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Year 6 Autumn Curriculum Information 

Welcome to Year 6 and the start of a very new and exciting academic year! Miss Irwin and Miss 

Holman are thrilled to be teaching Year 6 this year and look forward to leading the children onwards 

in their academic and creative journey. The Autumn term promises to be action packed-full of 

creative and imaginative tasks, inspiring school trips and a challenging curriculum.  

Below is an overview of the term, including expectations of learning and timetable revisions: 

 

Literacy  

This term our narrative will be ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ by Michelle 

Magorian. We will be using the text as a stimulus for writing setting 

descriptions, diaries, formal/informal letters, persuasive writing, 

journalistic writing and creative story writing. We will be making strong 

links between the setting of this story and our topic on World War II, 

using this as an opportunity for cross curricular learning. 

We will continue to work hard on comprehension, grammar and spelling 

skills on a weekly basis. Grammar sessions will typically be built into 

literacy lessons and will complement the style of writing being studied in 

class. Spelling sessions will be run every morning during soft start 

(beginning at 8:40am each day) and in smaller, targeted groups during 

assembly. All children will continue to be tested on their spellings weekly 

and our work in school will complement their learning of these. Reading 

comprehension lessons will take place daily and will be follow the 2014 

National Curriculum reading skills expectations for Year 6, using a variety of engaging fiction and 

non-fiction texts.  

You can help by: 

• Reminding your child about key punctuation and encouraging them to write frequently and be as 

adventurous as possible. 

• Practising weekly spellings daily, including looking up the meaning of words and writing them in a 

sentence. 

•Participating in your child’s daily reading routine by ensuring that they are reading to you on a daily 

basis. Check comprehension skills by asking key questions such as: 

 What do you think is going to happen next? 

 Why do you think…….feels that way? 

 Summarise the story so far. 

•Assisting your child with their handwriting and presentation skills. 

 

 

 



Year 6 Curriculum Information 2019 
Autumn Term 

 

Creative writing: 

There will be an increased emphasis on creative writing during the Autumn Term. 

This is a bi-weekly lesson in which children have the opportunity to read and respond to picture books 

which helps them to develop their narrative voice with an opportunity to bring their own life and 

experiences and creativity to an independently written story. In the Autumn term, we will, again, be 

making strong cross-curricular links with our topic on World War II. 

  

Mathematics 

Maths in the Autumn term will see a revision of all key, baseline, mathematical skills. These will 

include:  

 Place Value: Rounding, estimating, multiplying and 

dividing by 10, 100, 1000 and expressing the value of 

given digits.  

 The Four Operations: Addition, Subtraction, 

Multiplication (long and short) and division (long and 

short). 

 Fractions: adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing 

fractions, converting between fractions and finding 

fractions of amounts. 

All maths lessons will include a look at relevant exam style questions with a specific focus on word 

problems and the terminology used in SATs examinations.  

 

Mental Maths: 

Children will continue to look at mental maths strategies at the beginning of each maths lessons, 

alongside a weekly mental maths/arithmetic test to consolidate their learning. These will be in the 

style of the Year 6 SATs questions and will help children to increase their speed and confidence with 

mental strategies. 

 

Real Life Maths: 

Maths for life lessons will continue to take place bi-weekly and will complement the topic being 

studied in class and often find links with science or literacy lessons. 

 

You can help by: 

 Playing games that involve multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, and 1000. 

 Encourage your children to use money in everyday contexts, including working with change.  

 Helping your child to improve the recall speed of their times tables. Every child in Year 6 is 

expected to know all of their times tables by heart, and be able to recall them instantly  

 Ensuring that they are completing all homework set. 
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Science 

We will begin the year by covering the topic of ‘Climate 

Change and the Environment’. Children will study the 

major discoveries in Climate Change that have occurred in 

recent years, learning about the effect of greenhouses 

gases.  They will look at some major causes of Climate 

Change (such as fossil fuels), looking at how it is 

affecting the world we live in today and what it might 

mean for our future.   

During all science lessons, children will be exposed to the relevant scientific vocabulary and will be 

given the opportunity to take part in hands on activities, exploring variables and writing hypotheses 

and conclusions. Where possible links will be made to our topic on World War II. 

 

Topic  

World War II is a very broad and exciting topic and will span both halves 

of the Autumn Term. We will be looking at the dates of, reasons for, and 

the results of events in Second World War as well as studying, in detail, 

the key events of the Second World War. Furthermore, children will learn 

to use their knowledge and understanding of WWII to identify and 

evaluate different sources of information, using these to critically reach 

and support conclusions.  

To further enhance their learning, Year 6 will be going on a number of 

exciting trips, including a visit to the Churchill War Rooms and Chiswick 

National Archives to further support and enhance their learning of this 

pivotal period in history. 

Art 

Art in the Autumn Term will be focused around our study of World War II and will involve the 

designing of propaganda posters, portraiture, illustrations of the blitz and other war themed 

artistry. 

 

P.E 

Oak Class PE will take place on Wednesday afternoons. 

Elder Class PE will take place on Monday afternoons.  

Please ensure that your children are equipped with the correct PE kit at the beginning of the 

year. PE bags should be taken home each weekend, washed and returned by the following 

Monday. 
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Punctuality and Attendance  

We would like to stress, with such an important year ahead, how essential it is 

for children to be in school and consistently on time. Soft start begins at 8:40am each day and will 

be a fantastic opportunity for children to practise their spellings and begin the day with quiet 

reading. Whilst we do understand that appointments are difficult to arrange, we would greatly 

appreciate it if you could keep your children in school and restrict these to ‘out of hours’, where 

possible. For any emergency appointments, please do let us know in advance and we will try our best 

to accommodate for any disruptions to the children’s school day.  

We fully appreciate your support in ensuring the Year 6 children maintain a healthy attendance 

record. 

 

Homework 

Homework will be given weekly in Year 6 and will go out on a Thursday/Friday. Homework is 

compulsory and all children must complete weekly tasks and return them for marking on a 

Tuesday. All homework tasks will be relevant to topics studied in class and will therefore be 

invaluable in supporting children’s learning in school and preparing them for the upcoming SATs. 

 

We would like to thank you in advance for your support over the next academic year. Please do not 

hesitate to contact Miss Irwin or Miss Holman should you have any questions or queries. 

 

Many thanks, 

The Year 6 Team 

 

 

 


