunchtime… 
it is the only time that we get to sing Rudolph the Red-nosed 
Reindeer. Fun was had by all. 

This week Santa was very busy so he sent one of his elves to 
visit Grove Park. We all wore our Christmas Jumpers as we 
watched a magical treat. All the children who have been good 
this year, received a special gift (of course that was all of the 
children at Grove Park!)  
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 It is beginning to look a lot like Christmas  

We were lucky to be treated to a visit from the 
Space Dome in Years 2,3 & 5. If any of your   
children visited the Dome, please ask them 
about it. Feedback was: ‘amazing’, ‘so cool’, 
‘best trip ever’. This is a lovely example of 
how, by contextualising learning, it can       
increase engagement in a subject. The children 
were wowed as they were immersed in the 
space  experience, in a tent in the hall.  

Best trip ever (that wasn’t a trip!) 
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In the Summer Term, the Dining Room was officially renamed ’The Hub’. This followed 
months of ideas, debate and finally, votes. Inspired by designs  submitted by all the    
classes - all the way from Reception to Year 6 -  a beautiful logo was created by our 
own on-site artist, Mr. Hibbert. From this design Mr Hardman kindly found a way to   
produce an impressive sign which now stands in pride of place in The Hub! See if you can 
spot it on your next visit. 

After a passionate meeting about how we can help the environment and our impact on 
the world, the School Council voted to purchase reusable water bottles, using the budget 
allocated by the PTA. This means every child will have access to one, removing the need 
for single use bottles across the school. What a great idea!  

The new School Council team have already been very busy this term. They have voted for a Reading Garden at 
playtime for those children who would prefer a quiet activity. A big thank 
you to Miss Elena for creating special reading boxes to use at at these 
times. 

Also this term, as part of Parliament Week, MP Ruth Cadbury visited and 
the children asked her lots of questions about her job. These included some 
about  her work for the local area, particularly around pollution and       
recycling, and some about her work in Parliament. They were very          
interested to hear her views on Brexit! Of course they also wanted to know 
about her life outside of her work and asked questions about her pets and 

travel. 

 

Our next VIP visitor was the Mayor of Hounslow. The School 
Council team were very excited to meet Tony Louki and     
prepared a range of interesting and challenging questions. 
What will be next on the agenda for the School Council? 
Watch this space! 

From Twitter: 

We had our first #schoolcouncil meeting this year. Mrs 
Hiscock welcomed us all into our new roles and we shared our ideas for our #bigdreams for this year! #pu-
pilvoice #inspiringeachother 

In November we said a sad farewell to Miss Lucy, our Cook from Chartwells. Lucy joined 
Grove Park two years ago on a temporary 1 week assignment and fell in love with the 
school. Two years later and she had greatly improved the quality of the food, knew  
nearly all of the children's names and was a firm favourite amongst the staff.  

Miss Lucy is moving to the prison service to become a prison warden. We wish her all the 
best in her new career. She has already planned a visit to Grove Park in the near future.  

Spring Term school meals are available to pay on Parentmail - KS2 Lunches are £2.30 
per day, which is £11.50 per week.  

First half of term: £69.00 
Second half of term: £69.00 

 
Unless you’re Free School Meals everyone in Years 3-6 is required to pay for school 
meals. Please remember that if you would like to switch from hot meals to packed lunch you must let the school 
office know and give sufficient notice. Please ensure that school lunches are paid up-to date and remember that 
payment is due in advance of meals being taken.  

Please be reminded that because of children's severe allergies, this school is a Nut, Kiwi and Pineapple free zone. 
This includes in your child’s lunchbox, boxes of chocolates, tropical juice and birthday cake brought in. Please 
check ingredients. 
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Children’s Voice - The School Council Speaks 

School Lunches and News from the kitchen….  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/schoolcouncil?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/bigdreams?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/pupilvoice?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/pupilvoice?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/inspiringeachother?src=hash


 

 

September saw a brand new start for Early 
Years with our youngest children joining 
Grove Park! At the beginning of the academic 
year, we warmly welcomed all of our new 
children and parents into our Nursery and 
Reception classes. It has been an exciting time 
for the children starting school and taking 
their first step on their Grove Park journey! 
We have also welcomed our new Reception 
teachers: Miss Flynn and Miss Kalbfuss to the  
team and Miss Shirin and Miss Louise, two 
new teaching assistants for our Nursery class. 

The children have all settled incredibly well and quickly became familiar with their  
daily classroom routines. A wonderful, engaging and inspiring learning environment 
has been set up for the children including role play areas with a post office, shop, 
campsite and a nocturnal animal den. The children are enjoying learning through play 

in their new environments both inside and outside the classroom. Forest 
school  sessions have been a   particular favourite, with the Reception children 
collecting natural objects to 
make crowns and going on 
Autumn and Winter walks to 
learn about the changes that    
happen during different sea-
sons.   

Our topics have been ‘All 
About Me’ and ‘Light and 
Dark’. We have been reading 
some popular books to help 
us learn, including ‘Owl   
Babies’, ‘Whatever Next’ and 
‘Harry’s Dinosaurs’. Phonics 
lessons have started in     
Reception and have been 
helping us to learn how to 
read and write in a fun way. We enjoy using our robot arms to sound out 
words and singing our phonics songs! Nursery children are learning how to 

continue to develop their independence by finding their name for the register, handing out milk and fruit,   
choosing activities and helping to keep the classroom tidy.   

All of our Early Years children have been enjoying participating in weekly music 
lessons with Mr Nind. We enjoyed warming up our singing voices to get ready 
for the Early Years Christmas Concert- A Wriggly Nativity! The performance to 

friends and family was a 
great success and we 
really enjoyed standing 
on the stage in our    
wonderful costumes to 
sing our songs.   

Early Years has had   
another very positive 
start to the year and look 
forward to the terms 
ahead!   
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Key Stage One have had a great start to the New Year! We have welcomed Miss Taylor (Beech Class) to Year 
One, who has settled seamlessly into Grove Park and is a fantastic addition to the team. Miss Samatar, a PGCE 
student from Roehampton University, joined us for the Autumn Term to work with Miss Barton in Year 2 Maple 
Class. Sadly, our Year One Holly teacher, Miss Alderson, is leaving to go travelling in January – we wish you the 
best of luck! We are looking forward to welcoming Miss Turner to the KS1 team in January. Miss Turner has    
already started a period of induction and is looking forward to the year ahead!  

Year One have had a very successful transition period and are now well settled and 
have quickly adapted to their new classroom routines. Maths Through Story has 
been a particular highlight so far this year and the children enjoy linking their 

maths learning to a story book.  

The children are becoming so much more confident when 
dealing with bigger numbers! Year One look forward to 
their weekly ‘buddy reading’ sessions with Year Four, 
sharing their brilliant reading with older members of the 
school. The children have also spent time studying the 
sculptor Andy Goldsworthy and are proud to show off their fantastic pieces of work, 
using only materials from nature to create art. Year One really enjoyed their school trip 
to the Museum of Richmond to look at toys from the past which linked to their history 
topic this term.   

Year Two have certainly stepped up to the challenge of the new academic year! A     
particular highlight was their trip to Gunnersbury Park Museum to learn more about 

Florence Nightingale. The children enjoyed dressing up and taking part in drama to retell the story of this special 
lady. Year Two had so much fun exploring the ‘space dome’! They learned so much about the moon and the stars 
and enjoyed spotting the different constellations in the night sky. Cedar class have begun their ‘Outdoor      
Learning’ sessions with Miss Taylor on a Friday afternoon. They have loved       
immersing themselves in many exciting activities, such as bug hunting and 

den building. They showed their imaginative artwork by 
creating Spooky Skeletons using twigs, leaves and 
stones found in the Outdoor  Area.  

Black History Month has been celebrated across the 
school. Key Stage One have loved learning about the 
work of Alma Thomas and exploring her unique style of 
artwork. The children were inspired by this and spent 
some time creating their own beautiful pieces of art. 

Key Stage One were very excited about performing their Christmas Nativity this year: Lights, 
Camel, Action! They have had lots of fun putting their performance together; wearing their 
costumes and performing the songs and dances. We hope you enjoyed it and we look for-

ward to the exciting things planned for the New Year!  

 Some news from Twitter this term….  
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Autumn Term has been very busy in LKS2 with lots of exciting learning going on across all classrooms. We have 
welcomed Miss Godfrey into Year 3 Aspen and Miss Wade into Year 4 Birch, who have both proven to be        
excellent additions to the team.  

In Year 3, the children have enjoyed learning all about Forces and Magnets in 
Science. The children began by going on a magnetic hunt around the       
classroom hunting for items that were 
magnetic. Using their understanding 
of forces and magnets, the children 
then created their very own compass, 
designed to help them find treasure!  

‘The Romans’ has been Year 3’s topic 
this term which has been a great  
success. The children worked       

carefully to create beautiful, Roman-inspired mosaics. As well as this, the 
children were set the exciting task of creating their very own Roman 
shields for their project, resulting in a magnificent, yet very safe, Roman 

battle!  

Year 4 have thoroughly enjoyed learning about their topic – ‘The         
Victorians’. As part of this topic, the children visited Gunnersbury Park 
and Museum where they took part in two workshops: Victorian School 
and the Victorian Kitchen. We soon found out that Victorian schools were 
awfully strict and it made us feel grateful for the education we have    
today. We also learnt that life as a Victorian maid was very hard work, 
with days that were often 16 
hours long!  

Year 4 were also busy at 
home, creating their        
Victorian Artefact projects. It 

was so wonderful to see such a range of projects including: 
transport, fashion, toys and technology! The parents were invited 
to come along and see the projects as part of our very own Crystal 
Palace exhibition and they thoroughly enjoyed the display.  

Following our exhibition, Year 4 got their baking hats on and were 
tasked to bake a delicious Victoria sponge! By carefully following 
the instructions, we were able to weigh out each ingredient        
accurately and end result was utterly scrumptious, even if we do 
say so ourselves!  

Black History Month was a particular highlight of the term. Year 3 thoroughly enjoyed learning about Alma 
Thomas and her unique, colourful style of Art. Using her work as inspiration, Year 3 created beautiful repeating 
patterns of colour on paper plates which can be seen hanging in the foyer. Year 4 learnt all about Jean-Michel 
Basquait and his distinctive, graffiti-style art. The children loved expressing themselves by creating vibrant      
self-portraits in his style.  

 

Real Life Maths has been enjoyed by all children in LKS2 this 
term. Year 3 cemented their understanding of column addition 
and subtraction by using teachers’ orders from Nandos to   
calculate the total cost of their order and how much change 
they would receive. Year 4 took a trip to Budgens to contextu-
alise their understanding of money and rounding. With £1 in 
their pocket, the children were able to buy an item of their 
choice. Back at school, there was Maths to be done and the 
children used their receipts to total their tables spend and work 
out the change they would receive from £10, £20 and £50.  
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Upper Key Stage 2 has had an excellent Autumn Term, with new classes, new children and 
new teachers settling in to the groove of Grove Park. From trips, to overnight excursions, Year 
5 and 6 have been incredibly busy.  

Since September, Year 5’s weeks have been jam packed with creative art lessons, booking 
teachers holidays during maths for life and even studying comprehension skills through song 
lyrics. Who knew comprehension could be so much fun!  

In English, Year 5 have engaged wonderfully well with their Autumn text ‘Cosmic’ which links 
perfectly to their science topic ‘Space’. They have produced some outstanding pieces of       
writing alongside some Solar System inspired art. They were even lucky enough to explore the 
phases of the moon through Oreo biscuits. In maths, Sycamore and Hawthorn have been    
exploring place value and the four operations. They have become experts in multiplying and 

dividing decimals! 

To top off an incredible start to the year, Year 5 have 
also been on their first overnight camping excursion to 
Thames Young Mariners, which proved to be a great opportunity for team bonding 
and confidence boosting. From hot chocolate round the camp fire, to splashing Mr 
Holmes-Reed and Mr Hibbert, it was a fantastic experience for all. Despite the rain, 
children encompassed the TREE values and made copious amounts of memories.  

For the Year 6 cohort, the Autumn Term has been non-stop. From using skittles to 
understand fractions, to visiting the Churchill War 

rooms in London, to even becoming David Attenborough and discovering new species 
of animals-it has certainly been an unforgettable term.  

In topic, Year 6 have fully immersed themselves into World War Two. Using empathy, 
they have looked at artefacts and images to explore how people felt at the time of the 
war. From the Blitz, to the beaches of Dunkirk, they have thoroughly enjoyed learning 
about such action packed events. Year 6 were even given an opportunity to look at and 
study full scale original propaganda posters at the Kew Archives.  

In English, Year 6 have enthusiastically engaged 
with their class text ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’. They have 
produced some wonderful pieces of work including a 
setting description of the London Blitz Destruction 
as well as thought-provoking WW2 poems.   

Before half term, Year 6 travelled to PGL Liddington for their fun filled activity week. 
This was a highly successful trip where all staff were impressed with the exceptional 
team spirit and confidence all children gained. Many children conquered fears, others 
made new friendships and everyone made lasting memories. From swinging from trees, 
to abseiling down vertical heights, to dancing at the disco, it was a trip to remember!   

To top off a highly successful term, Upper Key Stage 2 have all completed their class 
assemblies. It began with Year 6 Oaks who spoke to us about climate change and the importance of looking after our    
planet. We had talking gases, flatulating cows and scientists who educated the school on the significance of being          
proactive and that making small changes in our everyday lives can save our world. They finished with a wonderful version 
of the song ‘Human’.  

Next came Year 5 Hawthorn’s assembly. In 25 minutes, they took us through the Tudor 
Dynasty, starting from the Battle of Bosworth to Henry the VIII’s reign and his many 
wives. The year 5s had lots of fun bringing their singing to life through choreographing 
two dances and singing alternate Tudor lyrics to the song ‘Riptide’. This culminated in a 
shower of confetti to finish the show. We certainly do not do assemblies in half measures!  

Following on from Hawthorn’s performance, came Year 5 Sycamore’s assembly. From 
talking planets to famous scientists, the school had a whistle stop tour of the Solar       
System. Year 5 Sycamore certainly made their assembly entertaining. We had planet 
jokes, links to Star trek and even Freddy Mercury made an appearance. Year 5 spoke beautifully and were incredibly 
knowledgeable on their topic of Space.  

Last but not least, Year 6 Elder took to the stage. With another science-based assembly, they wowed us with their          
understanding of animals, plants and adaptation. From giant dinosaurs, to land and sea animals, to crazy haired         
scientists, Year 6 brought the stage to life. We had appearances from Albert Einstein and () who explained to us how living 
things have adapted to their environments over time. They ended with a great rendition of Lion King’s ‘Circle of life’. It 
certainly has been an incredible start to the academic year.  
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 Some of our favourite photos from this term... 
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