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                                                                             ~ inspiring each other ~


Nursery Curriculum Letter - January 2012
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to school and Happy New Year!  We trust you all had a relaxing and enjoyable break and are ready for an exciting new term! 
Our topic for the first half of this term is travel and transport and the children are already enjoying making models and pictures of cars, buses, trains and planes and singing “The wheels on the bus” and other songs.
After half term, our theme will be dinosaurs.  A very exciting trip to the Natural History Museum is planned already for the 28th February and we will be looking for plenty of parents to come with us!
Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This area of learning is supported continuously in nursery.  Talking to your children about their day and friends, and discussing what they enjoy and what they are good at, will help them to develop a sense of self confidence.  The children are increasing in independence and we are quite insistent that they should look after their belongings, put on their shoes, do up their coats and so on.  Please also encourage this at home, and ensure that they have clothing and shoes that are easy to manage when coming to school.  THIS MEANS THAT SHOES WITH LACES ARE NOT PERMITTED!
Communication, language and literacy

We’ll be reading stories and looking at information books to find out more about transport. Many children are beginning to show an interest in letters and sounds now and we encourage lots of “writing” and mark making around the environment.  Letting your child see you write for a variety of purposes at home really helps them develop these early skills and understand the purpose of writing.  Children love to imitate!  Helping them learn letters at home is also fantastic but please use lower case letters (little letters) rather than capitals so as not to confuse them and refer to letter sounds rather than names.  Come and see me if you are not sure.
Almost all children recognise their names which is fabulous!  Please also help your child to notice, and give meaning to, print in the environment at home and when out and about.  A fun idea would be to hunt for road signs, or STOP signs, when going for a walk.
It is a shame that so few children borrow books from the class library.  I am sure you read lots of stories at home but it is so lovely for them to take one from school and read it with you, and is also a great introduction to the idea of homework.   Don’t worry if you miss your day or you don’t know when it is, you are welcome to come and change books after Nursery at any time!
Problem solving, reasoning and numeracy

We will be counting (pointing to each object), counting out small groups of objects, and looking at written numbers.  We have a whole school maths week coming up on 23rd January and will be inviting parents on a number hunt at 11am on the Wednesday of that week.  Put it in your diary now!!!

Work on shape, pattern and number concepts continues throughout all classroom play and activities, This Friday (13th January) I will be running a coffee morning about Early Maths so you can see how to build on this at home.  

Knowledge and Understanding of the World

We will be looking at places around the world during our transport topic and will explore the concept of “a long time ago” when studying dinosaurs.  Both topics give opportunities to talk about similarities and differences and opposites, concepts which you can explore in every day life.  There are daily opportunities to use construction kits to build large and small models.  We encourage the children to be purposeful in their construction, and talk about and modify their work.   The children also enjoy using the classroom computers and will be introduced to small programmable robots this term.   Many children find it difficult to control the mouse, if you have access to a computer at home there are lots of games available to buy, or free online, that can help them with this.  Check out the BBC website for some ideas to start you off.
Creative Development

Our specialist music teacher, Mrs Smith, comes to teach the Nursery Class every Wednesday, which they really enjoy.  There is also a selection of instruments available to the children to use independently.  We will listen to different types of music, move our bodies in response to what we hear, and learn a variety of songs and rhymes.  There will also be many opportunities to extend imagination through role play, dressing up, using puppets and small world play.  Our role-play area will soon become a travel agent!  If you have any old brochures we could have, spare foreign coins for our beuro de change or can even take your child into a travel agent to see what it’s all about that would be fantastic!
Physical Development
Children develop their fine motor skills when using play dough, scissors, pencils and small toys such as beads and threading.  I recommend that you allow your children to use scissors (child sized ones!) at home as cutting is such a tricky skill to master and we will not always do it for them in nursery.  The children have a variety of opportunities to move in different ways.  They enjoy riding bikes and scooters, playing running games and dancing.  
Home-School books

Many children are using these very effectively.  It has been lovely to see handwriting, drawings, photographs of special events and notes from parents telling us what has been happening at home.  Please do use these books to share your children’s learning and experiences at home.  We collect them in every week (Thursday) to look at work but feel free to show us your book any time.  If you need a new book please ask Miss Upsher.
Class Assembly

This will take place on Friday 10th Febraury at 9am.  Parents, carers, friends and grandparents are all welcome!  After assembly there will be an excellent coffee morning about speech and language.  This is particularly aimed at parents of the Nursery age group so please do come along.
Workshops

Thanks to those parents and children that to make Christmas cards.  It was loads of fun and parents that attended said that it was lovely to be able to take the time to sit and make something together without having to worry about the mess or distractions at home.  We will run 2 more sessions this term, one to make Valentines Day cards and one to do some Easter crafts.  Look out for dates and please come along!

Special Requests

· As always, please check children’s belongings are all clearly named.   
· Don’t forget to check emails, newsletters and the classroom window for important messages and dates.
Best wishes for another wonderful term,

Miss Upsher, Miss Inman, Bradley and Miss Hana            
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