50 Fun Waiting Games and Activities

These games require minimal or no materials, making them perfect for various

situations out and about.

Imagination and Storytelling Games:

"l Spy”: The classic game of spotting objects in the environment.

Story Chain: Each person adds a sentence to create a collaborative story.

Would You Rather?: Ask silly questions like “Would you rather be able to fly or
breathe underwater?”

Guess the Animal: One person thinks of an animal, and others ask yes/no questions to
guess.

Imaginary Restaurant: Pretend to run a restaurant, taking orders and “serving” food.

Memory and Observation Games:

8.
9.

10.

Memory Tray: Show objects on a tray, remove one, and guess what's missing.
What's Different?: One person changes something about their appearance, others
guess what changed.

License Plate Game: Find letters of the alphabet on license plates in order.

Cloud Shapes: Identify shapes in clouds (works great for outdoor waits).

Reverse | Spy: Describe an object without naming it, others guess what it is.

Physical Waiting Activities (for appropriate settings):

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Simon Says: Follow instructions only when prefaced with “Simon says.”
Finger Olympics: Thumb wrestling, finger races, or creating finger animals.
Silent Dance Party: Dance to imaginary music without making noise.
Mime Time: Act out activities or objects without speaking.

Balancing Act: Try to balance on one foot for as long as possible.

Word and Language Games:
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Categories: Choose a category (e.g., animals) and take turns naming items.

Rhyming Chain: Say a word, the next person says a rhyming word, and so on.
Alphabet Game: Name items in a category in alphabetical order.

Word Association: Say a word, the next person says the first word that comes to mind.
Twenty Questions: Think of a person, place, or thing. Others ask yes/no questions to
guess.

Math and Number Games:

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Counting Cars: Count specific coloured cars passing by.

Math Facts Race: Practice addition, subtraction, or multiplication facts.

License Plate Math: Add or multiply the numbers on license plates.

Estimation Station: Guess how many items are in a jar or how long until an event.
Number Spy: Find numbers in the environment in sequential order.



Drawing and Art Activities:
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Noughts & Crosses/Tic-Tac-Toe: The classic pen-and-paper game.
Hangman: Guess letters to complete a word or phrase.

Dot-to-Dot: Create a simple dot pattern for the child to connect.
Collaborative Drawing: Take turns adding to a drawing.

Invisible Ink: "Write” on each other's backs and guess the letter or word.

Problem-Solving Games:
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What Doesn’t Belong?: Name four items, three related and one not. Guess the odd
one out.

Riddles: Share age-appropriate riddles for children to solve.

“If | were a..."” Game: Complete sentences like “If | were a colour, I'd be... because...”
Spot the Difference: Describe two nearly identical scenarios, spot the differences.
Mystery Bag: Describe an object hidden in an imaginary bag for others to guess.

Sensory and Mindfulness Activities:
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Rainbow Hunt: Find objects of each colour of the rainbow in the environment.
Texture Detective: Identify different textures in the immediate surroundings.

Smell Guessing: Identify familiar scents with eyes closed (if appropriate).

Body Scan: Guide children through a simple body awareness exercise.

Finger Breathing: Trace the outline of one hand with the other, breathing in and out
with each finger.

Travel-Specific Games:
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License Plate Words: Create words (real or not) from the letters on a license plate.
I'm Going on a Picnic: Memory game where each person adds an item to the picnic
list.

Car Colour Graph: Keep a tally of car colours seen, make a graph at the end.

Road Trip Scavenger Hunt: Create a list of common road trip sights to find.

Map Tracking: Follow the journey on a map, learning about geography.

Random Waiting Games:
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Rock, Paper, Scissors Tournament: Play multiple rounds to crown a champion.
Charades: Act out words or phrases without speaking.

Name That Tune: Hum or whistle songs for others to guess.

Who Am 1?...Stick post-it notes with character names on foreheads, ask yes/no
questions to guess.

Telephone: Whisper a phrase down the line, see how it changes.

SUGGESTIONS
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Use games/activities that you and your child/ren will enjoy
If your child/ren are competitive, choose ones that are fair for everyone
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