Year 3 Curriculum Information

Spring Term 2012
Welcome back to school and happy New Year. I hope you had a wonderful break and are ready for the new term.

Literacy

This first half term in literacy we will be focussing on Myths and Legends and the children will be writing their own myths. In the second half of the term we will be covering report writing and poems which play on language.

Punctuation continues to be an important factor in Year 3. Children should be understanding and accurately using full stops, exclamation marks and question marks, as well as experimenting with, speech marks and commas in a list. They should also be aware of paragraphs and possession apostrophes in reading and writing. 
Please continue to ensure children read for at least 20 minutes everyday, also encouraging them to use a range of expression in their reading. Children will receive a Reading Diary in which they are expected to think and write more critically about what they are reading. In literacy you can help by: 

· [image: image1.wmf]Reading daily with your child or discussing a book they are reading independently. 

· Making sure that your child fills in his/her reading record or diary. 
· Checking common word spellings and helping your child learn their weekly spellings.
Maths

This term we will be revising strategies in addition, subtraction, and there will be a strong emphasis on multiplication and division, and the link between these. Children should be able to recall the 2x, 5x, 10x, and 3x tables. You can help by:

· [image: image2.wmf]Regularly practising the times tables and relating these to their division facts
· Using money in everyday contexts, including finding totals and change

· Helping your child learn their number bonds to 100 e.g. how many more do you add to 64 to get to 100?

· Helping your child tell the time to 5 minute intervals on an analogue clock.

Science

In the first half term we will be studying shadow, light and sound. Next half term, we will focus on how to help plants grow well. This will be an excellent opportunity to get into our allotments and grow some plants. There will be further news regarding this.
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Topic
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This term we will be finding out about the Ancient Egyptians. This exciting topic will be looking at different aspects of ancient Egyptian life, including Tutankhamen, pharaohs, pyramids, mummification and gods and goddesses. It would be helpful if children found out information about the Ancient Egyptians using the internet and books from the library. If you have any artefacts or resources, please encourage the children to share these with the class.
PE and PSHE
PE will now be on Tuesdays and Wednesdays but there P.E. kit should be at school every day in case there are timetable changes. We will be covering dance, gymnastics and invasion games. Unless a note is provided, all children are expected to participate in PE lessons. Children should have their PE kit in school at all times. PE kits should consist of black bottoms and a plain white T-shirt. If they do not, they will be provided with one from lost property. There is no swimming this term. 
During this term in PSHE the children will be discussing different beliefs about what happens when we die.
Homework

[image: image7.wmf]Homework will continue to be set on Friday and due in on a Tuesday. Spellings are tested on Wednesday and times table will be tested on Wednesdays. Please make sure children practise these throughout the week.
Parent Readers

If you have any spare time to offer us please let me know as we would really love  parents or grandpareents to come in to listen to children read during the week.
We will be organising a trip for later on in the term so WATCH THIS SPACE!
Please do not hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions or concerns.

Miss Balmer
