Dear Parents and Carers
We are at the beginning of a new fundraising year and as ever are looking for your continued support and ideas.  We held the PTA annual general meeting last week and were pleased to welcome some new members to the PTA, but more volunteers would be very welcome!  
The new-year brings new challenges to the school.  The expected cuts in education funding mean that money raised by the PTA makes an increasingly important contribution to the quality of the childrens’ learning environment be it funding play equipment; computers; or coaches for school trips etc.   
How can you help?
Estate Agents Boards
Last year, with your help, the PTA raised £2,700 from estate agents boards.  Class reps should already have started to ask permission to have a board outside your home this year.  It will be for a maximum of 3 events – the Christmas & summer fairs and one event in the spring. Please let your class rep know if you are willing to have a board.
Volunteer
[bookmark: _GoBack]Many parents volunteer to help at the Christmas and Summer fairs.  We also need volunteers to set-up and serve at the two football tournaments.  We are more than happy for people to volunteer to help at just one event e.g helping at the autumn football tournament does not mean you then have to help again at the spring tournament or events in between. Please contact us.
Run an event
Two groups of parents have already volunteered to run Quiz nights in the autumn and spring.  If you have any bright ideas for an event you would like to run, please contact us. 
Raffle/Auction prizes
The quality of the raffle and silent auction prizes at the two fairs make a huge difference to the amount these events raise.  If you can offer some time in the next month to contact local businesses for prizes for the Xmas fair, or perhaps you work for a company that might offer a prize itself, please contact us. 
Corporate Sponsorship
We are lucky enough to have one parent at the school working for a company, which matches the amount raised for any charitable event, in which he is involved, up to a maximum of £250 per event. Thanks to his participation we received £1,500 from his company last year.  Do any of you work for large organisations, which might operate similar schemes? 
Please do get in touch if you have any other comments or ideas – we are always open to helpful suggestions.
From Your PTA
(contact details: Andrea Hamilton, mum of Miles in reception, 07776 258933 or andrealazenby@aol.com; Lucy Barrett, mum of Rose Y4,02089949530 or lucy_c_barrett@mac.com or catch us in the playground!)
