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Welcome to the start of a new year, we hope that you all had an enjoyable and restful summer!  Below, we 
have outlined the topics we will be covering this term, our expectations of the children and some 

suggestions as to how learning can be supported at home. 
 

Our team this year:   

Pine Class: Miss Leatherland and Mandy 
Birch Class: Miss Wade and Miss Guyett 

 

 

Literacy 

We begin the term by studying Street Child, using it as a basis for our writing. We will work on character 
descriptions, diary entries and balanced arguments, embedding grammar throughout. In the second half of 

term, we will use Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens as our inspiration. We will write narratives, pick-
pocketing instructions and newspaper reports. Reading is the key to helping children achieve in English so 

we do encourage the children to read at home for 15-20 minutes every day. If you want some information 
on how to help your child read, please ask us. Some suggestions are: 

 

 Discussing the meaning of unfamiliar words (or allow access to a dictionary). 

 Read to your children, model good expression and taking note of punctuation. 

 Read a range of stories set from other cultures and information books. 

 Share how to further edit and improve writing. 

 Listen to audio books  

 

Maths 
This term starts by making sure the children have secure knowledge of place value, this will help the 

children with many other aspects of maths. We will be learning about shape and space, measurement 
(perimeter, area and time) and the four operations. The children will also solve word problems and 

investigations. You can help at home by: 
 

 Helping your child practise their times tables and associated division facts. 

 Helping your child learn their number bonds to 100. For example, ‘What do you add to 27 to get 

to 100?’ 

 Getting your child to work out real life problems at home e.g. get the children to measure 

ingredients for a recipe; work out the change at the supermarket; or help in measuring for any DIY 
you might do. 

 

Science 

This term we will be researching and learning about ‘Sound’. We will look at how sounds are made, how 

they travel and how we hear. In the second half of the term, our topic will be ‘Electricity’, discovering 
what ‘Conductors of Electricity’ are. We will also be constructing simple series circuits. 

 

Topic 

Our Autumn Topic is The Victorians. Children will study child labour, the fashions, the rich/poor divide, 
Queen Victoria and what life was like for a children in a Victorian School. We will be visiting Gunnersbury 

Park and will be transported back in time to experience life in Victorian Britain.  

 

 



 

 

 

PE 
Birch Class will have PE on Thursday and Pine will have their lesson on Friday. Until swimming begins (17th 

September), both classes will also have PE on Tuesday afternoon. Please make sure that children have their 
PE kit (trainers, white T-shirt and black/navy shorts) in school every day as they might have an unexpected 

PE lesson. If your child can’t take part in the PE lesson, please, write a letter to let us know. 
 

Art and DT 
 In Art, we will be exploring portraits of Queen Victoria, the patterns of William Morris and studying 

Monet. We will also be using charcoal to create realistic drawings of steam trains from one point 
perspective. In DT, the children’s mid-term home learning project will be to design and create a Victorian 

artefact to be displayed in our very own Year 4 Crystal Palace Exhibition. 
 

RE 
Our two RE days this term will focus on the Harvest Festival (4th October) and the Christmas Story (6th 

December).  

 

PSHE 
We will be following the Jigsaw scheme for PSHE this year. Our first two topics will be ‘Me and My World’ 

and ‘Celebrating Difference’.  

 

Home learning 
The school focuses on creative half-termly projects that accompany weekly home learning tasks. Our 

expectation is that nightly reading for pleasure for at least 20 minutes becomes a priority and that spellings 

and times tables are firmly embedded. We will do a weekly spelling and times tables test.  
 

Punctuality and Attendance 
It is extremely important that children turn up to school on time. If a child misses even 5 minutes of every 

maths lesson in a morning they miss the equivalent of a whole maths lesson every fortnight.  

 

Parent Helpers 

We are always looking for parents to come and listen to children read on Thursday afternoons; we 
cannot quantify how helpful this help is! We also have MANY trips in Year Four so if you think you may be 
able to help out on any of these, please see the office about sorting out a DBS check. It only take a short 

while to complete the form and they last for three years.  
 

 
We are extremely excited about this term and the year ahead and are looking forward to getting to know 

your children better over the coming weeks. We consider home and school life a closely bound partnership, 
so please do not hesitate to come and see us if you have any questions or queries. 

 
Very best wishes,  

Miss Leatherland and Miss Wade 
Year Four Class Teachers 


