Year 3 Curriculum Information
Autumn Term 2009

Welcome to the start of a new school year. I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself and express my excitement about teaching the new Year 3 class in the year ahead. I hope that, with your support, it will be a happy and successful one. Below is an outline of what we will be covering this term and my expectations of the children.
Literacy

This term we will be looking at stories with familiar settings, for example, schools or homes, and will be relating this to The Lottie Project by Jacqueline Wilson (which also links to this term’s topic, see below). We shall be looking at poems that play with language, such as puns or riddles, as well as looking at scripts for play and texts which give information. Punctuation is very important and this year all children are expected to use full stops and capital letters, as well as question marks, exclamation marks and speech marks in all their work.  Children will also be introduced to paragraphs, commas and apostrophes. You can help by:
· Gently reminding about basic punctuation whenever possible.
· Checking common word spellings and helping your child learn their weekly spellings.
· Seeking out stories with familiar settings and information texts from the library or at home and reading them with your child.
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Reading is also very important in helping children achieve in literacy, so please encourage them to read for 15-20 minutes everyday, also encouraging children to use a range of expression in their reading.
Maths
The main focus this term is revising addition and subtraction techniques. You can help by:
· Helping your child learn their number bonds to 100 e.g. How many more do you add to 64 to get to 100?

· [image: image2.wmf]Helping your child practise their 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 10 times tables and helping them to relate these to their division facts. For example, 3 x 7 = 21 and 

21 ÷ 3 = 7.
Science
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In the first half of this term we will be studying magnets and springs, which will be followed by comparing everyday materials in the second half of the term. Children will learn how to measure forces and study the properties of different materials.
Main Topic

[image: image4.wmf]Our autumn topic is the Victorians, in particular Victorian Chiswick. Children will study individuals, events and significant changes in work, transport and the lives of the people. We will be studying local Victorian houses and comparing them to modern day houses. A trip to Gunnersbury Park and Museum is booked for 1st October where children will get the chance to experience life as a Victorian. Any parent helpers for this trip would be greatly appreciated. Also, if you have any Victorian artefacts or resources please encourage the children to share these with the class.
An ongoing theme in our class will be the world. If the children go on holiday during school breaks it would be great if they could either send or bring back a postcard for the class.

PE

This term we will be doing PE on Wednesdays each week. Unless a note is provided, all children are expected to participate in PE lessons. Children should have their P.E. kit in school at all times. If they do not, they will be provided with one from lost property.
Swimming will also commence from Tuesday 15th September every Tuesdays until December 8th so children must have their swimming kit in school every Tuesday. 
Homework

As well as reading daily and learning their spellings and times tables, children will be set an additional 30 minute task associated with the current week’s work. Homework will be set every Friday and should be returned each Tuesday.
Parent Helpers

We are looking for parents to come and listen to children read during the week. If you have any spare time to come and listen to children please let me know. We are also looking for parents who will help on upcoming trips, to go swimming on Tuesdays and will help the children dig, plant, weed, water and harvest our allotment garden.

I hope your child will have a happy and successful time in Year 3. I am thrilled to be teaching them and eager to get to know your children better over the coming weeks. Please do not hesitate to come and see me if you have any questions or concerns.

Miss Williams

