Curriculum Information

 Spring Term 2012 Year 5

Literacy

This term we will be continuing to focus on extending the children’s use of punctuation, connectives and vocabulary by having one lesson a week devoted to a particular aspect of grammar. In non-fiction, we are focusing on recounts and report writing. The children will be acting as ‘reporters’, honing their interviewing skills and writing news reports, chronological reports and non-chronological reports. The children will have a regular spelling test on a Thursday – the list of words they have to learn will go out with homework on a Friday.
You can help by:

· Discussing spelling patterns with your child and pointing out misspelt words (there are plenty of them around!!)
· Reading to your child articles from serious newspapers and magazines. In school we have ‘First News’, but all serious newspapers are worth looking at for articles which might interest your child! 

· Enjoying stories together – listening to your child tell you a story orally, or reading a story. Introduce your child to a range of different authors and story genres!
Numeracy

The main focus over the term is continuing to develop the children’s understanding of all four number operations. We are now expecting the children to be able to apply these skills to problem solving. Also we will be covering data handling, shape and space and measurements.  We continue to focus heavily on improving the children’s mental maths skills.  You can help by

· Helping the children cement all their tables, their division tables and number bonds to 100. We will be having a weekly test on Wednesday mornings.

· Encouraging the children to solve mental money problems when out shopping e.g. If the shopping costs £4.58, how much change should we get from £10.00.
· Playing games with your children eg chess, backgammon, card games etc. All these games require good logic, reasoning and memory which help with maths.
Science

In Science, we will be studying health – the importance of exercise and diet, and conversely the effects on our bodies of drugs such as alcohol, smoking etc.

The second half of term is devoted to ‘Flower Power’ – identifying the parts of a flower, the functions of those parts, reproduction, seed dispersal etc. You can help by taking walks in the park and observing different spring flowers – ask your child to teach you the names/functions of the different parts!
Topic
· Our topic this term is India.  We will be looking at India in the 21st Century as a global economic force. The children will be studying Hinduism and other minority religions in India. We will be visiting Neasden Temple to see an exhibition called ‘Understanding Hinduism’. 
· In Art we are studying the Indian technique of Batik – if any parents have any Batik skills please let me know! The children will also be compiling their own collages based on the Singh Sisters’ work. In DT the theme is cooking – chapattis, curries and all those lovely Indian spices! Any parental volunteers?!
· In PSHCE we will cover diversity, changes and relationships.
Homework
Homework continues to be given out every Friday and should be returned each Tuesday morning.  The majority of children are completing their homework well and returning it on the correct day.  There are a few children who are not.  Please could you remind your children about the importance of homework. In addition, Reading Diaries should be brought in on a Friday morning this is not always happening.
 PE

This term PE will be on a Friday and swimming will be on a Tuesday.  Please make sure your children have their PE kits in school from Monday to Friday as occasionally there are changes to the curriculum and we may do PE on other days.
I am extremely pleased with Year 5's hard work and the excellent progress they have made over the year so far.  There is still a lot to do, of course, but I look forward to working hard with them over this term.  I would like to thank all the parents who have been supporting their children in their learning and with their behaviour. 

If any parents would like to volunteer to hear our fabulous children read on a regular basis please come and see me! In fact if there is anything you feel you could contribute to within the curriculum this term then please do come and see me. It makes the learning tangible for the children.
Thank you for all your support,

Harriet Gale
