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                     HAPPY NEW YEAR !








January 2012


Dear Parents,


 I hope you and your family have had an enjoyable break and are rested and ready for the new term.


Year 1’s topic is ‘Out of the Toy Box’. This ties in very well with  many areas of the curriculum: We have already started creating a ‘Toy Shop’ which involves lots of:  maths – pricing, paying for toys and giving change,                                                 writing – labelling,  writing lists and explanations,                                                   science – looking at how different types of toys work,                                              what they are made of and why certain materials are more suitable than others.                                                            In D.T., we will look at closely and recreate various mechanisms. 			               Humanities includes looking at toys from around the world, deciding whether toys are old or new, and then looking with more detail at toys from the past. This will also lead on to work on time, and ordering and placing events on a timeline.


A day trip has been arranged to the ‘Museum of Childhood’ in Bethnal Green for the 24th February, where we will be looking at an amazing variety of toys, old and new. 


We would also love to have any visitors – relations or friends who have toys from their childhoods they can share with us. Please speak to me if you or someone you know would be happy to bring something in something to ‘show and tell’!


�             �            �                     �


We will start the term with some non-fiction work in literacy; writing recounts (something that really happened), using dictionaries and other non – fiction texts related to our topic. Securing their knowledge of the alphabet will help them with their dictionary work. We will also be looking at poetry and focussing on stories with familiar settings.


In maths, we will continue to practise counting in 2s, 5s, and 10s, securing adding and taking away to at least 5, looking at place value, doubling and halving of numbers and solving mathematical problems. We will also be working more with money: finding different ways to pay, working out change and deciding if we need to add or subtract to solve real life problems. Later in term, we will be creating and reading off simple tallies and graphs.
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Our science topics are ‘Push and Pull’ (looking at how things move) and learning in more detail about materials, their properties and how these affects their uses.


In our ‘Personal, Social and Emotional Development, we will be looking at ‘Going for Goals’ – our aspirations and how to achieve them. We will also look at personal hygiene, parts of the body, recognising the different stages in our growth, eg baby, toddler, child, adult etc, families. We will also look at how we can better our learning through our two ‘Habits of Mind’ which are how we can  learn by using all our senses and by asking questions, to ourselves to  and to others. Much of this work will be done through group and class discussions, stories and drama.


Thank you to those of you who have given up your time to help in class / hear readers. Having another adult means that children have the opportunity to do extra activities such as cook or play an educational game. Getting a chance to read to an adult is so beneficial and enjoyed by all the children. If you are able to give up half an hour or an hour of your time, please speak to me or sign up on the form hanging off the back door.


Homework will continue to be set on a Friday.  If your child is absent, but would like to have their homework, please pick it up from Year 1 on Friday afternoon.  I have had lots of positive feedback about the homework and the spelling tests, especially from the children!  If, however, your child is struggling, please come and see me about it. We will continue to test their spellings and then hand out the new lists on Wednesdays. The marked spelling books are in the library from Wednesday afternoon to Thursday morning if you would like to check on your child’s progress. 


We will have at least one outdoor PE session and one indoor one every week. Please ensure that your child has suitable PE kit for both sessions, ie sweatshirt and jogging bottoms as well as a white t shirt and shorts for indoors.


Thank you for your continued support and, as always, please speak to one of us if you have any queries or concerns.








The Year 1 team                                                                                                          Ms Chesney  and Miss Armar
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