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Welcome to the start of a brand new and exciting academic year! We are excited to be teaching Year 
5 and look forward to leading the children in their ongoing academic learning. The Autumn term 
promises to be full of creative and imaginative tasks. Please find below an outline of the areas that 
will be covered, including a brief overview of our expectations of Year 5 pupils.Below is an overview 
of the term:  

English 

Throughout the Autumn Term 1 we will be studying Cosmic, which will develop your 
child’s skills in diary entries, setting and character descriptions and journalistic writing. 
In Autumn Term 2 we will be looking at the text ‘Floodland’, which will cover a Non-
fiction unit on information texts and persuasive writing on the importance of protecting 
our planet.  

You can help by: 

•Supporting your child with their targets. 

•Checking common word spellings and ensuring spelling booklets are practised daily. 

•Participating in the child’s daily reading routine. A visit to the local library or sharing a 
book would be highly beneficial. Please ensure that they are reading to you as much as 
possible, this may sound very like KS1, but it is important that they are not skimming 
over words they do not understand.  

•Assisting the children with their handwriting and presentation skills. 

Maths 

Our Autumn term begins with place value, rounding and partitioning numbers, as 
well as focusing on multiplication and division by 10, 100 and 1000. We shall 
deepen our understanding of the following operations: addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. After half-term, we will focus on fractions, percentages 
and decimals. Please see our weekly parentmails for further information regarding 

each week's focus. 

You can help by: 

 Playing games that involve multiplying and dividing by 10, 100, and 1000. 
 Using money in everyday contexts, including change. 
 Tell the time on a standard analogue and digital clock.  
 Helping your child to improve the recall speed of their times tables. Every child in Year 5 is expected 

to know 

Science 

During the first half of the term, Year 5 children will focus on Earth and Space. This unit requires 
children to describe the movement of the Earth and other planets relative to the Sun in the Solar 

System. Children will be able to describe the movement of the moon relative to 
the Earth. They will describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately 
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spherical bodies and use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and 
night and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky.  
In the second half, children will be learning about forces. They will be taught to 

explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity acting between 
the Earth and the falling object. They will identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and 
friction, that act between moving surfaces. This will be taught through weekly 
experiments, where children can actively see how these forces work.  

Topic  

The Tudors is a broad and exciting topic, and is a firm favourite with children 
(and teachers)! We are strong believers of topic lessons running parallel 
alongside other subjects. Therefore topic lessons will be studied through art, 
drama, computing and DT. We will be finding out all about the Tudor Dynasty 
including how it all began at the Battle of Bosworth. Children will learn all 
about Henry VIII, his leadership style and six wives. We will discover what life was like during Tudor 
times particularly the harsh difference between rich and poor. We will also be learning about Tudor 
food, using food technology to make traditional sweet and savoury Tudor snacks. Should you have 
any artefacts or books about the Tudors, it would be fantastic if your children could share those with 
us. Please do not hesitate to help your children find out more about Tudor England using the Internet 
and library. Finally, why not visit one of many London’s Tudor sites: Hampton Court Palace, the Tower 
of London and Westminster Abbey, where some of the most famous Tudors are buried. 

Art 

During the first term, Art work will focus drawing and mark making skills through an exploration of 
materials and techniques to create a wide and varied collection of work in their new sketchbooks. They 
will look at a range of artists that used different techniques and explore the work of Fauvists.  

P.E. 

Tag rugby will be the first sport of focus for the Autumn Term, which will be taught by Mr Rick and 
Miss Tekaiesha. Children should have their PE kit (trainers, white T-shirt and black/navy shorts) in 
school every day as they might have an unexpected PE lesson. If for some reason your child can’t take 
part in PE please write a letter to let us know.  

We are very thankful for your continued support and if you have any queries or questions please don’t 
hesitate to ask. 

Home learning. 
 
The school focuses on creative half-termly projects rather than weekly homework sheets. Our 
expectation is that nightly reading for pleasure for at least 20 minutes becomes a priority and that 
spellings and times tables are firmly embedded. We will do a weekly spelling and times tables test.  
 
Parent Helpers.  
We are always looking for parents to come and listen to children read on Wednesday afternoons; 
please let us know if you would like to help. As with class trips, all adults will need a DBS check. Please 
speak to the office team, they should only take a short while to complete and they last for three years. 

The Year 5 team 


